HISTORY OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
PART I: THE AVERY YEARS, 1927-1952
Compiled and Annotated
By
David B. Field
Overseer of Lands
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
1935
PREFACE
Many of the original letters that I have transcribed were hand-written, and often difficult to read.
Most anything enclosed in brackets [ ] is one of my comment inserts. An insert “[?]” indicates
that I just could not read a word or section in the original letter. (In a few cases, the author of a
typed manuscript used brackets within a quoted passage but it should be clear from the context
that these are not my comments.) I have used braces { } to enclose hand-written marginal notes
in otherwise typed manuscript and also to enclose footnotes in the original material. Throughout,
I have corrected obvious typos but have not changed misspellings and abbreviations that reflect
the culture of the times and places. Except for these items, the text included in “THE WRITTEN
RECORD” are verbatim transcriptions of the original documents as best as I was able to read
them.
SUMMARY
The year 1935 was a momentous one in the history of the Appalachian Trail in Maine. This was
the year in which the Civilian Conservation Corps began work on the Trail, scouting was almost
completed from Sugarloaf to Grafton Notch; the Maine Appalachian Trail Club was founded; the
cable bridge across the West Branch of the Penobscot River was almost built; the Second Edition
of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine was hammered out; and two notable expeditions
were completed by the Appalachian Mountain Club (Blanchard to Bigelow Village) and the
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (Blanchard to Katahdin).
James W. Sewall, Maine’s C.C.C. Forester, was indispensable in engaging the C.C.C.
organization for A.T. work, with he, Avery, and Robert Stubbs working to get around
Congressional restrictions on the type of work that could be done by the Emergency
Conservation program. Yet, he and Avery both suffered the frustration of seeing key C.C.C.
camps shut down at the end of the year just as they had made plans for 1936. The landowner
permission issue proved to be non-trivial in securing permission for the C.C.C. work on the Trail.
The addition of Roy Flynt as MATC Publicity Director was a significant boost to the Maine
efforts in 1935.
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Walter Greene continued to frustrate all readers with his handwriting, going so far as to secure
typed copy for a couple of important political letters. Greene and Avery exchanged rather heated
opinions over the development of campsites and lean-tos, with Greene concerned over the impact
of competing camping alternatives on sporting camp operators. Despite the fact that Avery
consistently bragged about the unique opportunities afforded to Maine A.T. hikers by the
sporting camps, he blasted Greene for trying to protect them. Nevertheless, Greene
accomplished a lot during the year in his interactions with the C.C.C. crews, as well as on his
own.
Remarkably, Avery continued his argument with Robert Moore over the spelling of “Borestone”
Mountain throughout the year.
Avery got into a real tangle with National Geographic Magazine, which included a paragraph on
the Appalachian Trail in a feature article in the May, 1935 issue on the State of Maine. Avery
accurately accused NG of messing up the information that he had provided to them. (I have this
magazine close at hand because the photographer for that article, who stayed at my grandparents’
sporting camps in Rangeley, recruited my mother and her brother to pose for photos.)
Avery and Sewall continued to try to recruit the college outing clubs to commit to accepting
responsibility for maintaining sections of the new trail, both of them focusing on Bates College
Outing Club and W. H. Sawyer. The Bates Outing Club built a side trail up C Bluff (which I first
hiked in 1956 and considered for a relocation in the 1970s) but kept refusing to accept any
maintenance responsibility until the C.C.C. had cleared the route. Sawyer kept lobbying for the
right to scout “the last piece of trail”, now that all that was left was from the B Hill Road to
Grafton Notch, but he never did it and that work was completed by C.C.C. employee C.
Granville Reed. Avery kept trying to get Sawyer to explore over Old Blue, but Sawyer never did
this and even wrote this remarkable passage in a letter to Avery on October 24:
“I was on top of Old Speck Mt. a week ago, and could get an uninterrupted view of
Elephant and Blue Mountains. There is no doubt in my mind that Elephant is much
higher, and I see no reason now for putting a trail on Blue; at least, not until such time as
we build trails solely for the fun of it, and not primarily to get somewhere.”
That certainly provides an interesting perspective on Sawyer’s thinking of what the Appalachian
Trail was all about. Note also that Sawyer still argued that Old Blue was wooded, despite
testimony to the contrary by both Arthur Comey and Alfred Edgerly, who had been on the open
summit years before. (And as Marty Welbourne of the Bates Outing Club and I found on 21 May
1977, when we flagged a relocation over that open summit.)
The accounts of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club trip are delightful, including the poetry
Helon Taylor and his colleagues were certainly stalwarts in the 1935 work. I knew Helon for
years, a big, powerful man of legendary accomplishments.
Despite finding no publishing outlet for it, Avery’s completion of his essay, “The Silver Aisle”
summarizes many of his feelings and the status of the project as of the end of 1935.
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THE WRITTEN RECORD
January 11, 1935. Myron Avery to Wilfred A. Hennessy, Secretary, Bangor Chamber of
Commerce, Bangor, Maine
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
Will you not please let me hear from you on the question of whether or not you want to have the
Katahdin to East branch map retraced in order to make a plate for the next issue of “In the Maine
Woods”? I wrote you about the matter and Mr. Greene sent you the map under separate cover,
so that you could see that the lettering would not stand reduction.
January 14, 1935. W. K. Cooley, Secretary, Shenandoah Publishing House, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We are just in receipt of your letter of the 11th instant and we are indeed sorry to learn of your
recent illness. We trust that you may have a speedy recovery.
Your letter clears up the several points about which we were uncertain and we believe that the
revised figures which we give you herewith on Supplement to Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine are as per your wishes. We are giving you quotations by number in the same order as
contained in your letter.
1. We estimate that the Supplement would require 8-pages, we to use the same type, page size,
and grade of paper as used in the Maine Guidebook. Our price for 300 copies would be $14.75
and $16.50 for 500 copies.
2. By using the Supplement material and Sections 12 to 16, North to South, we estimate that a
booklet containing 24 pages would be required. Our price for 300 copies would be $40.00 and
for 500 copies $44.50.
3. Copy to be same as No. 2, except the reverse of Sections 12 to 16, reading from South to
North, also to be included, would require a booklet of 36 pages. Our price for 300 copies would
be $60.00 and $65.25 for 500 copies. We understand from reference to your letter of November
26, 1934, that there will be no cover used if quotations 1, 2 or 3 are selected, and we have
therefore based our estimate accordingly.
4. The first edition of the Guidebook will be corrected as per working copy furnished us, new
material to consist of supplement, Sections 12 to 16 in both directions, and article on The Gulf,
a part of this material to take the place of pages 52-69 as they appear in first edition, making a
booklet estimated to contain 100 inside and 4 cover pages, book to have cover of same material
as used on first edition. 300 copies, $125.00; 500 copies, $140.00.
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5. All material as described in No. 4, plus new manuscript on Geology, which we estimate will
require 20 additional pages, or a total of 120 pages. 300 copies, $147.50; 500 copies, $165.00.
Should you decide upon either No. 4 or No. 5, we understand that 5 map insertions will be
furnished us for use in this publication.
Trusting that this is the information desired and that we may be favored with your order, we are
Very truly yours,
P. S. On January 4th we quoted you on letter heads and envelopes for the Appalachian Trail Club.
We have heard nothing further from our quotation and we are wondering if we are to be favored
with your order.
January 14, 1935. James Robertson, Director Nautical Almanac, Navy Department, U. S.
Naval Observatory, Washington, D.C. to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
The information requested in your letter of 22 December, 1934, is given below. It is for latitude
45° north, longitude 69° west.
1935
Aug. 15
Aug. 20
Aug. 27
Sept. 1
Sept. 7

Eastern Standard Time of
Moonrise
Moonset
7h 5m P.M. 6h 0m A.M.
9 35 P.M.
12 30 P.M.
3 25 A.M. 5 35 P.M.
8 35 A.M. 7 15 P.M.
2 45 P.M.
11 30 P.M.

Approximate Phase
One day past full
Near last quarter
2 Days before new
3 Days after new
2 Days after 1st quarter

Full moon will occur September 12, 1935.
{Copy Ronald D. Gower}
January 15, 1934 [sic, should be 1935]. A. M. C. Expedition Photos
AMC Gulf Hagas (1)
AMC Gulf Hagas (2)
AMC Gulf Hagas Screw Auger Falls (3)
From Joe Mary Ledges (4)
AMC Head of Nahmakanta lake in front of McDougall’s Camps (5)
AMC McDougall’s Camps at Nahmakanta (6)
View from main cabin Nahmakanta (7)
A. M. C. crossing West Branch (8)
Wharf and Eastern Shore of Nahmakanta Lake (9)
Western End of Long Pond (10)
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Onawa from Boarstone (11)
Asked Gower for these photos. These are the best of slides made after AMC trip.
January 19, 1935. Myron Avery to Herbert L. Swett, President, Maine Development
Commission, Skowhegan, Maine
Dear Mr. Swett:
I understand that I will hear from you after the next meeting of the Development Commission at
which you will bring up my letter relating to the trail project. I presume that you have received
the Guidebook and various maps.
We hope, if finances are forthcoming, to get out a Supplement to the Guidebook covering the
work in 1935.
January 26. 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have completed lay-out of the projects for the Rangeley, Flagstaff, Greenville and
Millinocket CCC Camps and have included in each camp a section of the Appalachian Trail as
follows:
Millinocket Camp from Sourdnahunk Road to Potter’s Camps.
Greenville from Potter’s Camps to the Kennebec River.
Flagstaff rom the Kennebec River to Saddleback Mountain.
From Saddleback Mountain to the New Hampshire line.
I followed Mr. Sawyer’s idea south of the Rangeley Lakes combining a section of the trail with a
narrow truck trail which we are building there. I have diverged from your lay-out of the trail
between the Kennebec and the Dead River in order to follow the Ancient Arnold Trail across the
Great Carrying Place. I believe that the historical significance of this piece is worth considering.
Our next step is to get these projects approved by Mr. Crosby A. Hoar, the Acting Regional
Forester, at Amherst. I have talked with Mr. Hoar about the projects and he is personally
interested, but whether he will be able to approve same under the act of Congress is debatable in
his mind.
I think, however, we will make no other move until I hear from him, then if we fail to get
approval it will be necessary to act.
{Copy J. F. Schairer, W. D. Greene, R. H. Torrey, Robert M. Stubbs, Helon N. Taylor, W. H.
Sawyer}
January 26. 1935. Emmie B. Whitney, Lewiston Evening Journal, to Walter Greene
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Dear Mr. Greene:-- {The Grand Canyon of Maine—The Gulf of Pleasant River}
I’m very sorry that all the Lewiston Journals of Nov. 10 are sold out and have been for some
time. I am sending you two clip pages from my own file and hope they will be satisfactory. I
assume you have received check for your article long before this, as you did not mention it. I
understand the papers of that date sold right out and that was the reason Mr. Avery could not
obtain any.
The Jo Mary country is very fascinating to me. I hope some time to be able to explore it, now
that there is such a good trail in that region. We did not get into the Katahdin country last Fall.
We passed it up in favor of the World’s Fair. Knew we’d really enjoy Katahdin better, but hope
to go there many seasons to come and that was our only opportunity to see the big Fair.
Hope that you will stop off in Lewiston when you come to Maine next Spring and that you will
drop into the Lewiston Journal office and have a good chat. There are so many questions I
would like to ask.
{Copy article sent Fulkenon for scrap book.}
January 31, 1935. Myron Avery to W. A. Hennessy
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
The time is drawing near when the 1935 issue of IN THE MAINE WOODS will appear. I have
received no proof of any of the three things sent you, nor any information with respect to the
map. I hope you will advise me shortly.
I assume that you received the revised copy of the map which I sent you and said it would have
to be retraced. I trust that you will not attempt to use the blueprint in its present form, for, when
reduced, it will be very illegible.
February 1, 1935. Myron Avery to Julian Speyers, New York
Dear Speyers:
I have had no definite word from IN THE MAINE WOODS but I am looking into a plan for
printing copies of the map in order to make them available in a more satisfactory and smaller
form and at lower prices. There is just one aspect of this last tracing that makes for a problem in
this connection. Some of the lettering, such as the “e’s” and “o’s” is so small that it will close up
if any reduction is attempted. Thus, there would be a number of the names which would have to
be re-lettered to make possible any reduction whatsoever. I am going to talk the matter over with
our map maker and can write you more definitely later, but I am speaking of it now so that you
will let us know if there will be any possibility of your draftsman opening up some of the letters.
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Both Greene and I are very much confused over the way you now have the continuation of
Berry’s trail to B. Pond. It was our very clear recollection that it continued across the East
Branch, directly opposite from where the A.T. turns west up the stream. If you have a copy of
our old map you will see exactly what I mean. I would like to know what you think about this.
I lost about a month with an appendicitis operation, hence the delay in hearing from me. Lud
[Ludwig Moorhead] was in to see us here.
cc: Greene
February 4, 1935. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
I have at hand your copy of Sewall’s letter, which is along the same line as the conversation
which I had with him last week. It all depends now upon receiving approval of Forestry
authorities. To be specific, Mr. Tillotson, who was Federal Forest Inspector for New England, is
now in Washington and has charge of C.C.C. work there.
Mr. Sewall has laid out the Trail by way of Carry Ponds. Inasmuch as you have relocated this
trail by way of Pierce Ponds, you can keep this Carry Pond trail as an alternative, or as a blue
line trail when the work is done on it.
Mr. Sewall mentions that it would be nice to have a little additional reconnaissance work done
on the Trail between Katahdin and Monson in an effort to relocate it by a shorter route or by a
more scenic way. When the Trail was first located, we took advantage of the old tote roads,
skidding trails, and such, but now we can get away from this and eliminate them where they take
us too far from our objective. I told him that possibly Mr. Greene would be willing to contribute
some of his time this summer to this.
I do not know exactly where Sewall would suggest changes, but his idea is that with the C.C.C.
labor we can do more work in relocation, disregard existing trails and roads, and follow a more
scenic route without deviating greatly from the present location.
Also in the matter of establishing camp sites, it will not be advisable to put them in too near
public sporting camps, lest we antagonize these parties. But I believe, for example, that we
could establish a public camp site on the trail at such places as possibly Moxie Bald Mt. Pond, on
the Dead River at Long Falls, in Mt. Bigelow Notch, or on the trail between Sugar Loaf and Mt.
Abram.
{P.S. As I look over the Rangeley Quadrangle, it seems as the Beaver Mt. would be a sightly
peak to include in the trail.}
{Copy Greene, Sawyer}
February 4, 1935.
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Unit. 8 ½ I 11” or multiples thereof.
$3.50 per 1st 100
$0.50 each additional 100
Use each unit for each size
Same paper stock as maps previously furnished
Colors same price as units, one unit for each color, plus $5.00
wash up each color
February 5, 1935. Myron Avery to Arthur C. Sylvester, Concord, NH
Dear Mr. Sylvester:
Your photos arrived safely and I have taken the matter up with Mr. Coe. 1 want to congratulate
you upon your collection. The pictures are extremely good and I hope that Mr. Coe can find
room to insert a photo of the leanto. I should like to get 2 or 3 extra prints to use for publicity
purposes, and if you felt disposed to trust us with your negatives, we would like to make a
lantern slide for the A. T. collection. I realize that this is perhaps asking quite a bit, and it would
be satisfactory if you would have half a dozen prints made of the best leanto pictures and let the
Conference reimburse you for the printing.
From the photos, I judge that there is another bridge over Katahdin Stream in addition to the one
on the A.T. and on the road. Am I correct in this assumption?
I assume that you never had any opportunity to get speedometer readings from Greenville on the
A.T. and the new Abol Trail.
I have just read proof on the revised edition of the Katahdin booklet, which incorporates the
changes suggested by you.
February 6, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
I have read your letter of February 4th and appreciate the Information you have passed on to me.
Naturally, I am much interested In Mr. Sewall's thought that it would be possible to improve the
route between Katahdin and Monson. While we may have thought that we had, on the whole, a
pretty good route, improvements are always possible and in several places, distinctly desirable. It
might help Mr. Sewall if I listed below some places which I think should receive especial
consideration.
We are now arranging to have made about 136 large board signs, giving distances and directions
over the section between Katahdin and Blanchard. With measurements and guidebook data
available and printed, I suppose that, wherever the route is fairly satisfactory I would feel that it
is desirable to retain it because the relocations involve so many incidental changes.
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I am particularly interested in your tracing on the Rangeley Advance Sheets.
I have told Mr. Sewall the situation at Pierce Pond. I am enclosing a carbon of my letter for your
perusal. Please return it, as I have no additional copies.
The places where I think distinct improvements could be made, are as follows:
1. From the Sowdyhunk tote-road to York's Camps. This goes through a timbered area and is
extremely bad. The distance is only about 2 miles, but being so near the Park, it should be in
much better shape.
2. A permanent means of crossing Penobscot West Branch would be of advantage to many
people. Perhaps some sort of a cable crossing would be worked out where the trail crosses the
river at the site of the old dam.
3. The west side of Rainbow Lake (4 miles) is badly ingrown.
4. There is a possibility that our route on the west side of Nahmakanta Lake wanders too much
and could be made more direct.
6. Considerable improvement can be made from the Mahar Campground on Nahmakanta Stream
to Joe Mary Lake.
7. From the Penobscot East Branch [sic—He meant Pleasant River East Branch] to Third West
Branch Pond, a distance of about 3 miles, is the most unsatisfactory section of the entire trail. It
is extremely wet and we encountered great difficulty in locating a route through here. This is one
of the worst blow-down areas I have ever seen and would require considerable labor to put a real
trail on dry land. The Appalachian Mountain Club party struck this link in a rain and considered
it the worst on the entire section.
7. From Blanchard to Moxie Pond, the present route is satisfactory but requires a great deal of
labor.
These are the high points which could be improved. There is, however, to my mind, a very real
advantage in following old tote-roads to get the benefit of the worn footway which makes much
more pleasant traveling than a new trail which goes over rough ground, particularly where no
work is done on the footway. Then, too, we have to consider the problem of maintenance. Where
we use old trails and tote-roads, there are other factors helping to keep then opened. With new
links cut particularly for this trail, unless we can obtain C.C.C. maintenance for a number of
years, the new links become a very serious burden.
In addition to having these signs made, we are arranging to have our three supplementary maps
issued in a printed form to take the place of the blueprints we have previously used. We shall
also get out our Supplement to the Maine Guidebook very shortly.
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If there are any extensive relocations, I hope that the C.C.C. funds will permit purchasing the
white titanium oxide paint used, as our Maine program represents a considerable strain on our
limited resources, without attempting to meet this additional cost.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Greene. Mr. Sewall can count on his help in every way.
I am afraid that it will be a month or more before my Maine trip materializes.
I hear that there is a bill to prove a Park Commission in Maine. What is it all about?
P.S. I should have said that the north slope of Whitecap is somewhat overgrown.
cc: Greene, Sewall, Sawyer
February 8, 1935. John Cameron, USDI Division of Geographic Names, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of February 7, enclosing a copy of a memorandum by Mrs. Fannie Hardy
Eckstorm concerning the correct name of a mountain in Piscataquis County, Maine.
So far as I can ascertain, Mrs. Eckstorm did not write to the Geographic Board regarding that
name.
This office will make the usual study of the name, so that a decision may be rendered for official
use. As you know, our Advisory Committee endeavors, so far as possible, to perpetuate
historical spellings, and in the case of Indian names, to approve that form which most nearly
approximates the original native pronunciation.
Needless to say, Mrs. Eckstorm’s memorandum will be of great assistance. On various
occasions the Geographic Board consulted Mrs. Eckstorm as to names in Maine and found her
assistance of great help.
As you suggest, I shall forward a copy of your letter to the Geological Survey.
{Copy Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm}
February 8, 1935. News Release: APPALACHIAN TRAIL MAKES ACCESSIBLE
WESTERN MAINE MOUNTAINS {Copy sent Feb. 8 to all on Maine mailing list}
A striking group of four-thousand foot peaks in western Maine will soon be made available to
Mountaineers through the westward forty-mile extension of The Appalachian Trail, from Mt.
Bigelow to Saddleback Mountain. The Appalachian Trail, a Mountain footpath, has now been
completed from Katahdin to Bigelow Village, a distance of 180 miles. The peaks, now recently
made accessible, are the Bigelow Range with its East and West peaks and North and South
Horns, and Sugarloaf. Plans for continued trail work will make Spaulding, Abraham, and
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Saddleback with its Horn and Saddleback Junior, accessible early in 1935. All of these
mountains are outstanding. Bigelow's twin East and West Peaks are very conspicuous from many
parts of the State; duplicating them, and only slightly lower, are the twin cones, known as The
Horns. Sugarloaf is a symmetrical bare pyramid and the second highest mountain in the State,
being 4,237 feet. Mt. Abraham, or Abram, is an enormous long, bare rock ridge, extending over
2 miles and terminating abruptly to the south, The impression of height is increased by the
plateau on its western slopes, from which the bare rock crest rises steeply. Mt. Spaulding, to the
north, is a peak on the high spruce and fir ridge, which extends from Abraham to Sugarloaf. To
the west, across the Caribou Valley, is another four-thousand foot peak, which boasts of three
names - Pisgah, Crockertown, and Stony Brook Mountain.
Nowhere else in the State - except at Katahdin - is there such an impressive group of mountains
within such a small area. There are, in this group, a dozen peaks over 3300 feet in height. The
views from these summits have few rivals in the State.
The Trail from Bigelow to Sugarloaf was located and marked by Game Warden Helon N. Taylor,
of Eustis, Maine. The extension of the Trail west to Saddleback is being cut by Game Wardens
Taylor, Phillips, and Smart, and is expected to be completed next spring.
Bigelow, in itself, is worthy of several days’ exploration. It is an enormous range, the attractions
of which have now, for the first time, been made fully accessible. In 1933 the completed
Appalachian Trail in Maine ended at Bigelow Col - the sag between the East and West Peaks of
Bigelow, where there is a lean-to, built by the C.C.C., which affords accommodations for six
hikers. On its route from Dead River Village to Bigelow's summit, the Trail passes a beautiful set
of cascades and the spectacular outlook of Old Man's Head. From Bigelow Col, Fire Warden
Herbert Blackwell extended the Trail to the West Peak, 4,150 ft., the highest of the twins. From
here the new Trail leads west three miles along the ridge crest. In the sag between The Horns, the
Appalachian Trail turns south down the slope of the range, past The Horns Pond, a high-lying
mountain lake in a superb wilderness setting.
After opening this link of the Appalachian Trail, wishing to make the entire Bigelow Range
accessible, Game Warden Taylor then continued a blue-blazed side trail west for 8 miles along
the crest, from where the Appalachian Trail turns south. This side trail ends at Stratton and
traverses such interesting spots as Cranberry Peak with its Pond, Arnold's Well, The Cave, and
First Ledges. Thus a highly scenic, as well as historical, section of the Maine Wilderness has
been made readily accessible.
February 8, 1935. News Release: OUTING CLUBS SCHEDULE TRIPS OVER
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE {Copy sent Feb. 8 to all on Maine mailing list}
The Appalachian Mountain Club of Boston, the largest mountaineering organization in the
United States, has announced for the summer of 1935 another trip over the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. This is to be a continuation westward of the trip conducted by this Club last September.
The trip will lead the hikers over Moxie Bald, Pleasant Pond, Bigelow, with its East and West
peaks and Twin Horns, Sugarloaf, and Abraham Mountains. These last three are a part of a group
of thirteen peaks over 3800 feet in height, which comprise the second highest peaks in the State.
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This 1935 excursion will be again conducted by Ronald L. Gower. Writing to the Appalachian
Trail Conference of his 1934, trip, Mr. Gower said:
"The writer has recently returned from a 160 mile walking trip over the newly opened Maine link
of the Appalachian Trail. There were 18 people in our party, and we spent two weeks in going
from Katahdin to Blanchard, taking in all the side-trails.
May I congratulate you upon the general excellence of the trail, and the route selected for it. We
found the scenery beyond our expectations and marveled that we could be safe and comfortable
amid such remote and wild surroundings.
We hope that the remaining section of the trail yet uncompleted may be speedily put through, as
the Club is planning another similar excursion for next season, going forward from where we left
off this year."
Other groups have announced their intention of scheduling trips over the newly-opened Trail in
Maine. As far away as Washington, D.C., a group from the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club has
announced a trip from Blanchard to Katahdin in the latter part of August.
The Appalachian Trail Conference has recently issued three maps showing in detail the trail
route between Katahdin and Moxie Pond. A supplement to its Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine, containing data for the trail built in 1934 and the side trails to Joe Mary Mountain and in
the "Gulf Hagas" region will be issued shortly. The Conference also has in course of preparation
an annotated Bibliography of Katahdin, the literature of which is unequalled by any similar
mountain. These publications may be obtained from the Trail Conference at 901 Union Trust
Building, Washington, D.C.
February 9, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall (Forester for CCC in Maine)
Dear Mr. Sewall:
I had a rather extensive talk with Mr. Tlllotsen and Mr. Hoar. Both asked many questions about
the nature of the Trail in Maine and I think have now a very good idea of local conditions. Both
of these men apparently are very well disposed toward your recommendation of including the
entire A.T. project in Maine in the list of C.C.C. projects. Their only difficulty is whether or not
there is an authorization for this sort of work on privately owned lands.
Mr. Tlllotsen had recommended to the Forester that the C. C. C. projects be broadened so as to
permit the doing of work which was purely recreational. If this authorization were given, it
would simplify the problem here, provided, of course, that the War Department would agree to
the necessary arrangement of outlying camps which would be required to make this work
possible. Mr. Tillotsen then arranged for me to see Acting Forester Granger, who would have to
pass on this recommendation of increasing the scope of permissible projects.
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Mr. Granger (Acting Forester) said that he was very much with us in spirit but that there was
some doubt in his mind as to how far the project could be approved under existing conditions. He
said, however, that he would talk the matter over with Mr. Tlllotsen and Mr. Hoar and that they
would try to work out some method whereby the C. C. C. would be utilized. Mr. Granger said
that if an easement could be procured from the landowners or if the State would give assurances
of maintenance of this project, the difficulties under the present restrictions would disappear. We
all appreciate that it would be very difficult to obtain such a thing from the landowners or any
commitment on behalf of the State. However, the result of my conversation with Mr. Granger
was that he and Mr. Tillotsen would ascertain the minimum conditions which would have to be
met in order to permit the project to be carried through.
There is one angle of the matter which could be stressed locally and which might help. The entire
trail has to be justified as a recreational project, but there are a great many parts of it which could
be justified as fire trails and fire control. (The missing links we could take care of in some other
way.) If the Forest Service would designate certain parts of the trail as extremely beneficial to
fire protection, I think that Mr. Tillotsen and Mr. Hoar would have no difficulty in approving
those sections. For example, a trail up the west side of Saddleback and over Baldpate and along
Abraham would meet such requirement.
I am hoping that after the conference of Mr. Granger and Mr. Tillotsen, some scheme may be
worked out within which we can bring ourselves. If not, I hope that, through the Forest Service
placing greater emphasis on certain links, we can still obtain substantial help, if not realize the
entire project.
We are certainly indebted to you more than we can say for making the original recommendation
and carrying us so far along.
CC: Stubbs, Greene
February 12, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of the 9th inst.
In my description of the trail I used a phrase equivalent to concentration of tourists travel and
limitation of fire hazard thereby.
I believe the trail is a true fire protective measure because it will keep people who are going to
travel the woods anyway along well defined paths, give them an opportunity to camp where a
fire hazard is limited, and where camp fires cannot spread, etc.
When I met Mr. Fechner in Boston I talked this trail over with him and he seemed to be highly
interested in it. Would it be a good idea for you and some of your friends who are interested in
the trail to see Mr. Fechner personally? He is the director of the whole CCC and might not be so
bound by regulations as some subordinates are.
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Keep me posted!
February 15, 1935. Walter Greene to H. E. Swett, Skowhegan, Maine
Dear Mr. Swett:
I have hesitated as to writing what follows. Mr. Avery had covered the subject fully, and it was
in your hands to await your consideration. I receive a carbon copy of all Mr. Avery's activities,
and read the copy of his balanced and comprehensive letter to you and the Development
Commission.
However, a talk I had in the Club with Brandon Peters a few days ago cemented my decision to
do so. We discussed Maine in general, and spoke of you. His words were, "Mr. Swett is all for
Maine."
The fact that so many "Lambs" have been your friends and associates for years made it easier. I
have journeyed to Lakewood occasionally to see the plays, and have a visit with my many
friends in the companies, and there met you once or twice but it was casual; and no doubt didn't
register. I only hope the length of this does not bore you but my vital concern in this project is
such, that I hope you will understand the urge and be patient with me.
To make clear my personal interest I must speak briefly of myself. Altho in the theatre all my life,
I long ago resolved my summers were my own. Four or five months of the year I spend in the
wilderness. I'm a citizen of Sebec Lake, Willamantlc township. Have for many years held a
guides license for my personal benefit. For years, on foot I have wandered and explored the
Maine wilderness, and penetrated as far North as the Musquacook chain near the Northern
border. Thus gaining a wide knowledge of its little known trails and scenic values, and have
written and published some stories of these trips.
Several years ago. I by chance, met Mr. Avery in the Wissatacook Valley, just North of Katahdin.
This chance meeting led to a lasting friendship which I value very deeply. Some time I hope you
may meet him. You will find him a fine type of Maine character, brainy, efficient, with an
immense amount of quiet drive and initiative and a logical and clear-thinking mind. As
Chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference (an organization of all the State Clubs) he is the
mainstay of it. He has the strong devotion to his native State, that seems so characteristic of its
citizens, no matter where they may be. He has explored, written and had published numerous
articles on its early history and unknown places, especially Mt. Katahdln.
It had long been his keen desire to extend the Appalachian Trail thru Maine and have its
Northern Terminus at Katahdin. For years this was in fact, the policy of the Conference, but
owing to the small funds available, the primitive and difficult character of the country, the lack
of knowledge of consecutive trails and tote roads, this seemed impossible.
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However, the practical knowledge I had gained, enabled me to plan for him a feasible and
splendidly scenic route, thru the most difficult section - the 120 miles from Blanchard to
Katahdin.
It was not my intention at first to do any of the physical work, but the local help we engaged fell
down on the job late in '32, and as the funds were scanty, I had to step in and save the situation,
working thru the summer of '33 and ‘34. The 40 miles from Blanchard to the Pleasant River over
the four peaks of the Barren-Chairback range, and the most difficult, I had to build myself.
A great deal of it was virgin trail. I worked mostly alone from May to August inclusive in '33. In
'34 I built two side trails, on 5 ½ miles to the summit of Joe-Mary Mt. - the other, Gulf Hagus, in
addition to work on the main trail. I speak of all this, so you may understand my strong interest.
I've given sweat and blood to the darned thing, and if I could see its future secure, I would be
very happy. This, please understand has been volunteer work on both my part and Avery's. Some
people I suppose would say we are a couple of damned fools, but there it is, 190 miles so far and
we have no regrets.
Last year it proved its worth. I have roughly figured, that from the money expended working on
it, also spent by several small parties, as well as the large one of 18 from Boston, that last
summer the trail benefited the State to the extent of nearly $2,000. Not an enormous sum, but as
the Development Commission helped us originally with $50 this is a good return on the
investment. Then there is the intangible gain of the people returning home, and spreading the
news. This was without any great publicity and it is only in its infancy. Surely it should grow
with the years.
This money reached a hard pressed element also. I am friendly with most of the sporting camp
owners in the back districts. The last few years they have had a hard struggle to survive - the
depression, the auto, taxes and license fees have made it difficult indeed.
1 know you will agree that the sporting business is one of the States big assets. These camps are
its outposts, in a way its backbone. If they fail to survive it will be a damaging thing. I feel that
any help to them is a great gain and I am sure the Trail will be a vital prop to them.
I spoke of Gulf Hagus. Mr. Swett, I cannot express to you what a stupendous natural wonder this
Gorge is. The much capitalized Ausable Chasm in the Adirondacks, cannot hold a candle to it.
That is only one mile in length. Gulf Hagus is three, and the river at the bottom of its 300 foot
sheer walls is a mass of boiling rapids, cascades and waterfalls. I cannot help but feel now it is
open, that in a few years it will rank next to Katahdin in scenic importance. Its slate rocks
assume all sorts of unique formations. It seems incredible that it has been shut away unknown. I
first came upon it twelve years ago. It is six miles from the Iron Works and quite accessible.
All this leads to something that has appealed to me seriously and has been the cause of much
reflection on my part. Back of all this written here, is not mere interest in the perpetuation of the
trail but also interest in the welfare of the State itself. I think there is no question it is the greatest
scenic State east of the Rockies. In the variety of its mountains, their contours, its immense
number of lakes and streams, - it is unequaled.
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There is no need to tell you of the trend of the last 20 years or so toward National Parks, and the
capitalizing by the various States of their scenic values. It has awakened the interest of the
people in seeing the natural wonders of their country, in walking and in mountain climbing. This
exploitation has brought large dividends compared to the outlay in making them known. Maine
has lagged and done very little to capitalize what she has, and apparently has ignored this trend.
Outside of Katahdin and the Allagash, perhaps Moosehead Lake, all the emphasis has been
placed on its fishing and hunting. The three places mentioned tho, have brought returns on their
publicity, and I think proves the point.
I believe the Development Commission has been handicapped by lack of funds, for I know it
must realize the potential financial value of attracting the large element who love to visit and
explore natural beauty. I feel I am in a position to speak with authority, as to this, for in my
wanderings I’ve seen so much of it. It still exists mostly as it was in Colonial times. There is no
grander sight in the east than the Wisatacook Valley ringed by mountains, with the wildest river
in the State cutting its centre. This brings me again to the Trail. I believe it opens up much
grandeur previously inaccessible and forms a base to develop future possibilities. Its welfare is
worth forwarding as a State asset, for, as I have said, it has already demonstrated its value. It is
also in line with the present tendency to open the wilderness, without spoiling it with auto roads.
These come near enough however, in several places, to make it easy of access at various points.
For the sake of the Commission I do hope this pending appropriation goes thru, so they may
institute a real campaign of publicity for the State.
In conclusion I wish to let you know that this winter much work is being done to advance the
project for the coming summer. Mr. Avery prepared a press release on Gulf Hagus that was
published by all the Maine papers, also papers in Boston and the New York Evening post. Mr.
Gower, who led the large party over the trail gave a talk on the trip -- with slides, in Boston,
Hartford and Providence. Dr. Shairer also has given an illustrated talk on building the trail before
the Appalachian Clubs of Boston and Washington.
There is active work going forward to complete the gap of about 40 miles in the southern part of
the State. This will hook up with end of the main trail at Grafton Notch.
I am preparing another general release, and if I have time am going to try for an article in the
Spring, in the New York Times Magazine.
Mr. Avery has a campaign on for each of the State Clubs to organize trips over it, also the same
for all the Maine Universities and Colleges. At present I am painting in my spare time over 100
direction signs to be put up next summer. There will probably be two articles (one on Gulf
Hagus) in next summer’s edition of the “Maine Woods.” So you see we are keen on the job and
if we can get a little help from the State, we will be able to so improve and publicize this work,
that it will ensure its permanency. That, I again say, will be an asset in every way.
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If you reach this far I thank you for your forbearance. If, in your judgment it is worth while to
submit this with Mr. Avery's letter to the Commission, I hope it will impress them, and lead to
results.
Thank you indeed.
P.S. There is so much Avery in this, I wouldn’t submlt it to him. This is on my own hook.
February 20, 1935. Myron Avery to Shailer Philbrick
Dear Shay:
I am writing you rather hurriedly about a matter to which perhaps you can give some thought at
the present time.
The prices on map making have dropped tremendously. Our map maker is now quoting a price
of $3.50 per unit size. Formerly, it was close to $10.00. The unit size is 8 1/2 by 11 and, if you
will remember, your Chairback map occupied two units. For color work, he adds a cost of an
additional unit. It seemed to me that it might be very desirable to make plans for issuing the
second edition of your map in two colors - putting all roads and trails on in red. I have just seen
this done on the Guidebook of the Adirondack Mountain Club, and it is most effective. This
would mean the necessity of making a new tracing which would have only the roads and trails on
it. The tracing cloth is not so satisfactory because the shrinkage sometimes means errors in
register, but unless we can get some of the celluloid which is now being used, we can't help this.
I doubt if the error would be of any consequence. I should not expect that the second tracing
would take very long and you may feel disposed to take on the job.
I was in Florida four days and am working very hard. Jack seems to have survived two weeks of
married life. Frank has been snow shoeing much of the time; Walter has started to paint 100
board signs for the Trail in Maine. We have been able to supply boards, etc. The enclosed letter
to Sewall represents the latest developments in the State. Have heard nothing from the Maine
Development Commission and I am afraid that the Bangor & Aroostook Railroad isn't furnishing
much publicity for the 1935 issue. Walter's story on the Gulf was published in the Lewiston
Journal - well set-up write-up - but as usual there were no copies.
February 20, 1935. Herbert L. Swett to Walter Greene
Dear Mr. Greene:
I have your letter of the 15th inst. and assure you that I am in hearty agreement with all you write
and I am much interested in what you and Mr. Avery have done for the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. Some time ago I wrote Mr. Avery that I would take the matter up with the members of
the Maine Development Commission, but that I was sure we would be in no position to do
anything until we know what the Legislature is going to do in the matter of an appropriation.
We have held no meeting since I wrote Mr. Avery at which this matter could be considered. We
have had meetings wholly devoted to advertising matters and to booklets, but our whole effort is
being concentrated in getting thru a larger appropriation.
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We should have $250,000 to do the job, but money is tight at the State House, the bill is being
handled by the political boys, and the bill presented asks for only $150,000 of which $50,000.
will be used for agricultural publicity. At the best this leaves only $100,000 for recreational
advertising, a totally inadequate sum. It is also considered in the Commission that this money
should be used for advertising the state as a whole, that is largely for newspaper and magazine
advertising and booklets, and it is far too small an amount to cover this. We have all kinds of
requests to divert this money to sections and projects, many of them good, many worthless.
At the Hearing at Augusta on our Publicity Bill I intend to tell the situation as it is. Everyone
seems to be for more money for the State advertising, the Governor talks large appropriations,
but in the end nothing much happens. All publicity money would return to the state in increased
gas taxes. It is no good to half do the job, yet this is the best we can hope to do for the next two
years, and it is the time when we should start a big publicity campaign, the competition for
tourist and recreational business is increasing, a small appropriation even though an increased
one will permit us to only mark time and hold our own. You know and I know that our present
business could be doubled if the state would support the work of the Commission.
I cannot handle this work as I do my own affairs, it is too much mixed up with State House
affairs, it takes too long to accomplish things, it is most discouraging, yet I have plugged along
with it for the past five years, and we have made progress. At the proper time I will present the
matter to the Commission. At present I can only say that I am interested in your work and
believe it has a distinct recreational value to the State. If you come to Lakewood come and see
me.
February 20, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
I have your letter of February 12th. On my return to Washington I found the following letter
from Mr. Tillotson:
“Following your conversation with Mr. Granger the other day, he called me up and, after
expressing a favorable interest in your project, stated that it might be possible to approve the
building of trails in Maine if the following conditions were met with:
(1) That the Appalachian Mountain Club secure permission from the
landowners for the building of trails and the continued right of the
public to use them.
(2) That the Appalachian Mountain Club itself would assume
responsibility for the maintenance of these trails; thus giving the
enterprise a semi-public character.
“If you will go through with this part of the program, I think that we can assure you of our
approval of the project, providing again, of course, that suitable arrangements can be worked out
with the Army to house these boys in small tent camps where this is necessary to facilitate the
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work. You understand, as I told you when you were here, that we cannot lodge these boys in
sporting camps or any other place and pay for their subsistence. They must depend for this
subsistence upon supplies furnished by the Army from the main camps.”
I have talked with Mr. Tillotson since receiving the letter and told him we would do all that was
possible in this connection. I asked him what the status of the trail proposal was and he said that,
for the present, it had been put in suspense or was “out”, because of the limitations involved.
But if we can meet these conditions, he would tell Mr. Hoar to approve the project.
First, I spoke to Mr. Tillotson about the use of the words Appalachian Mountain Club. There is a
good deal of confusion and a great many people think that the Appalachian Trail is a project of
the Appalachian Mountain Club, which has its headquarters at Boston. This Club, as well as
many other similar organizations, is a part of the Federation known as the Appalachian Trail
Conference. Mr. Tillotson said that they meant to refer to the supervising organization, which in
this case is the Trail Conference. Thus, I think, there will be no difficulty on this score, for the
Trail Conference is, at the present time—to the best of its ability—trying to maintain this trail,
and Point No. 2 is easily met.
I asked Mr. Tillotson just what would be required in the way of permission from the
landowners—having in mind that you already have oral permission from most of them. We all
appreciate the problem here and the fact that the landowners are reluctant to execute documents
which might be construed as easements or in any way giving anything more than a bare license.
Both Mr. Hoar and Mr. Tillotson appreciate the local situation and understand the practical end
of it. We are faced with the problem of having to get enough to bring the work within the
restrictions laid down and, at the same time, not frighten off the landowners. Mr. Tillotson said
that he thought that a letter from the landowners would be sufficient. Thus, I am reporting the
situation back to you, to ask how far you think we can go and what it is possible to get in the way
of permission from the various landowners. Unless we can get at least a confirmation of the oral
permission by letter, I fear that we cannot make much progress.
It will not be fatal, if we do not get permission along the entire route, for the work can be done in
part and there are certain sections—some of them uncompleted—where the work would be
authorized upon a stronger showing of the necessity for fire prevention in that particular locality.
On that point, representations from the Forestry Department would be of considerable help.
I shall follow out your suggestion of trying to see Mr. Fechner in person, as soon as possible.
even with the limitations laid down, it seems as if we can make some progress, but nothing will
be done in the matter here until we can report back to Mr. Tillotson what we can obtain in the
way of permission from the landowners.
When you have had an opportunity to think the matter over, you can tell me what you think can
be done and we will proceed accordingly. I take it that our principal problem is to try to get in
writing the oral permissions which you have received.
cc: Philbrick, Sawyer, Torrey, Stubbs, Greene
February 20, 1935. Myron Avery to George F. Huff, Gazette Publishing Co., Dexter, Me.
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Dear Mr. Huff:
You may recall that in 1927 you had a rather extensive correspondence with Mrs. Fannie Hardy
Eckstorm, with respect to the origin of the word Onawa. You may remember that you told Mrs.
Eckstorm of the legend of the burial of the daughter of an Indian Chief as told you by Mr. Hiram
Floyd. In turn, Mrs. Eckstorm wrote you what Lucius L. Hubbard had written her to the effect
that Messrs. Haynes and Sprague decided to change the name of “Ship Pond” to Lake Onawa,
taking the name from Hiawatha. Mrs. Eckstorm has handed me the original correspondence.
Your last letter to her, of February 8, 1927, said that you were going to check the story with the
Mr. Marshall Floyd, great-grandson of the man who was supposed to know the location of the
grave.
To close up the matter, I thought I would ask if you ever got in touch with Mr. Floyd and
received any further information.
ONAWA
(Notes taken April, 1932, from Percy D. Harmon, 61 ½ Betton Street, Brewer, by Mrs. F. H.
Eckstorm—Sent to M. H. Avery, Feb., 1935)
Harmon was a boy at Willimantic when the spool mill was running in 1887. His mother kept the
boarding house there. He heard the place called both Onawa and Ship Pond. He used to find
Indian relics, such as arrowheads and hatchets.
He drew me a map of the region, showing Onawa, the stream to Sebec Lake and Wilson Stream,
with the mountains—Benson, Notch and Barren on the right of the head of Onawa and Boarstone
at the left. On the right of the outlet, but along the shore of Onawa, between that and Benson
Mtn., he marked out a battle-ground where he had found a great many relics of an Indian battle.
These relics were found about 1898. The old Willimantic Linen Co. cut a road, put in two twitch
roads and the relics were turned up in road-making —arrow-heads, tomahawks, spears, all of
stone. The whole crew were finding things and threw them away when found.
On the left of Boarstone he indicated a five-mile carry to Wilson Stream which came in at the
Lower Falls.
Legend: It was claimed that between Benson and Barren Mts. the Chesuncooks and the
Penobscots fought a fierce battle over a princess by the name of Onawa. They overtook her and
she jumped into the lake and was drowned and was buried near a birch tree. They dug, found
signs of Indian burial and stopped digging. Weston was a trapper at Buck’s Cove at the time of
the Miramichi Fire, 1825. Buck’s Cove was at the foot of Sebec Lake.
(This taken down from my scratch notes made while conversing with Mr. Harmon. I am not sure
that Notch is a mountain; the map makes it appear like the notch between two mountains. Note
by Mrs. F.H.E.)
See map to Barren-Chairback Region in GUIDE TO THE APPALACHAN TRAIL IN MAINE.
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February 23, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of the 20th inst. I think you had better talk with Mr. Fechner and get his
attitude. It seems to me it is sort of looking a gift horse in the mouth as the landowners gave us
permission to cross their lands, to take free stumpage from them, to build camp sites and fire
places and shelters, and have agreed to give a lease of these camp sites to Forest Commissioner
for a five or ten year term at a nominal rental of $1.00 per year, which is a matter of fact in many
instances not collected, to go asking them to give more easements, or put the matter in writing.
The landowners is not asking for this trail. They are willing to cooperate and are public spirited.
It might be well to accentuate to Mr. Fechner that the private lands in Maine in the
unincorporated townships are used as public lands excepting so far as cutting growth is
concerned.
Let me know what you get back from Mr. Fechner.
It would seem as though the President might be interested in this trail, going as it does, from
Maine to Georgia. Is there any approach that any of the club have to the President? I am thinking
of this latter in case Mr. Fechner feels that he cannot act. I know that he will be interested and
will help us if it is possible.
February 23, 1935. Ronald Gower to Myron Avery [Postcard]
Dear Myron:
Stubbs, in acknowledging receipt of “Appalachia” writes, “Assuming that we will be able to get
the C.C.C. to do some work on this Trail next year, it occurs to me that perhaps you can get such
a party as Mr. Greene to do reconnaissance work on the present Trail, with the view to
improving it by straightening it out and connecting it with scenic points, which we were not able
to do when it was first established. With the use of the C.C.C., I believe we can do more of this
work.”
I have written all the camp-owners along the next section sending copies to Stubbs, on whom I
expect to lean heavily, as I have not the faintest conception of this new country, unlike the
preceding section. The Excursion Comm. meets next Thurs. and is expected to O.K. my plans.
February 26, 1935. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
The Appalachian Trail as established in Maine follows old roads, tote roads, skidding trails, foot
trails, and blazed lines through the woods. Mr. Sewall has secured oral permission for the use
and designation of the trail as such and the Landowners or their representatives are aware of
what is being done.
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Mr. Violette does not feel that we can undertake to secure written leases from all the owners of
land that this trail crosses. In some cases this might be readily given, but in others it would take
an endless amount of correspondence to secure the signatures of all the fractional owners of land
held in common and undivided. As it is now, the trail in many cases has been put through with as
much approval and authority as we have for our own Departmental projects, such as woods
telephone lines, fire lookout trails and camp sites.
Now, the Commissioner finds himself confronted with the problem of securing written approval
or the granting of easements for all the C.C.C. projects that have been undertaken. This is a big
undertaking.
If we can not secure the cooperation of the C.C.C. on these trails, we will have to depend on the
forest fire wardens, fish and game wardens and local cooperation. This will probably take longer
and involve more supervision, but eventually we will get a passable trail through.
February 28, 1935. Myron Avery to The Shenandoah Publishing House
Gentlemen:
On my return I found your invoice for printing the stationery. I know that some of it has been
received but the consignment addressed to me has not arrived. How was it addressed?
You recall the 4-way quotation, recently made on the Maine Guide. Nothing more to convince
me of the rising cost of printing is needed than to compare the last quotation of $52 with the
second earlier proposal. It is $10 higher. I had reduced the manuscript slightly and with the
compact typing, I wanted you, naturally, to quote on the final form. The reason for the single
space typing is that we have been getting quotations on printing by the photographic process.
The manuscript was accordingly prepared for that--by single spacing it. It will require re-typing
for that work now by reason of errors but was clear enough for printing. Naturally, we want to
place the business with you--but that photographic process is only 50% of the cost of your last
bid. The Conference funds are so limited that we must save everywhere possible. The advantage
to us in printing is, of course, in having the type held for use with the rest of the book. I think,
therefore, it would be well to ask you to cheek the manuscript again and the old quotation.
Please furnish a detailed bid which will enable us to compare the total bill with your quotation of
January 4th, 1935. The total is high.
cc: Torrey {Please return manuscript.}
February 28, 1935. Walter Greene to Herbert L. Swett, President, Maine Development
Commission
Dear Mr. Swett:
It is certainly kind of you and I appreciate greatly your early reply to my letter and the
consideration which you have given it, in addition to telling me so frankly of the situation in the
State. I haven’t lived all of my life in Maine without often encountering a peculiar mental slant
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so frequently present there. I can sense, appreciate and understand the difficulties that you, no
doubt, have to contend with and how you have carried on; but, in these changing times, I feel
that a wider vision cannot help but prevail, perhaps sooner than we anticipate. Mr. Avery and I
are putting up a battle and we can only hope for the best and leave it in your good hands.
It seemed to me that it might be effective and helpful if I was able to send a copy of my letter to
you, to the various members of the Development Commission. I should not, of course, do this
without your approval, and as I know that you are a very busy man, I am going to suggest that if
I do not hear from you that I may consider this procedure in order. If for any reason you prefer
that I not follow this course, just send me a brief note. If I do not hear from you within the next
week, I shall go ahead on this basis.
You know, I am sure, that I am very grateful to you for your interest and assistance in this
connection.
You may be interested in the enclosed copy of letter which I am sending to all of the Outing
Clubs in the east, and in addition, to about 500 other people who have shown an interest in the
A.T. project. I am hoping that this publicity outside of the State will attract a good deal of
attention.
February 28, 1935 Myron Avery to Leon F. Magoon, Executive Secretary, Intercollegiate
Outing Club Association
Dear Mr. Magoon:
I am enclosing a copy of a letter which Mr. Walter D. Greene has written to a number of
organizations in connection with the Appalachian Trail Conference.
It seemed to me that Mr. Greene’s letter suggests an opportunity for a rather unusual trip which
should be of interest to many of the College Outing Clubs. I am sending this to you with the
thought that you may be able to give the matter some publicity - perhaps reprint portions of the
letter in the Bulletin.
If you have available an additional copy of your last Bulletin, I think you would find it of interest
to send it to Mr. Greene, at the Lambs Club, 128 W. 44th St., New York City. Mr. Greene has
done some remarkable work in constructing the trail in Maine.
I am looking forward to the next issue of your publication.
Within a very few days we will send you a copy of a report to the Board of Managers, detailing
our 1935 Conference in the Shenandoah National Park. Some of your members might find this
region of much interest.
cc: Greene
February 28, 1935. Myron Avery to L. T. Ibbotson, Librarian, University of Maine
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Dear Mr. Ibbotson:
With further reference to your letter and my reply.
The present editor of Appalachia is Miss Ruth G. Hardy, 37 Garden Place, Brooklyn, New York.
Its next issue will appear about the middle of the year. I suggest that you send Miss Hardy not
only the 267-page “History of Lumbering in Maine 1820-1861”, but, if still available, A. G.
Hempstead’s “The Penobscot Boom and the Development of the West Branch of the Penobscot
River for Log Driving”. The latter is particularly valuable by reason of Mr. Hempstead’s years
of association with the Great Northern Paper Company. Many members of the Appalachian
Mountain Club frequent the Maine wilderness; a still larger number should find these
publications of absorbing interest. Their existence should be known to the 5,000 members of
this Club through a notice in Appalachia. I do not have reference to a specialized technical
review which presumes some knowledge of the subject on the part of the would-be reviewer but
a notice which would disclose the vast amount of historical and geographical material contained
in these publications.
I was interested to note the references to the “King’s Broad Arrow” policy in the New England
Forests. Just before Albron’s book appeared—he finished Bowdoin three years ahead of me—I
wrote for the Maine Naturalist an account of the enforcement of the King’s Broad Arrow based
mainly upon data contained in the pre-revolutionary War admiralty decisions. There is a
fascinating story to be read even in the decisions. The Maine Naturalist (Arthur H. Norton, Elm
Street, Portland, Maine) may still have copies of the two issues. As the articles were not
mentioned in Mr. Wood’s Bibliography, I assume that they did not come to his attention. I
enclose a copy of this letter which you may care to forward to him in this connection.
I trust that the Library received the literature relating to the Trail in Maine, which I referred to in
my earlier letter, and that it was able to meet my requests.
cc: Miss Hardy, Mr. Greene
Sent extra carbon copy to Mr. Ibbotson
February 28, 1935. Myron Avery to Prentiss & Carlisle, Bangor
Gentlemen:
I have been wondering if you expect to issue your Oxford County map in the near future.
We are revising our various A.T. maps and shall send you copies in the near future.
Expressing our appreciation of your past courtesies.
March 1, 1935. Myron Avery to Shailer Philbrick
Dear Shay:
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I have your letter of February 23rd. I sent you on Wednesday several unfolded copies of your
map. This ought to make the work much easier. I am enclosing with this letter a map on which I
have made several corrections and I think I have made the designation of the various trails
sufficiently clear. You will notice that some of the names are rather obscure. If there was any
way of bringing up these on the tracing at this time, it should be done. Make all of the
corrections you have in mind and we will look after the Boarstone contours.
As I think this matter over, I am afraid there may be considerable difficulty. The point is this.
The substance of the second tracing - the trails and roads - is already on the tracing on aluminum.
If we do not get an absolutely exact register, some of the old outline will show. For example,
some of the trails which are now broken dashes would be small dots to indicate blue-blazed trails.
Another difficulty might be that the circles for the A.T. in black might not absolutely coincide
with the new ones in red. The alternative — and I do not know whether it is feasible, of course is to take the trails and roads off of the aluminum and restore any topographic features which
have been blotted out. It would seem that the railroad might just as well be in red as the other
roads.
When you think this over, if you see that it won’t work, there is, of course, the possibility of
taking the negative from which the present map was made and painting out with white paint the
trails shown on that and restoring the contours with black ink. This is on the theory that the
Aeronautical Engineering Company can still find the original negative - a thing about which I am
not too sure.
This is really a splendid map and I think that having the artificial features in red makes these
useful features very prominent. For the road I would use a heavy solid line; the doubled line is
inconspicuous. The small dots do for the blue-blazed trails. I would really like to put this in first
class form.
As soon as you have this letter and think the matter over, we can decide how to proceed. Nothing
new to report.
P.S. I do not think we need any other classification than I have shown in the Legend. I would
suggest that you might follow the Geological Survey practice and show where the roads which
run off the map go to.
March 1, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your recent letter.
I hope that Major Welch can get us the results we want, it is simply to have the projects which I
have laid out along the trail for Maine approved. If you need any help from me, such as maps or
anything of that kind let me know.
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I do not think it will be at all possible to get written easements for this trail other than leases to
the Forest Commissioner of the sites where we build Adirondack shelters. At the same time I do
not think that any objection will ever be raised to the use of the trail across the wild lands if it is
built. Good luck.
March 2, 1935. George T. Carlisle to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have just completed the map of Aroostook County which it was necessary to publish in two
sections. We believe at the present time that this will complete our work on these county maps
for the present year.
If we can be of any assistance in the revision of your various maps, we would be very glad to
have you write us.
March 2, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
I was out of the office when Major Welch called, after his talk with Mr. Fechner. The following
is the message he left for me:
"Major Welch had lunch today with Mr. Fechner, who is in charge of C.C.C., regarding the
uncompleted portion of the A.T. over private property. Mr. Fechner reported that the Forestry
Service had difficulty with owners of private property in keeping open truck trails through their
property. The private owners had constructed fences and gates at these openings and had
furnished to the Forest Service, keys. This necessitates stopping at the gates each time and
opening and closing same and it has developed into a nuisance. The National Forest Service
issued an order that no further work be done on the trails going through private property. Mr.
Fechner appreciates the difference between truck and hiking trails and said that he would speak
to Mr. S., head of the National Forest Service and see if he could not have the order altered. Mr.
Fechner said that he would be glad to have the C.C.C. boys complete the hiking trails over
private property without easements. Major Welch wants Mr. Avery to see Mr. S. and talk the
matter over with him. Mr. Fechner is willing to see Mr. S. to see what arrangement can be made
and is willing to have the C.C.C. do the work if the National Forest Service does not feel
disposed to do so.
I will keep you advised of developments. This looks extremely encouraging.
cc: Stubbs, Greene
March 4, 1935. Percival Baxter to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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I have your letter of the twenty-sixth in regard to the Appalachian Trail and I have read what you
say with interest. Mr. Coe is much interested in this area and I am glad that he is cooperating
with you.
The trip that I made to Togue Pond when the party was starting to make the Trail last Fall with
Mr. Gower, was a very pleasant one and my only regret was that I could not join such an
interesting group.
When I see Mr. Violette and Commissioner Stobie I shall be very glad to talk this matter over
with them for they too are much interested in this area. In this matter, you, Mr. Gower and our
"Trail” friends have rendered a very distinct service to the State of Maine.
When your 1935 Katahdin Booklet is ready I should appreciate it if you will send me a copy for
which of course I shall be glad to pay.
With my kind regards.
March 4, 1935. Leon E. Magoon, Intercollegiate Outing Club Assoc., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter of February 28, and also for the enclosure from Mr. Greene about the
Appalachian Trail in Maine. I think the Clubs in the Association will be very much interested in
knowing more about the possibilities for trips in Maine, and therefore I am publishing parts of
Mr. Greene’s letter in the March issue of the Bulletin.
I shall forward the last issues of the Bulletin to Mr. Greene as you suggested, and I am looking
forward to the news about the Shenandoah National Park Conference which you mentioned.
March 5, 1935. STP to George Stobie, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries & Game
Dear Stobie:
I have been following the Appalachian Trail and its progress into Maine with a good deal of
interest, not because I am particularly fond of walking but because Myron Avery, who is the
mainspring of the idea, is from my home town and because I think it is a good thing anyway.
Mr. Walter Greene, who divides his time between New York and Maine and has done a great
deal of the initial work on the Maine part of the trail, tells me that they are trying to pry 250
much needed dollars out of the Maine Development Commission. I notice that you are a member
and probably the only real good back-woodsman in the lot. Naturally, I feel that if there is any
way that the Commission can put up this amount it would probably be very well spent money.
I would like to get your ideas as to whether you think they will get the appropriation or if not the
entire amount, whether a smaller amount can be had. Two or three of us thought that we might
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try to get some small personal contributions to match against an appropriation by the
Commission if it was necessary.
P.S. Spent several days with Pinhook Thurston last fall and a little time at Hebron. Pinhook
hasn't changed a bit in 25 years.
March 9, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have just received copy of your letter of the 7th ulto. to Mr. Stubbs. We will take all these parts
into consideration if the projects are approved. That matter seems to be definitely on your
shoulders just at present; if you get stuck let me know. Please use every effort, however, without
calling me into it.
I discussed the matter of some crews for this work with the Army this week, and we will get
every cooperation that branch of the service can give. Meanwhile, however, I am not moving
until definite approval is had.
March 11, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
I have your letter of March 9th. I have had to wait a few days by reason of Mr. Tillotson being
out of town but it looks now as if we would make the grade. That is that the requirement of
written permission or sort of easement will not be insisted on but a less formal type of
permission will suffice. This, thanks to your earlier activities, we already have. Mr. Fechner had
already discussed the matter with Acting Forester Granger and while his then attitude did not
entirely reflect all that Major Welch wrote me, Mr. Granger thought that the project would be
approved. Here is how it stands. 1 am to write a letter on behalf of the Conference agreeing on its
behalf to maintain the Trail etc. and that we will obtain permission of the landowners. I am to
point out that it is not feasible to get easements or written permission but that it is believed that
public rights and use will not suffer thereby. This letter goes to Region 7 at the Forest Service; it
will pass the project along, we hope, approved. Thus we shall get the project authorized.
If and when you come to consider the situation west of the Kennebec, 1 hope you will have in
mind the considerations which I have suggested for the relocated route by way of Pierce Pond.
I will keep you fully advised and will send you a copy of the letter which I shall first show
informally to Mr. Tillotson. We will hope that nothing else interferes with the success of the
venture.
{Copy Torrey, Greene, Welch, Stubbs}
March 11, 1935. Robert F. Maxcy, Portland, Maine to Walter Greene
My dear Mr. Greene:

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

28

As I will probably be working in the interests of the State Development Commission in obtaining
a series of pictures of the Gulf of Maine, I am writing you at the suggestion of Mr. Harrie B. Coe.
Would like to know in a rough way:
1. How far from nearest Auto Road—(To plan on packing in cameras and equipment.)
2. Where trail starts?
3. Extent on river of the Gulf.
4. Is there good fishing in the waters?
5. Can waters be reached by canoe from any point?
Am planning on spending from ten days to three weeks in the Katahdin section between
Millinocket and Rip. Dam and hope to get some really worthwhile pictures.
Thanking you in advance for any information,
March 11, 1935. Myron Avery to Percival P. Baxter
Dear Mr. Baxter:
Thank you very much for your letter of March 4th.
Mr. Swett of the Development Commission has assured us of his interest in the project. Mr.
Violette, of course, has been of very real help. I wish, however, we had some way of
approaching the Governor so as to obtain a sympathetic hearing—for his attitude might be
controlling with the Commission.
I shall be sure to send you the Katahdin Bibliography and you may be very sure that we shall
greatly appreciate any assistance which you can give us.
March 12, 1935. Walter Greene to Governor Louis J. Brann
My dear Governor:
I have had recently a rather considerable correspondence with Mr. Swett, Chairman of the Maine
Development Commission, with respect to the advantage to the State in developing and placing
the Appalachian Trail project upon a more permanent and substantial basis. Mr. Swett has very
kindly written me that he will place the matter before your Commission at an early meeting.
In order to facilitate consideration of this project and so that the value of the Trail as a present
and future asset of the State may be thoroughly understood, with Mr. Swett’s permission, I am
enclosing a copy of a letter which I have written Mr. Swett. As the return to the State is so
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extensive for the small amount of aid sought, we earnestly hope that the Commission will find it
possible to act favorably on the project.
{Copy to all members of Me. Dev. Com.}
March 12, 1935. Walter Greene to George J. Stobie
Sir:
I have had recently a rather considerable correspondence with Mr. Swett, Chairman of the Maine
Development Commission, with respect to the advantage to the State in developing and placing
the Appalachian Trail project upon a more permanent and substantial basis. Mr. Swett has very
kindly written me that he will place the matter before your Commission at an early meeting.
In order to facilitate consideration of this project and so that the value of the Trail as a present
and future asset of the State may be thoroughly understood, with Mr. Swett’s permission, I am
enclosing a copy of a letter which I have written Mr. Swett. As the return to the State is so
extensive for the small amount of aid sought, we earnestly hope that the Commission will find it
possible to act favorably on the project.
{Copy to all members of Me. Dev. Com.}
March 14, 1935. Card from Appalachian Mountain Club to George T. Carlisle announcing
his election to active membership in the AMC, accompanied by the following letter:
To the New Member:
The Appalachian Mountain Club cordially welcomes you as a fellow enthusiast for
mountaineering and its associated activities. It sincerely hopes you will find among them those
interests which will increase your pleasure in living and bring you into contact with congenial
spirits, — be it on the trails, at the camps or at the meetings, lectures, and social gatherings.
Our membership includes many specialists who welcome another with the same hobby. Our
library, the map collections, and the photographic and art exhibitions at the Club House are aids
and inspirations to many members. Appalachia records the varying activities of our Club and of
mountaineers the world over.
The many Club Chapters make it easy to find a group with whom to associate oneself. A new
member will find that a visit to any of the Club camps, a Club trip, or camping expedition is a
sure way to acquire the feeling that one "belongs" and that the more one does with the Club, the
more one will want to do. Here are people with whom to work hard and play hard. The
friendships thus formed are sincere and the experiences a store of pleasant memories.
March 16, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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I have your letter of the 11th inst. with Major Welch’s letter attached. This looks good. Keep me
posted.
We hardly have any of our projects approved yet and just as soon as this Appalachian Trail is
approved I will want to begin to make arrangements for equipment. It takes a long time to do
that.
March 18th, 1935. Myron Avery, Chairman, Board of Managers, The Appalachian Trail
Conference, to Mr. R. M. Evans, Forester, Region 7, Washington, D. Attention Mr. C. R.
Tillotson.
Dear Sir:
It is understood that there has been recommended, as a C.C.C. project for the State of Maine, the
improvement of the now existing Appalachian Trail and the construction of unfinished portions
in that state for the dual purpose of fire protection and as a recreational project. At the present
time the Trail is completed, marked, measured and in use from Katahdin to Sugarloaf Mountain,
a distance of 180 miles; the uncompleted portion, extending west to Grafton Notch, is
approximately 65 miles. The work hitherto has been accomplished under the supervision of the
Appalachian Trail Conference through local efforts with the aid of the Maine Forest and Inland
Fisheries and Game Departments. The project has been approved by the Maine Development
Commission. The Appalachian Trail Conference is a federation of hiking clubs In the Eastern
Atlantic States sponsoring and maintaining the Appalachian Trail which is for the free use not
only of trail club members but of the general public.
In consideration of the approval of the recommended use of the C.C.C. to construct such a trail in
Maine, the Appalachian Trail Conference agrees to continue to maintain the Trail and keep it
marked and available for public travel and for such use as it is constructed.
The Conference further agrees to obtain the permission of the landowners to the construction of
the Trail across their lands. In fact, oral permission--both on the completed section and along the
proposed route of the extension--has already been given to the Forester of the C.C.C. projects in
Maine.
Due to local conditions, it is not practicable to procure this permission in writing or to obtain
written easements. The owners are perfectly willing to have the trail constructed and marked
across their lands but wish to avoid creating any encumbrances. By reason of the local situation,
the right of “free fishing and fowling" granted every freeholder in the State to all ponds of over
ten acres and the extensive public use made of these lands, it is believed that no difficulty will
result in accepting the oral permissions and that neither the rights of the public nor the use of the
trail will be interfered with in any way. Practically we think that the situation will be the same
whether the permission is oral or written and that the impossibility and impracticability of
procuring written permission should not prevent the approval of the project.
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With respect to the campsites to be erected along the Trail, the landowners are willing to give
written leases of the restricted sites specifying a nominal rental.
cc: Sewall, Stubbs, Greene
March 19, 1935. Myron Avery to George Houghton, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Houghton:
Will you kindly add the following names to the list which I furnished early in the year to receive
copies of the 1935 issue of “In the Maine Woods”. I enclose copy of letter from the Librarian at
Bowdoin College, which may interest you:
Ruth G. Hardy
37 Garden Place
Brooklyn, N.Y.
James C. Merrill
73 North Main Street
Haverhill, Mass.
Orville W. Crowder
4217 Vermont Avenue
Baltimore, Md.
Shailer S. Philbrick
2130 Sherman Avenue
Evanston, Illinois
Ernest A. Dench
Ho-ho-kus
New Jersey
Mary Dorsey
410 A. West 20th St.
Wilmington, Del.
Martin Kilpatrick
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pa.
March 20, 1935. LIST OF PERSONS TO WHOM MAINE DEVELOPMENT BOOKLET
MOUNT KATAHDIN (1935, second edition) TO BE SENT
M. H. Avery, U.S. Shipping Board Merchant Fleet Corporation, Wash, D,C, (12 copies)
R. H. Crawford, Togue Pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine
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Oliver Cobb, Katahdin Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine
J. L. Macdonald, White House Camps, Mlllinocket, Maine,
Joe Boudreau, Third West Branch, Kokadjo, Maine
J. B. Dodge, A.M.C. Pinkham Notch Camps, Gorham, N.H.
McCleod and Call, Little Lyford Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
Sherman’s Camps, Big Lyford Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
Earl York, York’s Twin Pine Camps, Greenville, Maine
Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
W. L. Arnold, Big Huston Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine
Chadwick's Camps, West Branch Ponds, Kokadjo, Maine
Leon E. Potter, The Antlers Camps, Joe Mary Lake, Mlllinocket, Maine
Mrs. Robert McDougall, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross, Maine
Ralph York, Long Pond Camps, Milo, Maine
The Call Studio, Dexter, Maine,
Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps, Greenville, Maine
Will Dore. Long Pond Camps, Monson, Maine,
Ned K. Anderson, Brae Bum Farm, Sherman, P. 0. Gaylordsville, Connecticut
Ralph C. Larrabee, 912 Beacon St., Boston, Massachusetts,
H. C. Anderson, American Security Building, Washington, D.C.
The Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Helon N. Taylor, Game Warden, Eustis, Maine
Hon. Percival F, Baxter, 191 Pine St,, Portland, Maine
LeRoy Dudley, Stacyville, Maine
Bradeen’s Kidney Pond Camps, Greenville, Maine
The Library, Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine,
The Library, University of Maine, Orono, Maine
The Library, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine,
Edward S. C. Smith, Department of Geology, Union College, Schenectady, N.Y.
Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, Wilson Street, Brewer, Maine
Edward B. Draper, 55 Magazine St., Cambridge, Massachusetts
Charles Maher, Care of Trout Brook Farm, Matagamon Post Office, Maine
Arthur C. Comey, Abbot Building, Harvard Square, Cambridge, Massachusetts
R. L. M. Underhill, 130 Warren St., Newton Centre, Mass.
W. H. Williamson, 1590 Boulevard Ave., Hartford, Connecticut
Kenneth A. Henderson, 238 Chestnut St,, West Newton, Massachusetts
Kenneth S. Boardman, Securities & Exchange Commission, Washington, D.C.
A. H. Jackman, Northwestern Mutual Ins. Co., Investment Bldg.,Wash., D.C.
Edgar L. Mills, Christian Science Monitor, Back Bay Station, Boston, Mass.
Raymond B. Torrey, 99-28 193rd St,, Hollis, Queens, Long Island, N.Y.
Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy St., Boston, Mass, (2 copies)
S. S. Philbrick, 3120 Sherman Ave., Evanston, Illinois
Ronald L. Gower, 155 Oakleigh Road, Newton, Massachusetts
Charles W, Blood, 511 Barristers Hall, Boston, Massachusetts
Dean Peabody, Jr., 362 Clyde St,, Brookline, Massachusetts
Charles Warner, Fall River, Massachusetts,
Arthur H, Norton, Elm St,, Portland, Maine,
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Robert G. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Augusta, Maine,
Miss Mary Jo Kempt, American Civic Ass'n., Union Trust Bldg., Wash., D.C.
H. G. Avery, Lubec, Maine (3 copies)
Dr. Lore A. Rogers, 3635 S. St. N.W., Washington, D.C.
Kathryn A. Fulkerson, The Ethelhurst, 1025-15th St. N.W. Washington D.C. (2 copies)
Dr. G. W. Leadbetter, 4437 Cathedral Ave, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Ernest A. Dench, Ho-ho-kus, New Jersey
Mary Dorsey, 410 A West 20th St., Wilmington, Delaware
Ruth G. Hardy, 35 Garden Place, Brooklyn, N.Y.
Orville W. Crowder, 4217 Vermont Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland,
J. F. Schairer, Carnegie Geophysical Laboratory, Washington, D.C.
Walter D. Greene (4 copies)-3823 --212th St,, Bayside, Long Island, N.Y,
March 20, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert F. Maxcy
Dear Mr. Maxcy:
Mr. Greene has very kindly forwarded to me your letter of March 11th, so that I might be in a
position to give you all of the available information with respect to the Gulf. It happens that “In
the Maine Woods" (1935; George M. Houghton, General Passenger Agent, Bangor & Aroostook
Railroad, Bangor, Maine) has just published Mr. Greene’s detailed account of the Gulf. This
article (10¢) not only gives the present-day conditions but repeats the Guidebook description of
Lucius L. Hubbard’s GUIDE TO MOOSEHEAD LAKE AND VICINITY. This will be
particularly valuable to you in searching out the interesting features. Our A.T.C. Whitecap map
will contain an insert map of the Gulf, showing the trail system there. If you will keep in touch
with us and let us know before you make your trip, we will place one of these maps in your
hands.
Mr. Greene’s article tells of the approach by Katahdin Iron Works. The C.C.C. is improving the
Pleasant River Road, and I understand that you can now drive within 4 miles of McLeod &
Call’s Camps on Little Lyford Ponds. This will be the nearest approach in the event that you
wish to come in from Kokadjo. If you come in from Katahdin Iron Works, you will find York’s
Long Pond Camps the nearest accommodations. The Hermitage is a private camp of the Advance
Bag and Paper Company (Howland, Maine). If you are in a position to make arrangements to be
looked after there by its caretaker, you will be within one or two miles of the Gulf.
The best photographs which I have seen, have been taken from below - in the river bed. You will
see a number of postcards at York’s Camps. This means, however, a rather strenuous trip in the
river bed to get the best results. Pictures from above are not so satisfactory.
I note that you were planning to spend some time in the Katahdin section. I appreciate that a
photographer of your skill and reputation undoubtedly would obtain sufficient to make the trip
very well worthwhile but, as you perhaps know, photographic possibilities in the Katahdin
region have been pretty much worked over. You will note the collection in the booklets of the
Publicity Bureau. I should like to suggest that, to make available a wider variety of photographs,
you consider the possibility of spending some of your time along the route of the A.T. south
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from Katahdin. I am sure the trip could be worked out so as not to be unduly laborious, even
with your photographic equipment. It would have the further advantage of providing
photographs for a new and little publicized region. We expect to offer to Mr. Coe the manuscript
for a booklet along this very scenic section of Maine, and having available high- class
photographs would fit in with this project. I strongly urge you not to spend all of your time at
Katahdin. I am enclosing a card which tells of the material available for the Trail route. I hope
you will bear in mind to keep in touch with us as your plans develop. I am sending a copy of this
letter to Mr. Greene and to Mr. Coe.
cc: Greene, Coe
March 23, 1935. Myron Avery to Arthur C. Sylvester
Dear Mr. Sylvester:
I have your letter of March 21st and will return your negatives as soon as the slides can be made.
I appreciate your kindness in this connection.
The Park Service called my office late Monday afternoon and said that you were on your way. I
was anticipating very much the pleasure of talking with you. I hope when you come to
Washington again you will let me know in advance of your trip. I should like also to have had
the pleasure of going with you in the Shenandoah Park area, for this is the principal scene of
activity of our local Trail Club and I should like to have had you see some of its own trails and
shelters.
I will appreciate your keeping me advised of developments at Katahdin. Incidentally, we are
planning a trip in late August and September over the Trail from south to north, winding up at
Katahdin. If the group is as large as the present interest indicates, the matter of accommodations
at Chimney Pond and getting transportation may present difficulty. If it becomes necessary, I am
hoping that we can get some help from C.C.C. trucks.
March 23, 1935. [Date not certain] Announcement of Potomac Appalachian Trail Club Trip
in Maine, August, 1935. [Draft. See full announcement at end of this transcript.]
NATURE OF TRIP
This trip will lead through an absolute wilderness, with towns often 100 miles distant. However,
the Trail is so plainly and carefully marked that, with the slightest care, no difficulty should be
experienced. Straying from the Trail can, however, be a very serious matter and ordinary
prudence is required. Each day’s trip, as listed in the itinerary, is moderate and, with a reasonable
degree of preparation, should afford no difficulty. This same trip--in the reverse direction--was
made last summer by a party of 18 from the Appalachian Mountain Club, of varying ages and
capabilities.
There are also opportunities at the various camps for canoeing.
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It is possible, for those who wish to make a shorter trip, to go to Greenville and drive over the
Great Northern road via Kokadjo to Yoke Pond Camps.
ACCOMMODATIONS
The Sporting Camps, which furnish the accommodations for this trip, are unique institutions.
They consist of a group of log cabins, with a central dining hall. By reason of the size of the
party, in some instances the sharing of beds may be necessary. The food will be found to be very
wholesome and the quarters entirely comfortable. With the exception of at Rainbow Lake, there
are no "bathtubs" along the route of the Trail; a swimming suit is therefore an indispensable item
of equipment.
This is in no sense a marathon hike but there is a considerable difference between one day trips
and continuous trail travel, even for moderate distances. To assure the maximum enjoyment on
the trip, we most strongly urge that you take steps to insure being in the best possible physical
condition. Take a two-day trip ever some section of the Trail - for example - walk across
Maryland. If you can do this comfortably, you need have no apprehension of the Maine trip. We
also urge most strongly that you make sure that your footgear is comfortable and will not cause
blisters. Do not commit the indiscretion of starting out with a new or unbroken pair of shoes.
(Blisters are the greatest drawback on trips of this sort.) Their occurrence can be largely
prevented by taking simple precautions to harden the skin. Buy an ounce of tannic acid powder
from the druggist. Put it in two quarts of water. Soak your feet for 16 minutes for a half dozen
times before the trip. (Tannic acid is used in tanning leather and the effect on the skin will be
obvious.)
A most painstaking effort should be made to keep your pack as light as possible. Under no
circumstances should your load exceed 10 pounds. A change of clothing and underwear,
swimming suit, toilet articles, raincoat, socks, flashlight with extra bulb, Guide to Appalachian
Trail in Maine and accompanying maps, cup, compass and matches are all that are required. We
suggest the advisability of adding a pound to your load in the form of some emergency food--if
the occasion for its use should arise. At the risk of some comment, we recall that our emergency
ration in 1933 was a one-pound can of beans. A liberal supply of band-aids and a first-aid outfit
will complete the essentials. Canteens are not required. The less you carry the more energy you
will have for the enjoyment of the trip. Spare clothing can be mailed in. We suggest that a
change of clothing be sent to yourself--“Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, Care Berry’s Yoke
Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine” (reached on the
day), or to York’s Twin Pine Camps,
Greenville, Maine (reached on the
day). Use a cheap, navy duffel bag with a return
addressed tag enclosed, together with estimated postage, so that you can mail back from the
Camps the discarded clothing. It is advisable to include extra flashlight batteries and a spare pair
of shoes--in the event that they are required--in this spare parcel of clothing. This should be
mailed at least a week in advance of the trip’s leaving Washington, as mail delivery to these
camps occupies several days.
All of the sporting camps have long distance telephone connections and telegrams or mail (allow
a week) can be sent to the addresses indicated for the respective camps. Also, from the camps, at
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varying expense, arrangements can be made to procure transportation back to the railroad at
either Greenville, Norcross or Millinocket.
LITERATURE
Every person on this trip should have GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE,
which contains a detailed description of the route, together with the A. T. C. KATAHDIN TO
EAST BRANCH and WHITE CAP maps. These may be obtained from the Trail Conference,
901 Union Trust Building. Articles descriptive of the Trail will be found in the 1934 and 1935
issues of IN THE MAINE WOODS (10¢; George M. Houghton, General Passenger Agent,
Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Me.). The December, 1934 issue of APPALACHIA
contains an article by Ronald D. Gower, on the Appalachian Mountain Club 1934 trip over this
section of the Trail. (APPALACHIA can be obtained from the Appalachian Mountain Club, 5
Joy St., Boston, Mass. at 50¢ per copy to members of mountain clubs.) Other literature is
referred to in the Bibliography in the Guidebook.
ITINERARY
Date

Objective

Miles

Aug. 24th
(Sat.)

From end of auto road at
Bodfish Farm (eleven miles
from Me. Hwy 15 at Monson,
hike over Barren Mtn. to Dore’s
Mountain View Camps (P. O.
Monson, Me.) on west end of
Long Pond
Chairback-Barren Range: Side
trail from Dore’s Camp to A. T.
(3.4 m.) and 8.8 m. on A.T. to
York’s Long Pond Camps (P. O.
Katahdin Iron Works) over
Fourth, Third and Columbus
Mtns.—rough trail through
uncut spruce forest.
Exploration of Gulf Hagas;
return to York’s Camps—see
1935 IN THE MAINE WOODS.
Long Pond to West Branch
Ponds over White Cap Mtn.
(3700 ft.)

11 ¾
(Shorter route, 5.9 m.,
missing Barren Mtn., up
tote-road to Long Pond;
diverges from A. T. 2.4
m. from Bodfish Farm.)

Aug. 25th
(Sun.)

Aug. 26th
(Mon.)
Aug. 27th
(Tues.)

12.2 m. (Optional side
trail to Chairback Mtn. 1
m. additional;
extraordinary view.

Guidebook
References
pp. 43-5 (A. T.
C. Bodfish
Farm to Moxie
Pond Map.)

pp. 41-3

8 m.

p. 40 A.T.C.
White Cap
Region Map
15.5 m. to Boudreau’s
pp. 37-40
Camp (accommodates 8) A.T.C. White
on Third West Branch
Cap Region
Pond or 14.8 m. at
Map
Chadwick’s West
Branch Pond Camps (P.
O. Kokadjo, Me.)
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Aug. 28th
(Wed.)

West Branch Ponds to Yoke
Pond Camps, Charles Berry (P.
O. Kokadjo, Me.)

9.6 m. from Boudreau’s’
11 m. from Chadwick’s.

Aug. 29th
(Thurs.)

Yoke Ponds to Potter’s Antlers
Camps (P. O. Millinocket, Me.)
on Lower Joe Mary Lake

14.05 m. (no climbing;
easy trail—3 m. by car
on G. N. P. Road).

Aug. 30th
(Fri.)

Climb of Joe Mary Mtn. (18 m.)
or canoe trip on Joe Mary Lakes
(at Potter’s Camps).
Joe Mary Lake to Macdonald’s
White House Camps on
Pemadumcook Lake (P. O.
Millinocket, Me.).
Pemadumcook Lake to
Nahmakanta Lake,
MacDougall’s Camps (P. O.
Norcross, Me.).
Nahmakanta Lake to Rainbow
Lake, Clifford’s Camps (P. O.
Millinocket, Me.).
Rainbow Lake to Daicey Pond,
York’s Twin Pine Camps (P. O.
Greenville, Me.).
Daicey Pond over Katahdin via
Knife-Edge to Chimney Pond in
the Great Basin.
Accommodations at LeRoy
Dudley’s cabin (P. O.
Millinocket, Me.).

Aug. 31st
(Sat.)
Sept. 1st (Sun.)

Sept. 2nd
(Mon.)
Sept. 3rd
(Tues.)
Sept. 4th
(Wed.)

pp 33-36 A.T.C.
Katahdin to
Pleasant River
East Branch
Map.
pp 31-32 A.T.C.
Katahdin to
Pleasant River
East Branch
Map.
“

7.25 m.

“
pp. 20-30

13.4 m.

“
pp. 26-28

8.1 m.

“
pp. 23-25

8.6 m.

“
pp. 20-22

8 m.

A.M.C. (5 Joy
St., Boston,
Mass.)
KATAHDIN
GUIDE, 50¢;
U.S.G.S.
Katahdin
Quadrangle,
10¢.

March 26, 1935. Shailer Philbrick, USDI Soil Erosion Service, Zanesville, Ohio, to Myron
Avery
Dear Myron:
I was lucky with the weather and did get to Baltimore and did return safely afterward to this
somewhat lousy town in time to get considerable sleep after the drive Sunday.
While there I saw Mr. H. Garland Hershey, a pal of long standing and found that my original
field sheet of the Boarstone area was still intact and locatable in the lab. You can obtain it by
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writing to him at the Dept. of Geology, J.H.U. where he will be on rainy days and weekends. He
is doing his thesis work on the country around Port Deposit Maryland and hence will be out
during the week. He has consented to send it to you and suggested that he could bring it over to
you when he comes over to Washington sometime, he oscillates somewhat as I used. I am
mentioning this for after reading your letter of the 23rd it seems advisable to me to substitute a
direct photograph of the original map for a re-photograph of the present map. In this way the
large size symbols which you have introduced will not have to be removed from the re-photo and
secondly the contours on Boarstone will be correct. The cost of this plan instead of the one you
mention is something which I don’t know and which must be decided by you all in Washington.
1 leave this matter to wiser and more experienced gentlemen such as you and the Schairer
scientist, however I shall be glad to hear your comments.
I must admit that this job is OK but I wonder sometimes if I can legitimately get into a sweat
over soil erosion when I find that my mind constantly wanders into the consideration of what the
region west of Bigelow has to offer in the way of scenery and geology. Your article was of much
interest and the ease with which you let me down on that trail relocation is something which I
shall always consider another of your many master strokes in diplomacy. Incidentally the "Maine
Woods" was sent to Baltimore but I brought them back with me. My cousin Robert Mathews told
me at some length on the 17th when I visited him in Columbus of the trip which he and another
cousin, Roy Mathews (whose father named the upper pond on Barren Mountain Cloud Pond
back in the late ‘80s or early '90s) from the Little Wilson to Monson via the Trail, I think that he
really likes that country and your trail.
{Do you happen to know whether Davey of the U.S.G.S. topo branch is in Washington?}
March 27, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
To keep you informed of developments:--I spoke to Mr. Tillotson about this matter and he said
that he had passed it on to the Forester and that we should be hearing from it soon. So far, things
still look favorable and I am hoping that we have really made the grade.
March 27, 1935. Myron Avery to H. Garland Hershey, Dept. of Geology, Johns Hopkins
Dear Mr. Hershey:
Shailer Philbrick has written us that we can procure through you his original field sheet of the
Boarstone area. As he may have told you, we are planning to issue his map as a two-color affair
and the use of the field sheet would avoid the difficult problem of removing trail symbols and
making other corrections on the published map. We want to go to work on this as soon as
possible and we are obliged to take advantage of your assistance which Philbrick offered. Could
the tracing he mailed to me at the address given below, or is it in a form that requires its being
sent some other way? If you happened to be driving here, my residence is I850 Park Road, N.W.
We will, of course, reimburse you for any mailing expenses.
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We shall be much obliged to you for your assistance in this connection.
P.S. If express is used, please have the tracing sent to 1850 Park Road, N.W.
cc: Philbrick
March 29, 1935. Hand-written note by Myron Avery et al.
300 copies map: Bodfish 2 units, Katahdin 4 units
Thin paper—sample to come for O.K.
300 copies booklet
saddlestitch
$50 for job--$25 or $30 to be paid 4 days after delivery. Balance out of sales
Plates to be held. Pages 1 to 10 S. to N. to be added if possible.
Charge for renumbering: extra $0.50 - $1.50
Cover gray with printing not to exceed $5.
“SHW—this prices may be below my cost not to be applied as on estimate done as special favor
for Mr. Avery.”
April 9, 1935: Receive of check for $30. Aeronautical Engineering Co., S. H. Wesleysmith
March 29, 1935. Myron Avery to R. H. Torrey
Dear Torrey:
You will have noticed from Miss Kempt's reports that we have done quite a considerable
business in the way of selling maps last year, with very little publicity, and this year should result
in much more, due to increased publicity. These maps were in blueprint form and the margin of
profit to the Conference was small because of the cost of blueprinting and mailing. I have had in
mind for some time, particularly in view of the fact that the Aeronautical Engineering Company
has reduced the cost of printing maps, that it would be desirable to have those maps printed in
some quantities. During the year, the sales would easily pay the bills. I have been delayed in
getting to this problem by reason of an unfortunate inavailability of the man who has done the
work on these tracings. I have just now had two of the maps put in final form. The printed maps
will be reduced - preserving their legibility, however - and would cost us from 3 to 8 cents each,
compared with about four times that price for blueprints.
I have held up the work on the Supplement to the Maine Guidebook in order to have the maps
and the Supplement printed at the same time. I found that it would be better to print this
Supplement by the photographic process, in order to save money. On this sort of job, the
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composition is 75% of the bill and, with the photographic process, one typing takes care of the
entire job. Since I could get a better price by printing the maps and the Supplement together, I
have held the entire thing until all could be ready.
The publicity given to the Supplement and the maps in various articles, and the present unfilled
orders, necessitates, it seems to me, going ahead with this. I fully appreciate our financial
situation but this is an expenditure which will repay itself in turn, and even under the
circumstances, I believe it not only fully warranted but necessary. The total cost for 300 copies
of the Supplement 32 pages and maps will be $50.00. I have talked the matter over with Wesleysmith. He is content to accept $30.00 on completion of the job and to take the remainder from
sales. I would expect to sell $5 worth to the Maine State Library and, with a little stimulation--by
selling the campers maps at low prices - I would expect to get $10 immediately from sales. In
addition, I have been promised a donation of $10, to be expended for work in Maine, which 1
can count on in this connection. As I look over the situation, I feel that perhaps I would have
been wiser not to have expended anything at all for stationery, although you cannot get very far
with such work without a letterhead and this is an expense which would have had to be incurred
at some time. I fully recognize our restricted circumstances and the present indebtedness to the
Shenandoah Publishing House, but as this is a liquidating proposition, with all due prudence and
not being over-optimistic as to future contributions, I am in favor of using $
to pay
Wesleysmith and going ahead with this work.
There will be a small bill for paper in connection with the report I am just sending out on
Publication No. 7. The Trail Club will take care of the postage and this should care for our
expenses for some time. The matter of paint and markers can be cared for, I think, as the
necessity arises.
If you feel reluctant to go along with me in this procedure, do not have any hesitation in saying
so and I will gladly lay the proposition before the Board of Managers. I feel, however, that the
matter cannot he delayed any longer.
April 1, 1935. No. 2 REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN TO THE BOARD OF MANAGERS
OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
This is the second in the series of reports to the Board of The Appalachian Trail Conference. It is
also being sent to those included in the Trail Conference mailing list. The first report (October 1,
1934) explained the intended purposes - an interchange of information among those supporting
the Trail project, reporting progress, warning of dangers, and a possible stimulus in meeting the
ever-present, critical problem of Trail maintenance. The seriousness of this problem and the
difficulties following local deterioration of the Trail are, I regret to say, all too insufficiently
appreciated. It is, of course, the inevitable result of volunteer efforts on privately-owned lands.
The ultimate fate of other projects, resting upon a similar foundation, serves as a stern warning
here. At its next meeting the Board should commence to plan for the future of the Trail in terms
of decades, rather than through a summer's growing season.
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{[Footnote 1:] The publication of this report has been made possible through the assistance of
Jean Stephenson and Marion Park, Historian and Assistant Bulletin Editor, respectively, of the
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club.}
{[Footnote 2:] At the outset, it may be well to state that such letters will be the reports and
personal opinions of the Chairman of the Board - and official to the extent that such subjects fall
within his jurisdiction. We trust that any comments upon the condition of the Trail will be
considered impersonally. At any rate they will be ours alone, and we shall learn promptly of any
local disapproval of our suggestions. Such an experience will not be novel. We ask, however,
that it be borne in mind that our only purpose is to further the Trail project and improve its
condition.}
The 1935 Appalachian Trail Conference
The dates of May 13-15, originally announced, have been changed to June 22-23- (We ask that
this change be given full publicity in Club publications.) The Conference will be held under the
auspices of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club at Skyland, Virginia, in the Blue Ridge
Mountains in the heart of the Shenandoah National Park. Its sessions will probably follow those
of the National Conference on State Parks, held earlier the same week. Saturday (June 22) will
be devoted to the Conference sessions. Sunday will afford an opportunity to see the Park region.
This Conference offers a unique opportunity of visiting the newest of our National Parks. We
mention only a few possibilities - the new 35-mile super-link of Appalachian Trail, which for
scenic opportunities (save the Great Smokies and the White Mountains), has few rivals in the
east; the cascades of White Oak Canyon; a trip along the Skyline Drive to the Hoover Camp in
the Rapidan; Stony Man; Hawksbill; mountaineers' cabins; and the justly famous Skyland. The
cost for the two days at the Conference will be $7.50. Transportation from Washington to
Skyland (95 m.) will be by chartered bus, leaving Washington at 7 P.M. Friday night (June 21)
and returning late Sunday evening, at a cost of $2.00 per person for the round trip. The P.A.T.C.
will have on display an extensive exhibition of trail clearing and camping equipment, literature,
photographs, etc. The capacity of Skyland is 125; there will be many Washington applicants; we
suggest that plans be made early. About May 15, the program will be sent to all persons on the
Trail Conference mailing list. Each group is requested to advise, as soon as possible, by whom it
will be represented in order that the program may be prepared.
Literature
The Conference has just issued a 20-page SUPPLEMENT to its Maine Guidebook. This
publication details the additions to the Trail, such as the extensive trail system on Mt. Bigelow,
the Gulf Hagas and Joe Mary trails, the developments at Katahdin, and a re-description of
Sections 12 to 16 (Blanchard to Mt. Bigelow), necessitated by the change of route west of the
Kennebec River. We are pleased to have been able to issue in final form two of the maps to the
Trail route in Maine, developed since the publication of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE and hitherto available only in blueprint form. These are the KATAHDIN TO
PLEASANT RIVER EAST BRANCH and BODFISH FARM TO MOXIE POND maps. The
other map in the series, THE WHITE CAP REGION, is being retraced and will be available as a
blueprint (50¢) but its final issue has been deferred pending further field work. The charge,
postpaid, for the SUPPLEMENT is 30¢.To meet numerous inquiries as to where tools used in
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trail work may be procured, we are printing the section on "Trail Tools", which will appear in the
1935 issue of the P.A.T.C. publication, LIST OF HIKING AND CAMPING EQUIPMENT.
Several inquiries have also been received for information as to practical, economical methods of
trail sign painting, where "professional" talent is not available. Dr. L. F. Schmeckebier, one of
the pioneers of the Appalachian Trail project in the south, has recorded his procedure. With a
total of some 1800 trail signs, made over a period of 6 years for P.A.T.C. trails. Dr.
Schmeckebier is close to the leading trail sign producer.
The technique in marking the Appalachian Trail, which the Conference attempts to establish, and
the standard sought to be maintained, have been developed through experimentation extending
over a number of years. The National Park Service is considering a uniform system of marking
trails. At its request, we prepared a resume of the experiments with trail marking in the east; this
was mimeographed and distributed by the Park Service. We had thought it desirable to have this
information available to workers on the Trail project. It may, at least, avoid further
experimentation or suggestions along lines which have been previously exhausted. These three
items have been combined in a booklet under the title "Trail Technique", as Trail Conference
Publication No. 7; a copy is enclosed herewith.
The announced publication (No. 6) of AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF KATAHDIN
(app. 175 pages) has been deferred until summer by pressure of other matters. Publication No. 5
- the handbook of the Appalachian Trail - has been revised (November, 1934) and the second
edition may be obtained from the Trail Conference at 901 Union Trust Building, Washington,
D.C. (25¢). (Several of the Conference groups have failed to note, in their Club publications, the
availability of this booklet. A note on hike reminders will be of much assistance.)
The Finances
Treasurer R. H. Torrey has attacked this ever-present problem with even more than his
customary vigor. In addition to the usual requests for contributions from the organizations
affiliated with the Trail Conference, some 500 letters have been sent to individuals who have
manifested an interest in the Trail project. Treasurer Torrey asks that all those disposed to aid in
carrying this burden through individual donations, send contributions to him at 99-28 193rd
Street, Hollis, Queens, Long Island, New York.
The 1935 budget {Projects indicated by an asterisk have been accomplished with funds
received to date.} specified in this request is:
.Balances on postage, publicity, etc. for 1934………………………..$35.00
Postage for 1935………………………………………………………..70.00
.Reprinting Publication No. 5, general booklet on the Appalachian
Trail and Supplement to Guide the Appalachian Trail in Maine
(proceeds of sales from which are paid into treasury)………………..120.00
Reprinting Trail Manual (sales repaid to treasury)……………………. 30.00
3,000 Trail markers, to be sold to clubs, which wish to pay for them,
or used in sections where sponsors cannot purchase markers……….. 75.00
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30 gallons of paint, to be used where sponsors cannot purchase paint,
particularly in the National Forests…………………………………84.00
Lantern slides and other publicity material…………………………. 20.00
Balance due sponsor of the Maine Guidebook……………………… 38.50
Advance toward printing Guide to Appalachian Trail in the
Southern Appalachians (eventually to be repaid from sales)………100.00
Work in Maine, voted by Board of Managers………………………. 50.00
Balance due underwriter of Housatonic-Susquehanna Guide
(eventually to be met by sales of books)…………………………… 75.00
Treasurer Torrey reports, since July 1934, the receipt of Club contributions, totaling $227.00,
from the following Clubs:
Warwick, N.Y., Group (R. R. Goodlatte)
Interstate Hiking Club
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club
Connecticut Chapter, A.M.C.
Blue Mountain Eagle Climbing Club
New York Mountain Club (for 1934)
Green Mountain Club
Maryland Appalachian Trail Club, Hagerstown
Tramp and Trail Club of New York
Adirondack Mountain Club, New York Chapter
Carolina Mountain Club
City College Hiking Club
New York Ramblers
New York Hiking Club
Fresh Air Club
Palisades Interstate Park Commission
Mountain Club of Maryland, Baltimore
Allentown Hiking Club
Philadelphia Trail Club
The Treasury balance is now $83.00, with approximately $122.00 still owing on the obligations
listed in the budget. (Twenty-five dollars is also available for work in New York and New
Jersey.)
Nature Magazine
The "new blood" and enthusiasm in the trail work in the New York-New Jersey area is being
supplied by the Interstate Hiking Club in which Ernest A. Dench is a leading spirit. Dench
conducts in Nature Magazine (1214 - Sixteenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.) a "Hiker’s
Forum" in which will be found many items relating to the Trail and the groups sponsoring it. The
publicity received through Mr. Dench’s column has been a real boon to the Trail Conference.
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In connection with his column, Mr. Dench has just issued a six-page mimeograph leaflet on
clothing and equipment suggestions, under the caption of "Let it Rain", copies of which can be
obtained from the American Nature Association at 10¢ each.
The Skyline Drives
In our report of October 1, 1934, we set forth at length our efforts to procure the re-establishment
of such portions of the Trail as might be obliterated by road building. We had hoped to be able to
make, at this time, a statement of definite results. There have, however, been no developments in
road plans and thus the balance has been preserved.
Without going into detail we may say that, with respect to the restoration of the Trail in lower
Virginia, the office of the Solicitor of the Department of the Interior ruled that the authorization
existing for building the highway there was not broad enough to permit restoring the Trail. This
ruling, however, has by no means defeated our efforts in this direction. It is a most satisfactory
indication of the attitude of the National Park Service that, on receipt of this decision, it
immediately requested that the "authorization" be amended so as to permit the rebuilding of the
Trail, where destroyed by the highway. The decision now rests with the Administrator of Public
Works.
To date the extension of the "Skyline Drive" or "Appalachian Parkway" presents only local
problems. The N.B.A.T.C., P.A.T.C., and sections in southern Virginia, where there is no
assured maintenance, are alone affected.
A detailed account of the local situation will be found in the P.A.T.C. March, 1935, Bulletin
(American Security Building, Washington, D.C.). The Highway will leave the Blue Ridge and
come down into the valley at Tye River in Virginia and, except for 10 miles below the Peaks of
Otter, the ridge crest is unaffected, as far as Adney Gap. (This is a material change in the original
proposal.) Neither Virginia nor North Carolina have, as yet, turned over to the Federal
Government any of the necessary right of way. The detailed location surveys have been
completed only over a small mileage. The road plans call for extensive public preserves at such
scenic localities as The Peaks of Otter, Pine Spur, The Haycocks, Rocky Knob, and the
renowned Pinnacles of the Dan.
The status of the proposed Green Mountain Parkway remains unchanged - that is, not approved
because of lack of P.W.A, funds. That other factors have produced this result is, we fear, a
misconception. We venture the suggestion that much of the expressed opinion as to the effect of
such Parkways rests upon an extremely vague impression of what the plan involves. It is
probably not generally known that the Green Mountain Parkway - and we trust any others built has, as an essential element of the project, a properly located, constructed, and maintained trail
with adequate shelters. The Vermont Chamber of Commerce (Rutland, Vermont) has reprinted
the Park Service’s statement of the proposed Green Mountain Parkway. It is a document which
should be read before one can have a fairly-founded opinion of the effect of the road projects.
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With the passage of the pending Federal relief bill in its original form, a further extension of the
Appalachian Parkway may be anticipated. The conflict with the Trail route should, however, be
slight.
Some of our correspondents have suggested that the story, "The Great Highway Controversy",
by William Hazlett Upson, in the March 31, 1934 issue of the Saturday Evening Post, is a very
clever satire on the entire controversy. If the story had not appeared before the Rutland
Conference, we would suspect that the author had been present, for it repeats all the conventional
arguments on the problem. The locality is thinly disguised and, irrespective of one’s views on the
problem, the story will be read with much appreciation.
TRAIL DEVELOPMENTS
Maine
The Maine project has assumed, this winter, an ambitious proportion. James W. Sewall, Forester
for the Maine C.C.C. work, has recommended that the entire trail in Maine - completed and
uncompleted - be definitely assumed as a C.C.C. project and allocated among the various C.C.C.
camps in the state. Limitations on the use of the C.C.C. for trail work over privately-owned lands
presents difficulties. Quoted below are the requirements which must be met in order to have the
work become a C.C.C. project:
"Following your conversation with the Acting Forester Mr. Granger the other day, he called me
up and, after expressing a favorable interest in your project, stated that it might be possible to
approve the building of trails in Maine if the following conditions were met with:
(1) That the Appalachian Trail Conference secure permission from the landowners for the
building of trails and the continued right of the public to use them.
(2) That the Appalachian Trail Conference itself would assume responsibility for the
maintenance of these trails; thus giving the enterprise a semi-public character.
(3) If you will go through with this part of the program, I think that we can assure you of our
approval of the project, providing again, of course, that suitable arrangements can be worked out
with the Army to house these boys in small tent camps where this is necessary to facilitate the
work."
Requirement No. 1 depends upon local assistance in procuring the permission of the landowners
- now a verbal license - in a form satisfactory to officials supervising the C.C.C. work. As to
Requirement No. 2, the Trail Conference is now, to the best of its limited means, endeavoring to
maintain the Trail in Maine. Unless objections are received within fifteen days it will be
understood that members of the Board approve the giving of the required assurance as to
maintenance. The Conference is greatly indebted to Forester Sewall for advancing the project so
energetically.
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Efforts have also been made to obtain aid for the Trail, as a recreational asset of Maine, from the
Maine Development Commission. We believe the Commission appreciates that the Trail is of
real value to the State.
Further publicity for the Trail is contained in the 28-page booklet MOUNT KATAHDIN IN
MAINE (second edition), which may be obtained gratis from the Maine Publicity Bureau,
Portland, Maine.
Vice-President W. D. Greene has now taken to working winter, as well as summer, on the Trail.
He is completing the task of lettering the 125 large board signs to be placed on the completed
181 miles of trail in Maine. C. P. Thomas, of Washington, D.C., has cut and painted the boards;
Dr. L. F. Schmeckebier has also contributed 25 signs. This work will remedy the deficiency of
the marking of the Trail in Maine.
New Hampshire
In 1932 we placed the A. T. markers at junction points, roads, etc., on the A.M.C. and D.O.C.
trails. No trail marking as such, of course, needs to be done here but it would be most
satisfactory to be assured each year that the respective trail crews would replace the missing
markers. The A.M.C., about two years ago, changed the trail route to pass the Pinkham Notch
huts, but the markers still remain on the original route from Carter Notch to Madison via the
Glen House. We would suggest that, at the next meeting of the New England Trail Conference,
some provision should be made for caring for these local problems
Vermont
Our travels last summer over the lower 100 miles of the Long Trail in Vermont, which serve as
the Appalachian Trail, showed that, on this section, Appalachian Trail markers had become a
rarity. Some two hundred markers were sent to Vermont and President Wallace M. Fay, of the
Green Mountain Club, assures us that all the important junctions, etc., are now marked. The
Conference is indebted to the G.M.C. trail patrol for putting the 18-mile connection between the
D.O.C. trails and the Long Trail in first-class condition and for the assurance that it will be so
maintained.
Massachusetts
Reports have been received of some breaks in the marking across the State, which we trust can
be soon remedied. The Berkshire Chapter of the A.M.C. scheduled a trip to clear the overgrown
3-mile link from Blackinton north to the Vermont line, after our travels of last summer
developed the necessity for attention to this section. An allocation of the Trail across
Massachusetts into small units among Club workers might prevent sections becoming badly in
need of work before the Chapter’s attention is called to their condition.
Connecticut
Ned K. Anderson reports that his workers have been busily engaged, this fall, in bringing back
under control a few sections which became badly overgrown during the summer. The Housatonic
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Appalachian Trail Club has added a new, interesting side trail, "Dark Entry", near Mohawk
Mountain.
New York - New Jersey
We attended, last fall, the annual meeting or "inquisition" of the New York-New Jersey Trail
Conference. We were surprised to find that the Appalachian Trail of 170 miles in these two
states is a very small part of the extensive system maintained under the direction of Chairman
Torrey. In reviewing the status of the Appalachian Trail at this meeting, we had occasion to point
out that a considerable portion of the meagre budget of the Conference is received from this
region. Other groups and individuals elsewhere, however, are called upon to maintain and
develop very extensive portions of the Trail. This situation is an illustration of the cooperative
efforts upon which the venture depends; without the other the effort of either group would be
fruitless. On the motion of Ernest A. Dench, the New York-New Jersey Trail Conference not
only voted to continue its contributions to the general Trail Conference activities but to request
an additional 15 percent for local activities, thereby further relieving the Conference. The
Interstate Hiking Club has recently assumed a substantial section of the Trail in New Jersey and
has brought considerable enthusiasm into this field.
Eastern Pennsylvania
The only report which has reached us of activity here is that the Philadelphia Trail Club has
nearly completed standardizing the 6-mile section between Smith and Little Gaps. Reuben E.
Runkle, of Linglestown, continues to maintain the section assigned to him, between Indian-town
and Heckerts Gaps, in its usual first-class condition and has recently re-marked it by paint blazes
in the standard fashion.
Western Pennsylvania
The Trail Conference greets its newest members, the Maryland Appalachian Trail Club, of
Hagerstown, and the Mountain Club of Maryland, located at Baltimore. Both began their
existence as full-fledged organizations with 40 and 60 members, respectively.
The Baltimore organization is largely due to the activity of P.A.T.C. Publicity Chairman Orville
W. Crowder. To occupy the energies of these new groups, the P.A.T.C. has assigned to them
substantial portions of the Trail formerly maintained by it. In the Michaux Forest, at the request
of the P.A.T.C., five miles of new trail has been cut by the C.C.C. to replace the portion of the
old route obliterated by a Forest Service road required for fire protection. In addition, six of the
proposed ten lean-to shelters have been completed on the Appalachian Trail through this Forest.
The cooperation of Michaux Forester John R. Williams and Assistant Forester Tom G. Norris is
much appreciated.
In the adjoining Mont Alto Forest to the south the seventeen miles of Trail had been much
interfered with by the construction of fire protection roads. Recognizing this situation, the Mont
Alto Forester W. L. Byers has recommended, as a C.C.C. project, the construction of an entirely
new trail through the Forest, avoiding all but a mile and a half of road. Four lean-to shelters are
also to be built along the Trail route. The preparation of detailed maps to accompany GUIDE TO
PATHS IN THE BLUE RIDGE for the Trail in Pennsylvania is also under way.
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Maryland
The P.A.T.C. continues to maintain the 39 miles of narrow ridge crest trail across this state in a
standard condition, despite the difficulties of a prolific summer growth. C.C.C. projects of
restoring the first monument to George Washington and the building of the 70-foot Reno Forest
Service Lookout Tower, both located on the Trail, have not resulted in any impairment of the
route. A thorough exploration has been proceeding of the outlying Catoctin Mountains, where
with its neighbors, the Maryland Clubs, the P.A.T.C. plans an extensive side trail development.
Virginia
P.A.T.C. Supervisor of Trails, J. F. Schairer, reports a year of even increased activity and
enthusiasm in trail work - in a region where the virus of rock climbing and skiing has not
penetrated. Until recently, when relieved to some extent by the activities of the two new Clubs in
Maryland and the construction of 35 miles of super-scenic trail in the central Shenandoah
National Park, the P.A.T.C. had been maintaining 260 miles of through Appalachian Trail and an
extensive side trail system. The entire section was allocated among some 60 responsible
overseers; the Club has some 100 trail tools for this work. Thus approximately 20 percent of its
membership is engaged in trail maintenance. The increasing travel in this region by outside
groups has been very gratifying. With the lessening of its mileage, increased emphasis has been
placed on improved maintenance, particularly during the prolific summer growing season which
presents problems almost beyond volunteer labor. For combating this summer growth, the Club
recommends the use of "weeders".
Much commendation belongs to the Roanoke Appalachian Trail Club, which in its somewhat
isolated situation has, for the past two years, continued steadily and faithfully at its task of
thoroughly clearing and marking the 70 miles of Trail south of the Natural Bridge National
Forest.
John R. Bernard, custodian of the highly scenic and increasingly frequented Pinnacles of the Dan
section, reports that the trails in this region are all in good order.
The Unaka Section
(New River to Nolichucky River, Tennessee)
This is the real no-man's land of the A.T. - unknown, very rewarding, but seldom traveled and far
removed from the activities of any organized group. Much of it is National Forest Service trail
but the marking has not been checked since we measured the route here in 1932. We have made
several efforts to interest groups in maintaining the marking here - all without results.
At the Conference’s request, the Forest Service directed Forest Guard C. S. Jackson to repaint
the trail west from New River. A detailed report from two Richmond hikers, C. E. Gill and W. M.
Bailey, shows that, for 32 miles, as far west as Houndshell Gap, this work has been admirably
done. West of Hound-shell Gap the re-marking was suspended because of the construction of
truck trails for fire protection along the trail route. This situation makes more urgent the
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necessity for personal exploration. It is a very rewarding region with balsam-clad summits of
Whitetop and Rogers towering some 5700 feet. The Conference is much in need of assistance
here.
North Carolina
The bulletins of the Carolina Mountain Club show that Trails Chairman Marcus J. Book is still
struggling with the problem of substituting a trail over the difficult Snowbird Mountain for the
present route along the decaying railroad trestle in the Big Pigeon River Gorge. With a view of
eliminating the use of dirt roads west of Hot Springs, the Club is endeavoring to have built a trail
west along the Bald Mountains from Hot Springs to the Big Pigeon River. Although seemingly
handicapped by a dearth of trail workers, the Club has projected several work trips which should
place the trail, outside of the National Forests, in good order, by early summer. We suspect that
the marking from Devil’s Fork Gap through the Pisgah Forest to Hot Springs is now in need of
renewing. Trails Chairman Book deserves much praise for his faithful labors in this section.
The Great Smokies
In the 10-mile wilderness of eastern Smoky from Newfound Gap east, the Park Service is
constructing a new, extraordinarily scenic Appalachian Trail. Due to its inaccessibility it is
probable that it will not be completed before the end of 1935. East from the highway, at
Newfound Gap, the trail has been completed to Copper Gap, between Eagle Rocks and Mt.
Sequoyah, and, at the east end, to a point west of White Rock.
The Trail in Western Smoky presents a problem. It was opened as a fire trail and, now
overgrown and inadequately marked, it has been reported as very difficult to follow. In addition,
some of the old trail was obliterated by the new 6-mile highway from Newfound Gap to
Clingman’s Dome and has not been restored.
It is the responsibility of the A.T. Board of Managers to restore the breaks which develop in the
route. The Park Service has promised to clean out the old trail this summer and this may correct
matters.
We have emphasized the situation because of the greatly increasing travel to this region. An
obscure, poorly-marked Appalachian Trail here can create, with many people, a most unfortunate
impression.
The major trail problem of the Smoky Mountains Hiking Club is the maintenance of the difficult
32-mile connection between the Nantahalas and the Great Smokies. This is accomplished each
year by a master work trip. Energetic S.M.H.C. Trails Chairman Carlos C. Campbell reports this
link as once more in good order, after the grand work trip of March 3rd, with 8 groups of some
44 Club members participating.
Georgia
Disquieting reports have reached us of a need for more intensive marking in this state,
particularly near the southern terminus.
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A very recent letter from President Warner W. Hall - one of the few who have hiked at both
extremities of the Trail - promises an immediate correction of the difficulties here. Hall also
reports that the reorganization plans of the Tate Mountains Estates, located near Mt. Oglethorpe,
call for the construction of a bridle path to Amicalola Falls. This could be utilized for the Trail
and would eliminate the serious problems of maintenance and marking near the southern end of
the Trail.
Guide to Southern Appalachians
This Guidebook will complete the series of five Guides to the entire Appalachian Trail. Most of
the manuscript was prepared two years ago; its publication awaits only the completion of the
new Park Service trail in the Great Smokies. The Smoky Mountains Hiking Club, the Carolina
Mountain Club, and the Georgia Appalachian Trail Club have agreed to contribute a chapter on
their respective regions.
Respectfully submitted,
MYRON H. AVERY,
Chairman, Board of Managers, Appalachian Trail Conference.
April 2, 1935. Myron Avery to H. E. Dunnack, State Librarian, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Dunnack:
You may recall when GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE appeared, the
Library purchased 25 copies at $.50 each. We have continued this work by issuing a 32-page
SUPPLEMENT, selling at $.30. I have sent you a copy under separate cover, together with 2
maps which we have issued to illustrate the trail route. We need help to continue this work for
Maine, and I am hoping that you will find yourself in a position to continue to help by taking 25
copies of the SUPPLEMENT which will come to $7.50.
April 2, 1935. Myron Avery to A. J. Huston, Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Huston:
You may recall when GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE (50¢) appeared,
you ordered ten copies at 30 cents each. I have sent you, under separate cover, the 32-page
SUPPLEMENT to this Guide, to ascertain if you would care to stock some of these at $.20 each.
I have also sent you copies of maps which have sold for $.50 each but which we could supply at
a cost of four for $1.00.
April 2, 1935. Myron Avery to Dillingham’s Bookstore, Bangor, Maine
Gentlemen:
I have sent you, under separate cover, a copy of the SUPPLEMENT to GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. We can supply further copies at $.20 each for resale.
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I understand that you stock maps and have carried the Hubbard map of the Maine wilderness for
some time. For this reason, I have sent you 2 separate maps of the Maine wilderness. We can
supply these at a cost of $1.00 for four copies.
If you wish to add these to your stock, please let us know.
April 2, 1935. Myron Avery to The Editor, Long Trail News, Rutland, Vt.
Dear Sir:
Will you kindly insert the following in the next issue of the Long Trail News?:
“The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C. has issued
(30¢) a 32-page SUPPLEMENT to GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE,
containing the changes in the Trail route, the Joe Mary Mountain and Gulf Hagas side trails,
together with revised trail description for Sections 12 to 16—Blanchard to Bigelow Village—
reading in both directions. The A.T.C. Katahdin to East branch and Bodfish Siding to Moxie
Lake Maps are now available in printed form, 50¢ each; the Whitecap Map, with The Gulf insert,
will be available in June”.
April 2, 1935. Myron Avery to Miss Adelaide Meserve, AMC
Dear Miss Meserve:
Will you kindly insert the following in the next issue of the Bulletin?:
“The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C. has issued
(30¢) a 32-page SUPPLEMENT to GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE,
containing the changes in the Trail route, the Joe Mary Mountain and Gulf Hagas side trails,
together with revised trail description for Sections 12 to 16—Blanchard to Bigelow Village—
reading in both directions. The A.T.C. Katahdin to East branch and Bodfish Siding to Moxie
Lake Maps are now available in printed form, 50¢ each; the Whitecap Map, with The Gulf insert,
will be available in June”.
April 2, 1935. For Postcard
A 32-page SUPPLEMENT to GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE has been
issued (April, 1935). This publication contains the changes in the main Trail, including
developments at Katahdin, Gulf Hagas, and Joe Mary Mountain additions and revised trail data
(Sections 12 to 16) in both directions for the relocated Trail between Blanchard and Bigelow
Village. The Katahdin to East Branch and Bodfish Farm to Moxie Lake Maps are now available
in printed form (50¢ each). The Whitecap Map, with an insert of The Gulf, will also be available
in June. The SUPPLEMENT is obtainable at a cost of 30¢) from The Appalachian Trail
Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.
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April 2, 1935. LITERATURE FOR THE MAINE WOODS (To be released April 25th,
1935.)
The Appalachian Trail Conference announces another publication which will be of considerable
interest to those who seek the beauties of mountain, lake, forest and stream of the Maine
wilderness, traversed by the Appalachian Trail, the super-trail extending some 2,050 miles from
Maine to Georgia. This publication, SUPPLEMENT to GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE, was issued in April, 1935 by the Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union
Trust Building, Washington, D.C. (30 cents). It describes the recent developments at Katahdin,
the changes and additions in the Trail route, particularly the 5-mile side trail to the huge dome of
Joe Mary Mountain, the five trails at Gulf Hagas—Screw Augur, Hammond Stream Pitch, Lower
Jaws, Upper Jaws and Indian Head. The description of the route between Blanchard and
Bigelow Village has been completely revised, because of a change in route between Kennebec
River and Dead River.
The Conference has also issued, in printed form, two additional maps of the region traversed by
the trail. These are the Katahdin to West Branch and the Bodfish Siding to Moxie Pond maps.
A third map, the Whitecap region, with an insert of The Gulf, will be available in June.
During the winter, Walter D. Greene, Vice-President of the Appalachian Trail Conference, has
been occupied in making some 150 large board direction and distance signs, which will be of
considerable assistance to travelers along the Trail in Maine.
The Appalachian Trail Conference is making plans for a further extension westward this summer,
of the Trail which now terminates at Sugarloaf, Maine’s second highest mountain.
Several Clubs, including the Appalachian Mountain Club and the Potomac Appalachian Trail
Club of Washington, have announced trips this summer over the Trail in Maine, and it is
expected that the use of the Trail will increase considerably during the next few years.
April 3, 1935. Myron Avery to George M. Houghton, Bangor & Aroostook R.R.
Dear Mr. Houghton:
I am wondering what use is made of the old cuts in “In the Maine Woods”. If they are destroyed
after a short time, I am wondering if it would not be possible for us to obtain these cuts to use in
A.T. publicity. I have reference to the cuts that were used in connection with our articles in the
1933-4-5 issues of “In the Maine Woods”. If these are available and can be sent to us, could
they be forwarded to Miss Vivian Robb, 1770 Kilbourne Place, Northwest, Washington, D.C.?
I hope that in the 1936 issues you will be able to take steps to revise the now much out-of-date
Katahdin map.
April 6, 1935. Walter Greene to Governor Louis J. Brann
Dear Governor:
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This is not a letter campaign, but simply to thank you and to tell you how much I appreciate your
prompt and encouraging reply to my letter and material concerning the Appalachian Trail. Also
to add a few explanatory details.
I sense what you often have to endure, and contend with. I assure you there is nothing political in
our plea. Somehow I think you will feel as I do, that this is simply two Maine men talking over
something that is unselfishly for the good and benefit of their state. Mr. Avery and myself have
no selfish or personal interest in this, no thought of gain for ourselves.
If our request be granted, and it is considered best that the expenditure of the funds should be in
the hands of some State Authority, not in those of the Appalachian Trail Conference, (however
responsible an organization it might be)- why it would be perfectly acceptable to us. It might
possibly be the Forestry Department. Mr. Violette is well acquainted with the project and has
been of considerable aid to us.
Expect to leave for Maine about the first of June and will devote four months of voluntary labor
to the Trail. The funds donated by the out-of-state Clubs of the Appalachian Trail Conference
were sadly small for so great a task. Last year I had to draw on my own slender means,- not an
easy task these days. The Trail has grown so big (it is now 190 miles long), that it is too great a
task for one pair of hands.
Thru many outdoor organizations, we are making an intensive campaign to stimulate trips next
summer. It 1s bringing results, and there will be much travel over it. I know of two large parties,
already organized, with from fifteen to twenty people in each. We believe next summer will be a
critical period for the Trail, that it is necessary to put it in a first class condition, so that the
people who use it will go home and spread the news. There is still much to be done. The small
sum we ask for, $250, will accomplish a great deal under our careful supervision. Much paint
will be needed, as the blazes for its entire length need repainting. More metal markers must be
secured and put up. One hundred and forty direction signs have to be gotten into the field and put
up. There is the expense of auto transportation to get to the jumping-off places. There should be
additional clearing and bushing on many parts of it, also one or two minor re-locations. We want
to get out an illustrated folder advertising the scenery and the historical places it touches. This
for general distribution with the rest of the Maine publicity bureau literature.
The money, if granted, would all be spent in the state for labor, materials etc. An itemized
account will be carefully kept, and submitted with the vouchers at the end of the season.
There is no need to answer this unless you think it necessary. I will not bother you further. If you
can see your way clear to help, I leave it in your good hands. How, I do not know, perhaps thru
the Development Commission or any way you see fit.
I should be eternally grateful to see the future secure, and only too glad and eager to let Maine,
and the people who profit by the expenditure of the funds, know that it was thru your personal
efforts this help to the welfare of the state was made possible and secure.
Sincerely,
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Walter D. Greene
Vice-President, Appalachian Trail Conference
April 7. MAILING LIST FOR RELEASES ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
Portland Sunday Telegram
Portland Evening Express
Portland Evening News
Lewiston Journal
Waterville Morning Sentinel
Kennebec Journal
Bangor Daily News
Bangor Daily Commercial
Biddeford Journal
Bath Daily Times
Houlton Times
The Courier-Gazette
Boothbay Register
Franklin Journal and Farmington
Chronicle
The Star Herald
The Independent Reporter
Eastport Sentinel
The Old York Transcript
Ellsworth American
Bridgton News
Calais Advertiser
Oxford County Citizen
Fort Fairfield Review
Camden Herald
The Piscataquis Observer
Guildford Register
The Lubec Herald

Portland, Maine
Portland, Maine
Portland, Maine
Lewiston, Maine
Waterville, Maine
Augusta, Maine
Bangor, Maine
Bangor, Maine
Biddeford, Maine
Bath, Maine
Houlton, Maine
Rockland, Maine
Boothbay, Maine
Farmington, Maine
Presque Isle, Maine
Skowhegan, Maine
Eastport, Maine
York Village, Maine
Ellsworth, Maine
Bridgton, Maine
Calais, Maine
Bethel, Maine
Fort Fairfield, Maine
Camden, Maine
Dover-Foxcroft, Maine
Guildford, Maine
Lubec, Maine

R. H. Torrey, 99-28 193rd St,
Hollis, Queens, N, Y,
E. A. Dench
Hohokus, N. J.
Robert G. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor Augusta, Maine
Harrie B. Coe, Maine Publicity Bureau, Longfellow Square, Portland, Maine
Helon N. Taylor
Eustis, Maine
Walter D. Greene, 3823 212th St
Bayside, L. I., N. Y.
Arthur C. Comey, Abbott Bldg. Harvard Square, Cambridge, Mass.
Ronald D. Gower, 155 Oakleigh Road, Newton, Mass.
James W. Sewall
Old Town, Maine.
Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
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Maine Development Commission:
Governor Louis J. Brann
Augusta, Maine
Robert P. Hazzard
Gardiner, Maine
Tobias L. Roberts
Bar Harbor, Maine
John Clark Scates, President, Westbrook Trust Co., Westbrook, Maine
Harold F. Schnurle
Cape Elizabeth, Maine
Arthur G. Staples
Lewiston, Maine
George J. Stobie, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries & Game, Augusta, Maine
Herbert L. Swett
Skowhegan, Maine
Frank P. Washburn, Commissioner of Agriculture, Augusta, Maine
George J. Wentworth
Kennebunkport, Maine
April 7. PURCHASERS OF MAINE GUIDEBOOK {List to whom announcements should
be sent. Postcard sent re Supplement.}
E. B. Draper, 126 State Street, Boston, Massachusetts.
Prentiss & Carlisle, Inc., Merrill Trust Bldg., Bangor, Maine.
Alfred H. Edgerly, 17 Gray St., Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Frederick D. Bonney, Farmington, Maine.
W. R. Williamson, Travelers Ins. Co., Hartford, Connecticut.
Perceval P. Baxter, 191 Pine St., Portland, Maine.
Arthur M. Fogg, 63 Pleasant Ave., Portland, Maine.
W. Evans Page, University of Maine, Orono, Maine.
George L. Learned, Andover, Maine.
Perceval Sayward, Monadnock St., Dorchester, Mass.
R. W. Noyes, Apt. 104 - 322 E. William St., Ann Arbor, Michigan.
M. E. McKay, 89 Bedford St., New York City, N.Y.
S. Eleanor Merrill, 28 Westland Avenue, Boston, Mass.
Mrs. Harriett D. Grey, Dover-Foxcroft, Maine.
Frederick G. Fassett, Mass. Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass.
Mary E. Mercer, Conn. State College, Storrs, Conn.
Esther Dodge, Asst. Editor, Conn. State College, Storrs, Conn.
Henry Judkins, Dryden, Maine.
Joseph Smith, South Newbury, Vermont.
John Richards, St. Pauls School, Concord, N. H.
Minette D. Newman, 30 Otis St., Medford, Mass.
Raymond B. Stringham, 369 E. 149th St., New York City, N.Y.
M. L. Harned, 50 Congress St., Rumford, Maine
The Library, University of Maine, Orono, Maine.
David Dash, 155 W. McMillan St., Cincinnati, Ohio.
Arthur Willey, Limestone, Me.
The Call Studio, Augusta, Maine.
Dr. A. Warner Stearns, Billerica, Mass.
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P. E. Standish, 508 Patton Ave., Jeanette, Pa.
Order Dept., Syracuse Public Library, Syracuse, N.Y.
Edward P. Judd Co., Booksellers, New Haven, Conn.
George Burton Gorham, Jr., 561 Washington Ave., West Haven, Conn.
Beatrice V. LeVasseur, Librarian, Maine State Planning Board, Augusta, Maine.
Harry H. Hunter, 133 Brookline Ave., Boston, Mass.
M. J. Creighton, Woodside Road, Greenwich, Conn.
Edwin E. Spitze, 37 Overlook Road, Verona, N.J.
James B. Allison, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N.J.
Earle T. McNaughton, Plainville, Conn.
Edgar L. Heermance, 215 Church St., New Haven, Conn.
Charles Hazlehurst, 122 Webster Avenue, Wyncote, Pa.
I. P. Gammon, Jr., 1521 Beacon St., Brookline, Mass.
William R. Westcott, Rock Spring Farm, Harvard, Mass.
John Barnard, Care of F. S. Moseley & Co., 50 Congress St., Boston, Mass.
P. D. Nash, Room 720, Statler Building, Boston, Mass.
C. S. Hammond, 360 Furman St., Brooklyn, N.Y.
C. G. Coit, Tamworth, N.H.
Dorothy C. Thompson, 95 Bishop St., New Haven, Conn.
A. J. McFarlane. Lake View, Maine
Arthur F. Ells, Litchfield, Conn.
P.A. Peticolas, 670 Main St., Hartford, Conn.
American Geographical Society, Broadway at 156th St., New York, N.Y.
George H. Hall, 137 Hannewell Ave., Newton, Mass.
New York Public Library, New York, N.Y.
Ruth H. Lee, Calcium, N.Y.
R. J. Samson, Freeport, Maine
Walter L. Hill, 714 Taylor Ave., Scranton, Pa.
E. V. Cram, 172 Maine Ave., Millinocket, Maine.
Hubert B. Goodrich, Waterville Inn, Waterville Valley, New Hampshire.
Walter W. Wright, Windy Ledge, Paris,Maine.
John S. Simonton, Monson, Maine.
Charles S. Preble, State Normal School, Farmington, Maine.
William S. Cox, 9 Middagh St., Brooklyn, N.Y.
G. L. Marcotte, 337 Main St., Lewiston, Maine.
Edwin Olson, Room 738 East Building, Washington Square College, Washington Square, New
York City.
April 10, 1935. Arthur Comey, Consultant, Maine State Planning Board, Augusta, Maine,
to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
1 am writing to ask for a bit of information which will help perfect the location of the
Appalachian Trail as shown on our general pictorial State map showing foot trails and mountains.
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This is one of a series of maps that we are preparing to present with our findings in the work here
and will presumably be included in the complete report, due to be issued sometime this spring.
This map should help boost the A.T., as it will of course be the principal trail shown. I do not
find in my own files nor in the files here any map which shows the actual location of the
relocated section of the A.T. between Caratunk and Dead River village. If this is not available in
large scale form it is not serious for our present needs, though if the detailed location is available
it would, of course, be better to have that information on file here.
If you do not have copies of a map showing this section of the trail which you can send this
office, it will be sufficient if you will send a tracing sketch, indicating thereon the scale, whether
one inch to one mile or smaller, and control points so that it can then be transferred to our atlas
sheets, or at least to our general map.
“Thanking you in advance,” etc.
April 10, 1935. Appalachian Trail Conference to Maine Sporting Camp Owners
Gentlemen:
We have mailed to you under separate cover a copy of SUPPLEMENT TO GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. This publication includes the changes in the route and
other developments subsequent to publication of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE, copy of which was sent you for exhibition.
Two of the maps supplementing the Guide, namely the Katahdin to East Branch of Pleasant
River, and Bodfish Farm to Moxie Lake, have been published, and a copy of the map relating to
your camps has also been sent you. The White Cap map with an insert of "The Gulf" is being
prepared and should be available in 5 or 6 weeks. We expect to issue, as a 2-color map, the
contour map of the Barren-Chalrback Range now contained in the Guide-Book.
Naturally in order to defray the cost of publication we should like to sell as many copies of the
maps as possible. Therefore we are asking you to put the map up in a conspicuous place in the
office of your camps.
We have had inquiries from some camps for a quotation on the maps which would enable them
to be sold at a small profit. We can supply the maps for this purpose in quantities of four for
$1.00, postpaid. These maps sell at 50 cents each.
If you wish to stock any of these maps please send the remittance to the address given below.
Very truly yours,
The Appalachian Trail Conference,
901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D.C.
This letter sent to:
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Yorks Twin Pine Camps,
Greenville, Maine.

Bradeen and Clifford’s Camps,
Kidney Pond, Maine.

Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps,
Millinocket, Maine.

Mrs. Robert McDougall
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
Norcross, Maine

Mr. Leon Potter,
The Antlers Camps,
Millinocket, Maine.

Mr. J. L. MacDonald
The White House Camps
Millinocket, Maine.

Mr. Charles Berry
Yoke Pond Camps
Kokadjo, Maine

Mr. Ralph York
Long Pond Camps
Katahdin Iron Works, Maine

Mr. W. L. Arnold
Big Houston Pond Camps
Katahdin Iron Works, Maine

Mr. F. M. Chadwick
Third West Branch Ponds
Kokadjo, Maine

Mr. Will Dore
Mountain View Camps
Monson, Maine

McLeod H. Call
Little Lyford Pond Camps
Kokadjo, Maine

Shermans Camps
Big Lyford Pond
Kokadjo, Maine

Mr. J. M. Harris
Troutdale Cabins
The Forks, Maine

{Mary Jo Kempt, Walter Greene, Julian Speyers}
April 10, 1935. Myron Avery to Roy H. Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
A letter from one of the sporting camps on the route of the Appalachian Trail in Maine tells me
that you are preparing, for the Millinocket Chamber of Commerce, a leaflet which will have a
map showing the route of the Appalachian Trail as far as Joe Mary Lake. During the coming
week, we will issue a Supplement to GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE and
a revised map for the region between Katahdin and East Branch. I thought that this map might be
helpful to you in correctly plotting the route of the Trail and I hope that you will be able to hold
the folder for a few days until you receive it.
Please let me know.
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I enjoyed very much your story in the 1935 issue of "In the Maine Woods". It seemed to me,
however, that perhaps the best part of your trip was that which was not told. Did you ever write
up the rest of it? It certainly deals with a little-frequented region.
cc: Greene
April 10, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
"Good News". Mr. Fechner approved, on April 6th, the proposal for using the C.C.C. on the
Appalachian Trail in Maine without the requirement of easements or formal permission and on
the basis of my letter to Forester Evans. The approval was sent back to Mr. Evans and you
should have it within a day or two. So we are over this hurdle. Thanks to your initiative in
advancing the proposal and Major Welch's influence with Mr. Fechner, we have accomplished
our objective. It is very encouraging to all of us interested in the Maine project and provides an
opportunity for completing the unfinished portion of the Trail. Within a week, I shall send you
copies of our Maine maps which are being printed, together with the Supplement to the
Guidebook.
I presume that, as soon as you are in a position to make definite plans, we will be hearing from
you as to the specific places where you think this work should be undertaken first. I think I have
written you quite in detail as to the spots which we felt could be improved. On the whole, we
regard the route as very satisfactory, as taking in the best of the mountain ranges, lakes and, other
scenic, attractions. Then, of course, there is the desirability of keeping the route which has been
adequately marked, signed and measured.
This becomes the more important in that we have a printed Guidebook for the region. It is our
hope to issue next fall a new volume which will combine the Supplement and describe any
relocations which we find it desirable to make.
Both Mr. Greene and I believe that the project which would be of the greatest benefit to the trail
is some satisfactory means of crossing the West Branch at the Nesowadnehunk dam site. The
present crossing is very uncertain. It is a real drawback to the trail route. A permanent method of
crossing would also have a decided fire protection advantage. It seemed to us that a cable could
be run between the two ends of the old dam, and a swinging bridge - such as is so frequent on the
streams in the Appalachians - put in at small expense. No single project would be of greater
benefit to the trail.
Between Katahdin and Blanchard, we feel that the work required is slight. I have suggested the
following:
1. Improving and putting in first-class condition the trail between the Katahdin Stream campsite
and York’s Camps.
2. Recutting the overgrown road from Clifford's Camps on Rainbow Lake to the outlet dam.
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3. Improving the trail from Mahar Campground on Nahmakanta Stream to Joe Mary Lake.
4. Relocating between Joe Guy’s Camps to Boudreau's Camp on Third West Branch Pond. The
present route is very swampy, wet and unsatisfactory. The distance is only for two miles and,
with man power, a perfectly feasible route could be opened on higher ground.
5. The trail on the north slope of Whitecap requires widening.
6. From Blanchard to Bigelow, I have the following suggestions:
(a) The route from Blanchard to Moxie Lake requires very considerable work,
particularly on the east slope of Moxie Mountain, where it is very rough and difficult.
(b) The east slope of Pleasant Pond Mountain requires clearing.
I think I have previously written you about the situation between the Kennebec and Dead River,
pointing out what I thought were the advantages in retaining the relocated route past Pierce Pond,
rather than reverting to the original route past the Carry Ponds. There is a good deal of lumbering
going on there now and any route along the bank of the Kennebec River presents difficulties.
When you consider the extension on from Bigelow Village to Saddleback, I hope that you will
have an opportunity to talk with Game Warden Helon Taylor, of Eustis, as he has the route of
this section well worked out.
I note that Professor Sawyer has been in touch with you and I am hoping that he can give you, in
person, in the near future, more detailed data about his exploring party.
The section about which we have no suggestions is the 10-mile link over Baldpate Mountain and
Grafton Notch. This is the last link needed to complete the route. I am hoping that when this
western link is finished, we can arrange with Professor Sawyer and the Bates Club to maintain it.
Once it has been put in satisfactory shape, the labor of maintaining the marking should be slight.
I had hoped to be in Lewiston before now to talk with Mr. Sawyer and show the Appalachian
Trail slides before the Bates Club, but my operation and a pressure of office work has interfered
with my expectation.
As you know, we have emphasized the importance of the marking of the trail in Maine. This is
something which needs to be very carefully worked out and I don’t think it could be handled
very well by the C.C.C. boys unless they were given special instructions. Mr. Greene might be in
a position to repaint some of the relocations or instruct some very capable C.C.C. worker in the
technique. It is our expectation to repaint most of the Maine trail this summer. This brings me to
a final question, that is, about the paint. We use a particular kind of titanium oxide paint, because
of its long wearing qualities and its visibility and durability. It is obtained from J. W. Hunt. 1221
New York Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. at a cost of $28.00 for 10 gallons, plus postage. It
comes in quart cans, which can be inserted in a container. Will you be in a position to purchase
the paint required?
I wish I could have an opportunity to talk ever these matters with you in person. With so much
remaining to do in Maine, it is my feeling that where the present route is fairly satisfactory, we
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should keep it and concentrate on the sections which need improvement, as I have outlined. Mr.
Greene, of course will furnish you with all possible assistance. His only drawback is lack of
transportation. I am looking forward to the developments with great interest. Now that we are
over the first hurdle - and it looked for a time as if we would not get by it - we shall undoubtedly
have much correspondence with respect to the details.
cc: Greene, Torrey, Welch, Stubbs
{Please return. Shown to Greene.}
April 10, 1935. Myron Avery to Frederick L. Bonney, Farmington, Maine
Dear Mr. Bonney:
You will recall my letter of December 24, 1934, with which I sent you a list of the signs to be put
up where the trail crosses the highway. This was in keeping with the suggestion made by you
when you were in Washington. We have completed about 120 board signs which will be placed
elsewhere on the trail this summer and as I have not heard from you, I thought it advisable to
check the matter with you so that we can be sure the signs will be available this summer.
We expect to issue a supplement to the Maine Guidebook this week.
I am wondering what developments there have been in the Park situation in the Legislature this
year.
cc: Greene
April 10, 1935. BAXTER STATE PARK WORK COMPLETED SUMMER 1934,
NATIONAL PARK CONSERVATION CAMP, MAINE SP-2, by Arthur C. Sylvester,
Project Manager, Land Program Division {Extract from Park Service Recreational
Development Report Mt. Katahdin Maine.}
During the Summer of 1934 a National Park Conservation Camp was located at Foster’s Field
for the purpose of improving the Sourdnahunk-Millinocket road and establishing recreational
facilities on the southwestern side of Mount Katahdin. The Camp was established on June 1,
1934, but, for the following two weeks practically the entire camp was engaged in fighting a
devastating forest fire which burned over thousands of acres of forest lying south of Katahdin.
From the middle of June, projects of a recreational nature were carried on until October fifteenth,
at which time, the camp returned to its permanent quarters in Alfred, Maine.
The Sourdnahunk-Millinocket Road was improved from Abol Field to the Greenville Road by
removing obstructions, gravelling the surface and clearing the roadsides. A vehicle bridge of
logs with hewn pine planking was constructed across Katahdin Stream and numerous existing
bridges were repaired.
At Katahdin Stream a campsite was developed to accommodate approximately eighty campers.
The campsite consists of a parking area for automobiles, six tables with shelters and fire-places,
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tenting spaces and four log lean-tos with fireplaces. The campsite was arranged so as to take the
best advantage of the space and view of the mountain. A log cabin was constructed on the east
bank for the use of a ranger whose duties it will be to supervise the campsite, patrol for fire
protection and impart information to campers. As it becomes necessary to enlarge the camping
facilities, it will be possible to locate additional shelters along the east side of the stream. The
campsite was equipped with latrines and a water supply for drinking purposes. Signs were set up
giving the distances to Baxter Park, Millinocket, Greenville and other points of interest. All
possible precautions were taken to protect the ground cover and existing trees, including the
picturesque white pine which form a part of the skyline silhouette as seen from the campsite.
The large depression above the bridge caused by the Spring freshets was developed into a pool
by constructing a log-crib dam across the stream. This procedure was a practical method to
relieve the unsightliness of the area and to enhance the campsite with an attractive pool of water
deep enough for bathing purpose.
The Appalachian or Hunt Trail was relocated for the distance of one mile on the west side of
Katahdin Stream, because of better footing, to avoid steep grades and to take advantage of
excellent views along the stream. One mile from the campsite a log footbridge was constructed
across the stream. Just above this bridge the trail passes by a deep gorge and beautiful fifty foot
waterfall. Continuing, the trail passes along a ridge with extended views into Witherle Ravine
and to Double Top and other mountains to the southwest. Approximately one and one-half miles
from the road the new trail connects with the old Hunt Trail and continues to the top of the
mountain. One-half mile above this junction on the bank of a small stream which crosses the
trail at elevation 2,450.00, a lean-to log shelter was constructed for emergency purposes. The
Hunt Trail from Katahdin Stream to Baxter Peak was blazed and marked with white paint and
metal markers as used by the Appalachian Trail Conference. The blazes and markers were
removed from the old trail on the east side of Katahdin Stream. The trails on the tableland and
the east side of the mountain were marked with light blue paint and special features were
designated with wooden signs. Various features such as, rocks, outstanding trees, brook scenes
and distinct views were accentuated by opening up vistas.
The Abol Trail was relocated a few hundred yards to the east of the old cut-off to avoid passing
through areas in which the Great Northern Paper Company have recently lumbered. The new
trail follows an attractive stream and connects with the old trail approximately one and one-half
miles from the road. This trail is shorter and more attractive than the old one. An automobile
parking space was constructed at the foot of the trail and it is proposed that a campsite with
shelters be developed later on. The trail was blazed and marked with light blue paint. The
Sewall Camp just inside the southern boundary of the Baxter State Park was repaired for the use
of the campers. It is proposed that additional shelters be added as this location is well sheltered,
commands excellent views and has a good water supply.
In order to obtain information as to how many individuals use the Hunt and Abol Trails, boxes
were placed in conspicuous places for depositing names and addresses. In eight weeks, during
July and August, 749 names representing nineteen different states were deposited on the Hunt
Trail and 436 were deposited on the Abol Trail. Many Katahdin enthusiasts visited the mountain
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by way of Windey Pitch and Chimney Pond and approximately 1,000 persons registered at Roy
Dudley’s Camp at Chimney Pond during the season.
The camping facilities are adequate for the present on the Hunt Trail. The Abol campsite should
be completed and shelters constructed nearby the location of the Sewall Cabin. In order to
conserve and maintain the campsites, trails, structures and forest trees and cover about these
recreational facilities, it is essential that a competent ranger be established at the Katahdin
Stream campsite during the months that the roads are passable by automobile.
April 10, 1935. BAXTER STATE PARK PROPOSED WORK PROGRAM—SUMMER
1935. NATIONAL PARK CONSERVATION CAMP, MAINE SP-a, by Arthur C.
Sylvester, Project Manager, Land Program Division
The Park Camp to be established for recreational projects on the east side of Mount Katahdin
during the Summer of 1935 should be located at the old Depot Camp on Avalanche Brook or if
possible on Roaring Brook so as to be as near as possible to the work projects. The camp should
be located and constructed so that it can be used in the future as a recreational unit.
The Togue Pond road should be continued and a terminal established at Roaring Brook with a
parking area for automobiles. Later a garage and a cabin for an attendant may be added. It will be
necessary to maintain and improve the road and bridges into Roaring Brook to the SourdnahunkMillinocket Road for the use of camp trucks and automobiles. This work should be done under
careful supervision keeping the right-of-way as near as possible to its present width and
protecting the trees and ground cover on the road sides.
A campsite should be established on Spring Brook at the foot of the St. John’s Trail with,
parking area, shelters, fireplaces and provision for fire protection and sanitation. The St. John’s
trail should be cleared, marked, and signed. A second campsite should be established on the
Brook which crosses the trail at approximately elevation 2,250.00. This is particularly scenic
area and a logical place for several shelters. The St. John’s trail passes through a beautiful forest
of white birch which should be carefully protected.
The foot trail from Roaring Brook to Basin Ponds and Chimney Pond should be improved and
relocated in several places. Roaring Brook is a unique feature and the trail should follow it as
much as possible. A tote-road should also be constructed from Roaring Brook to Basin Ponds
and Chimney Pond for the transportation of supplies and possibly passengers by buck-board. It is
advisable to have the foot trail and the tote-road separated from one another. The tote-road
should follow the present trail on the south side of Roaring Brook with the foot trail relocated on
the north side.
In order that elderly persons or those who do not wish to expend the strenuous efforts necessary
to climb Katahdin nay reach the tableland with as little effort as possible a horse trail should be
constructed up the mountain side. This trail should lead from Roaring Brook with a branch
leading into it from Basin Ponds and ascend to the tableland just north of the monument line
which forms the northern boundary of Baxter State Park. At this point the contours are not so
steep and the trail can be constructed with less difficulty. In the future a horse trail should also be
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constructed leading up from the west side of the mountain. A hovel should be built at the
terminal at Roaring Brook but located apart from the development. This building can be used for
the working horses on the development during the summer. In due time a hovel should also be
constructed at Basin Ponds.
When the tote-road is completed to Basin Ponds so that supplies and tools can be transported
there, sites for cabins and the lodge should be located and the ground cleared. Particular
attention should be given to the protection of ground cover. Time will not permit the completion
of the proposed development but at least the site should be made accessible, cleared, and
possibly a few individual cabins constructed. It will be advisable to construct the main lodge and
other important units during the Summer of 1936.
The natural stone causeway between the two Basin Ponds which is almost passable at the present
time should be enlarged. This will serve as a dam and raise slightly the level of the north pond
which can be used as a water supply for the Basin Ponds development. Cabins should be
confined to the shores of the South Basin Pond and the pond itself used for such recreational
purposes as bathing and canoeing. The causeway will also serve as a bridge for a new foot trail
which should be constructed to Chimney Pond.
Eventually groups of cabins and lean-to shelters will be constructed at Chimney Pond for the use
of campers. This development will probably also necessarily be detained until 1936. However,
Chimney Pond should be made accessible at once by an adequate tote-road and foot-trail from
Basin Ponds. Care should be taken to preserve the interesting tree forms and if necessary wood
should be cut from other sources and supplied for the use of campers. The entire trail system
should be inspected and if necessary, cleared, marked and signed.
During the summer of 1935, the development on the east side of Mt. Katahdin will be largely the
building and improvement of automobile roads, tote-roads and trails in order to make the various
points of interest accessible. It will be advisable to construct the proposed accommodations at
Basin Ponds and Chimney Pond during the Summer of 1936 when these sites are accessible. A
campsite with shelters should be developed on the St. John’s Trail, and if time permits, a few
cabins built at Basin Ponds. Because of the nature of the region and the work involved, several
teams of horses can be used effectively. In carrying out the Summer’s work program the master
plan of the Katahdin region should be studied carefully, also, the character of the country and the
existing structures and conditions so that the region will eventually develop into a unified, well
designed recreational system. Every precaution should be taken to conserve the trees and
especially the ground cover and the interesting growth at Chimney Pond which has already
suffered at the hands of thoughtless individuals. Those working in an administrative position on
the recreational development of the Katahdin region should instruct their subordinates and
visitors at proper times so that they will realize the responsibility of conserving the works of
nature.
April 11, 1935. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer
Dear Sawyer:
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The enclosed letters are self-explanatory. I hope that things will work out so that you can see
Sewall and tell him what you know of the region, for we will be making real progress on the new
construction shortly.
If we get the trail cut through and marked, I hope that we can induce the Bates Club to take over
its maintenance. This is very considerably less than the construction originally contemplated.
I am still very much uncertain as to when I can get to Maine. I shall do the best that I can.
April 11, 1935. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
I have your letter of April 10th. I judge that the difficulty with the Intercollegiate Club bulletin is
that all of their copy was made up and mimeographed before your letter reached the Executive
Secretary and that it will appear in the next issue. I don’t think there is anything to be
discouraged about, but since you wrote Magoon initially, you might send him a short letter to ask
if he will not be able to refer to it in the summer issue. The supply of those leaflets is exhausted.
The girl who did the work is in the hospital after an appendicitis operation. In addition to the
letters which you sent, everyone on the A.T. mailing list received a copy. This means the
distribution of about 500. I know the situation at these colleges; they have no publications and
the leaflet would only reach one or two people. My copy of the bulletin has not arrived but I
expect to see it soon. So my suggestion is to merely ask Magoon if it will not be referred to in the
next bulletin for you can reach more people that way than any other way. If you are out of
stationery, we can send you some. You know that I think you gave yourself a great deal of
unnecessary work in writing the long-hand letters. Mary Dorsey, who is very much interested in
the A.T. and lives at Wilmington, helped by having the Supplement typed. The Supplement and
the maps are to be delivered to me this week. You will have copies at once. I am sending about
75 copies of the Supplement to the people on the list in Maine, including each member of the
Development Commission. Also I will send you a copy of a letter written to the camp owners,
offering them maps at a reduced price.
The 80 copies of the Guidebook are all that remain for sale. If we can get $250. from the
Development Commission, plus $50. from the A.T. Conference, we shall hold one-half of it for
revising the Guidebook in the fall. This means a continuing revenue which will come back to us.
I still anticipate some expense in printing the Whitecap map and Philbrick’s contour map in two
colors as soon as they can be made ready.
I strongly urge you to use the No. 10 galvanized nails. You will probably have to have them
mailed to you at Sebec Lake. My report follows up the document issued last October and will be
in the mail this week. We are also issuing a publication on trail technique, tools and
Schmeckebier’s directions for sign painting.
The State Planning Board is an organization such as is set up in many states to plan the
recreational development of the state. Comey, being the city planner, was hired as a consultant.
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Keep the poem sent you.
I have not heard from Schmeckebier as to how much of a bill we may have for the lumber used
for those signs.
With this C. C . C. project, it may work out that your plans for the summer will be materially
changed and it may be that we will get the trail repainted by these fellows working originally
under your instruction, and a greater part of your work will be working over any relocations and
seeing that the marking is adequately carried out. Relieving you of the labor end of it, will be a
good blessing.
I will be up within 2 or 3 weeks. The boys want to know if you definitely plan to come down
here so we can schedule our talk on Maine and have you as one of the attractions.
P.S. The winter 1935 issue of I.O.C.A. Bulletin has just come in and page 18 is devoted to your
letter. I don’t see what more you could ask for. Apparently you were sent a copy of the earlier
issue and misled thereby.
April 11, 1935. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
The enclosed letter is self-explanatory. You will note that the entire trail has been made a C.C.C.
project, and whereas before we were able to get only limited assistance, in the future we should
obtain enough help to finish the uncompleted sections. Mr. Sewall is very much interested in the
project and is handling it very aggressively. I feel, for this reason, that we will make very
considerable progress with the C.C. Camp and finish up the uncompleted sections in short order.
I hope that when Mr. Sewell comes into your section of the state the next time, that he will be
able to see you, in order to get the benefit of your suggestions as to the route from Sugarloaf to
Abraham, for I know you could be of very considerable assistance to him.
1 am sure that you, like the rest of us, will be very much encouraged by this result.
The board signs have not yet been finished but I hope to send them to you soon, together with the
Supplement to the Guidebook, which contains the revised route. This should be out this week. I
presume that you received the copy of “In the Maine Woods” which contained the story of the
trip and also the newspaper release. The Appalachian Mountain Club has scheduled its trip from
Monson to Bigelow Village and I presume that you will be hearing from Mr. Gower. The Club at
Washington is planning a trip to Katahdin from Blanchard.
I would like very much to hear from you as to what has been happening during the past winter. I
have in mind our intended trip to Kibby some time within the next few years. The trouble is there
are so many things to do and so little time for all of them.
cc: Sawyer
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April 12, 1935. James W. Sewall, Assistant Forester, United States Emergency
Conservation Work (Civilian Conservation Corps), Maine Forest Service to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your mighty good letter of the 10th Inst. You have done well and I am glad we did not
make any other moves to get permission. I am today in a preliminary way taking up with Col.
Black at Fort Williams the putting out of small crews of men.
I will be glad to get enough copies of the Maine maps to furnish the four Superintendents who
will be used on this work, as well as a copy for myself, so you had better send me information
hereafter in bunches of five, then I can distribute it without a lot of recopying.
I will try to get the foot bridge across the West Branch but before I can do anything definite on
that somebody will have to go down there and take exact measurements and report on its cost. I
am taking up today with our procurement office the question of titanium oxide paint to see if we
can get approval of purchase. That will probably have to be put up to the Regional Inspector.
Send me all the advice you can and furnish me all the help you can. I have had an Assistant up
to this season but it has been felt by the Amherst Office that this is unnecessary and I am not,
therefore, to have one this summer. With more camps coming in and a rather long stretched out
route, extending from Rangeley to Princeton this is going to make me rather short of time and
not able to give the attention to details which I like to give. It will mean of course that I will
need everybody’s help more than formerly.
Again I want to say that you have done well to get the matter through.
{You better send me enough existent data to send each of the 4 Supts. we shall use—so they can
get the feel of things.}
April 13, 1935. W. H. Sawyer, Bates College Outing Club, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
You letter received today. I rejoice that you have overcome the obstacles in the way of having
the Trail cut by the C. C. C., and think it now seems assured.
I note in your enclosure to Mr. Sewall that you have no suggestions regarding the route over
Baldpate to link up with Old Speck. Would you like to have us scout this section? I think the
Bates Outing Club would be willing to do the job, and I should like for them to have the credit of
completing the scouting work for the last link in the A. T. in Maine. I think we should reserve
decision on maintaining the trail, or anyway how much we can maintain, until the Trail is cut,
and we know what conditions we have to fulfill.
If it is possible for you to come to Lewiston before June, you may be sure we shall be glad to see
you.
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April 15, 1935. Sales by A. T. Conference Since December 1, 1933.
Publication No. 5—Maine Guide
Maine Maps
Publication No. 1—A. T. Manual
Publication No. 5

$92.47
27.43
3.90
50.86

April 15, 1935 Myron Avery to Arthur Comey
Dear Arthur:
I have your letter of April 10th and, in keeping with your request, I have sent topographic sheets
on which the trail relocation between the Kennebec River and Dead River Village is traced. We
will send you next week copies of the Supplement to the Maine Guide and two of our printed
maps (complimentary). The other two maps are in the course of revision and we are retracing
the small scale map, which will include the entire route from Katahdin to Maine Highway 4,
west of Saddleback.
I suggest the advisability of permitting me to check the map to which you refer.
Since you have brought up the matter of the A.T. in Maine, it seems to me very desirable to
arrive at a definite understanding as to the future status of the N.E.T.C. in this connection. This
is for the purpose of permitting us to make more definite plans and to know what we can count
on in the way of meeting our problems of maintenance, guidebook data and publicity. Treasurer
Torrey writes me that he has received nothing this year from either the N.E.T.C. or A.M.C. With
respect to the latter, this is the more difficult to understand, since it runs, each year, a trip over
the trail which is being built through the efforts and contributions of others, and we are called
upon for considerable assistance in connection with such trips. My observation is that the
N.E.T.C., at the present time, is somewhat hard put for an “objective” or “theme” to warrant its
continued activity—unless it is the ski trail development. The Maine trail is distinctly a New
England affair and should receive the heartiest cooperation and assistance from the N.E.T.C. As
I see it, this organization might well make the trail development in Maine one of its major
objectives. The New York chapter of the Green Mountain Club contributes $25.00 annually to
the A.T.C. It seems to me that a similar sum from the N.E.T.C.—since we do not ask aid from
other organizations in New England—would be a very modest request. If desired, the sum could
be ear-marked for Maine work entirely and could be reported on at each Conference.
Will you, therefore, for the reasons which I have outlined, give me a categorical reply to the
following:
1. The extent of aid which can he counted on from the N.E.T.C. for the work in Maine.
2. What action will be taken by the N.E.T.C. to remedy the increasing difficulties on the trail
route in Massachusetts. (A recent detailed report which I shall have copied indicates that matters
there are in in very bad shape.)
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3. What action will be taken to have the markers at Pinkham Notch corrected and the markers
renewed as required in the White Mountains.
Mr. Blood was to advise as whether the A.M.C. would continue to use its enameled markers or
would adopt our standard marker. (It seems to me that if you could induce the trail "boss” to give
conscientious, personal attention to these matters, the problem would be solved.)
You will have received, under separate cover, a copy of our report of April 1st and Publication
No. 7.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Blood.
April 16, 1934. Roy H. Flynt, Supervisor of Recreation and Publicity, Maine State Planning
Board, State House, Augusta, Maine to Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks a lot for letting me know about the Supplement to the Guide with the revised map of the
region between Katahdin and East Branch. This will be just what I need to complete the map
which is being prepared today in pencil to submit to the Chamber of Commerce in Millinocket. I
shall await this map with interest and make such corrections and additions as will enhance its
appearance and usefulness.
It was kind of you to mention the article "In the Maine Woods". You are right; the best of the trip
has not been told as I purposely withheld many details of the trip for a longer article which I
hope to sell to some sporting magazine. Have you any suggestions as to the best placement in a
medium that pays best for such stories? Had thought of Field & Stream and National Sportsmen
but the latter pays only 1¢ a word for articles by "unknowns". I shall appreciate any help that you
may be able to give me in selling this and other stories I have in mind.
If I can reimburse you for the map, please let me know the amount.
I just talked with Millinocket and have a call in for Fred Pitman who has been employed all
winter as Forest Ranger at the Ranger's cabin at the Hunt Trail. Fred has no plans yet and I am
trying to get him to go in the woods with me April 18,19, 20 to lay floors at my camp at Foss &
Knowlton Pond. I hope to fix this up for winter habitation.
For many years I was a member of the Appalachian Mountain Club and made the ascent of
Katahdin in the winter of 1922 with Archer Grover. You may have seen the slides of this trip as
Grover has lectured in many places in Maine.
I should be glad to hear from you from time to time on matters of mutual interest and hope to
have the pleasure of meeting you, perhaps at my camp as a guest, if our trails should cross next
summer.
April 16, 1935. George M. Houghton to Myron Avery
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Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of April 3rd was duly received and we have forwarded to Miss Vivian Robb, 1770
Kilbourne Place, N.W., Washington, D.C., the cuts that were used in connection with your
articles in our 1933 and 1934 editions of “In the Maine Woods" with the exception of the one on
page 18 of our 1934 book entitled "On the Appalachian Trail up Katahdin Which Follows the
Route of the Old Hunt Trail." This was loaned to the State of Maine Publicity Bureau and they
advise that it will be released in about two weeks, when we shall be pleased to send it to Miss
Robb.
We have requested our printers in Boston to forward all the cuts shown in the body of the 1935
book to us at the earliest possible moment and as soon as received we shall also forward those
used in connection with your article to Miss Robb with the exception of the one entitled
"Katahdin over the Frozen-over Surface of Katahdin Lake" on page 20, which you have given us
permission to forward to Mary Josephine Kempt, Bulletin Editor, Potomac Appalachian Trail
Club of Washington, D.C.
April 17, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert F. Maxcy, Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Maxcy:
Mr. Greene has kindly forwarded to me a copy of your letter of April 5th. If you go to Caratunk,
I most strongly urge that you get in touch with Fire Warden Ralph Sterling, who is very familiar
with the trail route on each side of the Kennebec. The trail passes Mr. Sterling’s Pierce Pond
Camps.
cc: Greene
April 17, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
1 am very pleased to have your letter of April 12th. As requested, I shall bear in mind to send to
you 5 copies of all material. I have sent 4 extra copies of our A.T.C. Publication #5 and of the
Maine Guide. As soon as the two Maine maps and the Supplement are available, which should
be the middle of this week, I will forward these. We are now working on the new tracing of
White Cap map. However, as this is so small, I presume that one extra copy would he sufficient
and I have sent the last photographic print of the old map. You will note that the BarrenChairback map, which completes this series of 4 detailed maps from Katahdin to Moxie Lake, is
contained in the old Guidebook.
The first 4 pages of the Supplement contain the corrections between Blanchard and Katahdin and,
by noting the corrections, the Camp Superintendents can readily determine the changes in the
first edition of the Guidebook. I am sending to you this week 8 copies of Publication #7, which
contains some additional matter on trail technique, and Publication #1, the A.T. Manual.
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1 am pleased to note that my suggestion about the necessity for some sort of a foot bridge over
the West Branch meets a responsive chord. I think it would be the greatest single improvement in
the route, and I suggested the space between the old dam piers because it would afford an
anchorage and make the shortest bridge.
We appreciate the tremendous amount of labor which you will be carrying this summer. Mr.
Greene had expected to devote a great deal of time to the trail work. However, with the use of
the C.C.C., some of the projects which he had expected to undertake will be cared for in another
way. This would leave him available to visit the local crews and perhaps see that they receive the
necessary instructions in marking and repainting the relocations in the route, if he did not
undertake that work himself. 1 think it would be most desirable to have him confer with you as
soon as he reaches Maine. Mr. Greene has an extremely pleasing personality, is readily at home
under all circumstances, intensely devoted to the work, and you will find your contacts with him
very pleasant. There is only one handicap and that is the difficulty which Mr. Greene has through not having a car - in getting from Sebec Lake to the locality where trail work is being
done. Perhaps this could be handled by using some of the C.C.C. or Forest Service cars or trucks.
If you see any way to meet this transportation problem, I am sure that Mr. Greene will be of
much help to you in the field. I am sending you 4 carbons of this letter so that you can pass it on
to the Camp Superintendents if you desire. I shall follow the same plan with respect to other
correspondence. I am also sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Greene.
I presume that you have already obtained - or know the type of trail clearing implements best
suited to the C.C.C. work. 1 would say, however, that in our experience, long-handled - 33” pruning shears are very effective in removing the small growth which is found along so many of
the trails.
We are all looking forward to a very successful season in Maine this summer. You will perhaps
have noticed from our P.A.T.C. Bulletin that our Washington Club is planning a trip in late
August and early September from Blanchard to Katahdin, and that the A.M.C. party is
continuing its trip west from Blanchard to Bigelow Village. I certainly hope that a bridge over
the West Branch will be available when our trip comes through.
Please feel very free to call on me for anything which is needed or that I can do.
cc: Greene
April 18, 1935. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr.
Dear Mr. Sawyer:
I am very glad to have your letter of April l3th. I agree with you that the final decision of the
maintenance of sections of the trail by the Bates Outing Club, and supervision over its continued
marking, necessarily must wait until the link is completed so that the practical aspects of the
problem can be determined. In the meantime, we can perhaps stir up interest and develop a
receptive frame of mind toward this suggestion.
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Mr. Sewall writes that he is going to be very much pressed with this work and I think it will be
most helpful to him if you can find some opportunity to talk with him about your explorations
between Saddleback and the road just east of Baldpate.
1 feel that Mr. Sewall will appreciate your making a detailed exploration of the possible trail
route over Baldpate to connect with the trail up Old Spec. As you say, this will complete the
exploration In Maine and Mr. Sewall might find it difficult to handle the matter otherwise. Some
work has been done in that vicinity. John Holden, Zeta Psi House, Brunswick, has made one or
two trips to that section and I think it would be profitable for you to find out what he has learned.
In addition, you will have an opportunity to get the data from the A.M.C. White Mountain
Guide. I enclose an extra copy of one of its maps. I have heard that due to lumbering and the
poor condition of the trail, there is some suggestion of changing the trail from the Highway to the
summit of Old Spec, but this is something which you could look into, for the two trails should
obviously connect.
1 am sending a copy of this letter, of course, to Mr. Sewall.
cc: Sewall, Greene
April 18, 1935. Myron Avery to Roy H. Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
I was very pleased indeed to have your letter of April 16th. I had not known that you were
connected with the Maine Planning Board in the capacity of Supervisor of Recreation and
Publicity. This is indeed fortunate and we shall undoubtedly have frequent contacts in our efforts
to publicize the Appalachian Trail route in Maine. Incidentally, we have about 50 slides covering
the route of the Trail in Maine.
We have issued, from time to time, releases to Maine newspapers upon developments connected
with the Trail in Maine. I suppose that the most efficient method is to send these releases directly
to the newspapers involved, but if it will be more effective to have the material released through
your department, we will welcome any suggestions. I have sent you copies of releases sent out a
short time ago and we shall have another one in the near future on the Supplement to the
Guidebook.
It is our hope to prepare this summer the manuscript for a booklet - like those issued by Vermont
on the Long Trail-- to play up the features of the Trail in Maine. To that end we have been
collecting photographs along the Trail route. I understand that Mr. Maxcy has been employed by
the Development Commission to go into The Gulf next summer.
I am interested to know that Fred Pitman has been employed as the ranger at Katahdin Stream.
Unless something happens to prevent our trip, we expect to have on the Trail, this summer, in
late August and early September, a party from Washington. You may have known of the A.M.C.
trip of last year, of which an account was published in the December 1934 issue of Appalachia.
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Any additional references which you can make to the trail in the Millinocket Chamber of
Commerce publication will, of course, be helpful to us.
I really think that you have made contact with the best magazines at the present time for the type
of story which you have in mind. Another possibility is American Forests, 1713 K. St. N.W.,
Washington, D. C., Ovid Butler, Editor. Its articles, however, have to be brief and well illustrated.
I do not know what they pay, but a few months ago they ran a story by Kenneth Fuller Lee.
Another possibility is Nature Magazine, Mr. Richard Westwood, Assistant Editor, 1214 - 16th St.
N.W. Washington, D.C. There really is a dearth of publications which handle this sort of material.
I did not know that you have a camp at Foss and Knowlton.
I appreciate very much indeed the kind offer in the last paragraph of your letter and hope that 1
may have the good fortune to be able to take advantage of it.
1 am sending a copy of this letter and your letter to Walter D. Greene, who has done so much
work on the Trail in Maine, so that he can get in touch with you if he finds himself at Augusta.
cc: Greene
April 20, 1935. C. R. Tillotson, Assistant Regional Forester, Eastern Region, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
With reference to your letter of March 18:
I am finally able to tell you that Mr. Fechner has approved the use of CCC personnel in the
construction of such sections of the trail for which you have been striving in Maine as Mr. Hoar
and Mr. Violette can agree upon. In view of your interest and obligations in respect to this trail, I
presume you will want to contact Mr. Hoar and Mr. Violette very shortly.
{Copy Sewall, Violette}
April 22, 1935. Adelaide Meserve, AMC, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Am sorry but your notice for the Bulletin was too late for the May issue. While your letter is
dated “April 2” it just arrived this morning, and copy has to be in not later than the 15th. I was
just sending the proof back when it came.
If you wish I can put it in the June Bulletin and will hold it for that unless I hear to the contrary.
April 22, 1935. Arthur Comey to Myron Avery
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Dear Myron:
The Maine State Planning Board thanks you for your loan of two topographic sheets showing AT,
which, as I know you always have demands for these sheets that you have to fill, I am planning
will be returned to you in two weeks. They also thank you for the Supplement and map. The
trails and mountains map we will be glad to have you check, though it is so pictorial in
presentation that any real accuracy is not to be expected.
The members of the steering committee on April 6th did not feel that they could afford to
appropriate more than $15 to the ATC. They expressed the feeling that NETC funds are too
meager to warrant any substantial appropriations for trail building or maintenance. 1 will jog Mr.
Ross and doubtless T'orrey will receive a check shortly, if not already.
It is our impression that with the return of John B, Dickson as Chairman of the Trails Committee
of the Berkshire Chapter that situation will be well handled. At all events, the responsibility for
the entire AT in Massachusetts, except insofar as other agencies actually do maintain it, is in the
Berkshire Chapter’s hands, so that we must give Dickson a reasonable time to show that under
his guidance its proper care will be resumed.
I know Fred Fish, the present Councillor of Trails of the A.M.C. and will confer with him within
two weeks in regard to the Pinkham Notch, etc. AT markers. If not, will you please state to him
accurately what you would like him to do.
April 23, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I am trying now to get cooperation between the Company Commanders, Superintendents and Col.
Black with regard to putting small crews out from our base camps and am also getting out a
master list for equipment for these small crews. I am sending to the Superintendents of the
camps the various data you have sent me. Keep anything coming which is pertinent.
Undoubtedly we shall want help and we will call on.
As to pruners, etc. we have a complete equipment of them in the camps in question.
Of course I can’t say anything definite about the West Branch bridge. I am trying to get
permission to put on a competent man to help look the trail out in places under E.C.W. funds,
and as a temporary appointment. I don’t know whether I can get this or not but if so I know a
good man and he will coordinate with us.
{Have just had a disturbing ruling from Washington, compelling us to build roads only 10’ wide.
This is particularly bad for Mt. Katahdin approach.}
April 25, 1935. Myron Avery to Shailer Philbrick
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Dear Shay:
At last we have made progress with the maps. I have sent you, under separate cover, the two
which are printed. I am personally very much pleased with them and I hope that you will be. If
you find any mistakes in that Bodfish map, I will shoot you on sight and that goes for Walter
Greene’s ex post factor correcting ability.
Speyer’s tracing was a problem because all of the lettering was so small it had to be erased and
most of it re-lettered. There are still a few which should have been opened up. We ran off an
edition of 300. I have distributed them rather liberally and we are offering them to the
campowners at a cost of 4 maps for $1.00. As you know these maps were made by the photo
offset process; the negatives or plates will be kept and we can use them in running off copies of
the maps for future editions of the Guidebook. I anticipate that the corrections on these two maps
will be slight.
By reason of unfortunate circumstances, I have not succeeded in getting the White Cap map and
the Gulf insert traced but I hope to within the next month. Because it has contours, we shall have
to issue it in two colors. It is a small map. If any of us could get up into that region, particularly
around Baker Mountain, we could make a lot of corrections.
The latest scheme is to use celluloid instead of tracing cloth. It can be erased without limit and
avoids distortion.
This brings me to the reason for this letter - the revision of your map. I sent you, in a mailing
tube, a large photograph so that you could make a tracing of all of the trails, roads and the
railroad. Be sure to put in the side trails, such as Barren Ledges, Slugundy, Dore’s and York’s
side trails as the small dots. We are using a standard set of symbols as shown on the printed map.
Then too, be sure to bear in mind to allow for reduction. Don’t make the figures on your new
tracing too small. I expect, however, that the final map will be slightly larger than the one in the
Guidebook, for I think that was a little reduced.
We have done here the work on the other photographic print on which the trails were taken out.
The Boarstone and Barren contours have been fixed. A good many names had to be taken out
and put in because they were excessively small.
Further, we put in the triangles to show Big Wilson Cliffs and Jim Whyte’s Lookout. These are
blue-blazed side trails and you will have to have this photographic print in order not to have your
trail miss or run over these points. Accordingly, I have decided to send you this photographic
print so that you can have it registered correctly on this feature.
A good many of the contours were broken on this print and Boardman spent considerable time in
tracing them in. I think it would be most useful and far more satisfactory if you would devote an
evening to going over the print which I am sending you with India ink and to strengthen the
contours and streams. We had to go over practically every name. There are a few duplications of
lettering which will be taken out when the map is made--do not worry about them.
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You will notice that many streams are broken and suggest trails. This was accidental. 1 suggest
you touch them up. I believe all of the streams should be made heavier, to procure sufficient
contrast.
There is one bad feature still on the map and that is, the little section around The Hermitage.
Perhaps the best way to handle this would be for you to make a new tracing of this little bit, with
the Hermitage in the clear space above, which could be pasted over the photograph. It would be a
very small patch and I think would solve the difficulty.
You probably know what the next step is. That is, to take these two prints and a photographic
plate is made from the corrected photograph and used in the printing.
Because it involves one more reproduction, there is a lessening of values. Hence the importance
of retouching up the map.
Of course, nothing has been done to your aluminum tracing. We merely used it for reference. I
have it at my house and wish you would let me know what to do with it.
The matter of financing the issuing of the maps in two colors is a problem. Frank has volunteered
$10 and I think we can meet the problem. I want to get this map work done very quickly and, as
the Trail Club is putting through some two-color maps in the next two weeks, if you can finish
your work at once so that we can combine the two jobs, it will greatly help the financial
problems. So please speed this up as much as you can. I hope that there will be no bad results
through distortion and improper register by use of the two photographs. 1 hope that I have made
this clear, and I will send the map by a tube tomorrow. Please let me hear from you. I am sending
a copy of this letter to Walter Greene. I suppose you received the Supplement. It is too much
reduced but this was due to financial limitations and it is better than nothing at all.
Frank is fishing and everything is moving along well, although somewhat hectic at times.
cc: Greene
April 27, 1935. Myron Avery to Ronald Gower
Dear Ronald:
I have sent you the Supplement to the Maine Guide and the two maps. Unfortunately, for reasons
of economy, in order to get the Supplement out at all necessitated too much of a reduction. The
maps I am much pleased with and the White Cap map and the Chairback contour map will be
reissued as soon as we have some available funds. The long map from Katahdin to Saddleback is
being retraced. When these are done, we will have some very good maps made.
Interest in the Maine trip is very keen down here. I only hope that the expense will not prove a
deterrent. Exclusive of transportation, our cost is $50.00.
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Thanks to Sewall’s energetic direction and proper representations at Washington, the Trail in
Maine has been made a C.C.C. project tor the State. I think that Sewall will accomplish a great
deal during the summer. We are urging upon him the necessity of a bridge over the West Branch
and the improvement of certain bad sections. Please keep this quiet, as we are afraid that, if it
were too widely known, it might prejudice our efforts with the Development Commission, for we
still need much help.
I understood from your last letter that you were trying to assemble photographs on the list which
I sent you.
There seems to have been little change in the country except the automobile road now comes
within a mile of Chadwick's. Dore wants to raise his prices to $4.00, where he charged you only
$3.00. We are avoiding any charges for the incidental use of canoes.
There is one thing on which I hope you will be able to give us more help than perhaps in the past.
That is, publicity with respect to the guidebook and maps in your A.M.C. notices. You
personally have helped us a great deal but we cannot say as much for some of the other A.M.C.
officials. It seems to me that every member of the party in such a wilderness region should have
maps and guidebooks. With our people, we include the cost in the trip and are supplying them.
Since you have to figure less closely than we do, I would like to suggest that you could supply
the Supplement and the Bodfish map, together with the topographic sheets, to every member of
your party at a cost of only $1.00. You will appreciate that, in order to get out this data and maps,
we have to dispose of these publications and get some income. The A.M.C. would be a good
source except for the crippling activities of the last year, which we don't need to discuss. I am
told that only about one-half of the A.M.C. party had guidebooks last summer. While it is a very
small matter, the difference means a new map. The rest of the Conference people feel that we are
devoting too much attention to Maine and that it is receiving a disproportionate share of
Conference funds. Under the circumstances, I hope you will do all that you can to see that these
publications and maps get publicity, particularly in connection with your trip, which is so
necessary for us to continue the work. You will understand that, in writing about this matter, I
am only dealing with the situation and I have no thought of any personal criticism.
April 29, 1935. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Please accept my thanks for the Supplementary maps which arrived today, also for the
Supplement to Appalachian Trail, all of which shall have my undivided attention the next few
evenings.
Regarding releases, you can probably dispose of these as advantageously as we could here and
perhaps get more publicity, as we are covering so many subjects that the newspapers often times
think we are crowding them. I am not trying to "pass the buck” at all and would be happy to send
out any notices that you think we could handle in a satisfactory manner, in cooperation with you.
If there is any data you wish supplied, I would be glad to assist any time you may need help. You
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know how interested I am in the Appalachian Trail and my membership of the AMC dates back
to 1916 when Will Rogers of the Boston Transcript was President.
There may be ways that we could work together on special newspaper stories for Appalachian
Trail publicity.
The forthcoming booklet on the Appalachian Trail intrigues me as I have covered most of this
territory around Katahdin during the last thirty years. I have some winter views, taken in 1922
from Basin and Chimney Ponds, and at the monument. Archer Grover has duplicate pictures of
this trip.
The Chamber of Commerce folder is progressing slowly and I shall have ample time to make
corrections and changes in the map, thanks to you. Again, I am obligated for the suggestions in
your letter relative to the placing of stories.
Mr. Violette says that he has recommended Mr. Pitman for work with the C.C.C. camp at Depot
Camp on the east side of the mountain where the trail will be improved to Basin Pond. The auto
road will be improved and will terminate at Depot Camps instead of at Windy Pitch.
It is my hope that Walter Greene will get in touch with me when in Augusta as we have so much
to talk over together to mutual advantage.
Again, let me extend an invitation to you to make my camp your headquarters when you come in,
in August, as I think I can arrange to be there if you think you could spare a few days taking side
trips in this country that I know so well.
There is good brook fishing and often times larger fish can be caught at Sourdnahunk Stream and
the west branch.
P. S. I have read with interest your fine article from American Forests. The pictures are most
interesting, especially from Katahdin Lake.
April 29, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
Thank you for your letter of April 23rd, keeping me informed. I shall see Mr. Greene very soon
and shall urge him to try to get in touch with you as soon as he is in Maine, which should be
about June 1st.
Both Mr. Greene and I hope very much that you will be able to make progress in getting some
sort of a bridge at the old Nesowadnehunk dam site on the West Branch. It would be the greatest
single benefit to the Trail. In addition, it would have a lot of local value, both for fire protection,
hunting, fishing, etc., because there has been a means of crossing there for many years. There is
much to justify the project, in addition to its location on the Trail.
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You have my previous letters in which I listed the sections of the trail which I thought could be
improved. There is a difficulty in letter-writing, and I don’t want to create any false impression,
but both Mr. Greene and I believe that we have, on the whole, a most excellent route. It was not
selected hurriedly. Mr. Greene had been familiar with all of the region for over 15 years and
knew intimately the country which we were to traverse. We spent over a year of intensive work
before a single bit of marking or construction was undertaken. Then, of course, the objective of
sporting camps at the interval of a day’s journey, was very essential. What I have said, of course,
applies to the route as far as Saddleback. Beyond that, your E.C.W. man could be most helpful in
getting information additional to that obtained by Professor Sawyer. What I have been leading up
to is an expression of my view that the uncompleted section in the western part of the State is the
region for further exploration and, in the eastern part, where the trail is completed, the most
productive method would be to make the improvements which I have previously noticed. You
will understand that, in expressing those opinions, I merely want to make clear to you - in case I
may not have motioned it before - that the existing route was carefully worked out, and the
E.C.W. man, if you obtain him, might well be made aware of this background of careful,
preliminary study. It is virgin work west of Saddleback, of course.
There seems to be a great deal of interest in our Maine trip from Washington for the last part of
August and the early part of September. I hope it will materialize.
I am enclosing a copy of the official notice which I have received from Mr. Tillotson. I am also
sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Greene, who will be at your service when he arrives in Maine.
The only problem with respect to his services is the transportation.
Has any decision been made as to the purchase of paint? Mr. Greene has about 120 board
direction signs which he made during the past winter, to be put up during the summer.
Please feel free to call on me for anything which you think I can do this connection. We all
realize that, if it had not been for the energy with which you pushed the trail as a C.C.C. project,
that we would have not made much progress with it. The Conference owes you a very real
obligation and I wish it were possible for you to attend the session in June in the Shenandoah
National Park.
cc: Greene
April 30, 1935. Ronald Gower to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
In. order that we may keep posted on the changes at Katahdin and bring our Katahdin Guide up
to date I am taking this opportunity to find out what the program is for the coming season in and
about the Katahdin area.
It seems a long time ago since the evening at Togue Pond. We had a most enjoyable trip an
account of which was sent to you. All travelers to Katahdin, I am sure appreciate what has been
done to make the mountain more accessible, particularly the shelters. The layout at Katahdin
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stream is a fine job, and was filled right up to capacity when we went through. But what took my
eye was the little shelter up on the Hunt Trail where York's old tent used to be. I should like to
stop there for a week. What plans have you for the Great Basin? and has it been decided whether
Basin or Chimney Pond is to be the site of the major centre?
We plan on sending a rock climbing party in to the Great Basin next September. What will be the
status of the Basin Ponds cabin at that time, and is there any way of reserving it for our crowd?
I have perpetually accented the desirability of the Club putting up some sort of a structure since
that evening at Togue, but owing to the great distance from their other establishments, they are
loath to do so. If persistence will accomplish anything, it will come eventually.
It may be of interest to you to know that we are already planning another trip for next September
to do another hundred miles of the A.T. from Blanchard to Bigelow.
April 30, 1935. Myron Avery to Library of Congress
Gentlemen:
There here been sent to you, under separate cover, copies of the Appalachian trail Conference
maps, as follows:
1. Bodfish Farm to Moxie Pond
2, Katahdin to East Branch Pleasant River.
Will you kindly furnish the blanks and information necessary for the Trail Conference to
copyright these maps? There was also sent to the Library copy of Supplement to the Guidebook
to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. The latter was copyrighted. Is a new copyright also necessary
for the Supplement?
cc: Greene
April 30, 1935. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
1 have sent to you, in a mailing tube, under separate cover, copies of two maps of Maine. I
consider these maps very good and they are particularly needed because they cover a region
which hithertofore there had been no available maps. I am asking if, instead of placing these in
your files, they can be placed on exhibit on the walls of the Publicity Bureau office, so they may
attract attention and produce some sales. The enclosed postcard gives the directions for
purchasing the maps, except that the Bodfish Farm to Moxie Lake map should be $.35 instead of
$.50. You could give this instruction to the attendant who answers the inquiry.
As you know, our purpose in broadcasting these maps is entirely altruistic, for the revenues go to
increase the work. For example, we could complete this chain of maps from Katahdin to
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Blanchard, if we had available a small amount of money to publish a revision of the contour map
of the Barren-Chairback Range which appears in the Guidebook. The other is a map of the White
Cap region, with a detailed insert of Gulf Hagus. These should be printed in two colors. The
Trail extends over a large area and there are decided limitations as to the extent to which the
limited funds of the Conference can be diverted in Maine. We have far exceeded the legitimate
proportion.
I also sent you, under separate cover, a copy of the Supplement to the Guidebook. It is reduced to
an unsatisfactory extent, but this results from the limited finances available to publish the book.
You are aware of our efforts to obtain help from the Maine Development Commission, and the
revision of the Guidebook and further maps, as well as an Illustrated booklet on the Trail, are
projects which we have in mind.
I presume that the Katahdin booklet will soon appear. I am looking forward to it with much
interest. If you can give me any information as to the progress which the Development
Commission has made in its efforts to obtain an appropriation, I should very such appreciate it. I
presume you noticed Mr. Greene’s article in the 1935 issue of IN THE MAINE WOODS.
Unfortunately, a map and the best photos were overlooked because, by some mischance, no
proof was sent us.
cc: Greene
May 3, 1935. Myron Avery to The National Geographic Society
Dear Sirs:
In the article on Maine in the last issue of The National Geographic, is a paragraph on The
Appalachian Trail in Maine. Before publication, this identical paragraph was brought down to
me by Mr. Vosburgh, of your editorial staff. All that is correct in the paragraph is that the trail is
called the "Appalachian Trail"; the rest is all wrong. I corrected the material and Mr. Vosburgh
after consuming considerable time on a busy day, left here with an accurate statement. However,
the original erroneous text appeared in the article. Your Mr. Bumstead called me and sent the
map here for checking. Afterwards, however, the map was altered to correspond with the original
error in the text.
As a subscriber (Lubec, Maine), I may take the liberty of saying that on all occasions the text of
the magazine is bad enough anyway, without deliberately printing what is told you definitely is
erroneous. I had thought that the editorial standards were higher than this.
[Note: I have reviewed this article in the May, 1935 National Geographic. I believe that Avery’s
complaint was justified.]
May 4, 1935. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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I received the negatives which you returned, and the copies of the pictures which came out very
clear, I think. I thank you for these.
I have received the supplement to the A. T. in Maine, which seems to cover the ground very
thoroughly.
We will have a new superintendent in the Flagstaff Camp this summer. Mr. Dickson is retiring to
work for the Oxford Paper Company. The work, however, as laid out will go on from this camp
just as soon as the snow gets off the mountains and the roads dry up.
I still have at hand the two manuscripts; one on the Telos Canal; and the other being an account
of a famous log drive on the Penobscot. This latter is a very stirring diary to read in these days
when people say they cannot find any work to do.
In line with this, I wish to call your attention a new publication of the University of Maine, the
Maine Bulletin for January 1935, entitled "A History of Lumbering in Maine From 1820 to
1861”, by Richard G. Wood. This is a very interesting story of lumbering in Maine in the early
days, and it contains quite an extensive bibliography which I am sure would be of interest to you.
These can be secured through the Library of the U. of M.
I am still looking forward to seeing you in Maine this summer.
May 5, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of the 29th ult. and hope that Mr. Greene will get in touch with me, because I
would like to get his advice.
I have sent to each camp Superintendent rather complete file of the correspondence which you
and I have had together bearing particularly on the route, etc. I think this will help them. I expect
to meet Col. Black and the Commanding Officers of the four camps primarily interested in the
Appalachian project Wednesday and at that time I think we can iron out a few ways and means
of putting out these small parties.
I was at Millinocket last week but it is impossible to get to the proposed West Branch Bridge site
now. On my next trip up I have asked the Superintendent there to be prepared to go to that
bridge site with me so that we can make plans accordingly. We may run into a snag in getting
materials but we will do the best we can.
I have had the Superintendents requisition paint for painting the spots in accordance with your
recommendation. That matter is now between Augusta and Amherst. I think we will be able to
get it.
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If Mr. Greene definitely goes onto work between the Rangeley, Flagstaff, Greenville and
Millinocket camps I think we can probably help move him to a certain extent from camp to camp.
We will do the best we can on it.
{Copy Greene}
May 6, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
1 was very much interested in your letter of May 4th. I presume that you also received, the same
as the Supplement, two printed copies of the A. T. maps. I thought that we had done a good job
in this connection.
I appreciate your calling my attention to Mr. Wood’s publication. Through the kindness of Mrs.
Eckstorm the Library had already sent me a copy.
I have revised the manuscripts to which you refer and have no need of the carbons which I sent
you. You can dispose of them in any way you wish.
With the approval of the C.C.C. work on the trail, it seems to me that we should make excellent
progress in Maine. I have sent you a copy of our Trail Club Bulletin, from which you will note
that the Trail Club is scheduling a trip this Summer in late August. It would be a great pleasure to
meet you somewhere enroute.
Has the Legislature adjourned and can you tell me what progress the Maine Development
Commission made in its efforts to procure an appropriation?
cc: Greene
May 6, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
I have your letter of May 4th and I am delighted to note that you are taking up the matter of the
West Branch bridge so vigorously. Both Mr. Greene and I consider it the most vital single
project on the Trail.
I shall see Mr. Greene in New York within 2 or 3 weeks and you may be sure that he will exert
every effort to get in touch with you as soon as possible. He should be in Maine in early June.
Your expectation that you can help move Mr. Greene from camp to camp to do some work in
connection with the Trail is an indication that we can solve this problem and make his
availability of the greatest usefulness.
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I presume that you will not hesitate to call upon me for anything that you wish. I don’t seem to
be doing anything just at the moment for the Maine project, but you know that I am completely
at your disposal.
We are trying to get special railroad rates in order to facilitate our Club trip from Washington.
cc: Greene
May 9, 1935. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
I have finally gotten a rough draft made of the map of the trails of the Mt. Bigelow Range and
sent it to you for correction. Please let me know of any errors. I am particularly concerned with
the way in which the blue-blazed trail comes into Stratton. Have I shown it at the right place?
Can you let me have the map back immediately, as we are having it printed. I presume that you
received the maps and the Supplement which I recently sent you.
I would like to hear from you as to what you have been doing during the past few months and
how things are up in the Bigelow region.
May 9, 1935. Harrie Coe to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Delay in acknowledging receipt of your two letters has been occasioned by the rash of
correspondence in handling replies from the State’s advertising also my absence in Boston the
greater part of week before last attending the Boston Hotel Show where I managed to pick up
some kind of a bug that confined me to the house more or less during the following week. For
that reason your letters just haven’t managed to creep up through the pile until today.
Replying now to yours of April 30, we received the two maps and appreciate your interest in
sending them to us. I am sorry to say we can not hang them on the walls of our office because the
space is entirely occupied by folder racks and colored photographs of the various regions
including the Mt. Katahdin district. We will, however, put them on our Bulletin Board for easy
reference by people who call. Sometime when you drop into the office, you will see the situation.
We were also pleased to receive the supplement to the Guidebook.
The Legislature appropriated $100,000 a year for the next two years to advertise the State. The
added amount will be used to enlarge the magazine and newspaper advertising program.
Your letter of May 3. I entirely agree with you about the colors on the cover. I thought I had it all
fixed with the State Printer for a little different color combination toning down the red and the
blues, but while he did this to some extent, it isn’t quite as I wanted it. This, of course is
confidential as I don’t want to appear to be criticizing anyone, but I don’t mind saying that if I
had full supervision of this booklet work, I could carry out my own ideas, but I know the State
Printer is up against the same proposition where so many people have their fingers in the pie.
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However, I think it is quite a creditable production and I was glad to make the changes you
suggested, adding the new photographs and the chapter on Gulf Hagas.
I did investigate the question of the cut of the model of Katahdin at the University of Maine
Library. They sent me the cut and we had a printer's proof made of it, but it was so poor that Mr.
Grenier, The State Printer, and I decided that it was not advisable to use it.
The edition is 5,000 copies.
We are very pleased to send 25 copies to Miss Fulkerson and any time you or she want more,
just let me know.
I don't remember whether I mailed you a copy of our two new booklets, "Maine Invites You",
which I publish for our Bureau so that our subscribers may receive advertising benefit, and
"Maine The Land Of Remembered Vacations", which I compiled for the Maine Development
Commission, so I am mailing copies to you under separate cover. These are, of course, available
in quantity if you have any suggestions for mailing to offer.
With renewed appreciation of your interest in helping me in this work…
May 11, 1935. Ron Gower to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Well, the trip is progressing. Have it pretty well lined up as far as Bigelow, where I am tempted
to let it end. Another day will crowd us too much, I am afraid. However, I am still open to
receiving any information you have regarding what lies beyond, I have prepared the first Bulletin
notice and submitted it to the chairman of the general excursions section today. He blue penciled
it liberally, including my note regarding the A.T. Guide and maps, saying that that was not
suitable for a bulletin notice, and that I could mention it in my letters, which I shall do. Last year
I mentioned it to every person making the trip. I will see what can be done about giving one to
each registrant at the expense of the trip.
I thank you for the copy of the Supplement and the maps. It is a job well done. The Supplement
is more interestingly written up than the Guide itself. The maps are a great improvement.
Our cost for this trip will run about $65.00 for eight days. This includes rail transportation—
private Pullman from Boston to Blanchard. I find in analyzing the trip that a good deal will be
spent on bus transportation, in fact I was asked if this was a walk or a bus trip! Of course this is
due mostly to our being quartered in Monson and doing Boarstone, Little Wilson and Blanchard
from there. It would help if we could find accommodations at Bodfish. I shall write them but
after last year’s experience I have little confidence. I am depending on Wilkins, although he left
us flat last year, and may do so again. Of course we can cut out the Little Wilson to Monson
section and substitute Taylor's blue-blazed trail from Stratton to the A.T. on Bigelow, which
under our present plan we shall have to omit. Or we can do sections 13 and 14 in one day.
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I enclose copy of letter to Sewall and Stubb’s letter to you of last September. You see it takes me
a long time to get around to doing some things. Sewall’s reply was very cordial. He is evidently
in complete sympathy with the Trail. I’d say you were a good salesman!
{P. S. My middle initial is L not D.}
May 14, 1935. Myron Avery to J. R. Hildebrand, Assistant Editor, National Geographic
Magazine, Washington, D.C.
Dear Sir:
I have your letter of May 9th. In view of the time which I gave your Mr. Vosburgh, it would
seem to have been only a matter of common prudence—if not common courtesy—to have taken
the matter up with me again after G. O. Smith had written that he had later, more first-hand
information than mine. I tried to show your Mr. Vosburgh that I had the facts of the situation. I
have direct charge of the Trail work in Maine and all activities there are under my supervision
and it would be impossible for Mr. Smith to have more correct information. Moreover, I had just
returned from a trip to Maine, having gone over very foot of the Trail. All of this was known to
your Mr. Vosburgh and I understand was communicated to you. Under the circumstances, I can
see no reason for printing what you were told was an error.
May 14, 1935. Robert T. Moore to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
During the summer of 1934 I leased a large part of my Borestone property including the
automobile road to Mr. Thompson L. Guernsey of Bangor, Maine. Mr. Guernsey has written me
several times complaining of the nuisance (from his point of view) caused by the hikers who use
the Appalachian Trail. He wrote "Campers are building fires in the woods around the ponds
which is very dangerous especially in the fall. Every Sunday there are a good many curiosity
seekers walking around the buildings, etc. etc." In view of the fact that Mr. Guernsey has
expressed his desire to lease the property again for another year with a right to continue it for two
years, I have felt obliged to give his wishes a great deal of consideration. Under the
circumstances I believe the only thing to do is to cancel the permit for the trail. I regret this very
much but cannot take any chance on losing this lease. It is possible that after his lease expires I
may be willing to grant the club the right to use the trail again.
Expressing my sincere regrets to you and the members of the club, I am
Cordially yours.
May 14, 1935. Robert Haynes to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
You no doubt knew what I am after as soon as you saw the outside of this envelope.
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We are now getting together some material for our 1936 edition of THE OLD FARMER’S
ALMANAC and I am most anxious to have another article in it written by you; something along
the same line as last year—more of what you have done or what you plan to do in the future, or
whatever you want to write about.
I find that you are quite a big boy among the people interested in the great outdoors. A lot of
them pass through the library and frequently, or at least occasionally, speak of you.
Why don’t you stop at Cambridge to see me some time when you are going through? I will be
might glad to have you do so.
May 14, 1935. Myron Avery to Edgar Heermance, Chairman, New England Trail
Conference
Dear Sir:
Thank you for your thoughtfulness in writing your letter of May 8th. I had continued to write to
Mr. Comey but he had not told me that you had been elected Chairman. I am very pleased to
know of this and believe that, under your guidance, the New England Trail Conference will
experience a new era of renewed activity and accomplishment.
I would suggest that you have Mr. Comey forward to you copies of the letters which I sent him
about the Massachusetts situation. The caustic criticism expressed with respect to the trail in
Massachusetts and Connecticut, I think - from accounts which have come to me - is to be
attributed to the personality of the writer of the letters. I traveled on the Trail for two days with
Mr. Dickson and he is a very capable worker and should restore the trail in Massachusetts to
first-class condition if it can be done. However, it seems to me that the problem takes on a
broader aspect and that in place of merely having the Berkshire Chapter take action when
sections fall into very bad condition and are so reported - that the Berkshire Chapter could
organize a system of inspection and supervision which would catch the weak points before they
become notoriously bad. This is the way the local club maintains its trails - through having its
section divided up among 60 overseers. May I suggest that, in addition to remedying the present
difficulty, you discuss the matter with Mr. Dickson, with a view of procuring a better plan of
maintenance for the future.
We should like very much to have you attend the A.T. Conference at Skyland on June 22-23.
The program will be mailed to you within ten days. It seems to me that many matters relating to
New England could be discussed to mutual benefit. I have felt that, in the past two years, there
was little activity in the New England Trail Conference to justify its continued existence and call
for support. I have thought that the trail activity in Maine, which is a large project, deserves a
more active sponsorship than the N.E.T.C. has afforded. 1 have urged Mr. Comey to make
available larger appropriations--if no actual help is available -- in order to carry on this work
more effectively and complete it. It seemed to me that, outside of your state, this is about the
only trail activity in the section. (We omit the ski trails.) For a number of years, the New
England Trail Conference, like any other club, contributed $15 to the Trail Conference program.
Considering the work which we were carrying for the N.E.T.C. in Maine, 1 thought this a very
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small participation by the N.E.T.C. Mr. Comey wrote me that, this year, it was with difficulty
that he succeeded in having the appropriation continued. Can this possibly be the prevailing
attitude?
I am sure that you fully appreciate the work in Maine and are in sympathy with it, and I am
hoping that, as you study the matter, you will be inclined to the view that this is really a part of
the activities of the N.E.T.C. and that it can lend a larger helping hand. None of the A.T.C. funds
are expended for traveling or any work except for publications and materials used for the trail. I
refer to this so that you can see how large a burden is carried individually-- by the project
generally and in Maine.
May 15, 1935. Myron Avery to Herbert L. Swett
Dear Mr. Swett:
I learned with much interest that the Legislature had made on appropriation of $100,000 for the
Development Commission. While this is, I believe, somewhat smaller than the amount for which
yon had hoped, nevertheless, it seems encouraging as an indication of a growing appreciation of
the value to the State of the work of the Development Commission and the importance of further
activities along this line.
You no doubt have in mind the matter of the appropriation of $250.00, concerning which both
Mr. Greene and I have written various members of the Development Commission. Now that the
appropriation has been determined, I hope that it will be possible for the Commission to
appropriate this small amount toward the Appalachian Trail project. At any rate, we know that
you have the matter in mind and will see that it is brought up at the next meeting of the
Development Commission.
The expenditure is very small in proportion to the results which can he achieved thereby and it is
becoming increasingly more important to have this project, which is a distinct asset of the State placed upon a permanent basis as far as its future is concerned.
cc r. Greene
May 16, 1935. Walter Greene to Miss Harlean James, Secretary, Appalachian Trail
Conference
Dear Miss James:
In keeping with the formalities of the Trail Conference constitution, I wish to notify you of the
organization of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club which formally assumes charge of the
maintenance of the Trail in Maine which had heretofore been carried on by the individual efforts
of those who were the officers and members of the new organization. Will you kindly consider
this letter as the notice of the registration with the Secretary required, I understand, by the
Appalachian Trail Conference? This new organization is unique in that the sole qualification is
“work”; that is, to have done something to benefit the Trail project in the State of Maine.
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I am sending a copy of this letter to Treasurer Torrey and in keeping with the practice, this new
organization will send to the Treasurer a contribution in keeping with the age of the organization
and the amount of work which it has before it.
Walter D. Greene, President
3823-212th Street
Bayside, Long Island, New York
May 16, 1935. Myron Avery to Ronald Gower
Dear Ron:
It is a pleasure to have your letter of May 11th. I stand corrected and regret the irritation which
my addressing you as “Ronald D." must have caused. Henceforth, it is “R. L.”
With your permission, I am going to ask the Chairman of the Excursions Section to be a little
more liberal with respect to helping publicize the A.T. publications. I presume that it is Mr.
Fowler.
Some of the camps, namely Dore’s and Nahmakanta, have jumped their rates. I hope that these
campowners won’t get the idea of killing the goose which lays the golden eggs, by trying to raise
rates once people start to travel the trail. They are suspicious of each other and fear that some
other person may be charging a higher rate. I am sending a copy of this letter to Walter Greene,
so that he will forward to you a letter from MacDonald, which reflects a very fine attitude.
The compliment to the Supplement is rather back-handed, I fear, in that it is identical - as far as
"interesting matter" goes-- with the text of the other Guide with the exception of the specific
change in route. The reduction in size was unfortunate but is one of the things which grows out
of trying to do something without money. At the present time, we are getting out the ChairbackBarren and Whitecap maps in two colors, as well as having the big map, which now reaches
from Katahdin to Saddleback, redrawn. This will be on a large scale and, in the end, should be a
very great help to the Trail project.
Is there any possibility of your attending the Conference, June 22-23, as Charlie Warner wrote?
Please tell me with whom you were negotiating for a bus at Monson and the rates you have been
given. We are running our trip for 16 days at $55.00 and will probably use train transportation to
save time. We will leave August 25th and come back from Millinocket on September 5th,
staying the 4th at Chimney Pond.
I presume yon are trying to gather in the list of negatives which I made out last winter. I am sorry
to put you to so much trouble but we need the photos for publicity matters which we have
brewing. Where did you get the "Gulf" photo. used in Appalachia?
cc: Greene
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May 16, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
Was there any legislation passed by the present legislature which in any relates to the Park
situation or to Mt. Katahdin? If so, and if it would not be too much trouble, I would greatly
appreciate your forwarding a copy of the Act to me. Did the legislature make any appropriation
continuing the mapping of the State by the Geological Survey or was this again passed over, as
was done at the last session?
There is one matter which I presume I should take care of. I sent to you a copy of our Trail Club
Bulletin, which outlines the trip of the Appalachian Trail Club over the Trail in Maine in late
August and September. We plan to spend one night (September 4th) at Chimney Pond. Can you
tell me if there will be any different arrangement this year or if Mr. Dudley will still have control
of the cabin at Chimney Pond? We want to be very sure--because of the limited
accommodations--to have provisions made for the P.A.T.C. I understand that Crawford is not
leasing Basin Ponds Camp again this year. Who will have charge of that?
I presume you received our 2 maps. We are getting out the White Cap and Barren-Chairback
Map in 2 colors, as well as a large map of the entire trail.
Will you send me the 1935 Forestry Manual when it appears?
May 16, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert Haynes
Dear Bob:
I have your letter of May 14th and I am pleased to hear from you again.
1 should be very glad to do something for the 1936 Issue of the Old Farmer's Almanac, but I am
wondering if it could not be deferred until Fall, until we get that benefit of our summer’s
activities in Maine. We are planning a good deal and I trust that there will be some real
accomplishment to write about.
We have some stories in the 1935 issue of “In the Maine Woods" (Bangor & Aroostook
Railroad). The Maine Development Commission issued a second edition of the publication on
Katahdin. I disclaimed any responsibility for the cover.
I had expected to have taken advantage of your invitation before now, but I have not been in
Boston for a considerable period. I hope to remedy this deficiency in the near future.
May 16, 1935. Myron Avery to Miss Adelaide Meserve, AMC
Dear Miss Meserve:
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I wonder if it is too late to obtain now the cuts of Boarstone and of Gulf Hagas, which
accompanied Gower’s article on the Trail in Maine in the last issue of Appalachia. These will be
very useful in trail publicity. I appreciate that I should have asked for them earlier, but I am
hoping that they still may be available.
By the way, I think that there is a copy of the Supplement to the White Mountains Guide due me,
as I paid for it when 1 ordered the book on Canoeing. It may be that the Supplement has not yet
appeared.
1 appreciate your writing me that you would probably be able to list our Supplement and maps in
the nest issue of the Bulletin.
Miss Kempt told me that she had written some time ago about some other Appalachia cuts and,
as she did not receive them, I am apprehensive that this may mean that the cuts in which 1 am
interested have also been destroyed.
May 16, 1935. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
I have had a very enjoyable time perusing the two booklets which you very thoughtfully
forwarded to me. Permit me to compliment you highly upon the results. The photographs are
extraordinarily good. Particularly did I like the page of waterfalls and the view of the Katahdin
cliffs from Chimney Pond. The latter is better than some of the photographs in the Katahdin
booklet. I had thought that my name was on the Development Commission’s mailing list so that I
would automatically receive these publications. It appears that 1 was mistaken in this and that I
would not have seen them except through your kindness.
Until the Geological Survey is able to determine the elevation of Old Speck, the question of
which is Maine’s second highest mountain will remain in doubt. At the present time, it is
Sugarloaf’s 4,257 feet. I really doubt if Old Speck will over-top this. Saddleback has sunken
considerably below several other peaks in that region and it is definitely out of the running. I
think there is a typographical error in the elevation of Katahdin in the paragraph where the
mountains in Maine are discussed.
Again commending these very excellent publications. Sincerely yours.
May 16, 1935. Myron Avery to William P. Fowler, Chairman, Excursions Committee,
Appalachian Mountain Club
Dear Mr. Fowler:
I am writing with respect to the proposed A.M.C. trip over the Trail in western Maine. I have had
considerable correspondence with my good friend Ronald L. Gower, in connection with this trip,
as well as the A.M.C. trip of last year. The Trail Conference has aided these trips in every
possible way. As you may know, the Trail activity in Maine really centers in our activities in

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

92

Washington with the local assistance, particularly that of Walter D. Greene, which we have been
able to develop. At the present time, we have completed 181 miles of good trail to Sugarloaf which I feel is something of an accomplishment, when the very limited financial resources and
assistance are considered. I appreciate that you are busily engaged with the ski activities and the
Cardigan Hut, so that the trail activity in Maine may not have particularly come to your attention.
We are furthering the project by issuing a Guidebook and maps to this region. Realizing the
value of publicity in the A.M.C. Bulletin, I have asked Mr. Gower if he could not make mention
of the Supplement and the maps in the notices of his trips. In addition, such a notice would be of
help to people who are considering the trip, as indicating the full information available. I
appreciate, of course, the limited space available in the Bulletin notices and your feeling that
such mention might not be entirely suitable for a Bulletin notice, but, in view of the extensive
activity in Maine and our need for every possible assistance in publicizing the maps and
guidebook - the proceeds of which go into additional publications, all of which are for the benefit
of travelers over the Trail, such as the A.M.C. party, under the circumstances I am wondering if
you could not find it possible to depart a little from the strict interpretation of the Bulletin
requirements in order to aid the Trail project in Maine. The more we can do and the A.M.C. can
help, the more new country is available for A.M.C. trips. I am sure that you understand the
situation and will afford as all possible assistance.
cc: Gower
May 17, 1935. Letter from Walter D. Greene to various media. [The files include a first draft
of this letter that I have not transcribed.]
Dear Sir:
The letter enclosed is perhaps long but it covers a wide field and I believe that it is also a very
timely subject. It strikes me that it should be, in its entirety, of interest to Maine readers, and I
hope that, if you publish it, you will not delete it.
May I respectfully suggest that it might be also, in connection with its publication, a good
opportunity for an editorial on its subject matter. It is the earnest desire of the writer to help the
welfare of his state in every way possible. I am sure that all Maine men have the same desire.
The matter of an increased appropriation for the needs of the Maine Development Commission is
before the Legislature. This is needed in order to make a greater campaign to accomplish the
objectives which are the subject of the enclosed letter, an editorial or any effort on your part to
advance the project will be very helpful and will be to the benefit of the state.
If this letter is utilized, as I trust it will be, will you kindly send a few copies of the issue to me at
the address below?
Sincerely yours,
Walter D. Greene,
3823 - 212th Street,
Bayside, Long Island, New York.
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It has long been in my mind to set down what follows here, for it has been a subject of much
serious thought and reflection. I have wanted to do my bit to awaken Maine people to the fact
that they possess an asset of great potential value, one which, apparently, they have almost
completely ignored. I refer to the state's magnificent scenic values, and, incidentally, to its early
history and historical sites, together with its climatic appeal to those who would escape from the
torridity of other states during the summer months. Hitherto, practically all of Maine's publicity
has related to its fishing and hunting. Some attention has been given to Katahdin, the Allagash
canoe trip, and to Moosehead Lake. This has brought results and proves the point.
Occasionally I think we have all lived so close to the marvelous beauties of our state that we
have not seen "the woods for the trees".
There is no question but that Maine, scenically, has no equal east of the Rockies. Unparalleled
are the unusual contours of its mountains, its sweeping valleys, its rivers, the enormous number
of its beautiful lakes and streams.
That fashionable term of today "rugged individualism" has an apt application to "state of
Mainers", but it also signifies a lack of concerted effort. It's high time that we visualize this great
source of revenue and demand that it be made known to the people outside of the state. By
reason of the condition into which the lumbering industry has fallen in late years, we have need
of every additional financial resource. In these days of modern salesmanship, however, people
have to be told.
There is no need to dwell upon the trend of the last quarter of the century toward national parks
and the capitalization of their scenic attractions by the various states; It has awakened the interest
of Americans in first seeing the natural, wonders of their country. For walking and mountain
climbing, there are numerous hiking and mountain climbing clubs throughout the whole length
of the east coast, especially centering about Boston, New York, and Washington. Many of these
are important Appalachian Trail Clubs, which maintain, by volunteer labor, sections of the
Appalachian Trail. There are, however, none of these Clubs in Maine.
The exploitation of their natural resources by the various states has brought large dividends, in
comparison with the outlay. Maine has lagged greatly in this respect. I know that the Maine
Development Commission realizes this, and has done all possible, but it has been handicapped
by a lack of sufficient funds. It seems to me that it would be a wise and far-sighted policy to aid
their efforts in every way possible and thus permit the Commission to enlarge its field.
The state has a rich mine of early history, together with the sites identified with it. To digress there is a treat awaiting those who read the recently published Maine historical novels. "Arundel",
by Kenneth Roberts, is a classic. It deals with Arnold's epic march, as well as with the early life
of the settlers and Indian tribes. Its fictional side is intensely interesting. Another, but lessknown book, is equally worthwhile, "Bartons Mills", by A. Hyatt Verrill. This tells of the
struggles of the pioneers in settling the wilderness. It is the story of four generations of a Maine
family. Also, for the studious, there are two ponderous volumes of the detailed and complete
history of Maine from 1602 to 1826. These are 700 pages each, written by William Williamson
and published in 1839.
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As to its climate - why should not Maine occupy, in the summer, the position which Florida does
in the winter? There is as great a desire in the states in the south to escape the terrific summer
heat, as there is here to escape the rigors of winter. Yet how little is put forth as to the tonic
vitality of the climate of Maine. The coolness of its nights and the peace and quiet of its wide
spaces!
To establish an authority for what is written here, I must speak briefly of myself. I live, for half
the year, in Williamantic township, Piscataquis County; in the winters I practice my profession in
New York. For my own benefit, I have been a licensed guide for many years and have wandered
and explored - usually alone - the wildest and most inaccessible portions of northern Maine. I
have ranged from the Piscataquis River to practically the northern border. I have thereby gained
a wide and unique knowledge of the state’s little known trails and scenic grandeur.
While the newly-made Appalachian Trail, which crosses the state, is not the primary subject of
this letter, it is inevitably linked with it. It has opened the way and has called attention to the
grandeurs of the state. Something must be said here of what it means.
Magnificent scenery has no value unless access to it is practical and comparatively easy. This
Trail now stretches 190 miles from the crest of Katahdin to Sugarloaf Mountain in the
southwestern part of the state. During the next year it will be extended 65 miles farther to
Grafton Notch to eliminate the last uncompleted link in the 2050 mile super-trail. Then there will
be an unbroken marked line from Maine to Georgia. In Maine the Trail already crosses 27
mountain peaks. From their summits are gorgeous vistas. The route embraces numerous lakes
and ponds, streams and waterfalls. The country traversed is almost entirely wild and primitive,
especially, the 120 mile-stretch from Katahdin to Blanchard.
My accidental meeting with Mr. Avery, in the Wassataquoik Valley several years ago, was the
beginning of my connection with the project. The knowledge gained in my wanderings
facilitated the location of the Trail's most difficult section - from Katahdin to Blanchard. I had
much to do with the physical construction of this portion.
The 190 miles of Trail were constructed and marked in 1933-4 through limited funds contributed
by clubs of The Appalachian Trail Conference, located outside the state. The Maine
Development Commission was also able to help to a limited extent. This work was planned by
Myron H. Avery, an admiralty attorney in the United States Shipping Board, a native of Lubec,
and Chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference. Thus was made possible this great gift to the
public of the state, for in no sense is the trail a private enterprise.
I am anxious to bring home to Maine people the financial value of this Trail. Last summer the
out-of-state travelers on the Trail distributed some thousands of dollars where it was sorely
needed. The Trail was planned so that, at the end of a comfortable day's journey, the traveler may
reach a sporting camp. This obviates the hardship of packing heavy equipment. These sporting
camps are one of the assets of the state; they are the backbone of its sporting resources. During
the last few years, they have had a struggle to survive; the depression, the automobile, taxes and
license fees have made it extremely difficult. If the camps fail, it will be a blow to the state. The
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income which the Trail has and will bring to them is a great help. People who enthuse over the
Trail's features return to their homes and spread the news. Parts of the Trail are used locally by
guests of the sporting camps and also by the inhabitants of the towns nearby. An added virtue is
its value as a base line for anyone lost in the wilderness, and also as a fire line. There is being
planned an illustrated, descriptive booklet to give a clear conception of the region which the Trail
traverses.
The Appalachian Trail Conference has already published a seventy-six page Guidebook and a
Supplement to its trails in Maine, together with four detailed and correct maps. These fill a void
which has existed since Hubbard first published his guidebooks in 1880. These books and maps
can be obtained from The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington,
D.C.
The Appalachian Trail covers today a primitive wilderness existing mostly as it was in Colonial
times. The scars of lumbering have been greatly obliterated. It is in line with the present-day
trend of developing foot-trails, not spoiling nature with automobile roads. Several roads,
however, approach closely enough to make it accessible at various points.
Space permits me to speak but briefly of the Trail's features. Along its length is found splendid
fishing and hunting. There is no need to speak of Katahdin, but little is known of White Cap,
over 3,700 feet, with its unequalled panoramic view, nor of the magnificent, isolated dome of Joe
Mary Mountain, from the summit of which one can view the wonderful basin of Chesuncook and
Pemadumcook Lakes, and many others, all dotted with islands. In the background is Katahdin,
and scores of other peaks, slowly diminishing toward the horizon.
Then there is isolated Barren-Chairback range of five peaks, over which it was necessary to cut a
virgin trail. These peaks are all crowned, park-like, with enormous spruce. From many
viewpoints, gorgeous vistas open both toward the north and the south. Traveling south from
Katahdin, there is Nesowadnehunk Stream, Rainbow Lake, Nahmakanta, and Joe Mary Lakes,
Yoke, Crawford, West Branch and Long Ponds, and Bodfish Intervale at the base of Barren
Mountain, with its interesting early history; the historical Little Wilson Region, within the
environs of which are the famous Little Wilson Falls, with a 60-foot feathery plunge into a
stupendous slate gorge; Monson, the attractive village on Lake Hebron with its great slate pits
and the forest-covered site of the abandoned settlement of Savages Mills. Here are still standing
the abutments of the bridge on the old Greenville Post Road.
Then there is the “Grand Canyon of Maine”, Gulf Hagas on the West Branch of Pleasant River.
That this stupendous natural wonder has been left unknown, except to woodsmen, is beyond
belief. The much exploited Au Sable Chasm in the Adirondacks does not compare with it. The
latter is one mile in length; Gulf Hagas is three. At the bottom of its two to three hundred foot
sheer walls, the river boils throughout its whole length, a succession of rapids, cascades and falls.
Now that the Appalachian Trail Conference has opened side trails to the Gulf, I cannot but
believe that in a few years it will rival Katahdin as the state’s chief scenic attraction. The rock
formation is slate, and has been eroded by time and weather into unique formations, such as The
Indian Head and other rock faces. Last summer, the writer constructed five good trails, making
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accessible the best features of The Gulf and also five and a half miles of new trail to the summit
of Joe Mary Mountain.
Two other sections, outside the environs of the Trail, I wish to speak, of; one the Wassataquoik
Valley north of Katahdin. This vast valley with the Wassataquoik Stream, the wildest and most
picturesque in the state flowing throughout its length, is completely ringed with huge mountains,
except to the southeast. Above it loom the Turners, Russell, Katahdin, Fort, The Brothers,
Wassataquoik, and Pogy Mountains. To the northeast is that marvelous and unvisited height, The
Traveler, with its picturesque ramparts and seven peaks. At its west base, flanked by enormous
cliffs, are the two South Branch Ponds. These and Lake Wassataquoik, a few miles distant, are
really the scenic lakes of the state. The latter is a gem. Long and narrow, shut in on both sides by
the frowning cliffs of Pogy and Wassataquoik Mountains with several rock formations similar to
the buttes which characterize the Black Hills in the Dakotas, it is a weird and impressive sight. It
resembles one of those gloomy masterpieces of the great French Illustrator, Dore. On its south
side - cascading from the summit of Wassataquoik Mountain, is a beautiful, hidden waterfall.
Northeast of The Traveler is Matagamon or Grand Lake, superbly scenic. Farther north is the
Munsungan Region, the headwaters of the Aroostook River, a grand country with countless lakes
and streams. Here the mountains decrease somewhat in height but their jumbled and picturesque
contours are striking. It is a vast and wild section, full of fish and game and well worth visiting.
One could spend a summer there and not see it all. Space forbids more. There is, of course, a
tremendous amount of Maine which I have not seen. It, no doubt, equals, in many respects, that
of which I have written.
As I have said, there has been little effort to capitalize and make known these attractions. Some
day that will come. Possibly all this may help it on the way. This has been my primary object in
writing. That and the strong loyalty which all "State of Mainers", seem to have for their state, no
matter where they may be.
Some day the people, who love and revere nature’s handiwork, will come in increasing numbers
to view its beauties. They will leave in return much that will benefit us. The Appalachian Trail is
the initial wedge to open the way. It deserves the support and favor of all citizens. The time has
come to form local out-door organizations in the state to support its development. Also, to see
"what lies hidden behind the mountains".
Very sincerely yours,
Walter D. Greene,
Sebec Lake,
Williamantic Township,
Piscataquis County,
Maine
May 17, 1935. Myron Avery to Maine Highway Commission
Gentlemen:
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Will you kindly forward to me six copies of the 1935 road map of Maine? If this has not yet
been prepared, will you kindly have it forwarded when it is available?
Some time previously, I sent to the Highway Commission a map showing the route of the
Appalachian Trail, for the purpose of having it plotted on the map. If, by oversight, this has not
been done and the map has not been completed, I trust you will find it possible to do so.
cc: Mr. Bonney
May 17, 1935. Myron Avery to Mr. Frederick Bonney, Farmington, Maine
Dear Mr. Bonney:
I am enclosing copy of a letter which I have written to the Highway Commission about the
Maine map. You will recall our previous correspondence about the signs. I hope that the order
has been placed and that they will be available shortly. Please let me know.
May 20, 1935. William Fowler, AMC, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of May 16th and believe it would be a good idea to make reference to your
guide book and maps in the notice of the trip to the Sugar Loaf region, as it seems to me that
people visiting it would be interested in going over this material in advance.
It is possible that Mr. Gower has already said something about this material in the notice which
he sent in for the June-July Bulletin, which has already gone to press, but I am writing him today
suggesting that some reference be included in the next notice if he has not done so before. Miss
Meserve informs me that she also has a notice about the material in question in some other part
of the Bulletin.
Your organization is to be congratulated on the fine work they are doing on the trail from Maine
to Georgia, and it is my feeling that the A.M.C. should assist them in every way possible.
{Copy Gower, Greene}
May 20, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I have your letter of the 27th inst, with enclosures. When I was at Flagstaff last week I told Mr.
Savage, Superintendent there to furnish Mr. Taylor with necessary men to help him get his trail
through the uncompleted section.
Meanwhile we hope to have other men started on the Stratton Kingfield road and work both
ways, even before we get our equipment for a tent camp.
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I received word yesterday from Col. Black that the Army would be allowed to let us have 15man parties for the trail work from each of the base camps concerned.
Mr. Savage and I travelled a bit of the trail when I was there at Flagstaff and discussed what to
do, and 1 visited in Blanchard and at Pleasant Pond the first of this week. We have been having
to fight forest fires from some of the camps but are getting rain today and I hope that the trail
work will be going shortly.
{Copy: Taylor, Sawyer, Greene}
May 21, 1935. Myron Avery to A. J. Huston, Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Huston:
We have sold the maps at 50¢ and 35¢ respectively, and the Supplement at 30¢. The original
Guidebook costs 50¢. I appreciate your feeling that the publications should be sold together and
that they are not worth $1.50 for the entire collection. This may be entirely true from the
viewpoint as publications, but we have felt justified in calling upon the users of these
publications to meet a part of the expense in developing the project. I do not know just what was
sent to you. You might let me know how much you would feel justified in paying for the
consignment and if the figure is too low, we would ask you to return them to Miss Kempt,
American Civic Association, Union Trust Building. I am sure that you will appreciate the Trail
Conference’s position in the matter, just as we understand yours.
cc: Miss Kempt
May 21, 1935. F. E. Cousins, City Editor, Press Herald, Portland, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter, and for your offer of the use of cuts used in your magazine. However,
it is doubtful if they would be of use to us. They probably are fine screen for use on glossy paper
and not suitable for newsprint. Also, they probably would not be the right column measure.
As stated in my first letter, we pay fifty cents each for all photographs used in this column, and
would like very much to have you submit glossy prints.
May 21, 1935. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Herewith I am enclosing copy of an Act passed by the last Legislature, concerning a State Park
Commission, from which you will note, however, that Katahdin Park is excepted.
Mr. Stackpole, of the Water Storage, reports to me that the last Legislature passed over the
appropriation for the mapping of the State by the Geological Survey, as done previously.
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In the vicinity of Houlton three quadrangles, Bridgewater, Burleigh, and Houlton were finished
under P.W.A. The expectation is that when the present 4 billion dollars is available next July,
more P.W.A. work will be done.
An inquiry at the Fish & Game Department informs me that Mr. Dudley will be at Chimney
Pond in full charge, but I cannot find out anything about Mr. Crawford at Basins Ponds Camp.
Possibly Harrie B. Coe, of the Great Northern Paper Company could supply this information.
I received the copies of the two maps, for which I thank you. I would certainly be glad to see the
others when they come through.
So far we have had a very favorable fire year here in Maine.
May 21, 1935. Herbert Swett to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Replying to your letter of May 15, I have taken up the matter of the appropriation of $250.00 to
the Appalachian Trail Conference at the last two meetings of the Maine Development
Commission. It seemed to be the sentiment of the Commission that they would continue to help
in the maintenance of the Appalachian Trail, but would make no cash appropriation for the same.
As I understand it, both Mr. Stobie of the Fish and Game Department and Mr. Violette of the
Forestry department have assisted in the building of the Trail and that you can get help from
these departments in the future.
I will say to you confidentially that in such a matter, Mr. Stobie’s voice would practically settle it
and this is his decision. I think Mr. Stobie has a feeling that his department has done a large part
of this work and received but little credit for it and I therefore say to you that if you maintain a
friendly relation and give his department credit for such help as you may have from them, it will
be the best solution for this situation.
{Copy Greene}
May 21, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert T. Moore
Dear Mr. Moore:
I have your letter of May 14th. I am genuinely disturbed to know of the condition of which Mr.
Guernsey writes. I know that Mr. Greene will share my regret at these occurrences. As you know,
I am a resident of the State and I think that I can appreciate the situation. I am sure that you will
agree with me that the trouble comes from the local people who drive to the region, attracted by
the mountain and the story of the Fox Farm, rather than people who are lured there by the
Appalachian Trail. I am sure that no difficulty has been caused by genuine users of the Trail and
that this situation would be the same as if the Trail had never been marked. Except for the signs
and the very few blue blazes, there is nothing to change the situation from what it was two years
ago. However, this does not correct the nuisances complained of. I fully appreciate your point of
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view and the necessity for suspending permission to use the Trail. Under the circumstances, I
presume that all that is required would be to remove the signs at the junction of the automobile
road and to restore the "No Trespassing" sign. It would seem to me that with the connection gone,
there would be no necessity of removing paint blazes on the mountain itself.
In view of the possibility of your restoring this permission, I wonder if it would not be possible
to have the signs removed carefully and preserved, as it was considerable trouble to make them.
Perhaps you can instruct Mr. Guernsey on this score. As Mr. Greene has no available
transportation, it would be difficult for him to do this in person.
I am enclosing a Supplement and some maps of the region, which have just been issued. As the
Supplement has appeared, it seems to me that there is no definite statement which we could
make now until another publication on the Trail is issued. By that time, we will hope that the
situation may have adjusted itself. If you believe that there is any other action which the
Conference should take in this connection, please advise me.
I assure you that we greatly appreciate the courtesy which you have extended to the real users of
the Trail and that we fully understand your position.
I was in lower California twice last year and regret that I did not know you resided at Pasadena.
cc: Greene
May 23, 1935. Myron Avery to R. H. Crawford, Togue Pond Camps
Dear Mr. Crawford:
In your last letter to me, you said that you do not expect to lease Basin Pond Camps this year. I
wonder if you would tell me what arrangements will be made in connection with these camps.
As the plans for our trip develop, I will be in touch with you in connection with the
transportation which we will require from the Depot Ponds to Millinocket, on which you have
already quoted me a rate.
May 23, 1935. Myron Avery to F. E. Cousins, Press Herald
Dear Sir:
I have your letter of May 21st and am mailing to you, under separate cover, the photographs. I
understand that you will return these to me after you have finished with them.
May 24, 1935. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Yours of May 9th received but I have not as yet received the map of the trails on Mt. Bigelow. I
am sending you the Stratton Quadrangle on which I have drawn in ink the blue blazed trail from
Horns Pond to Stratton. The Cave is about 100 feet off the main trail. I painted (Cave) on a tree
and a side trail leads to it. Arnold's Well is about 20 feet off the trail and a sign and arrow points
to that.
I was up there yesterday as far as the Cave. That was as far as I could get on account of snow.
There is four feet of snow in many places on the north side of the Mt. There is not much more I
can do until this gets melted down. I used two quarts of paint from Stratton to the Cave. I have
two quarts more but that will not be enough to finish this trail out. I think I could use another
gallon of blue. I want to put a side trail to Long Falls too.
The Arnold Trail Inn has changed hands this winter. Mr. E. H. Grose of Stratton is the new prop.
and will run a very fine place I am sure. He used to run this place years ago. We also have a new
Chief Forrester at Flagstaff C. C. C. Camp. Mr. Ray Savage of Stratton. He is a native of Dead
River and a mighty fine fellow. He told me that the C.C.C. plans to start at Kennebec River and
work west on the trail to Sugarloaf and maybe to Abram or where ever they meet up with the
Rangeley C. C. C. crew. I would suggest that they start where they left off last year and finish
Sugarloaf. Go as far as practical for this camp and then turn around and work toward Kennebec.
I took the examination for Customs Inspector April 6th at Lewiston and have not as yet heard a
word whether I passed or not. Do you think I should write in and see what may be the trouble?
I took the same exam July 11, 1931 and got my returns back within a month. I passed that time
but they stopped hiring about that time so I did not get a job.
Would it be too much trouble to get me another map of the Kennebago Quadrangle. I gave mine
that you sent me to a sportsman who has a private camp in that territory.
Someone is stealing the Appalachian Trail markers that I put up last year. Probably for souvenirs.
I have plenty more and will put them up as fast as I get to it. I still have I think six quarts of
white paint. Some of which is on top of Sugarloaf.
Well I guess that is all I can think of that will interest you for this time. I hope to finish Bigelow
side trail in about 10 days. Weather permitting. I hope you will come to Maine this summer and
have a chance to see Bigelow, Sugarloaf, Abram and Saddleback on a good clear day.
{Copy Sewall, Greene}
May 25, 1935. Myron Avery to Herbert Swett
Dear Mr. Swett:
Thank you very much for your letter of May 21st. Naturally, we are decidedly disappointed with
the present situation but we wish to express to you our appreciation for your efforts on behalf of
the Trail project. We are also glad to have your suggestions as to future lines of approach. It
seems hardly proper that we should burden you with our observations since you have given all
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possible assistance, but we do not feel like permitting the matter to drop especially as it seems
that there has been a misconception as to the status of the entire project. To adequately explain
this, I am obliged to write rather confidentially as to my conception of Mr. Stobie’s attitude.
It has, in short, been difficult for us to understand. We had supposed that projects of this sort
would appeal to him as an official of the state, and receive his support. However, he has
studiously refrained from giving the project any endorsement or, in any way coming out in favor
of it. It seemed to us that he was always straddling and avoiding committing himself. It may have
been political expediency but we could not see the necessity for this or the dynamite in the
situation. This attitude was a contrast to that of the Forestry officials, particularly Mr. Violette
and Mr. Stubbs, who have given us real support and assistance. With the manifestation of such
an attitude, we dealt with Mr. Stobie as little as possible in order to avoid the necessity of forcing
him to a decision. Happily the occasions were few. Mr. Greene attempted to discuss the matter
with him at the last Sportsman’s Show but, frankly, he was very much disappointed at Mr.
Stobie’s evasiveness and unwillingness to go into the matter.
It seems to me now - from your letter, that his attitude bears the indication of some resentment at
not having been given what he believes due credit. Perhaps he feels some jealousy for our praise
of the Forestry Department. That he has been slighted is, in no way, the situation. I have been at
great pains to see that proper credit was given all who assisted us. This is particularly true of the
Forest Service. We have had so little assistance originating with Mr. Stobie that it is not worth
speaking of. Two years ago, he permitted one of his wardens to accompany Mr. Greene for 2 or
3 days. This was in response to a letter from me. This was all. In the western part of the state,
Game Warden Helon N. Taylor, on his own responsibility, growing out of contact with A.M.C.
hikers, did considerable work on Mt. Bigelow. Taylor received due credit. (See my articles in “In
the Maine Woods" (1935) and in the Farmers. Almanac.) Mt. Stobie had no connection with
Taylor's work. I doubt if he knew of it until the Conference wrote Stobie praising Taylor's work.
So, under the circumstances, in all honesty, there is nothing for which we could give him credit,
even were we disposed to indulge in great exaggeration. This, however, is all beside the point,
for I realize that there are many personal factors and equations which often block these projects.
I am afraid that we are up against this very situation here and our inability to meet with the
Commission and demonstrate the true situation is a tremendous handicap. If we have neglected
to give Mr. Stobie full credit, I would be the first to correct it. If it would help the project, we
would call it the Stobie Trail. Mr. Greene and I have no axe to grind. Greene is an actor. I am an
admiralty lawyer. If our names are tied in with the project, it is only that it is necessary that
people know of our connection in order that we may be of maximum usefulness. That is all —
there is no glory, only grief for us. But to come to the specific problem. Your letter is to the
effect that the Commission will help the project but will make no cash outlay. This puzzles me. 1
am at a loss to see how the Commission can help in the maintenance of the Trail without making
a cash appropriation for its care. Anything else seems to me an impossible conception. All that is
necessary is to examine the country between Blanchard and Katahdin, a distance of 120 miles.
Except for the Fire Warden at Whitecap there is not a single warden in that entire region. It
becomes a plain question of fact. There is no help available except the outside maintenance and
we wished the money for this purpose and to further our publicity program. Our Guidebook to
the Trail in Maine is exhausted. We also wanted to issue a booklet on the Trail similar to the
second edition of the publication on Katahdin. Would the Commission regard either project as
within its offered assistance?
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I appreciate that you should not be the recipient of any remonstrances in this connection for you
have done all possible. However, we would like to know in what tangible way the Development
Commission would help. We can shape our program to that end. We appreciate your suggestion
that we should win over Mr. Stobie, but I must confess that I am very much at a loss as to how to
do it and it seems as if the Commission did not have before it the true picture of the extensive
mileage, where neither the Forest Service nor the Game Wardens - with the best of intentions-can help us. This trail cannot be maintained by fire or game wardens, even under the most
efficient management. It is the simple fact that it is out of their territory. For the 55 miles
between Blanchard and Bigelow, the fire wardens can and have helped materially. But they have
to be constantly stirred up and are not always available. Paint and markers are expensive. We
spent $30.00 on the board signs (150) which were made this winter, for the Trail in Maine. With
respect to the Forestry Department, as 1 have said before we have had every possible assistance.
If we have been at fault in some specific way in dealing with Mr. Stobie and if you could discuss
the matter with him and find out the source of the difficulty, we could, perhaps, correct it. We
believe that the project is of so much value to the state that I have ventured to ask to suggest a
further discussion with Mr. Stobie, with the background of this letter. As you are the President of
the Commission and favorably disposed toward the project, I feel sure that you will want to
continue to work with us in an effort to find some solution to the problem of keeping this as an
asset of the state. Frankly, if either Mr. Greene or I were to drop out or stop working now, I fear
the project would be dead. I [It?] must become a state enterprise.
Mr. Greene leaves for Maine soon. Is there any possibility of his being able to talk with you
except at Skowhegan, in order to give you a better picture of the entire situation?
cc: Mr. Greene
May 27, 1935. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor.
Dear Helon:
I have your letter of May 24th and I am very glad to hear in detail what has happened in your
region. By now you will have received the rough tracing of the Bigelow map. I am sending to
you 4 quarts of paint, together with the Kennebago map, as well as the Stratton, which you
forwarded to me. I sent you recently, final copies of some other maps in that section, which I
suppose you received.
I think we will get a lot of assistance from the C.C.C. and I am glad to know that the new
Forester, Mr. Savage, is a fellow townsman of yours, for your knowledge of the proposed route
should be of a good deal of help to him. I am writing to Mr. Sewall to urge him most strongly to
follow your suggestions and continue from Sugarloaf west, and do the Kennebec work last. I
hope he will do so because it is much more effective.
I do not think you need to be alarmed at not having had any report on the examination of
Customs Inspector. I would be glad to make any inquiry possible down here but it seems to me
that you will probably hear as soon as I could find out anything here. If, however, you think that

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

104

I could get any information, let me know when and where the examination was taken and the
exact position, and I will see what can be done.
It is inevitable that people should take the trail markers as souvenirs. It simply means that we
have to keep replacing them. Sometimes I think it would be a good idea to put a supply at some
place that is frequented on the Trail and tell the people to help themselves and not have to go to
the trouble of pulling them off of the trees.
Keep me informed of what happens up in your section.
May 27, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
1 am enclosing copy of a letter from Game Warden Taylor, who, as you will recall, did so much
trail work on the Bigelow Range and on Sugarloaf and had planned to extend the trail to
Abraham where he had done some extensive scouting. This letter contains information which I
thought would be of assistance to you. Mr. Taylor’s contacts with Mr. Savage should help the
project.
I should like to ask you to consider most seriously the wisdom of Mr. Taylor’s suggestion that
the Flagstaff Camp continue Mr. Taylor’s work west of Sugarloaf over the uncompleted section,
and then devote any remaining time to the trail between Bigelow and the Kennebec River. As I
wrote you, our relocation seems very satisfactory and, as it was done last fall, it is in excellent
shape, and it would seem to me desirable to devote our major efforts to the uncompleted link.
I shall be in New York next week and will see Mr. Greene before he leaves for Maine shortly
after. I shall urge him to try and make arrangements to see you at Old Town as speedily as
possible.
I assume that there is nothing that you require of me in the meantime and that your plans are
maturing.
We hope that the bridge over the West Branch will materialize.
cc: Greene
May 27, 1935. Myron Avery to J. W. Hunt
Dear Mr. Hunt:
Will you kindly send off, during the next week, to Helon N. Taylor, Eustis, Maine, 4 quarts of
the A.T. blue paint? The bill should be made out to the Appalachian Trail Conference.
May 27, 1935. Lucius Barrows, Chief Engineer, Maine State Highway Commission, to
Myron Avery
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Dear Sir:
In accordance with your request of March 17 we are pleased to send you six copies of our 1935
Road Map.
We did not have new maps this year, simply made a few minor changes in the 1934-35 map.
Your letter of June 21, 1934 is being kept in our file for consideration when a new map is
published.
May 28, 1935. Herbert Swett to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of May 25th. The writer is the President of the Maine Publicity Bureau and a
member of the Maine Development Commission. The Governor is chairman of the Maine
Development Commission and at our last meeting we set up an executive board with Harold
Schnurle as chairman. His address is Cape Cottage, Maine.
After carefully considering your letters I think it is best for me to send our correspondence to Mr.
Schnurle as chairman of the executive board for his consideration.
You ask me in your letter if I will be able to have a talk with Mr. Greene when he comes to
Maine. I would be very glad to talk with him at any time, but it will probably be more convenient
for him to see Mr. Schnurle and I think it is the proper approach.
{2 copies Greene}
May 28, 1935. Robert Moore to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:Your courteous letter of May 21st is greatly appreciated. Frankly I am very doubtful myself if
the legitimate users of the Appalachian Trail are the ones who have caused the trouble. The fact
however is, that Mr. Guernsey believes the Trail users to be responsible.
It will not be necessary to remove the paint blazes. Furthermore I will request Mr. Guernsey to
remove the signs very carefully and to store them in my buildings so they will be available at a
later date, if that becomes a possibility.
Regretting very much that you did not visit me when you were here, because of your ignorance
of my presence here, I am very cordially yours,
{Walter Greene note: Think we could have gotten to Guernsey without asking Moore. I have a
line on him from the Arnolds in Dover.}
May 29, 1935. Robert Moore to Myron Avery
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Dear Mr. Avery:Many thanks for the maps and the Supplement to Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine,
which arrived this morning.
I am a little bit chagrined to find that in the map of the “Bodfish Siding to Moxie Pond”, the
name of Borestone Mountain is spelled “Boarstone”. It seemed to me that the result of the
investigations that were made, proved that there is certainly no more basis for this spelling than
there is for the one now commonly accepted in the Borestone area. Frankly I am a little hurt that
no regard was paid to the owner’s wishes in the matter. It seemed to me that in view of the fact
that there was no proof adduced, that one spelling had any priority over the other, that the
owner’s wishes should have been considered.
May 29, 1935. Dorothy C. Thompson, New Haven, CT to Myron Avery
Dear Myron Avery:
A letter from Ronald Gower yesterday said you were anxious to have the use of these negatives
for prints and slides for the A. T. Conference collection. I’m glad I have some you can use!
I hope you don’t object to the familiarity of my calling you by your first name. Really, I feel as
tho I know you, after hearing so much about you, last summer on our trip—and of course I’ve
followed closely all your trail work in Maine. I believe Evelyn Avery, who was in my class in
college is your sister, isn’t she?
After our trip last September—in fact after the first day of it, even—there were 18 people, at
least, who were tremendously grateful to you for all your efforts in getting that trail thru. Every
one of us enjoyed it, thoroughly—even the one wet, rainy day. Even the things that we feared
we wouldn’t like turned out better than we had expected!
I’m very much disappointed that my vacation this year comes in July so that I can’t go on over
the next stretch of trail, under Ronald’s leadership. Perhaps it will be repeated some time—or I
can go with some other group. It will be interesting as time goes on to see how much of the trail I
can manage to do. I’ve done quite a stretch of it in Connecticut and a bit in New Hampshire, but
mostly the first section, in Maine.
If you see Kate Lenoir, tell her we, here in New Haven often think of her, and we’re still hoping
for a reunion sometime in Washington.
May 31, 1935. Joseph MacDonald, White House Camps, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thought I’d write you for a little information, that is if you can possibly give me any on this
particular subject. Knowing you to be interested in planning trips, I figured you would know of
some good medium for advertising the place here to vacationists. I do some adv. in the Field and
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Stream also the National Sportsman for fishermen and hunters but would like to get in touch with
parties who are out not so much for the fishing as they would be for a place where there are
many good side trips to different lakes also good roads and trails to travel on etc. There are a lot
of people who are not interested in fishing but like to get into the woods, take their lunch and go
to different places each day and I’d like to get a line on them for July and August which are quiet
fishing months. Should you be able to tell me of a way to get in touch with that class of people
I’d appreciate it. Received your maps OK. Thanks a lot. Shall be looking for you in August as
per schedule. Trusting I am not imposing on you in asking for suggestions as to how I may reach
vacationists.
June 1, 1935. F. E. Cousins, Portland Press Herald, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Eighteen of the forty-three photographs submitted by you were suitable for our purposes, or had
not been used before. We are enclosing check for nine dollars ($9.00). The forty-three
photographs will be returned together as soon as cuts have been made.
Thank you for your kindness in submitting these to us.
June 3, 1935. Myron Avery to Dorothy C. Thompson
Dear Miss Thompson:
Thank you very much for your friendly letter of May 29th. We have made prints for the
Conference use and I am returning your four negatives. You will be interested to learn that our
local Trail Club has scheduled, for late August, the reverse Appalachian Mountain Club trip. We
anticipate a very pleasant time. I am sorry that you are unable to continue with Gower's party this
year, but the route will be there and it is a trip which you could readily make with a few
companions.
You are right in thinking that Evelyn Avery, who was at Simmons, is my sister. In fact, she is
planning to make the Maine trip with us.
1 shall show your letter to Mr. Greene for it is the thoughtfulness expressed in this way which
makes this work seem very much worthwhile. We are glad to have you as one of the boosters of
the Maine Trail.
June 3, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert Moore
Dear Mr. Moore:
1 have your latter of May 29th. There has been no change in the use of the word "Boarstone".
You will recall the extensive note on the name which was inserted in the original Guidebook and
which you checked over and wrote me as satisfactory, prior to its being printed. The two maps in
the Guidebook conform to this usage. Naturally, the supplementary map follows suit. There
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should not be any conflict, of course, between the nomenclature of the Guidebook and that of the
maps. If you will check back and examine the Guidebook, I feel sure that you will agree with me
that, with respect to the present maps, we had no choice but to use the term "Boarstone". I think
it would not be the best procedure to put the varying names on the map, but to trust to the
Guidebook to cover the matter. I had understood that you were entirely satisfied with the
Guidebook situation and that is why 1 was a little surprised to find that you felt that we had not
consulted your wishes. The signs, you will recall, followed the spelling you preferred because
they were placed on your land.
I trust that, with this explanation, you will fully understand the situation.
June 6, 1935. Sumner T. Pomeroy. Case. Pomeroy & Company, 120 Wall Street, N.Y. to
Walter Greene
Dear Mr. Greene:
I had just gone away on another trip when your letter of May 7th came in. Since my return I
have enjoyed reading the two booklets you sent me and have been hoping to see a place where I
could urge properly a contribution to the Appalachian Trail matter.
I have been hoping to get to Maine for a week-end and thought that I might see some of the
people involved but so far that hasn’t worked out.
Assuring you of my continued interest, I remain…
{Marginal note by Greene: “Rough draft of letter I wrote yesterday enclosed. The final was
polished off and of course better! Hope he may help personally.}
Undated, hand-written 1935 Letter from Walter Greene to “Mr. P.” [This is probably the
“rough draft” to which Greene refers in his hand-written comments on the 6 June letter from
Pomeroy.]
Meeting you the night of the jumboe was really worthwhile, irrespective of my desire to call to
your attention what follows here. I have a sincere hope we may know each other better. I am
sending you copies of two letters sent to Mr. H. L. Swett, Pres. Me. Dev. Commission also a
booklet on the Appalachian Trail as a whole. These letters are self-explanatory, it is unnecessary
to elaborate on their subject matter. The booklet gives a clear idea as to how great a project the
trail is. However, I’ve marked the portion pertaining to Me. which I think will interest you. I
have a strong loyalty and affection for the old state. It has given me much comfort and
happiness thru the years. I’m a poor hand at making a personal request, but I have no hesitation
when I believe it will benefit the state. Somehow I feel confident this is your own attitude. I
have had few contacts with politics or politicians, but I am inclined to think that their first
reaction to any proposition is as to how it will affect them personally—before they otherwise
consider it. The enclosed letters show what the trail means to and what bearing it may have on
the future recreational development of the state. It has grown too large for any one pair of hands.
If this small sum we ask for were granted we could hire some labor, pay the auto transportation
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often so necessary to get into the field, build a log bridge where needed, issue an illustrated
booklet, and perhaps some publicity, etc.
It is a miracle it exists—considering the financial shoestring on which it was done, and the few
hands to perform the actual labor. Mr. Swett is strongly for it. His reply to me of last Tuesday
[The only letter from Swett to Greene in these files was written on 20 Feb., 1935, a Wednesday,
but the text of that letter fits Greene’s description here.] tells me something of the handicap
under which he labors and the difficulty of obtaining sufficient appropriations to secure results.
Also that he will put our plea before the Dev. Comm. at their next meeting. There is no certainty
however as to how they will react and as what will happen. Frankly I have a hunch we won’t get
far without a friend at court. That we will run into the old “Maine inertia”. I feel that if you
viewed this kindly, and were interested, a man of your position, standing, and contacts, might do
a great deal to help this thru, speaking for it in the right place, even perhaps to the Governor
himself if that were possible. I hope I’m not presumptuous, it’s for a worthy cause. The
financial gain to the state last year at large bears that out, and the sum needed is indeed small.
I know you will understand that Mr. Avery and myself have no thot for ourselves personally in
this. The App. Conference have voted us $50.00 toward next summer. Ten of that goes for very
needed clearing at Rainbow Lake. This leaves only 40.00 to devote to the rest of the trail, a very
insufficient sum. This year it is necessary to bring it to a first class condition. I have planned a
great amount of work for next summer. Without the State’s help, it will be difficult if not
impossible to put it thru. In the past I have had to dig a bit into my own pocket, not so easy these
days. I know you will be tolerant with this urge of mine to do everything possible to make the
future of the trail secure. You I know are a busy man. You might not be inclined to bother, it
may not interest you, may not be within your ken, if any of this is so, please don’t hesitate to tell
me. I would not for the world presume. If however I could ever take you over some of it. If you
could see its grandeur, stand on some of its heights, I feel you would want to see it perpetuated.
This is why I have written you. At any rate I hope sincerely we may meet again. There are sure
many interesting experiences I could tell you.
Sincerely,
Walter D. Greene
June 6, 1935. George Houghton to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of May 17th was duly received, and as the cuts used in our 1935 book ”In the Maine
Woods” have just been received from the printer, we are pleased to forward to Miss Vivian Robb,
1770 Kilbourne Place, N.W., Washington, D.C. those that were used in connection with your
article.
We regret the oversight in not forwarding to Miss Robb all of your cuts used in the 1933 book,
but are including those with the lot we are forwarding to her today by express, charges prepaid.
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The cut shown on page 20 of our 1935 book is being sent to Miss Mary Josephine Kempt,
Bulletin Editor, Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, Washington, by parcel post.
The cut entitled “On the Appalachian Trail up Katahdin Which Follows the Route of the Old
Hunt Trail” shown on page 18 of our 1934 ”In the Maine Woods” has not yet been returned from
the Maine Publicity Bureau. We have requested them to return it as soon as it has served its
purpose and we should receive it in the near future.
If there is anything further required, please let us know.
June 6, 1935. Ronald Gower to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Thank you for the Skyland program. Charlie Warner and I expect to be on hand. I believe he has
made reservations already.
Referring to your letter of Jan.15 regarding pictures, Miss Thompson of New Haven, has already
sent you the four for which she is responsible. Mr. Irving Parker Gammon Jr. of Brookline will
or has, sent you the negative for the lower end of Long Pond near Dore's. The two of Gulf Hagas
were procured from post-cards obtained at York's, no publisher's name thereon. The one of
Screw Augur Falls also from card at York's printed by F. E. Clement of Milo. The Head of
Nahmakanta Lake in front of McDougall's and view of from Main Cabin were taken from cards
at McDougall's, no publisher's name thereon. Likewise the view of the camps at the same place. I
believe that takes care of the whole bunch. Sorry for the delay.
The chairman of the General Outings, Mr. Sherman, not Mr. Fowler (who is chairman of the
entire Excursions Board) apparently changed his mind, for he let my notice go through almost
wholly as I had originally written it, including the reference to the AT Guides and maps. The
June-July issue had already gone to press at the time you wrote Fowler, who knew nothing at all
about the matter and who must have been considerably astonished. However, it brought out one
thing, and that is that he is friendly toward the AT; (and he is being groomed for the presidency.)
He is a fine all-around man, exceedingly able and even tempered and broad minded.
I have written Simpson of Monson about bus rates. He has an enclosed truck, a small van with
seats along the sides which will hold 20 people comfortably with plenty of room still left for
packs. He took care of us last year, and is very obliging. He also runs the local telephone
exchange and lives in a rather large house on the right (NE) of the road going toward Greenville,
next to the church. He has not as yet answered my letter. (C. C. Simpson)
The trip is coming along O.K. Rather early to tell yet how it will draw. Have written Drew to see
if he will take care of us, also Wilkins. The latter will take us on. Arnold Inn has changed hands.
Am considering staying at Record's at Carrabassett Flats. Stubbs and Taylor are helping me
considerably. In order to do Taylor's side trail from the Homs to Stratton, we will do from Moxie
to Pierce Pond in one jump, cutting out Caratunk. Of course the weather may fool us and enforce
a lay-over at Caratunk.
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Expect Walter will spend tonight with us in Newton. If your ears burn you will know what's the
matter. Am looking forward to seeing him again, he's a great guy!
Hoping to see you in a few days now.
June 10, 1935. W. H. Sawyer, Jr. to James W. Sewall
My dear Mr. Sewall:
As you know, the Bates College Outing Club has been interested in the section of the
Appalachian Trail south of the Rangeley Lakes, and has made a considerable expenditure of time
and of its own funds in scouting possible routes through this section; data regarding this work is
in your hands. We shall be glad to help further, to the extent of scouting the rest of the route as
far as its junction with the Appalachian Trail on Old Speck, and, perhaps, maintaining a section
of the Appalachian Trail after its completion, if our services are desired. However, we have had
no communication for several months regarding specific plans or progress; in view of what we
have already done, we feel that we are entitled to information regarding our future relation to the
project. I am writing to you because it is my understanding that you now have charge of this
section of the Trail. [This is a curious letter, as Avery copied Sawyer on just about every letter in
which he might have an interest and wrote directly to Sawyer several times as well.]
C: Myron Avery
{Marginal note by Walter Greene: “Seems entitled wasn’t a good word.”}
June 13, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of the 4th inst. and talked with Mr. Green last night over the telephone. I
suggested that he begin his work at the Greenville camp and he is to telephone the
Superintendent there who will furnish transportation to take him to the camp. After he is done at
Greenville, or done for the time being, I suggested that he proceed to Flagstaff. The
Superintendents will arrange transportation. After that he can go to Rangeley; later he can go to
Millinocket. Millinocket is a hard camp to start work at and I figured this would be the best route.
I have arranged with Mr. J. C. Dort, Regional Engineer, U.S.F.S. who has offered to design the
West Branch foot bridge for us. I will therefore try as soon as possible to get a profile of the
West Branch crossing to send him.
Our camp allotment of money has been cut heavily; as near as we can tell about 30%. This
means that we are going to be short of funds even for running the usual camp activities, and
whether or not we will have the money to purchase this bridge is a question. I learned from one
of the Superintendents in Connecticut that the Navy has wire cable which they can wholesale to
any other Government Agency and we are trying to get their prices. The principal expense will
be of course in the cable.
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Is there any possibility of your being able to get a contribution from the Appalachian Mountain
Club toward that bridge? Let me know.
{Copy Greene, Sawyer, Taylor}
June 14, 1935. Myron Avery to William H. Sawyer, Jr.
Dear Mr. Sawyer:
I have received a copy of your letter of June 10th to Mr. Sewall. It may seem that we have been a
bit delinquent in keeping you fully informed but it has been due to a press of office work and
trail matters, and the fact that there was no particular development at the moment to report. Mr.
Sewall is, as you know, very much occupied with duties growing out of an increased number of
C. C. Camps in Maine. It also takes a little time to make the arrangements for the Trail work. He
has been able to induce the army to authorize "spike" camps for doing the work.
Greene left New York last week and was to see Mr. Sewall at the first opportunity, with the
thought of making some arrangements whereby Greene could be of assistance in instructing the
C.C.C. workers in the methods we have used in marking, etc. In the western part of the State, Mr.
Sewall has instructed the Forester at Flagstaff, I believe, to cooperate with Warden Taylor and
continue his route west from Sugarloaf. This about represents the developments to date, but I am
sure that, very shortly, we will have crews working in each direction. I have suggested to Mr.
Sewall that we concentrate on building the uncompleted links, making only a few relocations
which I have specifically named.
It would be of tremendous assistance if you could find it possible to go over the matter in person
with Mr. Sewall and give him the benefit of your exploring trip. Perhaps you will find it possible
to be in Old Town for this purpose.
You suggested, at one time, completing the scouting over Baldpate. Perhaps this is what you
have in mind at the present time.
We are organizing the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to assume supervision of the Trail in
Maine. It is a great honor to be a member. There are no dues and the only requirement is to have
rendered distinguished service to the Trail in Maine. It goes without saying that you are one of
the charter members and you will receive further information in due course.
I do hope that you will make a particular effort to see Mr. Sewall, and you may depend upon our
keeping you fully advised of developments. It takes some time, as you will appreciate, to get the
C.C.C. program underway.
cc: Sewall
June 19, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert Moore
Dear Mr. Moore:
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I have your letter of June 14th. I am wondering if we are not writing at cross purposes. What I
meant to say is what I am sure you will recall, and that is, that I sent to you, in advance of
publication, the footnote relating to the words “Borestone” and “Boarstone”, which appear in
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE and that this statement of the problem
entirely met with your approval. This is, of course, quite different from saying that you
approved of the form “Boarstone”. I recall specifically that a copy of the Guidebook was sent to
you and I trust that you can locate it at this time in case you wish to refresh your recollection. I
hope that this will make the matter clear, for our correspondence of two years ago is stored away
and it will involve some difficulty in locating it. Therefore, what I meant to imply was that we
have merely been consistent with our previous usage.
June 20, 1935. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Yours of June 15th received. Yes I received the paint O.K. One gallon of blue. It has rained
nearly every day for the last two weeks so I have not as yet finished the side trail on Bigelow but
I will the first fair day. Mr. Savage told me I could have all the C.C.C. boys I wanted to help me.
The C.C.C. boys are working on the trail now. Started at Bigelow Village and are working
towards the fire tower. They are doing a very fine job of it this year. Clearing the brush for about
10 feet wide. I do not know how far they have gone but beyond Stratton Brook Pond. Will find
out soon.
I got a letter from Mr. Gower and he is planning a trip in Sept. with from 12 to 20 men. By the
way, the Arnold Trail Inn has changed hands again. Mr. H. L. Tague, Stratton, is the new Prop. I
am sure he will run a very fine place and will do all he can to accommodate.
June 24, 1935. Robert Moore to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:It was not necessary for you to make the explanation, contained in your letter of June 19th,
because I fully understood. I trust that when any further publications are printed, or when the
Guide to the Appalachian Trail is reprinted, you will see to it that the preferred spelling
“Borestone” is used.
With best wishes, I am sincerely yours,
June 27, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
I have had detailed reports from Mr. Greene and everything seems to be proceeding splendidly
since he has made contact with the Greenville crew. They have started on the work. With the
exception of periodical checking up, there would seem little further which he would need to do
in this connection. Mr. Green writes very highly of Camp Superintendent Stacey and Foreman
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MacNeal. It seemed to me highly desirable to have the repainting done as the other trail work
was going on and, pending the determination of whether or not the Camps will be in a position to
purchase the paint. I obtained from another source, and sent to Mr. Greene, two gallons of paint
and some necessary markers.
1 have just two suggestions to intrude with at this time. Since our trip runs toward Katahdin, I
think it would be desirable to have Mr. Greene make contact as soon as possible with the
Millinocket Camp and I assume that you will issue the necessary instructions. The second would
be to have a crew start west from Blanchard to Moxie Lake, as this is one of the worst sections of
the entire trail, and as it will be traveled by the Appalachian Mountain Club party, it is desirable
that this be improved as much as possible. Further paint blazing is also badly needed here.
I can only say now briefly that the Conference was delighted with the progress in Maine, which
was reported to it. It evoked a great deal of enthusiastic comment.
I am enclosing four extra copies of this letter, in the event that you wish to pass then on to Camp
Superintendents.
cc: Greene
June 27, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of the 19th inst. I have not yet been able to see Mr. Greene as I have been in
the eastern part of the state and just gotten back. I am sending today a plan profile of the West
Branch bridge to Mr. Dort the Regional Engineer of the United States Forest Service at
Washington, who has very kindly promised to design a cheap but substantial bridge for us, we to
use all the native material possible. It will probably take a couple of weeks before I get Mr.
Dort’s design back again.
Mr.Reed, who made the survey, says that the old dam at Sourdnahunk could be used but that if
possible he would rather put in a new suspension bridge above the dam as he considers the latter
in process of deterioration. It may be necessary, however, on account of our cash reserve in the
C.C.C. and in the Appalachian Trail Conference, to use the old dam even if we do something of a
more or less temporary nature. Neither you nor I want to do it this way, however.
After I get the design and costs back and see how our funds are I will let you know as to money
help from the Club. As near as I can tell now our allotment of money is being cut very heavily
so that it is a question even as to keeping our heavy machinery going. {Have had to shut down
our power shovels as of July 1 !!} That makes it difficult of course to have any surplus to put
into materials. This is something beyond my control; so much money is given to the state and
that has to be subdivided between the camps.
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I am asking Mr. Edward W. Conners who handles the service of supply to write you direct with
regard to the white paint. I think it has been authorized and ordered but not shown up yet. I think
it has to be bought through some central agency.
{Copy Greene, Sawyer, Warner}
June 27, 1935. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have some good news for you. I was on Mt. Bigelow yesterday and have the blue trail from
Horns Pond to Stratton all painted except for about one mile near Cranberry Peak Pond. Will
finish that this coming week.
There are 12 C.C.C. boys working between the old G. N. lumber camp and Horns Pond. They
started at Bigelow Village and have done excellent work to there. They intend to go to the fire
tower and then to do the blue trail from Horns Pond to Stratton. They do about one half mile a
day. There are also 14 men camping at the old Poulin camps. (The one we went to near Round
Pond) They will work from Dead River to Kennebec. Mr. Savage said he wanted to put a side
trail from Pierce Pond to Middle Carry, West Carry and hit the other trail one mile east of Dead
River P. 0. Where the West Carry road turns off.
Now I suppose this trail should be painted blue. If so Mr. Savage will need about two gallons of
blue paint. He says he had some white. I will have one quart of blue left when I get through on
Bigelow. I gave Herbert Blackwell a quart of white this morning to touch a little between Dead
River P. 0. and the tower.
I talked with Mr. Ray Viles, (forester at the Rangeley C.C.C. Camp) last Monday. He said he has
10 or 12 men working on Saddleback now. They are camped at Eddie Pond.
I have also finished the side trail onto the North Horn. The view from there is excellent. It is
about 1/4 mile off the main trail.
I guess that is all the dope for this time. I feel that we are getting ahead fast this year. I will get at
the Sugarloaf to Abram section soon.
{Copy Greene, Sewall, Sawyer, Taylor}
June 28, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
I have had a letter from Mr. Greene and he tells me that he had a long interview with the
Superintendent of the Greenville Camp and the foreman in charge of the C.C.C. work. Mr.
Greene is very much pleased with their conception of the situation and the way in which the
work is being undertaken. He hopes that he has been of some assistance and will, of course,
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continue to keep in close touch with the work. I believe that he is now awaiting word from you
as to the next Camp with which he should get in touch.
Game Warden Taylor has written me that the C.C.C. in that section has started work on Bigelow
Mountain,
We shall have to consider the problem of painting, which, of course, means the question of
obtaining the paint. 1 am sorry to have to intrude with this inquiry, as 1 know how busy you are,
but as the painting should go along with the trail work, I thought it advisable to ask you if you
could follow up this situation, so that we would know whether or not you were going to be able
to obtain the paint.
Have there been any developments in connection with the cable for the bridge?
The situation in Maine seems very encouraging. The clubs at Baltimore and New York City are
also planning trips over the trail this summer.
cc: Greene
June 28, 1935? [Undated] Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
C. H. Warner, of Fall River, told us that he was so impressed with the work of the Trail
Conference and the contributions which it was contributing that he made a check to the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club for $25, to be expended under my direction. This will be used to publish
the Whitecap map and the map of the entire trail, as the proceeds will come back to the
Conference. He also agreed to underwrite up to $100 any publication on the trail which I might
approve, preferably Maine. This goes a long ways toward solving the problem of re-issuing the
Maine Guidebook.
I am sending you a gallon of paint and will get the axe off to you. Needless to say, I have been
extremely rushed with all of these Conference matters. We have had our troubles, but have come
out, I think, a much stronger organization, with prospects of an harmonious future. The new
Treasurer is Mr. F. E. Schuetz, 60 Church St., New York, a friend of Mr. Torrey's, and a very
well-balanced fellow I believe.
June 28, 1935. Neil L. Violette, Forest Commissioner, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Mr. James Sewall of Old Town, Maine has asked me to write you in connection with the
purchase of paint for use on the Appalachian Trail work.
About the time we were ready to buy this paint direct, we received communication from
Washington stating that all purchases for paint must pass through a central bureau. We,
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therefore, made the usual requisition for such paint that we needed including that for the
Appalachian Trail and forwarded this by way of our Amherst Office to Washington. We expect
that this paint will be shipped to us some time in July.
{Copy Sewall, Greene, Taylor}
June 28, 1935. Myron Avery to Thompson L Guernsey
Dear Mr. Guernsey:
I understand from Mr. Robert T, Moore, the owner of Boarstone Mountain, that he has sent to
you copies of our recent correspondence in connection with the use of the side trail to the
mountain. It is needless for me to say that I very much regret the situation which has arisen. It
happens, however, that the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, of Washington, and the very wellknown Appalachian Mountain Club, of Boston, have both scheduled trips over the Appalachian
Trail, in each direction, commencing at Blanchard. The Appalachian Mountain Club had
particularly planned to climb Boarstone Mountain. The plans of the Trail Club had not been
definitely made. This plan, of course, was made before 1 received the letters from Mr. Moore. I
am wondering if, in view of the particular circumstances, you would find it possible to grant to
these parties the opportunity to visit the mountain. They will be in a small group and you can
assure yourself that these people are of a very high character and that nothing would occur which
would be in any way unsatisfactory to you.
I have just received a letter from Mr. Walter Greene, who is in charge of the trail work In Maine,
in which he mentions the fact that he thought that his friends, the Arnolds, were also
acquaintances of yours. If Mr. Greene is correct in this assumption, it would afford an
opportunity to verify what I have written in connection with those particular parties.
For your convenience in replying, I am enclosing an addressed, stamped envelope.
cc: Gower, Greene
June 28, 1935. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
Some time ago you wrote me that you would be able to forward some of the booklets on
Katahdin for the use of the party taking the trip over the Appalachian Trail in Maine this summer.
If you could forward to me about 2 dozen at this time, it would be of considerable help.
I assume that you duly received the press notice about the organization of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club and I congratulate you upon being a member. Facetiously, I assume that
you appreciate the honor.
We shall have some additional maps to send to you in a little while. The work on the Trail in
Maine is progressing rapidly and we are very much encouraged.
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June 28, 1935. Myron Avery to Dr. George W. Outerbridge, Philadelphia
Dear Doctor Outerbridge:
1 have your letter of June 26th. I should be very glad to write the campowners to let them know
of your intended trip and to have the letter serve as a sort of introduction. However, it seems that
it would be desirable to do this during the first week in August, as the dates may be forgotten if I
do it this early. Therefore, I would suggest that you make a notation to remind me of this again in
August.
The address of the Fire Warden is Joel Taylor, Fire Warden, Moxie Bald Mountain, P.0. The
Forks, Maine.
I will try to find a copy of Professor Sawyer's notes and the map. If you plan to go beyond
Bigelow Village, you will want to make arrangements to obtain the latest information from
Game Warden Helen N. Taylor, Eustis, Maine. He is a splendid fellow and you can, of course,
refer to me in getting in touch with him. I suggest you write him in advance if you are planning
to continue over Sugarloaf, so as to find out the latest trail work.
Martin told me that, as usual, he would check carefully the guidebook description. I called his
attention to the section between the Kennebec and Dead River which I have not seen and where
the data was obtained from a diagram. We will be particularly indebted to you if you will watch
this carefully.
June 28, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert Moore
Dear Mr. Moore:
Your letter of June 24th relieves my apprehension that there was some misunderstanding in the
matter.
The thought has occurred to me that it would be possible to obtain a definite authoritative
decision to settle the matter for all time, by submitting it to the Geographic Board. The region
will soon be covered by a topographic map and the question would arise at that time. I would
suggest that you could assemble all of the material which you have, pro and con, and refer to the
note in the Guidebook and forward the material to the Secretary, Division of Geographic Names,
John J. Cameron, Department of the Interior. It facilitates matters to set out the views on the
various usages and, of course, you are at liberty to urge your own preference as strongly as
possible. This seems to me an opportune solution of the problem, for you may find the
nomenclature becoming fixed through happenings which would not come to your attention.
I have written Mr. Guernsey and hope for a favorable reply.
June 29, 1935. James W. Sewall to Walter Greene
Dear Mr. Greene:
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Mr. Avery thinks that it would be wise for you to contact Millinocket next. This is up to you of
course but in case you want to do that I have written Mr. Frank L. Brown, Superintendent at
Millinocket that you may be there coming from Greenville. I think that you can get Mr. Stacy to
take you over to Millinocket.
I hope to see you some time if I ever get up that way; have been badly interrupted lately.
June 29, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of the 27th inst. and am glad that Mr. Greene reports favorably.
It is perfectly satisfactory for Mr. Greene to contact Millinocket next and I am so writing him
and Mr. Frank L. Brown, Superintendent at Millinocket.
I do not want to disturb, however, the Greenville crew if it can be helped by shifting them over to
Blanchard. I would prefer leaving this in Mr. Stacy’s hands. I am writing him, however, and
making this suggestion.
{Copy Greene}
June, 1935. Press Release, Maine Appalachian Trail Club (1850 Park Road, Washington,
D.C.)
CLUB ORGANIZED TO PROMOTE THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
For the purpose of further promoting the 250-mile Maine section of the Appalachian Trail, the
super-footpath extending some 2,000 miles from Maine to Georgia, an organization has been
recently formed to assume the maintenance of the Trail in Maine. This work had hitherto been
cared for by interested individuals. The new Trail Club will take its place with other similar
organizations along the Atlantic seaboard engaged in maintaining the Trail from Maine to
Georgia and federated in the Appalachian Trail Conference.
This new organization is unique in that it has no membership dues and the only qualification is
that a member have rendered distinguished service to the Trail project in the State of Maine.
Membership in this new organization is considered a very high compliment among members of
the mountaineering groups in the east. Many prominent state officials are honored by being listed
as members in the newest of the Appalachian Trail Club family. Among these members are
former Governor Percival P. Baxter; George J. Stobie, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and
Game; Neil L. Violette, Forest Commissioner; Robert G. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor; James W.
Sewall, Assistant Forester, C.C.C.; Harris B. Coe, Manager, Maine Publicity Bureau, and many
other local game and fire wardens who have assisted in the project.
The President of this group is Walter D. Greene, well-known Broadway actor and summer
resident of Sebec Lake, Maine, who has opened and marked many miles of Appalachian Trail,
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particularly along the crest of the Barren-Chairback Range. The Honorary Vice-Presidents are
Forest Commissioner Neil L. Violette, George J. Stobie, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and
Game, and James W. Sewall, C.C.C. Forester. The Secretary is Dr. J. F. Schairer, well-known
research scientist at the Carnegie Geophysical Laboratory and a devotee of the Maine woods.
The Overseer of Trails will be Myron H. Avery, of Lubec, Maine, who is an admiralty attorney
for the United States Shipping Board Merchant Fleet Corporation as well as a licensed Maine
guide. The Treasurer is Mary Josephine Kempt. The Directors of the organization include Prof.
W. H. Sawyer, of Bates College, Forest Supervisor Robert G. Stubbs, who helped materially in
the construction of the Trail on each side of the Kennebec River, Game Warden Helon N. Taylor,
who opened many miles of the route on Bigelow and Sugarloaf, A. H. Jackman and Shailer S.
Philbrick, who participated in the expedition of 1933 which marked much of the Trail in Maine.
The new Club plans to make an enthusiastic report as to the progress made in Maine at the 1935
Appalachian Trail Conference, a meeting in the Shenandoah National Park of all the Clubs in the
eastern states engaged in promoting the Trail.
Other members of this new organization are—
Arthur C. Comey
Marion Park
Jean Stephenson
Mary Dorsey
Mark Taylor

Elwood Lord
Ralph Sterling
Herbert Blackwell
Harry W. Davis
Lyman Davis
Vivian Robb

Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm
Ronald L. Gower
Charles H. Warner
Herbert Martin
Harold C. Conger

Maps and Guidebooks have been issued to the Trail in Maine and a further westward extension
of the route from Sugarloaf Mountain is expected this summer. Considerable information with
respect to the Trail is contained in the second edition of the booklet "Katahdin”, issued by the
Maine Development Commission and which may be obtained gratis from the Maine Publicity
Bureau.
The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, of Washington, has announced a trip over the Trail in
Maine from Blanchard to Katahdin from August 24 to September 5, stopping at the various
sporting camps en route. At the same time the Appalachian Mountain Club of Boston will
continue its excursion of last year by traveling west over the Trail from Blanchard to Mt.
Bigelow.
M.A.T.C. OFFICERS & MEMBERS
June 1935
President - Walter D. Greene - Broadway Actor, Summers in Sebec, ME
Vice Presidents:
--Neil L. Violette - Forest Commissioner
--George J. Stobie - Commissioner of Inland Fisheries & Game
--James W. Sewall - C.C.C. Forester
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Secretary - Dr. J. F. Schairer - Research scientist at the Carnegie Geophysical Laboratory
Overseer of Trails - Myron H. Avery of Lubec - Admiralty Attorney for the U.S. Shipping Board
Merchant Fleet Corp.
Treasurer - Mary Josephine Kempt
Directors Prof. W.H. Sawyer of Bates
Robert G. Stubbs - Forest supervisor
Helon N. Taylor - Game Warden
A.H. Jackman
Shailer S. Philbrick
MEMBERS:
Arthur C. Comey
Marion Park
Jean Stephenson
Mary Dorsey
Mark Taylor
Elwood Lord
Ralph Sterling
Herbert Blackwell
Harry W. Davis
Lyman Davis
Vivian Robb
Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstrom
Ronald L. Gower
Charles H. Warner
Herbert Martin
Harold C. Conger
Harrie B. Coe
CONSTITUTION
I.
Name
The name of this organization shall be the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
II.
Purpose
The purpose of this organization shall be to promote construction and maintenance in the State of
Maine of a section of the Appalachian Trail extending from Katahdin to the New Hampshire line,
to be supplemented by side trails and a system of camps at proper intervals, so as to render
accessible for tramping the wilderness region of Maine through which the Trail route passes.
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III.
Officers
The officers of this Club shall consist of a President, an indefinite number of Vice-Presidents, a
Secretary, and an Overseer of Trails, and an Executive Committee of three in addition to the
other officers. The President and Secretary shall perform the duties usually pertaining to such
offices. The matter of the location of the Trail, its route and policies in connection therewith,
shall be under the direct supervision of the Overseer of Trails.
IV.
Membership
The sole qualification for membership in the Maine Appalachian Trail Club shall consist of a
contribution or assistance in the work on the Trail in Maine of outstanding character. There shall
be no dues assessed any members. Members shall be selected by vote of a majority of the
officers and directors; three of whom shall constitute a quorum.
V.
Meetings
The meetings may be held at such time and place as may be called by the President and in the
discretion of the President, matters may be submitted to members of the Club for voting by mail.
July 1, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of the 28th ult. with regard to paint. I will speak to Mr. Connors about it today
as I expect to see him in Augusta.
With regard to the bridge cable it looks bad to me. The allocation of money for the camps here
has been cut tremendously. I have had to shut down the power shovels and we are discharging
our teams and it is a question whether we will have enough money to run our heavy machinery,
such as trail builders, etc. I will know more later and will try to keep you posted. Meanwhile it
might be well to see just what you could raise for cable and let me know.
{Copy Greene}
June, 1935. Guidebook Section
SECTION 11
KENNEBEC RIVER (PIERCE POND TOTE-ROAD FERRY) TO MOXIE POND
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South to North
Distance 11.27 Miles
{1/2 size reduction June, 1935, 5” x 6 ¼”}
See last paragraph of preceding section.
For maps of this section see U. S. G. S. The Forks and Bingham Quadrangles.
This section leads from Caratunk on U. S. Route 201 along the Pleasant Pond Road, across
Pleasant Pond Mountain to Landers Siding on the abandoned Maine Central Railroad, then north
1 m. along the railroad to former Troutdale Station, just below Mosquito Narrows on Moxie
Lake. The first 5.2 m. are passable by automobile. Mile markers on this section are .15 m. too
near the northern terminus of the section by reason of a change in the ferrying place across
Moxie Pond; the distance between mile markers will be found, however, correct.
From canoe crossing (0 m.) of Kennebec River, go south on paved U. S. Route 201. At .55 m.
turn sharp left on dirt road to Pleasant Pond. (Ahead, downriver, 1 m. on highway is Chief Fire
Warden Ralph Sterling’s Hotel, Caratunk, Me. Accommodations are available here.)
Cross Pleasant Pond Stream on wooden bridge at 1.07 m. Continue on well-worn gravel road,
which affords splendid backward views of Bigelow, Sugarloaf, and Abraham. At 3.73 m. pass
crossroad. At 4.37 m. take left fork; right leads to Pleasant Pond. At 4.47 m. gravel road ends;
Mosquito Tote-road continues ahead, with road on right leading to Pleasant Pond. At 5.22 turn
right from tote-road into old road. (Ahead Mosquito Tote-road leads to Troutdale, skirting
Pleasant Pond Mountain.) At 5.49 m. turn sharp left from grassy tote-road. (Ahead leads app.
200 yds. to North Beach on Pleasant Pond. Beyond, telephone wire follows Trail.) Ascend west
slope of Pleasant Pond Mountain. From 6.2 m. ascend ledges for .2 m. Reach highest elevation
of Appalachian Trail on mountain at 6.59 m.
(Here blue-blazed side trail leads .16 m. to lookout tower. Turn sharp right from Appalachian
Trail, following telephone wire beside footpath, marked by blue-paint blazes, over small ledges
through open spruce growth. At .05 m. trail to right leads 20 yds. to spring. At .08 m. reach
intermittently occupied, locked watchman’s cabin. Just beyond cabin, before sharp rise, take left
fork. Right is old watchman’s trail, descending steeply app. 1 ½ m. to shore of Pleasant Pond.
At .16 m. reach Forest Service Lookout Tower on summit of Pleasant Pond Mountain, 2,480 ft.
Tower affords extremely fine pano- [end of page]
{5 ¼” x 8” size of typed sheet to be reduced to 3 ½” x 5 ¼”. 1956}
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July 1, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
Thank you for your letter of June 29th.
Mr. Greene has endeavored to be of additional service by spending some time in locating good
camping sites for the crews, as the C.C.C. foreman is probably unacquainted with these details.
Mr. Greene can be of considerable assistance in suggesting good campsites from which the work
can be prosecuted expeditiously.
I am sending a copy of your letter to Mr. Greene so that he may make contact with the
Millinocket Camp. The section from the Sourdnahunk Road to York’s Camps and on the south
side of Rainbow lake particularly needs attention.
I am afraid that I may have unwittingly created a mis-impression by my suggestion about the
work west from Blanchard. I had not intended to suggest that the Greenville Camp shift its work
east from Monson to west of Blanchard. I had assumed that in order to cover the entire trail there
would have to be 2 crews working out from Greenville, one going west and one going east. It
was upon this assumption that I made my remarks about the trail condition from Blanchard to
Moxie Pond. If the plan, however, is to work only one crew from the Greenville Camp which is
now going east, it would seem obviously more satisfactory to have them continue east as far as
they are to carry the work and then return and work west from Blanchard. This would probably
be more satisfactory than a shift and we would hope that work west from Blanchard might
materialize before the Appalachian Mountain Club trip over this section in September. I am
taking the liberty of sending a copy of this letter direct to Superintendent Stacey at Greenville, in
order that I may clear up any misunderstanding as to what was in my mind.
I am very pleased to note that the plans with respect to the bridge are proceeding rapidly and that
you will know shortly the exact situation.
cc: Greene, Stacey
July 1, 1935. Myron Avery to Edward J. Connors, Admin. Asst., CCC, Augusta
Dear Mr. Connors:
Thank you for your letter of June 28th, advising me that you have made the usual requisition for
paint through the Central Purchasing Bureau at Washington and expected that the paint would be
shipped some time in July.
I thought it would be advisable to call your attention to the fact that we have found, from several
years of experimentation, that the best paint for durability and visibility is a titanium oxide paint,
which is obtained from J. W. Hunt, 1221 N. Y. Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. This paint is
made up according to a formula and is described on page 27 of the List of Hiking & Camping
Equipment, sent you under separate cover. I thought it advisable to call this situation to your
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attention, as the paint furnished might be of an inferior quality and not so satisfactory. It may be,
however, that titanium oxide paint was specified by the requisition. Pending the arrival of this
paint, the Trail Conference is supplying the Camps, through Mr. Greene and Game Warden
Taylor, with sufficient paint to carry on and avoid delaying the work.
I would appreciate your letting me know if the requisition covered titanium oxide paint, or
merely referred to ordinary white paint.
Again thanking you for your courtesy in writing me in this matter,
cc: Sewall, Greene, Taylor
July 2, 1935. Thompson L. Guernsey, Principal Owner, Maine Broadcasting Company,
Bangor, Maine (WLBZ), to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you very much for your kind offer to cooperate with Mr. Moore and myself regarding the
closing of the side trail to Borestone Mountain. I want you to know that I am sorry to feel that it
is necessary to do this, but considering the fact that on Saturday and Sunday there are some two
hundred people who climb the Mountain, you can readily see that it is no longer private camp
property, and it loses its value as such as the trail goes right by some of the camps. In addition, as
Mr. Moore no doubt wrote you about, there has been fire building near the buildings and fishing
in private ponds. As there is no other way of segregating those who shall use the trail, I know of
no other way to remedy this situation.
It will be perfectly all right for the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club and the Appalachian
Mountain Club, who have already made plans to visit Borestone, to do so.
Thanking you for your cooperation.
{Copy Greene, Sewall, Gower}
July 2, 1935. Roger Scaife, Little, Brown & Co., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
This is a formal notice to you that this company has taken over the publishing rights in The Old
Farmer’s Almanac and will issue the new 1936 edition.
We understand that Mr. Haynes made arrangements with you for a special article for the next
edition and that you expected to have it ready by September 30.
We shall be very grateful for this article and if it is at all possible for you to send it to us earlier,
say September 1, we shall appreciate it very much indeed.
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July 2, 1935. THE EVENING STAR, WASHINGTON, D.C.
TRAIL CLUB FORMED
Organization of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club here to promote the Maine section of the
Appalachian Trail, a 2,000-mile footpath extending from that State to the State of Georgia, was
announced yesterday.
Walter D. Greene, New York actor and Maine guide, is president of the club. Several
Washingtonians, including Dr. J. F. Schairer, research scientist, Carnegie Geophysical
Laboratory; Myron H. Avery, U. S. Shipping Board; Mary Jo Kempt, American Civic
Association, and A. H. Jackman, are club officers.
Other members in this city are Dr. Jean Stephenson, State Librarian of the D. A. R., Marion Park,
Vivian Robb, Mack Taylor and Harold C. Conger. All also are members of the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club which maintains the 262 miles of trail from Harrisburg, Pa., to
Charlottesville, Va. This club has announced a trip over the trail in Maine from Blanchard to Mt.
Katahdin, from August 23 to September 5.
July 3, 1935. Roy Flynt, Technical Assistant, Maine State Planning Board, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
On June 26th, Professor Comey showed me a copy of an A. M. C. Bulletin regarding a special
association in Maine headed by Walter D. Greene, to oversee the maintenance of the
Appalachian Trail in Maine.
I would appreciate copies of the Bulletin in question, and would be glad, personally, to cooperate
with your committee in its work. My membership in the Appalachian Mountain Club extends
over a period of years dating from 1916, but has lapsed recently. I expect to renew this
membership at once.
Any Bulletin issued since April 25th I should appreciate as they are helpful in my work as
technical assistant, in the Maine State Planning Board, charge of Recreation. My personal
interest in your work further enhances the value of your Bulletins.
I hope to have the pleasure of meeting you and Mr. Greene, this summer, on the trail, as I expect
to be at my camp on Foss and Knowlton Pond during August.
copy to Walter D. Greene
P.S. The Millinocket Folder is still unpublished. Advertising is being solicited to defray expenses.
July 3, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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I have your letter of the 1st inst. with enclosures. We could hardly get Army permission, nor
have we the foremen to take charge, nor the money to buy equipment to put out more than one
crew from each of the different camps. That is the reason we did not split into more crews. I note
that you have taken the matter up with Mr. Stacy with regard to working west of Blanchard and I
have already done so telling him I left it to his good judgment. I am writing him again today,
however.
It does not look good for us to get material for the bridge. In fact it looks just the other way. Our
allotment of money has been cut so heavily and also made retroactive so that we will have for
July only $600. per camp to hire teams, buy gas and oil, repair our equipment, purchase
explosives, etc. etc. We hope that this will be increased but even then it is far less than we have
been able to get along with hitherto. I have had to order all our power shovels shut down and we
have discharged all teams for the time being and are driven directly onto hand labor and small
production but there seems to be no remedy.
Such being the case we have two possibilities open for the West Branch bridge: One, to get
contributions from other sources than the Government, particularly the Appalachian Club, 2nd:
to try to put at least a temporary bridge across the old dam with a 50 ft. span of native material
between the last pier and the west shore.
You work on Number 1. I am going to Millinocket next week and I will go up and look over the
feasibility of No. 2. We will mutually correspond.
{Copy Greene, Gower}
July 3, 1935. Myron Avery to Charles H. Warner
Dear Charlie:
I am very glad to have your letter of June 29th and I appreciate your relieving me of any
embarrassment. It was a piece of carelessness on my part.
We are making splendid progress in Maine and the C.C.C. units are out on the trail. We hope that
we will be able to get the cable bridge over the West Branch. It is my present expectation to use
the check in getting out 2 additional Maine maps. I will keep you informed of developments, of
course.
We are very glad to know that you feel that the Blue Ridge is in the range of a week-end trip. We
want you to come down again soon so that we can plan something for you. As you know, I
personally felt very disappointed, for the one day when I expected to have some time to talk over
matters of mutual interest with you, Jackman lured you away.
July 3, 1935. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
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I am very glad to have your letter of June 27th. I feel, as you do, that we are certainly getting
ahead fast this year. With the crews working from Greenville and Millinocket, the existing trail
will be much improved. I am glad to know that there is no intention to disturb our relocation
from Pierce Pond. At one time, Mr. Sewall felt that there was a real advantage in following the
Arnold route, but I endeavored to point out to him the many disadvantages, and the side trail
from Pierce Pond to Dead River is a very happy solution of the problem. I have sent you some
letters about the purchase of paint. If, when Mr. Savage gets ready to paint the side trail, the
C.C.C. does not have the blue paint, we will obtain and forward it. Our budget for Maine work is
very low and, if possible, I would like to avoid any additional expenditure. However, when you
need additional paint, either white or blue, do not hesitate to let me know, for if the C. C. C. does
not have it, we will get it to you some way.
The trail signs are nearly finished by Mr. Schmeckebier and I hope to mail them off to you very
soon.
Don't you think it would be a good idea if Mr. Savage would do the side trail from Pierce Pond
to Dead River after the work on the main route? If so, would you feel like suggesting it to him, or
I can write Mr. Sewall about it. Am I right in thinking that as soon as Mr. Savage's camp gets to
the Kennebec, they will then turn around and work from Sugarloaf to Saddleback? I had sort of
thought that they would have a crew working in each direction, but it may be that one crew is all
that can be spared from one camp. If you have a chance to talk with Mr. Savage, you can perhaps
find out when he expects to start work from Sugarloaf toward Saddleback.
I think Mr. Sewall expects you to guide Mr. Savage in the work, etc. Keep me informed and let
me know if there is anything you need or that I can do.
cc: Mr. Greene
July 5, 1935. Myron Avery to F. E. Cousins, Portland Press Herald
Dear Mr. Cousins:
You may recall that after I sent you some 40 odd prints of Maine scenes, you wrote that you
would be in a position to return the prints as soon as the cuts were made, particularly as you were
using only 18 of the prints.
I have noticed from the Portland Press Herald that the photographs are beginning to appear and I
thought it might be advisable to call the matter to your attention, so that there would be no
possibility of the photographs being misplaced or the matter being overlooked. If you have
finished with the prints and all of the cuts which you require have been made, I would very much
appreciate your sending the photographs back to me as soon as possible.
July 6, 1935. Myron Avery to Little, Brown & Co.
Gentlemen:
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I have your letter of July 2nd. I am led to ask the reason for “serving formal notice” on me that
your company has taken over the publishing rights in the Old Farmers’ Almanac. Will Mr.
Haynes continue his connection?
July 6, 1935. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [24-page hand-written]
Dear Myron:
The axe and cutters came. They are fine. I’m so glad to have them. The first batch of paint
came allright. The second, one can busted and completely gone. Lucky the markers were
wrapped or they would have been spoiled. You slip once in awhile. It was bad packing because
your box was too shallow and there was no protection for the cans at the top and bottom.
Anything will travel safely in sawdust, which must be packed all around. Too bad, a qt. of paint
goes a long ways. The other three all right. Looks as if we would get our paint eventually, but
like all govt. business--red tape, but will it be allowed us to make up for this expense. However
it all will go on the trail sometime I suppose. I’ve mailed the old axe and cutter to you.
Wednesday Stacey picked me up here at 8:30 and drove me to Monson. I had four signs and a qt.
of paint. I had another qt. hidden near Moose Pond. In Monson I met Bill Dore again. I put it to
him strongly that it was to his interest to help a bit. He has a horse and wagon and can haul the
heavy equipment to Slugundy Dam (first camp) and from there to Long Pond. I think he will. It
will help me with the C. C. C. if I can put this over. Also strangely met a youngster there.
Myron Zimmermann who was at Rainbow when I and Hickey tried to find a trail around the lake.
He went with us. Nice boy, grown quite a bit. He helped me with the signs in Monson. Stood on
my back so I could get them high where they can not be stolen. Wants a guide book. I told him
to send 50¢ to Wash. It was hot as the hinges on the open road. Got to Matthews home, man
came out. Shay’s father, there on a visit. We had a good talk. Fine man. Glad to meet him. He
gave me a cigar and I went on. Beyond the Matthews House up the hill a ways lives Theed
Douglas, poacher, general bad man etc., a good friend of mine and a likeable fellow. Knows a
lot of the country. Was a sniper in the war. We had a good visit. He tells me he has been over
the trail to Moxie Bald fire tower. He said on the ledges ¾ of a mile this side of the tower the
trail is hard to follow, painted on rocks and too far apart. I notice on rocks the paint fades faster
than on the trees. Wonder if the fire warden could get in some painting up there if you asked
Violette, and if some paint was sent him. (An idea) It would make it plainer. You were over this
last year tho and know how it is. Douglas says the camp a mile to the left as you reach the dam
is kept in good shape and used. Not abandoned as you have it on the map. Offered to go with
me up that way sometime. Later I might have a chance to look it over, maybe paint. Will see
him some time and go over the Little Wilson map with him. You say nothing of my idea that
Violette might be able to get us some wire cable from the state. Worth trying. He’s a good scout
and it’s a big thing to have there outside the trail, as fire protection. Why not try? It would be
tough to miss that bridge now. In fact we mustn’t. Bad sport tho expecting us to help when we
are not able.
Got to camp around five, quite a long stretch. The qt. of paint carried me from Monson to
Dishpan Brook. Was tired. Warm day. I’m happy in that camp. Laid down in the brook and had
a good supper and a good drink before it. Got into bed, was going to sleep, when I heard
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something in the wood-pile. Got up, switched the flash and saw a good sized snake. I got the
broom and swept him out the door, as I was closing it felt something cold on my foot, and
jumped ten feet in the air. Threw the light and there was a big toad sitting there had slipped in
when I opened the door. Next day easy. I was just leaving camp when one of the owners from
Monson came in with his two kids for a few days. I had it in good shape as usual. Nice fellow. I
took it easy, and got to L. W. C. G. Was going to stay at Whitten’s camp. I found some nice
people from Dover at the C.G. They gave me something to eat and drove me to Sebec. a good
break. I had picked up the qt. of paint on the way. I was gambling on getting to Sebec someway,
as I am not sure the boys worked on Friday. All this gave me a chance to get away from the 4th
to see what they had done to repaint and to put up some more markers. Two or three they have
tried to twist off with out much success.
Once in awhile that invincible mind of yours slips. Sure I am going to paint when there is
nothing else to do, especially around here. How do you expect me to get toughened up if I don’t
get out and do some packing and traveling. I’ve been here less than four weeks. I have to get in
shape, always do. I’m not going to sit around in my “fancy”. I’ll get a good boy at the right time
and break him in, he can paint over Barren. It takes less paint when the spots have been painted.
They have done a wonderful job Myron. Wish you could see it. They cut wide, take out small
trees to do this. Not a dead-fall from Monson to L. W. C. G. It gives me a thrill to look at it.
Big dead-falls I had looked at and wished I could tackle are gone. The width gives you a chance
to get around the wet places. No rain lately. I came the whole way with dry feet. They’ve cut
out around the top of L. W. Falls, and built a log bridge to get to the other side where there is the
best view and chance to go to the bottom. I painted this line on the way out. Had a tube of blue
and mixed some up. Blue fades very quickly. Should think yellow would stand up better. After
they left Dishpan brook they moved rapidly. Not so many bushes. They will be at the C. G. in
another day’s work. They have to fix that up then will go into the tents.
Got the enclosed from Sewall. Stacey had a copy. He is going to drive me to Millinocket Tues.
morning. I’ll have to be up at 5. Fine! He seems to welcome going himself. I think it will be a
change for him. He can talk to Brown too. We go by way of Rip road. Fine fellow. McNeil is
good. The boys work for him, a significant thing he said one day was that Stacey doubted if he
could get them to. Joe Mary this season. He said. Well, I bet I can. The Barren-Ch. is not
difficult. Mostly dead falls. There’s not much bush on that stretch except around York and
Arnold’s trail. They ought to go far with 15 men. Hot weather lately. Woods getting dry again.
Minges and flies awful this year. Got the article from Owen in Portland Telegram. Very good.
Where did he get Gulf-Glen. I never heard it, and where the new information they are beginning
to take notice on their own hook. The C. C. C. will make this something that will have to be
recognized by the State, only we must get out a good booklet. You’ve got to sell people.
Just exactly what do you want me to find out for you in Monson? I have a 7 qts. of paint left
about. This ought to go a long way. Have no blue. Plenty of markers. I must manage to get
some galvanized nails and mail enough of them and markers to each camp. May be able to get
them in Guilford, if not must get them from Bangor. Been using some of the marker nails for
signs, and they are 10d. The Trail is all painted from Monson to L. W. C. G. and enough
markers up and all the signs up for this stretch. They look good. A wild Irishman, Tom Noonan
and two friends (he’s a retired flat-foot) blew in yesterday. I met him 9 years ago here. He’s
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from my classic birthplace, Jersey City. He’s presented me with a bottle of real whiskey. He
goes to mass tomorrow in Greenville and takes John Webber my friend who is a good catholic
with him. I may go with them. John came last Sat., week ago, and in the excitement, I lost my
new 8.00 pair of glasses, which handicapped me today. Today I gave Willie Gormley a good
pair of trousers I didn’t use, and as I went down to the bulkhead to say good bye, by chance I
saw them under the arbor there. Gone a week, so you see kind acts bring their reward. So do
thou likewise and don’t pan me when I want to get out and do some real work. I’m a hell of an
executive, but being a good actor I can put up a good bluff. I feel more natural with an axe just
as a harp does with a brick in his hand. That’s what a real Irishman said when he saw his friend
laid out for the wake, with a lily in his hand. You see this is Sunday. I didn’t feel like writing as
usual but now I’m at it I’m rambling on, no doubt to your despair and disgust when you see the
length of it. Not a bad idea tho to get off the single track occasionally and write in a personal
vein.
I had a talk with the Postmaster in Monson several days ago. John Gilbert, P. M. Monson, Maine.
He has on his bulletin board an old press story of the App. Trail and asked if we sent him some
maps would he put them up. He said he would be glad to. I think if you sent him one of the
entire Trail a blue print would be better, and one of the Little Wilson region, together with a card
of the App. publications he would post them and it would be good publicity and lead to some
sales. By the way is the White Cap map finished also the two color of B. C. Range? If so send
me some.
I’ll now take up your letters. Hope the conference had a fine meeting and it was a success. I
meant to send a short personal message but in the press forgot it. Hope the new treasurer is good.
I know that’s an important office, and that there was a lack of harmony somewhere and that’s
essential. I’ve always felt that getting money is a gift, and that if there were a man in that
position with the knack much grief could be avoided. Other organizations get it, and surely the
A.T.C. is a worthy one, and would have backing. I give Shay’s present address, which his father
gave me: 718 Walnut St., Dover, Ohio. Don’t know whether you have it or not. It kind of sticks
in my craw clearing Dore’s and York’s side trails. These kids to be blunt are too slack to clear
what is really to their own profit. Still it’s better to have it done I suppose. It’s the only way it
will ever be done. But I want Dore to help out. It’s coming from him. These side trails of theirs
mark you will hold up the work on the main trail.
That was a good letter from Taylor. I do not know the country and have no time to study it. I
feel we must depend on him. The mystery is how he has the time from his regular duties and
avoids trouble. It seems to me a very valuable suggestion that we call Stobie’s bluff, and have
him detached for sole work on the Trail until Oct. I some how feel that Stobie is not so sure of
his stand, or will be when he hears of the C. C. C. work and might fall in with this willingly, and
it would be a great help to us. Taylor evidently is keen on the work, and if he had nothing else to
think of, might be able to push it thru. Think well of this. As I say what I know of Wardens,
how does he manage it with out getting into trouble. Perhaps Taylor has a car. Most wardens
have. He says 12 boys. I understood there is 15 from each camp. He speaks of 14 camping at
old Poulin camps. Does this mean 27 from Flagstaff. Is Savage’s idea of new side trails allright.
As you said seems to me we have enough upkeep now. What do these side trails mean. I
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suppose tho we must go with them, as it is a gift from the gods the work they are doing. I sense
the wisdom of keeping in step.
McN. asks me what I want done now. Our tough luck is the C. C. C.’s being cut down. The old
gov’t. game. How can they get anywhere without material? I feel we must let Stacey go ahead as
planned. It’s essential they get into the mountains and get ahead. The Whitecap, and
Boudreau’s to Berry’s are the needed work. I also want them to clear some of the big trees that
obstruct the Gulf views. That is needed. I’ve spoken to McNeal about that. The Blanchard to
Moxie will develop later. They have their plans. I don’t want to appear to interfere. As you say
I can see this C. C. C. work moves at a moderate pace but it’s their system and they do a real job.
No need to tell them how. McN. tho is a good man. It will move twice as fast when they are in
camp near the work and these boys don’t soldier. They are specially picked, like the work, and
at their age full of energy. When I see Brown I’ll emphasize the bad spots. Rainbow must be
got at, but after York’s stretch they ought to move along.
Tell me this. What is the condition from the Hermitage over Whitecap. I don’t know that. Also
from York’s Camp to where I met you on the W. B. I ought to know this. I doubt if they will
split a crew from Greenville. McN. is allowed 15 men. He has to be with them. After
Millinocket I’ll try to get to Flagstaff and Rangeley and meet Taylor. I’ll get along with him. I
understand Taylor’s home address is Eustis as I have it. I’ll write him in time if I come. Stacey
tells me Mill. is at work.
Sounds good your reservations. If you can send different parties with a leader the more the
better for the trail. Am sending you Owen’s article. A good one. Where does he get Gulf-Glen?
Well thank the Lord that’s all. I’ve had time. Sunday (rain). It’s the last you’ll get for some days.
Note as you read it, all I want answered. {Bodfish and Dore asked me if the State were going to
build shelters on the trail.}
July 8, 1935. Appalachian Trail Conference and Potomac Appalachian Trail Club Order
For 750 copies Old Rag map. for 750 copies White Cap map. Print size—orange and blue,
contours (orange); other tracing blue. Exact registers required or maps rejected. Paper sample to
be submitted and approved by MHA before printing. Price for entire job between $35 and $40.
Delivery date—July 17, 1935. $1.00 per day deductions from price for delayed delivery.
Delivery to be made according to verbal order of M. H. Avery. Negatives to be returned with
maps.
July 8, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall:
Dear Mr. Sewall:
I am very much obliged to you for your letter of July 3rd, which makes the situation entirely
clear to me, as to why there is only one group working from each camp.
I am making contact with Mr. Dort to ascertain how much cable would be required, for there is a
possibility that we might be able to make some progress with local representatives of cable
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suppliers. This is, however, rather remote. Can you give me any idea of the amount required to
purchase the cable? I suppose that If there were any chance of getting any help from the Maine
Forest Service for this purpose, you would have considered this angle. The temporary bridge
may prove to be the solution of the matter, at least for the time being. I shall be much interested
to know your reaction to it after your trip to Millinocket.
Under the present conditions, it seems to me that the only remaining thing to be done is for Mr.
Greene to visit Millinocket, so that this crew can get underway. Game Warden Taylor is
apparently in close touch with Mr. Savage and the 2 crews working from that camp. At Rangeley,
I understand from Mr. Taylor that there is a crew working east from Eddy Pond toward
Saddleback. As soon as Mr. Greene can visit the Rangeley Camp and check up there, it would
seem that all of the trail machinery should be running in high gear. 1 have already indicated that
we will find some way of supplying the necessary paint until the purchase order has been filled.
This would permit the painting and re-painting to continue with the trail work.
The situation from Blanchard west to Moxie Mountain is very bad, but as the crew is working
east from Blanchard, I feel that, having informed Mr. Stacey of the situation, the best procedure
is to leave the matter in his discretion.
cc Greene, Gower
July 8, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I have sent C. Granville Reed, regularly stationed at our Beddington C.C.C. camp over to
Rangeley where he should arrive today, with instructions to assist Mr. Viles in locating that part
of the Appalachian Trail which has not been finally determined between Saddleback Mountain
and the New Hampshire line.
Mr. Reed is an extremely experienced and capable man whom I have known for a long time and
who in fact has done more or less work for me before 1929.
The idea is that he will consult throughout with Viles, the Superintendent, and draw what men he
needs to from that camp to make his reconnaissance and spot out the trail. He will not try to clear
the trail at all but simply to make a spotted line through. He will also take up the matter with the
local Game Warden who may be of help and of course will appreciate any help that our friends
from Bates or Bowdoin could give him.
His travel orders cover the use of his personally owned car so that he will be able to use this to
supplement our rather scanty allowance of trucks. His travel orders cover the month of July and I
hope that he can get through by the end of this month but if not I will try to get them extended.
I am leaving for Millinocket now and will make it a point if nothing happens to go out to the
Sourdnahunk dam and see what we can do about putting a foot bridge across the West Branch
there.
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I received a letter from Mr. Dort this morning and he says that he will have the suspension bridge
designs in shortly, but of course I am afraid with our reduced allowance that we may be up
against it for purchasing much of any material.
The above for your information.
{Copy: Stubbs, Taylor, Greene, Sawyer, Scheutz}
July 9, 1935. Fred K. Owen, PORTLAND MAINE PUBLISHING COMPANY, to Walter
Greene
Dear Mr. Greene:
I was glad to get your letter for anything about the Gulf interests me as I fished up and down it
many times years ago, during the time the Palmers were lumbering there and afterwards. We
used to call the stream where are the Screw Auger falls, Gulf Hagas and the gorge, The Gulf or
Gulf Glen. I haven't seen one of the Hubbard books for years but I have a faint recollection both
are mentioned therein. Forty or fifty years ago an old photographer named William P. Dean went
up through the Gulf and took a lot of pictures which he made into stereoscope views. I wrote to
Milo trying to locate some of them, but failed. Those I used were taken by Clement of Milo, or at
least it was from him that I obtained them.
I was interested in Mrs. Eckstorm's definition of the word Hagas. I had often wondered. I have
known lumbermen but I never saw the word applied to anything other than the stream. But she
ought to know. It is a wonderful place, the Gulf, and as you say should be capitalized.
July 9, 1935. Roger L. Scaife to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Let me explain my letter of July 2 more fully by telling you that we are publishing THE OLD
FARMER'S ALMANAC for Mrs. Carroll J. Swan, who still is the owner; that Mr. Haynes is still
interested and that he has approved of this transfer which, as you probably know, was occasioned
by the death of Carroll Swan.
I wrote you to give the formal notice of the change and I hoped that I made myself clear in our
wish that you should contribute the special article for the next edition, as you did last year.
We do not wish to make any change this year, either in the content of the Almanac or in the
group of editors who so successfully contributed.
If you wish a letter from Mr. Haynes, no doubt he will be delighted to write one.
July 10, 1935. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Old Fellow:
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Having spent three hours and gotten thru your epistle three times I hope I have understood what
you want. Throw away that gray paper and buy a real WHITE sheet at Conference expense. Jack
was just in. I offered him the letter. He threw up his hands saying he was still looking for half a
day to decipher the last one I gave him—-and WE WANT to read them. That letter was only a
little better than the worst. Use an extra sheet but cut out the cross work and the interlining. I
want to use this information-pass on these letters to interested people-for distribution of
information etc.-they would be helpful-but you put them out in such a terrible shape that I can't
do anything with them. Do give this some thought.
Now having seen Hazlehurst again at the Conference and having heard again about that Joe
Mary spree I am wroth again. I am plum disgusted. Why can't you realize that we have 60 boys
working on this job and you are directing work not day-laboring. Your comments about this
paint don't strike me as funny. Here you go along doing it yourself when I have asked you to get
a C.C.C. boy broken in to do it. It is all right if you want to keep on doing it later. Suppose the
unfortunate event happens that you have to go to N.Y. or you are away at the Camps. In the
meanwhile three or four days painting is ahead and you have to sweat and worry about getting it
done. You apply the pressure to handle it and then there is trouble. You pay for it. I am deadly
serious. You are NOT using your head. Get those fellows instructed in every camp. See that they
have paint enough. I have three gallons left and shall mail you one more. Get this work in such
shape so that if you don't go near the field all summer it will run along. Can't you see the
importance of this?
By the time you get this letter you will have returned from Millinocket. You will have
emphasized our bad spots there and they should be cared for before our trip. Also you had better
drop Benny a note and see how far he went. If you failed to start that Millinocket crew on
painting, why just don't write to me for I am hot about the way you are treating yourself. And
don’t you write me any explanation-old man- I am going to get a guardian for you. Then you tell
me to go easy.
The correspondence from Sewall and my reply show that the exact definition of the uncompleted
route is moving in high. Nothing more to do there. You may see the fellow. I hope he will correct
the map and provide detailed notes of his route. Obviously it can't be worked over until another
year. Therefore we don't want to lose it.
One thing you haven’t done yet is to get in touch with that truckman at Monson. That detail
can't wait too long. We want him and you at the train in Blanchard. It is my scheme to get on
Boarstone which I haven't seen. I hope to be permitted to drive the truck to Moore's and climb
Boarstone. You will have to consider this in getting a price estimate. There will he 14 or 15
people. The first section of our trip is closed full registration. Whether or not we have a second
section remains to be seen. Also I am worried about crossing the West Branch. May have to
write York. I think Sewall will have to work out a substitute bridge.
Now after Millinocket you can go to Rangeley and Flagstaff. It will do you good. See new
country. Not so necessary but desirable one man he able to coordinate things thru having
contacts with all camps. Be sure to write Taylor well in advance. In both camps be sure that
painting and putting up of markers is done. That is absolutely essential.
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Schmeckebier has finished the signs west of the Blanchard and I am mailing them off. This
completes this.
I am the more provoked about your insisting on painting alone when I think of that situation
from Blanchard to Moxie Lake. If you want to work yourself out, here is the place. There is no
one who can paint here. On the other link-where you are working-the C.C.C. boys can do it.
There are only half enough blazes to Moxie. The ledge is very bad. The thing to do is to do your
conditioning work here. You can use the camps and the fire warden and stay at Moxie Lake.
Probably it’s wise to let Stacy continue east--since there is only one crew from each camp. But
with that A.M.C. trip going thru there, the section so much in need of work and the probability
that it won't be hit until late fall, I would have thought that you would let the painting elsewhere
go in favor of really painting this if it can't be cleared. What about it?
The White Cap and Map of the entire Trail will be out in 2 weeks. Do you suppose you wouldn't
have one if it was out. Also you got the mimeograph release about the Maine club. We have
stopped mixing blue from white with a tube. The trouble is that the color isn't deep enough. I will
put some blue in the box for you. Watch for the labels. The color of the tube-mixed paint must be
heavier.
Don't worry about York's side-trails etc. Of course they ought to clear them but we want them for
use. So let's get them fixed up. Go on the principle that all marked side-trails as well as main
trails are to be cleared. Don't discuss the question lest you raise doubts. The P.A.T.C. will use all
these trails. Also they can extend the Gulf Trail a bit as Leadbetter suggested.
That mind of yours cooks up ideas faster than I can work them out. As to Violette and the cable I
want to see what Sewall says. If it was feasible I think he would have worked on it. His
accomplishments show that. Now this scheme of getting Taylor detached as game warden is new
to me. I saw no indication of it. He didn't suggest it to me. It might really put him in bad. You
can mention it to him in conversation. There seems no immediate need and I don’t think we
should initiate it without knowing that he wants it.
Yellow is a terrible color for paint. Blue is our standard side trail and we are having no trouble
with properly mixed paint.
Within the next three weeks I will write the text for a booklet. Then our job will be to get photos
and get the state to get it out.
This Gulf-Glen stuff is writer's imagination.
You had better save your large nails and use them for signs.
1 am going to run into some delay on the two-color map of the Chairback-Barren Range. It got
on the card by mistake. I should have listed the one of the entire trail.
Taylor has a car. Yes there are two crews from Flagstaff. I take it only one-Poulin Camps-is
camping.
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Yes Savage's idea takes care of Sewall’s thought of following the old Arnold route. I didn’t want
to see that changed again. It is good as is.
From the Pleasant River Road the relocation up the South side of White Cap will require little
work. On the north side the spruce is growing in badly. The path is there but ingrown. Needs
widening badly.
No work required from York’s to West Branch except results of any relocation for bridge. I
hope that relocation at Logan Brook will be finished or marked when we come thru so we can
get correct data for changes. You may want to think this over with MacNeil.
I think that the Shelters problem is something in abeyance. It will have to be handled carefully
to avoid stirring up the campowners. Certainly not this year will any be built [?? too much
overstrike typescript to read] get them for a while and permission, you know.
Well, old fellow let’s hope that I won’t have to get after you again. Do use that old head of
yours.
Best—as always and looking forward to seeing you in August.
July 10, 1935. Thompson L. Guernsey to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am in receipt of your letter of July 8th, and while it is not possible to have a truck go up the
private road to Borestone, due to the fact that at the present time there is not caretaker there and I
am in Bangor during the week, it will be perfectly agreeable, as I wrote you before, for these two
parties to use the trail on this particular occasion. I hope the fact that they may not be able to
drive up will not greatly inconvenience them. As you may know it is only a twenty minute walk
from the gate.
{Copy Greene, Gower}
July 11, 1935. Myron Avery to C. Granville Reed, c/o Superintendent Viles, Rangeley
C.C.C. Camp
Dear Mr. Reed:
I have just received a letter from Forester Sewall telling me that you were leaving Beddington
(incidentally, my home is at Lubec) for Rangeley to take over the big job of exactly locating the
Appalachian Trail from Saddleback to Grafton Notch, where the Trail to Old Speck commences.
Mr. Sewall naturally wanted me to place at your disposal all of the information which has been
accumulated and I hasten to do this trusting that it will reach you in time.
Our intended route through this section has been only roughly located. One major unsolved
problem is the route over Old Blue, where the scrub is very dense and the question of a side trail
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to Elephant, the mountain next north of Old Blue. The approach to Old Blue was a serious
problem. The route up Bemis Ridge, directly opposite Summit on the Highway was suggested
by Mr. Sawyer. With the trail being opened by the C.C.C. this now becomes a real possibility.
Another suggestion was the old route up Bemis Brook which is badly burned over and tough
going. To meet the conditions under which we had expected to open the route we had
considered the possibility of following the trail down to Houghton and then up the West branch
of Swift River to the sag between Old Blue and Elephant and then on to Old Blue. (This is a sort
of explanatory explanation to clear up references in the various enclosures I am sending you.)
The information which we have is as follows: Arthur C. Comey made in 1925 and 1929 two
exploring trips in this region and outlined a prospective route. This is set forth in the Guidebook
to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, the green guidebook sent to you under separate cover. Later,
however, last year, Professor W. H. Sawyer, Jr., of Bates College, accompanied part of the way
by Game Warden Conant, made a detailed exploration of the route. I am enclosing his report
and blueprints of his annotated map. Professor Sawyer expected to make another trip to Old
Blue but did not have the opportunity to get back there. I should expect that, after the matter of
the approach to Old Blue is solved, that in the main you would want to follow Sawyer’s route.
His notes and detailed map corrections should be considerable assistance. From the Andover-B
Hill Road to Grafton Notch the Trail should go over the peaks of Baldpate. We have no definite
information on this locality as yet. The old route went up from the east at Frye’s Brook. As
Sawyer’s route came out here, it would avoid any offset. On the west end the trail should
connect, if possible, with the trail to Old Speck. Offsets along the highway are to be avoided if
possible. The old Guidebooks indicate that there are a number of waterfalls and other features
along Frye’s Brook.
I presume that you will also locate the route between the Barnjum Camp and the top of
Saddleback. I understand that a C.C.C. crew is working from the highway east to the summit of
Saddleback. Game Warden Helon Taylor, of Eustis, to whom I am sending a copy of this letter,
has put the trail through from Bigelow to Sugarloaf and had scouted over toward Saddleback. I
am sure that you will agree with me that it is very important that you see him to get the benefit of
his local information on this link. Mr. Taylor has done a splendid piece of work.
I feel that it would be most valuable also if you could talk with Professor Sawyer. There is so
much more which he could tell you in addition to his report. I am sending him a copy of this
letter as well of Mr. Sewall’s letter to me to ask if he sees any way of making contact with you
and asking him to write you direct at the above address. You may even consider it worth while
to drive to Lewiston to go over the matter with him.
Within a few days I shall be able to send you a map of the trail route as far as Me. Highway 4.
As the Trail is finished we shall need to cover the region between Saddleback and Old Speck.
We are planning to use the blueprint worked over by Mr. Sawyer as a base and if you would
make corrections and additions on a print and eventually send it to me, it would help greatly.
Also if you can let us have a detailed account of the route you mark with estimated distances, it
would be of great assistance in the final marking of the route by the C.C.C., if you should happen
to be otherwise engaged at that time.
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It also occurs to me that as there are so many blazes in the woods that it would be desirable if
you could adopt some individual marking for your route. It might be a wise precaution to take a
small can of the white paint used on the trail and mark important intersections with it.
I will greatly appreciate your keeping me advised of the progress made. During the next month I
expect to make a two-day trip from Gorham over the A.M.C. Mahoosuc Range Trail to Grafton
Notch. I would arrive there early the morning of the second day. It might be desirable for us to
meet at Grafton Notch.
I have written this very hastily with the view of getting this information to you in time to be of
service. We shall follow your work with much interest.
CC: Sewall, Stubbs, Greene, Schuetz, Sawyer, Taylor, Viles
July 11, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I have your letter of the 8th inst. I met Mr. Greene, fortunately, at Togue Pond last night on my
return from an inspection trip of the Millinocket trail which starts from Katahdin Brook camps
and has been practically put through to the West Branch of Penobscot just above Sourdnahunk. I
took two men with me and looked at the old dam and also at the location for the proposed
suspension bridge. The suspension bridge is, I think, the thing if we can possibly get it. If we
cannot get it I may decide to take a chance on putting a rough log foot bridge across the old dam.
We will have to have a team for six days if we do that, that will cost us $30. Can you raise that
amount from the Club funds if I cannot get it from E.C.W?
I have decided to let Boyle, foreman in charge of trail work, to push ahead beyond the West
Branch and probably send another foreman with a small crew to put in the bridge after we make
our arrangements, providing of course I can get permission for another small crew from the
Army.
I am afraid of the old dam. It is over thirty years old; and while it might last five or ten years
more we might lose it in two or three years. Nevertheless the West Branch is controlled by
Ripogenus Dam now and does not ordinarily get the high floods it used to have.
Mr. Greene and I discussed matters at great length last evening. He has come to the Millinocket
trail crew now and will stay with them a short time and I asked him to give them all the technical
assistance possible. I also left word with the foremen of the trail crew to follow Mr. Greene's
instructions as to the trail work. Mr. Greene then plans to go to Rangeley and Flagstaff camps.
All the crews are working on the trail now.
As soon as I get Mr. Dort’s plans I will figure up cost of bridge and will let you know. I may
also want to talk with the Governor about it. I do not think that the Maine Forest Service has
much surplus money on account of reduction in valuation of wild lands this year.
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{Copy Greene, Warner, Sawyer, Schuetz}
July 12, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
Your letter of July 8th with report to Mr. Granville Reed’s assignment is fine news. Since the
time was so short I wrote him direct, as per copy sent you, in order that he should have available
all possible data. 1 felt sure that you would approve of my short-cut.
I talked with Mr. Smart of Mr. Dort’s office who is designing the bridges. For the West Branch,
204 ft. span, 750 feet of 1 l/8 inch main cable is required (plow tramway steel cable); for the 180
ft. span on the East Branch bridge 1 l/8 cast steel cable is needed. Then, of course, other cable
and rods are required. I am getting from representatives of wire companies estimates of cost but I
fear that the cost will be prohibitive and way beyond what little we could raise. I have already
asked if you thought the Forestry Department would help.
With the arrangements for Mr. Greene to go to Millinocket made to start that crew off and his
intention to go to Rangeley and Flagstaff, it would seem that everything is moving along as well
as could be expected. Mr. Greene writes very enthusiastically of the splendid work being done
by Mr. MacNeal’s crew. Taylor reports the same with respect to the two Flagstaff crews. (I
presume that only one is tenting out.) The average seems to be about half a mile a day. As I
survey the situation I think we will have to realize that we can’t hope to finish the job this year.
If all the old trail is gone over and the new construction is finished from Sugarloaf to Me.
Highway 4 west of Saddleback, you will have accomplished a tremendous lot. In addition the
exact route on to Grafton Notch will have been determined.
The only feature which gives me concern is that from Blanchard to Moxie Lake. I appreciate the
wisdom of having Mr. Stacey’s crew continue to work east with the hope of reaching Joe Mary. I
am writing Greene to see if he cannot make a trip to Moxie to increase the paint blazes and get
the section in some sort of order before that A.M.C. trip. The Katahdin Camp should have ample
opportunity to clean up our worst spots -- from the Sourdnahunk Tote-road to Daicey Pond and
around Rainbow.
When you return from the Sourdnahunk Dam I wish you would tell me if that lumber camp there
is operating or if you noticed that the old dam tender was living in his camp on the north bank. I
have got to think about ferrying across the P.A.T.C. party. Hope we may meet you on the route.
You have our schedule.
cc Greene
July 13, 1935. Myron Avery to Ralph Sterling
Dear Mr. Sterling:
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We are mailing to you, under separate cover, four board signs for the A.T. which I trust you can
arrange to have put up.
Sign No. 122 is where the trail leaves the railroad, one mile south of Moxie Narrows. This will
require a post to be placed in the ground beside the railroad track. Sign 123 goes up where the
blue-blazed side trail to the fire tower turns off on Pleasant Pond Mountain. Sign 124 goes up
where the A.T. leaves the Mosquito tote-road. Sign 125 goes up where the trail leaves the hardsurfaced road and turns down to the highway.
As you know, the C.C.C. have taken over the trail as one of their projects and are working over
and improving the existing trail and plan to complete the unfinished portions. The work is being
carried on by a crew of 15 boys from each camp. You probably know that a crew from Flagstaff
is working from Dead River toward the Kennebec. You wrote me last fall that the west side of
Pleasant Pond Mountain had been well cleaned out and that you hoped to get at the east side this
spring. I think you have had some correspondence with Mr. Gower about the A.M.C. trip, which
comes over this section. The way the itinerary of the C.C.C. crews has been planned; it seems
very doubtful if they will have any opportunity to do the work on the very bad section between
Blanchard and Moxie Pond or on the east side of Pleasant Pond Mountain before this trip takes
place. These sections were very bad last year and their present condition will make a very
unfavorable impression. I am extremely anxious, therefore, and I know that you will be, to have
the Pleasant Pond section in good shape and I hope that you will be able to let me know shortly
that this section has been put in first-class shape. Then when the C.C.C. boys go over, we would
have a good trail for a long time to come.
In putting up these signs, we use galvanized iron nails and leave about l/2 inch of the nail
protruding, to allow for tree growth. We try to select a place where they will be very conspicuous,
and we have found that putting them up high saves them from damage or destruction. With the
exception of signs at Dead River Village, we have had made about 150 of these board signs to
put up between Katahdin and Sugarloaf.
cc: Greene, Taylor
July 13, 1935. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
There are being mailed to you, under separate cover, four signs. Two of these are in two parts
and one goes above the other, as you will readily see. The signs that are in two parts are the one
for the sag on Mt. Bigelow and for the junction of the A.T. and the Bigelow Range Trail. The
other sign, No. 130, also goes up in the sag on Mt. Bigelow and No. 131 goes up in the same
place as No. 132, that is, at the junction of the A.T. and the Bigelow Range Trail. In putting these
signs up, as you know it is well to leave some of the nail protruding and we find that if they are
placed high up, it keeps them from being damaged.
I had on the enclosed list two signs for Dead River Post Office, one for the highway and another
at Bigelow Village. The Highway Department has not come through with its promise to make
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these signs and consequently Nos. 126, 127, 128 and 133 are missing. I don’t see any chance of
getting them made until the fall.
I am enclosing copy of a letter which I have sent to Mr. Sterling.
It seems to be a rule of the C.C.C. that they can only put out one spike camp. I judge that as soon
as the work an Mt. Bigelow, for sections that can be reached from the highway, are finished, that
the activity of the Flagstaff camp will be restricted to one crew of 15 men. I judge from the way
things are going that about all we can hope to do this year is to get the trail completed from
Sugarloaf to Me. Highway 4. With the availability of the C.C.C. Camp, it would be much easier
to clear the old tote-road from the lumber camps on the side of Abraham down to Barnjum and
even put in some sort of a crossing on the brook, the way we came down.
Please keep me informed of what is happening.
cc: Greene
July 13, 1935. Myron Avery to J. M. Harris, Troutdale Cabins
Dear Mr. Harris:
It seems to have been a long time since I have heard from you. We have sent to you, under
separate cover, a sign, No. 121, to go up where the trail leaves your cabins.
In putting up those signs, we use galvanized iron nails and leave about l/2 inch of the nail
protruding, to allow for tree growth. We try to select a place where they will be very conspicuous,
and we have found that putting them up high saves them from damage or destruction. With the
exception of signs at Dead River Village, we have had made about 150 of those board signs to
put up between Katahdin and Sugarloaf.
You undoubtedly know that the C.C.C. have adopted the A.T. as one of their work projects and
that a crew of 15 boys is working on the trail from each of the camps. The Flagstaff Camp is
working from Dead River Village toward the Kennebec. The Greenville Camp is working east
from Blanchard. I think that Mr. Gower has been in touch with you about the A.M.C. party over
this section of the trail. As you know, the trail from Blanchard to Moxie Lake is in bad condition,
and I am afraid that the C.C.C. will not reach this section until late in the fall, after the A.M.C.
party. I think Mr. Greene will be able to re-paint the trail from Blanchard to the fire tower so that
the route will at least be clear. I hope that your son will be able to spend a day or so on the trail
from the cabins to the fire tower, re-painting it and clearing some of the growth. You will, of
course, as I do, want this section to make a good impression on the party and it looks as if it
would be very late in the year before any C.C.C. work can be done. You will recall that last year,
I had mailed to you, a pair of pruning shears.
I shall be very glad to hear from you in this connection and I hope that some arrangement can be
worked out to improve this short section before the A.M.C. trip. Fire Warden Sterling put the
west side of Pleasant Pond Mountain in good condition last year and I have written to him to
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urge him to do some work on the east side of the mountain, in order that the trail will not be too
bad when the A.M.C. party goes through this section.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Walter Greene, as there is a slight possibility that he may
have an opportunity to call at your Camps.
cc: Greene
July 15, 1935. Robert Moore to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:I appreciate the suggestion you have made, but I wish to point out to you that a lot of time was
spent last year by me in our correspondence in order to do the very thing you have suggested,
namely, prevent the nomenclature from becoming fixed through the action of the Appalachian
Club. It seemed to me at the time that in view of the fact that you had made a request which was
not by any means easy for me to grant, and which obviously would cause myself and my guests a
considerable annoyance, that your organization would go out of its way to meet my wishes. It is
now clear that this has not proved true. I pointed out to you early in our correspondence that the
form of the name of the mountain was a matter very important to me. In spite of the fact that no
proof was adduced to prove that the form "Boarstone" had any priority over the form
"Borestone”, the Association nevertheless proceeded to adopt the form which they knew I did
not prefer. Under the circumstances you can hardly expect me to take an action which will cause
myself and my guests considerable inconvenience in the future for the sake of the Society, unless
the Society itself shows some concrete evidence of appreciation.
July 15, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I have your letter of the 12th inst. and am very glad that you wrote Reed direct. I may state,
however, that there is on file at all the camps complete copies of all the information which has
been sent me with regard to the trail, including Mr. Sawyer’s report. Your knowing this may
save you some unnecessary work in the future. Of course if anything has come in that I have not
had a copy of it would not be at the camps.
I am waiting before doing anything further on the bridge until I get the designs, etc. from Mr.
Dort. I will then see what I can get and at the same time I think it would be well for you to write
me shortly how much of a contribution you can raise from the Appalachian Club or its members.
I would hope to put on a special bridge crew to do the construction and not interrupt the regular
Appalachian crew now working.
I was at Sourdnahunk dam, as you know, last week. I saw a canoe across the West Branch from
near the mouth of Sourdnahunk. I think there is a lumber operation possibly going in there but I
am not positive. I did not see the dam tender although we were at his camp. I think you could get
your best information from Mr. York at Daicey Pond. If you do not succeed in doing this by
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immediate letter to him take it up with me again and I will make inquiries. I do not expect to be
in Millinocket for some weeks as I have to visit various other camps and want particularly to get
to Flagstaff and Rangeley to see how the trail work is going there but I have to go to Patten and
Greenville first.
{Copy Greene}
July 15, 1935. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
I have read your letter of July 11th with much interest. The two maps which you refer to have not
been received from the printer. I anticipate they will be delivered within the next 10 days, and we
have already addressed an envelope to you for the purpose of sending them on.
I appreciate very much your invitation to spend some time with you at your Camps. Under the
circumstances, however, I regret to say that 1 shall have to defer the opportunity. It will be
necessary for me to go on to Millinocket with the Trail Club party, and a further difficulty is the
fact that this trip uses up all of my vacation time, so you see it is impossible. I regret this very
much, indeed, and I hope that you may find it possible to come up to Daicey Pond on the night
which we are there.
cc: Greene
July 15, 1935. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am glad to hear that you are able to find time to make a two-days’ trip on the Appalachian Trail
between Gorham, N. H. and Grafton Notch. We would suggest that you write to our Deputy
Warden, 0. Lee Abbott, at Upton, Maine, about your trip. I have talked with Mr. King, Chief
Warden of that District, and unless dry weather prohibits, he will be glad to have Mr. Abbott
meet you in Grafton Notch and take you to Bethel, or some other convenient point for you.
When you reach the lookout tower on Old Spec, you can call Mr. Abbott directly from there.
There has been considerable lumber cut on Old Spec, but I understand that the Trail is open now
so that the public can pass.
I am enclosing a newspaper clipping from the Kennebec Journal about the shelters which were
erected last year on Mt. Katahdin. The work on the Trail is receiving good publicity. Last
Saturday at the foot of Mt. Bigelow where the C.C.C. road goes up the mountain, the D.A.R.
dedicated a bronze tablet on a large boulder in honor of Colonel Timothy Bigelow, who is
reputed to have been the first man to climb that mountain.
I can recommend Mr. Sewall’s man, C. G. Reed, as very capable for the work which he is
sending him on.
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Mr. King, of the Brown Company, is supporting the work of the Trail. He suggests, however,
that in the vicinity of Elephant Mountain, Old Blue, and “C” Pond, that the location of the Trail
be confined as much as possible to hardwood ridges and scrub growth along the ridges, where
there has not been any operating for lumber, and where there will be no prospects of any
operations in the future. This will mean easier maintenance in the future. I think this is a good
suggestion, and a move in the interest of fire protection. Inasmuch as this Trail is being located
on land which is owned, either in whole or in part, by the Brown Company, we should give
consideration to their recommendations.
The work on the Trail from the camps is progressing with more speed than last year, but as I
have not been in the woods much, I cannot tell you just how far they have gone.
{Extract sent Sawyer, Reed, Greene, Taylor}
{Automobile stickers enclosed)
July 16, 1935. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
For the pamphlet on Camping, Hiking and Trail making equipment, the bulletin of the Maine
Appalachian Trail trip and Press Release of the club to promote the Appalachian Club in Maine,
I am indebted to you.
From the trail trip schedule, I note that you are due at Daicey's Pond, Tuesday, Sept. 3 and shall
make my plans to see you there or at the Hunt Trail, two miles from where I park my car at the
Foss & Knowlton three mile tote road to my camp. My previous letter suggested that you plan to
stay a few days at my camp on the completion of your trip, Sept. 5, with Mr. Greene and myself,
if he accepts. I shall have my car there to take you out to Millinocket whenever you wish. I could
arrange to meet you at Windy Pitch or Depot Camp on the evening of Sept, 5, In this event, I
should meet you at Dudley's camp.
July 16, 1935. Ronald Gower to Thompson Guernsey
Dear Mr. Guernsey:The Club acknowledges with gratitude your kind permission to climb Borestone Mountain, on its
forthcoming September excursion, as contained in your letters of July second and tenth, to Mr.
Myron H. Avery of the Appalachian Trail Conference and the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club,
copies of which he has forwarded to us.
We climbed the mountain on our trip of last year, and were much impressed by the magnificent
outlook from the summit. I have requested our secretary to send to you a copy of the Club
journal "Appalachia" in which you will find an account of the above trip.
July 16, 1935. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [18-page hand-written]
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Dear Myron:
Stacey and I were to start for Millinocket last Tues. It rained Sunday and Tuesday. Tues. night
he phoned me we would not go until Wed. The Packard’s did not send the message down. I was
up Tues. at 5 o’clock, got a lunch and the pack ready, went up and got the message. I felt
cheerful over that. Wed. we started 6:30. Long drive 135 miles. Got to Togue Ponds, where
there is a large C.C.C. camp building the road. 12 o’clock. Found that Mr. Sewall was there and
that he and Brown had gone to the Sourdehunk dam. No one seemed to know whether they
would be out that day. We waited until 5. Stacey had to get back. We figured if they were
coming out we would meet them on the road, so we drove slowly. First met Fred Clifford
coming out. Glad to see him. Asked him to do all he could for the boys when they got his way.
Said he would. Shortly after met Sewall and Brown. Went back with them to Togue Ponds.
Had dinner and went over everything with Sewall. He wanted me to go in the next day to
Sourdehunk Stream, meet Boyle the foreman and look at the dam. Found him a fine man. Keen
and thorough, and interested in the trail. He is going to see Gov. Brann about getting the wire
from the state if he can. Suggested again that if possible the App. Con. try to do something if
possible to show their interest. I explained carefully to him the financial condition and how it
was limited and how it worked and for him to understand the A. T. C. spirit was there, but the
funds were limited and the disposal of them restricted, that we were willing if possible but these
things governed. Also you and I were not men of means or we would step in.
I talked at length and made clear that any lengthy relocation would be a great detriment as the
guide book and maps were an expense and the distances were in them, and accurate. He has an
open mind, and I think was convinced. I told him great pains and thoro investigation and that
nothing better could be done. He seems to think relocations are perhaps needed. He wants to go
around Rainbow and make it a continuous route. I explained my experience in there and the
impossible terrain. That the idea was to clear the main trail this year for the travel. That I agreed
with him and that either this fall or next spring that I would scout a line if possible from the top
of the height a mile back from the lake and it could no doubt be done in next year’s work. Tom
Dyer said last year that this was the way and possible. If this goes thru and the bridge, these
water jumps will be out.
We talked of many things. Bowdoin, you, and the development of the trail’s beauty. He has
sense of fine and artistic things, and is a big man in every way. He looks something like Fred
Clifford only much finer grained and conditioned man, 53 Stacey says. Wants me to meet his
son who is with an advertising firm in N. Y. I will. He knew the Arnolds. Told me about Boyle,
good man he says, also sure of the impossible things he (Sewall) had to contend with. Told me
of 200 men in camp at Windy Pitch with no foreman or tools to work with. Said the paint
requisition was in, and he hoped for it any day but all one could do was wait. It was a break to
meet him there, for he is hopping all over the State. Stacey wanted to see him too. Brown and I
met briefly. Man about fifty, old lumberman. Genial and friendly. Hope to meet Sewall and
know him better. Two short sleeps, and terrific heat that day didn’t make me feel very snappy.
Stacey went home that night.
I stayed at Togue Ponds. The new road has made a tourist camp of it, and the fire ruined the
surrounding scenery. Had a talk with Crawford. He wants to buy out Tracy and Russell. The
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new road hasn’t been made only about a mile beyond Crawford. Sewall and I met again at
breakfast, and one of the road carts took me to Katahdin C. S. Met Mrs. Pitman there. She has
charge. Fred is in the road. Wonderful place they’ve made there. Hot again. Got to York’s. Glad
to see me. Saw him last in ’27. Nice place there. I had two qts. of paint and markers in pack.
Men are in Gt. N. Camp ¾ m. below York’s. Met Boyle. Husky fellow. Intelligent, about 45, old
lumber operator. Doing a great job in there, almost too good, bridging wet spots, clearing out
view points, rocking up and covering springs, clearing 5 feet each side of the footway. It will be
really a marvelous trail, but I sense one thing, time is of no great value to the C’s. They work,
but only 5 days a week and short hours. Still they work, but feel no rush to get to our objective.
They have about 40 miles to Joe Mary. I went over the map with Boyle, explained what was
ahead. Suggested camp-sites, and how to get supplies in. He and I hit it off. He was anxious to
have my ideas and to cooperate. I made some minor suggestions.
Went to the dam, and we axed the timbers and found most of them surprisingly sound. Boyle
explained his idea of a timber bridge, and I can see if we don’t get the wire, it will be to my mind
practical to put a log bridge. The north side of the dam looks as if it would stand for some years.
It’s heavily rock anchored. The actual water span is 50 feet. With a high ledge on the south
bank to match the dam’s height. Sewall said they had found timber there long enough for the
span. The water is controlled at Rip Dam, so there’s no danger of flood. It would make a xing
for 4 or 5 years anyway. I think however Sewall is a bulldog, he will keep after the wire until he
gets it.
When I went back and got a good boy, high-school lad, serious chap, and taught him how to
paint and put up markers. He was very interested and pleased at being picked. Boyle had a
manual. He read it that night. I feel he is intelligent and will use good judgment. I told him
where it was needed to put in another spot, and if possible to avoid rocks. The granite you
painted there is indistinguishable now. The lumber camp near the road, you marked is to be
burnt down. In fact as I’ve said before it’s wild country and the fact it is an app. trail needs
intensive marking. Your work up there was not at all good in places, and I knew Philbrick and
Lord went through too quickly to do a good job. Your approach to the dam at W. B. is hardly
marked at all, nor is it carried thru York’s Camps. Won’t do in this country. The spots are very
often widely apart and out of sight of each other. Too much hurry I suppose. I’ll pick good boys
and instruct them and the foremen well and think we can correct some of this. I left two qts. of
paint and about 32 markers and nails.
The relocation at the Katahdin State C. Site very poor. I put up 3 markers here, and told the boy
to put some more spots here. I also put up all the signs mailed to York’s except the two for the
mountain that young York 19, a fine lad, said he would put up, as he often took parties up. We
went over the guide book, and he understands thoroly. The Lily-Pad Pond sign does not go up as
York says he is trying to keep his fishing and doesn’t want to denote the trail. He must do these
things. It’s only a local sign. He has made an important relocation and an excellent one at the
Toll dam. Went back to York’s had a good dinner, watched Katahdin for a while, had a good
sleep, reached the road and two boys drove me to Greenville camp where Lieut. Hardy took me
to Sebec. Yesterday, Stacey phoned me. We are to go to Flagstaff tomorrow and Rangeley from
there. Sudden, and I had no time to write Taylor so I telegraphed him today and asked him if
possible to meet me there. The Greenville Crew had a day or so at the camp ground then go into
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camp at Slugundy. Boyle said Sewall had looked over his work, and told him exactly what to do
and some changes to make. That he was particular about the work. Also Sewall has instructed
all in charge to adopt and follow anything I ask them to do. So far I’ve gotten along fine, used
tact, made friends, and been finely treated. We have two good men in MacNeal and Boyle, a lot
is up to the foremen.
That was a fine thing, the resolution the Conference sent me. I appreciate it also the letters that
came from the article, only this publicity should be out of the state. Sewall had read it, most I
meet have, and also the Gulf Hagas article. Borrowed plumbs, your name should have been
there also. Oh, yes. What about painting the trail up Katahdin? Evidently the C. C. C. won’t
work on that. Perhaps you could on your trip, or this boy could be detailed to do it. I wrote
Ralph York. The state is spending $4000 on the Brownville to K. I. W. road, bridge burned out
on R. R. Thinks trucks can get over it. The C’s. must get their supplies in that way. The gas
train cannot come all the way. I try to keep ahead. I’m taking the job seriously allright, one has
to, but I’m damned if I’m ever going to lose my sense of humor. It’s my only salvation. I gave
you all the data for the bill for mailing the signs. I haven’t a duplicate. It was between six and
seven dollars for material and postage, just what it was in cents I can’t remember.
These cans of paint that are coming now are not soldered. I have almost 4 qts. of paint here.
Two are up north, one used. The trail painted from Monson to L. W. Bridge. If I am to be of any
use I must get hardened up. I’m not young. I use judgment and reasons for doing things. I
always get away on the 4th to escape the noise. I waited to see what work they had done from
Monson, and it was silly not to utilize the trip and do the painting, as they had already passed the
L. W. and were working this way. I’ve no intention of doing the painting you forget my telling
you that. When I get back from Flagstaff I’ll get paint into Slugundy and instruct a boy. There’s
quite some judgments in the job. I want some of the spots where possible omitted. They are
very thick in the mtns. and also most of the rocks, where not necessary.
I’ve gotten some good writing paper. You must remember I have a house (two) and meals,
chores, letters and the trail. I have to write hurriedly, time is an inescapable factor. The day I
wrote you I spent the entire day at the desk, finishing at seven. I have many other letters to write.
When I get back they are piled up waiting. Ask Mrs. Avery some time what running a house
means. Even now I should be doing other things but I don’t see how I can escape putting all that
is here down if I’m to keep you completely posted. I see nothing I can omit. It’s growing bigger.
I’ll do the best I can. I’ve tried to write plainly here but it takes much time. And will you not be
so “Sot”. I told you Hazlehurst got the wrong idea. I was tired but within myself. That’s all I
need. Stop worrying about me old fellow. I know—you think of 33. That will not come again.
It was an emergency. Joe Mary Mtn., and Gulf Hagas were not mistakes, the latter as I said had
been a tremendous help to the trail, will be more if this road is made passable and the trail will be
painted this year. It was only painted in ’33, and the spots with few exceptions are still good. If
you only were on the ground and could see, you would realize “not” is not the word to use about
using my head. It buzzes at times but seems to function allright. Trouble is you are far away and
it’s hard to get it all clearly to you.
I suppose you will get the paint for south of Blanchard to Taylor for the camps there. Shouldn’t
he instruct the boys there? I want to be very careful in his case. It’s going to take much paint. I
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hope they get it soon. I know the situation of the wardens up here. It has always puzzled me
how Taylor was able to take all this time. They are supposed to work at as wardens every day
and long hours. It occurred to me that Stobie in his side-stepping manner maybe gave him an
indirect permission to do all this, and asked him to keep it quiet or implied it. He gave Whitten a
very vague permission to go with me. Perhaps that is why he is sore. Maybe if he got Taylor
detailed (of course consulting him first) and this was so, it would enable us to placate Stobie.
We want to win him over. Again, I say no game warden can take this time without some
permission. Perhaps I’m wrong but I’m trying to reason it out. Seems strange to me. If he was
on the trail job alone it would be a big gain for us, and Stobie committed himself he would help
us that way.
I’ll write Berry. I’ll take care of the truckman first chance I get tomorrow. Hope the blue paint
gets here for the B.-C. work. Send what white and blue you can on. From what I hear I need a
little preliminary conditioning. Hope to tackle the Moxie job. That will have to wait awhile. I
hope I can manage it in August. I only hope I can follow their spots. I must figure out ahead
getting paint into York’s, when this crew gets over there. I have some important things to say
about this shelter thing when I come back. No time now, anything you want me to do with
Sawyer’s acct. of his trip. The shears I sent is the one with lost nut. I have the copy of Sawyer’s
map. Axe No. 986. Sewall’s sending of Reed indicative of him. I think Boyle said there was no
one at the camp in the W.B. All---Take it easy. You show signs of strain. The heat there must
be awful, usually is hell. There are limitations you know.
Walter
Relocations: When trail reaches outlet Prescott, it Xs stream directly and at a slight angle hits
into trail which Xed further up. (This saves taking out several big deadfalls, avoids a knoll, and is
much better and more level travelling.)
Relocation near Dish Pan Brook is not in guide book. It skirts the bottom of that steep spruce
knoll is over good going, and saved a great deal of bushing. It comes into trail again where it Xs
Dish Pan Brook.
Boyle has cleared out the west end of the toll dam on Sourdehunk and built a flight of steps
down from the dam. Good going, the trail turns directly left at the west end of the dam. Does
not go back up stream and come over the knoll. We removed spots on old trail.
Correction on map--E. B. near Rocky Pond is Horse-race Pond. The two small ponds Clifford etc.
are very close to the Rainbow, too far north now.
York Junior said one of the Kat. lean-tos was on wrong side of trail.
July 16, 1935. Ronald Gower to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
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Enclosed please find copy of my letter to Mr. Guernsey. Thank you for taking up cudgels in our
behalf at the same time. Perhaps this will develop into blanket permission for all users of the AT
who have a note from someone whom he recognizes as being O.K.
Chas. Warner, Mrs. G. and our son Robt. climbed Bigelow last Sunday, up the AT and down
Parsons. The preceding day 200 women of various New England posts of the D. A. R. dedicated
a bronze tablet to the memory of Colonel (Major in “Arundel”) Timothy Bigelow. This is affixed
to a large boulder on the right side (NE) of the road which forms the beginning of the Parsons
Trail, just about 50 ft. in from Route 16. Mr. H. L. Tague, the new proprietor of the Arnold Trail
inn, fed them all at dinner.
We found the AT in good shape. A misprint on p. 18 of the Supplement had us guessing. In the
paragraph describing the Forest Service Tower, it reads “5.62 m.” when you intended “4.62”.
Met Blackwell on duty in the tower. [Avery marginal note.]{Corrected on work copy Jul. 25.}
July 17, 1935. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Just a line to say that we are still interested in the A.T., but so scattered for the summer that we
are useless until Sept. I am tied up with a boy’s camp at Jefferson, Me. and am leaving next
Wed. for a three weeks canoe trip on the Allagash. If, by the 1st week in Sept., there is anything
left that we can do, I think I can get three or four fellows together at that time.
Have you thought of locating the trail over C Pond Bluff, instead of by the foot of Moody Mt. in
Andover? Looking west from the saddle between Blue and Elephant, the Bluff is by far the most
impressive elevation for many miles, and the view from the top is excellent. (You will recall the
panorama set of photos I sent to you, taken from C Pond Bluff). Now that the C.C.C. are cutting
the trail, it might be a good thing for Mr. Reed to investigate the feasibility of this route, which,
in some respects would be more direct than the one which I mapped out: the latter is quite
crooked in order to use available trails around Moody Mt. and by Geo. Learned’s Camp to
Surplus Pond.
{Copy Greene, Helon Taylor, C. Granville Reed, James W. Sewall}
July 18, 1935. Wesleysmith, Aeronautical Engineering Co., to MATC
Aeronautical Engineering Company
2109 Water St., S.W., Washington, D.C.
in account with
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
700 Copies—Map of Appalachian Trail—Maine to Saddleback
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(500 Copies to be run again by Aeronautical Engineering Co. at its expense on thinner paper)
$19.50
July 20, 1935.
Aeronautical Engineering Company
in account with
Appalachian Trail Conference
700 Copies of White Cap Map
Received payment

$22.00

July 20, 1935.
Aeronautical Engineering Company
in account with
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club
700 Copies Old Rag Map

$22.00

July 20, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
I am quoting below an extract from a letter from Mr. Stubbs, of which I am enclosing a number
of copies, with the suggestion that you will wish to send the letter on to Mr. Reed:
“Mr. King, of the Brown Company, is supporting the work of the Trail. He suggests, however,
that in the vicinity of Elephant Mountain, Old Blue, and “C” Pond, that the location of the Trail
be confined as much as possible to hardwood ridges and scrub growth along the ridges, where
there has not been any operating for lumber, and where there will be no prospects of any
operations in the future. This will mean easier maintenance in the future. I think this is a good
suggestion, and a move in the interest of fire protection. Inasmuch as this Trail is being located
on land which is owned, either in whole or in part, by the Brown Company, we should give
consideration to their recommendations.”
{Copy sent Greene}
July 22, 1935. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [10-page hand-written]
Dear Myron:
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Enclosed check for 2.40 from Mr. Davidson, N. Y. lawyer owner of camp here, who is thinking
of taking his sons over the trail. I had the stuff and as he wanted to go soon and study it over I
let him have it. The extra 10¢ he contributed. He has sent to Wash. for the White-cap map. The
two boxes of paint came. I gave three white and two blue cans to MacNeal together with 5
Barren Mt. signs, 50 markers, nails etc. to haul in. They go into tents at Slugundy dam today.
MacNeal and Mrs. McN. were down to see me yesterday. With the G. B. and B. C. map we
went over every thing and he understands what’s ahead. I have planned it for him as far as
Whitecap which I figure on the south side. His camp should be at site of old depot camps. I
enclose letter from P. M. at Katahdin Iron Works. This will help get their supplies and paint in.
The supply man at Flagstaff told me the paint had come thru. Was at Augusty and by the 24th
they were informed two gallons would reach them. This should apply to all the camps, so that
ought to solve the paint question. Taylor gave Savage some while I was there for the Flagstaff
crew. He has some how much I don’t know. Also markers. I hope he instructs a boy. He goes
to the Sporting Annual at Maranacook for 2 weeks he said right soon. Now I guess. One of 5
wardens. I’ll write Savage (in case Taylor might not have done so) about boy and painting and
markers also Viles. Hope they get some markers from Taylor before he goes away. I’ve got
nearly 4 qts. of white and two of blue here now, and about 150 markers. I will have to figure
soon on signs going up, and my getting galvanized nails (You can’t get them around here.) and
mailing them into camps. I’ve been using the 10d nails I’ve had for markers, but they are not
enough.
I was up at 5 Wed. a.m. Stacey came and we had a long drive to Flagstaff. Hot day. Beautiful
country and farms. It was an education to see this country. The mtns. are magnificent. Bigelow
especially when you are that close. Nice camps and people. Savage man about 35 active and
smart. Was a foreman there until last May then made Supt. Must be good. Pleasant. We hit it
off. I’ve approached these people from the right angle. I know types. Also Foreman Viles, man
in 50s related to Supt. Viles. Old lumberman, fine type. They are working way up to the Horns.
Savage said it was just a job to him until he went up and looked at the work. It was magnificent
he said and it made him keen for it and he’s strong for making a fine job. I saw some of the
Sugar Loaf trail. He has 40 or 50 men at work. No other work so he put them on this. May
have to climb 4 miles to work; I feel this man will do a fine job. Down there they realize its
local value also, especially because of Rangeley’s summer resort. We went all over every thing.
He was anxious too.
Taylor came down that night. I had wired him Tuesday. Stacey called me Monday and said we
were going Wed., no time to write. I’m glad I didn’t miss meeting him. What a type and what a
man this fellow is. What a break we got in his acquisition, as I looked at those mts. and the
distance from Katahdin I thot what a nerve we had to attempt such a thing on a shoestring. Yet
now the help has come. We talked that evening. He had his Geo. quad. maps and we went over
it together, and he told me of his plans. He is going ahead to complete the scouting and spotting
where he left off, when he returns. No doubt he will inform you. He has had help from Wing
and two or three others. He wants them in the Maine App. Club. You’ll hear from him. I saw
him again in the morning when he brought some paint down. This fellow has a mind above the
average and what a magnificent figure of a man he is in his uniform. I told him I wanted a snap
of him and told Savage to get it for me. He said he would. We can use it. We can’t give this man
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too much. I think he liked me and I wish I could see more of him. His father lives in Blanchard.
Stacy was born there, McNeal is from Detroit originally.
I stayed at the camp, unit [?]. Between the mosquitoes and the noise I had little sleep, and the
food is not bad, but not the kind I can eat. My stomach needs care. I’m not good the next day,
and I do not want to go thru these hardships. Too old. However I may not have to anymore. I’ve
been to them all. Savage drove me to Rangeley. Viles, old lumberman 60, pleasant and efficient.
Was anxious and glad to see me. Said he hadn’t a clear idea of how the App. Trail should be cut,
and he would be glad to have my help. We drove to the side trail he has made to Piazza Rock.
Remarkable place, caves, waterfalls, etc. Built fine camp ground and shelter there. He puts his
spots too low, and does not cut the bushes back. I told him how they were building up north,
was tactful and he is anxious to do a good job I’m sure. I don’t think this camp has done much
yet. They take it from Saddleback. I believe are going into tents now. No doubt Taylor will
keep you informed of this. Viles has no paint or markers. It will come. Taylor should take this
up with him and have a boy instructed in each camp. I did not have time to reach the crews.
Stacy had to get back. We only had two days down there.
I have met every body now. I don’t want to be effusive, but I’ve met nothing everywhere but a
friendly spirit and cooperation. They seem to like the work, its idea, and seem to see what it
means to the state, and I pressed this idea where I could. There seems to be a spirit back of this
that’s good and I can say that for myself that I’ve fitted in and seemed to make friends and to be
accepted. That’s a real value, for it helps the whole project, and I suppose they look on me as the
App. Trail Conference representative and were figuring what I would be like and was like.
Tomorrow the Davidsons are going to drive me to Bodfish, and I’m taking a few things to the
boys on my own hook, some old pulp magazines, cards, candy etc. This Greenville crew is a
fine lot of boys. They are proud of their job, of being picked, and swagger around their camp as
the A. T. crew.
I was up early again Friday. They were to go thru from Monson to Blanchard that day. McNeal
picked me up. I got a good boy, intelligent, graduate of Bangor High. Name of Hass. I had a qt.
of paint and markers. We went thru together and he will do finely. Takes it very seriously as the
other boy did. You ought to see this crew work, and everything flies. They only had the day on
this. They got the job done as far as the farm near the R.R. by 2:15 o’clock. Hass and I made a
good job and this section needed some more marking. Had bushed up. We followed the old line
thru the cuttings. (qt. just made it into B.) Mac and I looked for a new one, but the time was
limited and they sure made a wide trail thru those cuttings. All the bushes out, wet places filled,
well marked. It will do until I get in some time and have time. I marked it much more plainly
and put the arrows up. I called at Simpson’s (truckman in Monson) house. He was out. Talked
with his wife. Told her the situation, for him to write you. Gower wrote him and she said
Simpson had answered and made arrangements. I don’t know when I can get to Monson now. I
will see, of course if I get over. I’ll stop at Bodfish tomorrow and see what I can find out for
Gower. Elwood Lord and his folks were in to see me here yesterday. Nice people. We talked
over Moxie Bald. He may go with me. Thursday I’m going into the Notch camp for a few days.
Look out their 2nd and 3rd camp grounds, go up on Barren spur and the others and straighten out
some of the zig-zags I had to make around dead falls and see just what is ahead of MacN. there.
He will be at Slugundy probably all week.
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Heavy thunderstorm tonight, guess they got initiated in camp. I want to drop down to York’s for
a day and look at the Gulf. This is our chance to complete it. Get the trees cut that obstruct the
views. We may not have another. It’s far from complete, altho they won’t have much work on
the trails. I made good ones. This seems the most useful thing I can do now. This crew I know
works well and poor MacN. wants to get to Joe Mary this season. All the help I can give him to
do so is necessary. Next year who can tell. I want to see York and see if he will help them get
their supplies in. They are a long way there from their base.
I’ve been writing this in installments. These are hectic days. I’m wondering if Taylor has
brushes. Mine are gone. Will get a couple when I get to town. I am not sure they [?] the
situation at Rangeley as to painting. I’m writing Viles a note and sending him a manual. Don’t
think he has one. I don’t want to infringe on Taylor down there but he is going away for two
weeks. This will be all. Will try to write you a note tomorrow.
That’s great news about the Sportsman’s Show. Great. That’s what we need now publicity. Put
the axe and shears I sent on exhibition. Their condition and history are worth it, and know a
little of the publicity game being in the theatre. I know nothing of any tag on the new axe you
sent. I sent the number stamped on the axe. Wish I could get a washer. These shears need it.
The new one is too tight in action, but I’m not likely to use it this summer. We must get a
picture of Taylor if you have an exhibit. He will make a good and striking figure and deserves it.
I still believe my hunch is good. If he was willing to be detailed, he could accomplish much.
Don’t you see if Stobie consented, it brings him in favorably. We have got to win him over and
if we could give him some credit for help, it may be what he wants and is sore about. There’s no
harm trying if Taylor is willing. I think he stands well. He is one of 5 wardens to go to the show.
He’s an expert with the revolver. The Piscat. Observer just published the article. Sent me several
copies. Lots of comment around here. It wasn’t too long after all, and seems to have gone over.
Got the Moxie signs. Hell! Good night.
July 22, 1935. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
There is not much to report this time but thought I would drop you a line. I met Mr. Walter D.
Green last Wed. evening at Flagstaff C. C. C. Camp and had a fine talk with him. He is a very
interesting man and very much interested in the AT. My work seems very small beside what he
has done.
Mr. Savage has two crews working on the trail now. One on Bigelow between the Horns and the
tower. The other on the blue side trail from Pierce Pond to the Carries and out to Dead River.
The Bigelow crew works out from the main camp and will start on Sugarloaf as soon as they get
done on Bigelow. I gave Mr. Savage 2 quarts of white and one quart of blue paint to carry them
over until they get some. It may make me short on the Sugarloaf to Saddleback section and I
have no more blue, I have the side trails on Bigelow all painted in good shape. The North Horn
and all. All there is now is the Long Falls trail (about 1/2 mile) to use blue paint on.
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I am laid up with a sprained ankle right now and day after tomorrow I am going to the
Sportsmans Rendezvous at Maranacook Lake. I will be there until Aug. 5th so will not get any
more done on the AT until Aug. some time. Viles Wing said he would help me from Sugarloaf to
Saddleback. I will keep well ahead of the C. C. C. anyway.
I would suggest Viles Wing, Frank Phillips and C. Lloyd Smart as members of our Appalachian
Club in Maine. They have each given two or three days of hard work and are willing to give
more when the time comes.
I have not yet received the signs. I will not get to put them up until after Aug. 5th anyway.
July 22, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
Thank you very much for your letter of July 15th. This arrangement will be very helpful to me.
I have written a preliminary letter to Mr. Abbott and shall write him again when I know
definitely just when I am making the trip.
I have passed on to Mr. Sewall, to send to Mr. Reed, the suggestion made by Mr. King as to the
trail location. I thought that you would want to tell Mr. King that Mr. Reed has received this
instruction and we expect him to be guided accordingly. This should please Mr. King.
Again thanking you for keeping me informed of developments in the state.
July 22, 1935. Myron Avery to C. Lee Abbott, Deputy Fire Warden, Upton, Maine
Dear Mr. Abbott:
I have had some correspondence with Forest Supervisor Stubbs in connection with a trip which I
want to make from Gorham to Grafton Notch over the A.M.C. Trail, in order to see the
connection with the projected trail from Saddleback to Grafton Notch, which, as you probably
know, is being constructed by the C.C.C. Camps. Mr. Stubbs has written me that he has taken the
matter up with Chief Warden King and that he had told Mr. Stubbs that unless dry weather
prohibits he would be glad to have you meet me in Grafton Notch and take me to Bethel or some
other convenient point. I expect to make this trip during the next month, leaving Gorham on a
Saturday morning and arriving at Grafton Notch early Sunday. 1 have to check up on the trains
to make sure that there is a Sunday train which will take me back to Boston, via Portland. Mr.
Stubbs suggested that when I reach Old Speck, I could telephone you. I shall be most grateful for
the offered assistance and my thought in writing you now is to acquaint you with my intention
and to say that when I definitely decide to make the trip, I will write you as to the exact time. If
you have any suggestions as to the best train connection back from Grafton Notch on late Sunday,
I would appreciate that also.
July 22, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
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Dear Mr. Sewall:
I am replying to your letters of July 11th and 15th. I am very glad that Mr. Greene had an
opportunity to talk with you. I have urged him to see that the Millinocket crew was instructed in
the method of painting so that the crew would be self-sufficient in its work. It is quite a ways
from Sebec Lake to Millinocket and it may not be convenient to make a second trip for this
purpose. I have sent him enough paint to supply the deficiency until the order put in by the
C.C.C. Camps is received.
I have read with much interest what you have to say about the Sourdnahunk conditions. As the
main cable would require 750 feet, at a cost of about $58.00 per 100 feet, and as this figure does
not include the remaining wire, etc., which will be necessary, I have the feeling that considerable
difficulty will be encountered in putting across a cable bridge, which would be the most desirable
and permanent type of structure . The limitations on the C.C.C. funds, of which you have written,
would seem to indicate that unless your talk with the Governor brings some results, the expense
is too great. There is, of course, no possibility of raising this sum by contributions. The other
plan which you have in mind, to build a log bridge, even if it did not last for more than 4 or 6
years, would be a temporary solution of the problem and infinitely better than nothing. I am sure
that, if it proves necessary, I can raise the $30.00 required for the cost of the team for the 6 days
If you are unable to get this from E.C.W. You will appreciate that, in view of the many other
uses for moneys on the Maine work, we would rather not do this except as a last resort, but if it
becomes necessary you can count on our getting this within a couple of weeks.
I judge from your letter that the Millinocket crew has worked over the trail from the
Sourdnahunk tote-road to the West Branch and I am much pleased to note that you plan to have a
special crew do the bridge work so as not to hold up the trail work.
I have sent to you, under separate cover, 6 copies of a large map showing the trail route from
Katahdin to Saddleback.
{Copy Greene}
July 23, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert T. Moore
Dear Mr. Moore:
I have your letter of July 15th. I regret we do not have an opportunity to discuss this matter orally.
for it seems that each time we apparently reach an understanding, a diverging point of view crops
up. As you know, this is not an Appalachian Mountain Club project, but a project of the
Appalachian Trail Conference which is an association of outing clubs in the east and of which
the Appalachian Mountain Club is a member. Directly, however. that very powerful and wellknown organization has no more supervision than any other constituent club.
I had thought we had made some progress in developing the authorities on this question. For my
part, I certainly had no intention of attempting to settle - even in my own mind - the better usage.
I considered the footnote a very excellent statement of the question and this statement met with
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your approval. I had thought that our letters were designed to try and develop as much data as
possible on the issue, rather than assuming different sides of a controversy. You will recall the
result was to more or less discard the story of the Scotchman who named the mountain for his
native land. I have a very proper deference for the views of Mrs. Eckstorm, because of her
unquestioned standing as an author, on matters of Maine history and nomenclature. It was
necessary to use some name. This Guidebook reference - which states both names - certainly
does not fix the nomenclature or even represent the Conference’s views. Its business is to build
trails, not solve nomenclature problems. The reference was incidental. Hence, we would be
going afield if we attempted to intrude into such questions. Appreciating the value placed in
academic circles upon individual liberty and freedom of thought, I certainly did not construe the
granting of permission to mark the side trail to Boarstone as any return for our agreeing to accept
a form of the word as to which we might have mental reservations. There was certainly no
suggestion of this arrangement in our correspondence.
I suggested to you, and I again urge, that you take the matter up with the Geographic Board. Its
decisions will be final and will fix the nomenclature. All organizations and authorities will
follow it. As the owner, you are in a position to bring forward the matter and set forth impartially
the data on the various usages. You will understand why it is proper for you to do this and not us.
If you want to establish “Borestone”, here is an opportunity which you should not overlook.
I hope I have made clear that, for my part, I was not adopting one form or the other, but merely
setting forth, as an incidental matter, the question at issue.
July 23, 1935. Myron Avery to F. E. Cousins, Portland Press Herald
Gentlemen:
I am enclosing a map of the entire Trail, recently issued by the Trail conference, which may be
of some assistance to whoever writes the notes on the series of pictures along the Appalachian
trail.
You will recall that I wrote you on July 5th, asking if you could not return to me the series of 42
pictures which I sent in this connection. You were to make use of 18, and as a number of them
have already appeared, I assume that the cuts have been made. My purpose in following up the
matter is to avoid having the pictures mislaid through the lapse of time. I would very much
appreciate your attending to the matter.
July 23, 1935. Myron Avery to Shenandoah Publishing House
Gentlemen:
As per our agreement, you are holding the type on the Maine Guidebook. I would like to
ascertain what would be the cost of a reprint, we furnishing maps, of 200 copies, omitting pages
52 to 69, as to which we have already told you that the type should be destroyed.
Will you kindly quote the cost of 500 cards made in accordance with the enclosed draft?
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July 23, 1935. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
I have received a notice of the Guides’ Exhibition to be held in late July at Lake Maranacook. It
occurred to me that if we had had sufficient information, it would have been very desirable to
have had an exhibit covering the Appalachian Trail in Maine. Our maps are of interest and value
to hunters and fishermen, apart from hikers, as they relate to a section for which there are no
adequate maps. For this reason, the exhibit might be very timely.
It has occurred to me that either the Publicity Bureau or the Maine Development Commission
would have come sort of an exhibit. If so, it would be possible for us to send to you guidebooks,
maps and other data to be included.
It seems to me that the Trail Club trip over the Appalachian Trail in Maine will be an excellent
thing for some newspaper in Portland to make a story of. We will be going through there on
August 23rd and you might think it good publicity to have some of your newspaper friends make
use of the opportunity.
cc Greene
July 23, 1935. Robert Haynes to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I owe you a word of explanation. Colonel Carroll J. Swan who owned and published the
Almanac for the last three years died very suddenly last March. He was an uncle to Mrs. Haynes,
and his household and mine have always been very close to each other, and ever since he
acquired the book he and I have worked together on it. We put in a lot of work and had a great
time. He called me his Associate Editor and he let me go ahead and get whatever I wanted for
articles. He and I would get together and talk things over and read proof, or do anything and
everything on the little old book.
As you may know, Colonel Swan was quite a prominent man here in Boston. He was in the
advertising business, representing in New England the New York Herald Tribune, the
Philadelphia Public Ledger, and other important papers.
After his death I advised Mrs. Swan who has been ill herself, to get rid of all her business,
including the Almanac. I was perfectly aware that several parties were interested in it, but it
began to look to me as though no definite arrangements would be made with anyone for taking it
over, and not daring to wait any longer I finally went right ahead getting my stuff together. Then
arrangements were made with Little, Brown and Company whereby that concern takes over the
publishing right and all responsibility for getting out the book, giving Mrs. Swan a rental fee for
a period of years. I had it in my mind to write you of the change, but I was waiting until I should
know just what shape the plans of the new publishers would take; whether or not they would
want the material that I had already turned in, and that which is coming. I did not know that Mr.
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Scaife was writing to you, and was informed of it while I was away on a short vacation. I have,
however, now returned and have had a conference with Mr. Scaife, so that I know now how
things stand.
Mr. Scaife does want the material that I have turned in and that I have arranged for, including
your article, and I am continuing to help on the coming 1936 edition. I do not know now whether
my connection with the book will continue beyond that, but I doubt if it does. I hope that you
will still be willing to send your article along, as it would be a help to me. We plan to use,
together with your material, articles by Ben Ames Williams, by Judge L. B. Deasy, by A. C.
Cline of the Harvard Forest, by Mr. Pyle of the University of Maine, a poem by Professor Robert
Hillyer of Harvard, and other material, all of which I myself had arranged for before Little,
Brown and Company took it over. I certainly am as interested as ever in having your article come
along.
1 want to say that I am tickled to pieces with your letter to Little, Brown and Company. While
everything has gone along smoothly between me and them your letter hit just the right spot with
me, and I am sure it did me a good turn. I am more indebted to you than ever, and if something
happens to come along that I could do for you please command me. Drop in and see me if you
get a chance.
July 24, 1935. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [9 page hand-written]
Dear Myron:
The enclosed explains itself. Please take it seriously. I do very much so. If this trail hurts these
people instead of helping them. Well!—There’s danger in the situation. I know you can handle it,
and Mr. Sewall if it is put to him tactfully I’m sure will see it. Boyle showed me his map with
these camp-sites marked on it. I believe he has orders to make them, as he is coming down why
it’s well to move quickly. I’ve phrased the letter as I have because I think it wise to send this
letter of mine to Sewall when you write. Not as at my request, but as your own idea. I think
everything I’ve written is true, and that it would come to pass if they go in. I’m going up to the
Notch tomorrow. This trip is very necessary as I’ll explain and report when I get back. No time
now.
I was up to Slugundy Dam yesterday afternoon. A man Gilbert is putting in a saw-mill just this
side of Vaughan Stream. Hardwood. They have fixed the road up from Bodfish to the mill. Also
cut those alders if you remember. 30 ft. on each side. It’s a wide good road. Grass gone, but
they wiped out the blazes. I must go in when I come back, re-spot and paint. Saw Mrs. Drew
and Harry. They can handle Gower O.K. I’ve written him. The boys have a nice camp. Doing
good work. They have a wonderful wide trail up to the ledges. Also part of the L. P. road. They
expect to be thru Sat. go to copper plate [USGS marker on summit of Barren Mt.]. Move Sunday.
Wish you could see this work. I can’t get over the care and firmness of it. This is a great crew
of boys, with the spirit of a foot-ball team.
Now Myron in regard to the funds here, I am handling it as usual, and there is no time to go into
figures. I have counted on coming out in the end with some of this left, but there are two months
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ahead yet. I wish you could let this alone so I can feel there is a reserve sufficient for any
emergencies and that I would not go thru any more hell as to finances. As I say I’ll do my best
you know that and feel there will be a balance at the end. Then that could be applied to the
bridges money. The bulk of my work isn’t over, and as I explained I can’t draw on myself. I’m
even charging postage outside of all our own correspondence which I’ve always drawn from my
own means. Don’t think I don’t understand your grief. I cussed when I saw Sewall had us in the
spot up there. In a tactful way I gave him a clear idea of our struggle and the financial set-up
with the Conference, and ourselves personally. If he puts in the log bridge, we will have to help
or else look bad and 30.00 is getting off easy. I looked it over. A log bridge will go, I’m sure,
until they get a real one, some years. It’s necessary and better than nothing. Maybe the
Governor will come thru at 80 or 100—it should be around 500.00, that 80.
I have plans for Aug. and Sept., good ones, necessary ones. I haven’t time now to tell you when
I come back. Next year is another. I count on this. No doubt it’s allright next year, but who can
tell. Gov’t stuff. I want all done this year we can get. So let this fund alone if you can. You
know me. I’ll do as always. Count the pennies. But no one can tell what is ahead, and if it’s
needed, and it isn’t here, I come to a dead wall. I’m using judgment in everything. I’m here. I’m
not infallible but I always look ahead. I’m on the ground and see everything going on as a whole.
It’s not easy always to go into reasons. The writing is the toughest job of all, but I can only do it
my way, and I want you to see it, and keep you posted about everything. I know you are going
too hard in the heat there, but this thing grows, and the load of course gets heavier. I feel the
State will take it over sooner than we think. The C. C. C. thing makes that a necessity they can’t
dodge. All we need for that is some real publicity and that is coming. Must get to bed. Have to
be up early.
[Notes at end of letter:]
This crowd I feel will finish to Joe Mary or damned near it.
Don’t fail me in this camp site thing.
When they get to Clifford’s I want to go in from Rip road for a day. Check up painting etc. I’ve
written Boyle to let me know.
July 24, 1935. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [5 pages Hand-written enclosed with previous]
Dear Myron:
I’ve made the report which no doubt you have by this time, regarding the trip to Flagstaff and
Rangeley. I’ve been trying for time to write of an angle here that worries me. It’s the camp-site
proposition. I rather you would take this up with Mr. Sewall. I have been over this with you last
winter. I believe in the State camp-sites, but not in the back country contiguous to sporting
camps. These people I know well, and they have told me much of their situation and struggle to
survive these past years. They have to pay taxes and licenses for a number of things. The State I
think owes them protection. Their property represents quite an investment. They are dependent
on the fishing and hunting in their territory. The trail has helped them considerably and I believe
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it will help them more. They welcomed it and have cooperated, but if public camp sites are built
on their lakes, it won’t be long before their fishing and hunting will be wiped out. If the people
in towns near know a comfortable refuge for them has been built, and it is publicized, I know
they will flock in. Now I don’t dispute the right of anyone to fish and hunt but if the job to get in
is strenuous and the load heavy it minimizes the number. There is an angle that offsets any gain
from a camp-site. All these roads of late years have practically wiped out most of the fishing and
hunting to a wide extent in the regions they penetrate. The best fishing and hunting is back from
the roads at these camps. The idea is to bring sportsmen to spend money in the state. If they go
to regions and fail to obtain fish or game they return home disappointed, do not return, and are a
bad advertisement for the state. These camps will be completely sunk then and they have
families to take care of.
I’m referring principally to Rainbow, Nahmakanta and Joe Mary, fine territory and nice camps.
They have already as I know suffered some from proximity to Millinockett and Greenville. In
the former, mill-workers have had shifts that give them two days freedom. they’ve crossed
Pemadumcook and gone in back. Joe MacDonald of the White-House camps on Nahmakanta
Stream told me he saw one Millinocket man come out from 3rd Debsconeag with 30 odd Togue
all over two lbs. They load up and pay no attention to the laws. If these camp owners find the
trail has injured their territory I’m afraid it will raise a serious difficulty with its future. We need
their cooperation and help. I would personally feel very badly indeed to know I had even
unwittingly done them any damage. They are all good people, and I have a very friendly feeling
for them, and a sympathy for their troubles.
I think a camp-site and shelters on the West Branch Penobscot, Rainbow dam (this land there is
Clark’s and alongside his private camp, we cross it with the Trail), Nahmakanta Dam or Mahar
Camp-ground (which is close to McDonald’s and would be a base for all that country) would do
serious harm. I’ve told you of Mr. Sewall. I found him a splendid man with a fine mind, and
fortunately an open one, for in our talk he could see both sides of a question. The Camp-site
matter was not spoken of however. I feel sure if you put before him these facts, that he will see
that any possible gain would be greatly offset by the harm. Where the trail approaches the auto
roads or where there could be no ill-result, I believe they are a great asset. The C.C.C.’s have
done a great job improving the Little Wilson Camp-site. That is much used, the falls and gorge
on the trail much visited. I wish you would take hold of this at once and write Mr. Sewall. Was
into Slugundy Dam yesterday, the Greenville boys are tenting there. Doing a great job. Will
write you tomorrow. Best to you.
This letter is sort of a mess, but I’m rushed as usual.
It’s significant that Bill Dore of Long Pond and Drew of Bodfish Valley Camp are worried about
this and have questioned me about it.
July 24, 1935. Henry E. Childs, Rumford, R. I., to Myron Avery
My dear Myron:
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During the past two weeks Mrs. Childs and I have been on a rolling rampage. By boat to
Yarmouth driving through Nova Scotia and back by New Brunswick with a couple of minor
detours: Millinocket , York’s and Greenville; Dixville Notch, Quebec, and the 1935 August
Camp.
You are probably familiar with the following comments based on my casual observation or the
chatter with others
1. "How’s the road?" Opinions vary. My wife thought it most horrifying while I found it to be
entirely safe and readily passable. The eight miles from the fork of the Sandy Stream and
Sourdnahunk Tote Roads almost to the foot of the Hunt Trail is free from rocks that would
damage a crank case. There are no washouts, no bad bridges, and plenty of room for one car.
No turn-outs of any importance have been installed yet. Some gravel was apparently added last
year.
The next section has been gravel-covered recently. Work is going on rebuilding small bridges
and providing frequent turn-outs.
2. We called at York's and left a note of greeting to the Patsies. (There is nothing effeminate
about that nickname! Ask any Patrick.)
3. The Entrance to Abol Trail is now marked with big signs.
4. I did not notice anything at the old location of the Hunt trail to indicate its existence or
relocation. I was chiefly concerned with the road.
5. The man at the new entrance of the Hunt Trail could not tell me how high the new trail
follows the north bank and insisted that I ought to find it on a road map of Maine which he
wanted to give me!
Someone in Greenville quoted young York as saying that the new trail went to Katahdin Falls,
omitted three sand hills and came out at the cave.
I suppose that it goes up to the fork entering from the south, gives a distant view of the big falls
or a close view of some small falls and then follows the stream to the old location of the trail
below the cave.
The man at the entrance should be better posted.
The lady was too nervous to be left so that I did not get in a climb.
6. Beyond Slide Dam we had lunch on shelving rock of the stream bed where there is a chute and
just before going through a bar way. What is its name, please?
7. Apparently, no permits are needed to cross Ripogenus Dam coming from Millinocket. At the
other end we registered. The gate is open 6. A.M. to 6 P.M. only.
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8. There is a public camp site on a pond (Frost ?) before getting to Chesuncook which is not
marked on the newest Maine map.
9. August Camp plans to go to Katahdin Iron Works some summer soon. I was told in Greenville
that the road in from the south is impassable, that a road from the Kokadjo direction had been
started and stopped, and that another from Greenville was being started by the CCC. A gas car
on the rails is the only way to transport supplies in and that arrangements must be made with the
B & A for that. Have you further dope on that road construction?
10. The trail on Squaw could be run on skis for most of the distance before the "stairs" are
reached; a series of stone steps placed by the CCC. Saw a shoulder of Old Speck over
Saddleback. Took a day off and found a youngster who has been climbing mountains since he
was l8 months old. He is now 13 years. Stewart Pollard, son of an army captain with a summer
home in Greenville.
12. Got a kick out of riding over the AT through Monson.
13. The ranger {Dan (?) Wight} on Old Speck is son of Lon Wight. He expects you about
August 1st. Lon is the local Rotary Club intact; member of state legislature , runs a small mill,
and actively interested in mountains, the AT, and what mountaineers can do for Grafton Notch.
He took me out in 1927 to see hidden ledges etc. He has scouted and probably done some
clearing more recently on a trail up Baldpate which starts in the meadow just below his house
(marked on AMC map is location of house.) He would like AT trail to come off Speck, take in
Screw Auger Falls, and swing up Baldpate by his route.
My notion is that a northern approach to Baldpate would be more directly in the line you wish
but it would probably be a steeper yank for a man with pack than Lon's Route. Possibly a new
trail over Slide Mt and out the col there toward Grafton Notch would be a desirable circuit. That
should give a nice view down the Bull Branch toward Ketchum and the Sunday River valley.
(These names are from memory and may be inaccurate.) A new trail for the northern route might
go out over the northern shoulder of Speck where there are some ledges but would probably drop
very steeply to the road.
14. Got acquainted with Pinus banksiana while coming through New Brunswick.
There is plenty of ammunition for further personal piffle but that can be postponed.
If you would care to drop in on August Camp location before going over the Mahoosucs, we
should be glad to have you. It is a few hundred yards in from the road on Lowe's Path, I'll get up
there a little before camp opens but possibly not soon enough to match your schedule. George is
building dams now.
July 24, 1935. W. K. Cooley, Shenandoah Publishing House, to Myron Avery
Gentlemen:
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We have your valued inquiry and are pleased to quote you on the printing desired as follows:
200 Copies Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, to contain 60 inside and 4 cover pages,
pages 52 to 69 as in first edition to be omitted, remainder of type to be unchanged from forms
which we are now holding, inside pages printed black ink throughout on 50-pound white M. F.
Book as formerly, cover pages on medium weight Ranger Cover stock, you to select color,
stapled saddleback style, we to tip in two maps as in first edition to be furnished by you....$41.75
500 Cards, size 3 ¼ x 5 ½ inches, printed black ink one side as per sample submitted on 140pound white Index Bristol…………………………………………………………………….$4.50
July 25, 1935. Frank L. Brown, Superintendent, C.C.C. Camp No. 61-P, Millinocket, to
Walter Greene
Dear Mr. Greene:
Yesterday Mr. Boyle turned over to me a letter from you which was very interesting. I have been
down over the trail and I would say that Mr. Boyle's crew is doing a wonderful job with regard to
this trail work. They have now crossed the West Branch.
I also received this morning your letter of the 23rd to Mr. Boyle. I think that I could give you
better service on any information which you desire than Mr. Boyle could since he cannot get his
mail for sometimes as long as a week at a time, while here at the Base Camp we get the mail
each morning. I am saving all of Mr. Boyle’s letters for him so that he will get them all.
As soon as we get the paint either Mr. Boyle or myself will let you know.
July 29, 1935. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
I have your two letters dated July 24th.-one legible and the other not; both came to-day.
No I don’t follow you at all if you mean to use our influence to prevent the building of a single
campsite along the Trail. If you mean to exercise some discretion as to locality that is an other
matter, which can best be influenced by knowing exactly where they are to go. I recall the list we
made out some time ago. I don't know if that is the basis or not. But in suggesting that we try to
stop the program you are not seeing the whole problem.
The real difficulty with this Maine Trail now is the expense. Lot's of people would like to try it
otherwise. First there is the expense of going there. Then it is at least an average of $4 a day and
the camps trying to add every possible extra. Without adequate camping provision it is only half
a trail. Shelters are an absolute necessity. To complicate matters we have this Guide's law. Only
last summer a chap from Washington who worked his way due south from Fort Kent to Katahdin
was fined $125 for camping without a Guide. Many people would want to make such a trip--and
camp. Partly to save money. Partly for the experience. No non-resident can use this Trail without
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going to the Sporting Camps. Had it been put thru by them, the racket might have been plainer.
We are trying for publicity and getting use of the Trail and letting any one who doesn't stay at
sporting camps in for a terrific jolt. I have had in mind trying to get the law amended or some
feature to care for this problem--perhaps the designation of areas as approved campgrounds. We
want to bring in outsiders--the Maine people don't travel it. Yet you would block everything
which would aid this. The cold fact is that this Trail is now little used. Check up and see what
parties came over it last year and this year. I staged this party from here to make an impression
this summer. The A.M.C. trips would never have occurred but for my pushing the plan. Some
provision must be made to cut expense. This explains the unbelievable growth of the Youth
Hostels Association in this country.
You saw what little results came from all the letters we wrote for you. Good publicity etc. but too
expensive for the people to whom the letters went.
Your letter sounds as if the project were for the benefit of the camp-owners. We didn't build this
for them. We built it for those who use it. Already 50 per cent have started to gouge us by raising
prices. This is inevitable. Dore for whom you feel concern was the worst of the lot. You can
expect this thing. None of the campowners really lost anything or did much for this. When you
consider what it could do, the campowners helped very little. Even Charlie Berry who did the
most for us went up on his rates.
I am glad you didn’t talk to Sewall in the view of stopping this work. Leantos are badly needed
in western Maine. This is our only chance to complete the Trail and get these. Most people we
hope will stop at Camps. We give the Camps plenty of free advertising but we must have a chain
of these structures and some way of meeting this trap for the non-resident who takes to the Trail.
You can see where Tracey’s plan calls for structures. If too close to Camps they can be shifted
easily. But let it be made a matter of the individual location rather than an attempt to block this.
Walter you are close to the ground. I see this farther away and the other side of the fence. I
know the picture from the viewpoint of the hikers and Clubs. You don’t come into contact with
this. Suppose a campowner burns down some leanto. If we have a designated camping place we
are still within the law.
I see no hope of the State taking this over. You are dreaming on that. Look at Katahdin. I see a
real hope in the continued existence of the C.C.C. and periodical maintenance work by them
each year. That is our real goal. If the State were to act where is its organization.
Now stop worrying about these leantos. If we can get any built properly it will help us. If the
C.C.C. put them in, well and good. I know the fishing argument but that is the property of all the
state. Your argument might apply most effectively to leantos at the end of roads rather than
where one has to pack to them.
There could be a better place than Rainbow Dam but see no objection to the other sites you
mention.
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As for Drew look at the cooperation Gower got there. Wouldn't even answer letters, yet you are
worried about protecting him.
Now I know the local angles and arguments so you won' t have to write me any more on this. In
fact I think I suffer more than any one else by your letters for you have so many to write
elsewhere that those to me are so hard to read. Give me the benefit of the time--not the others.
Let Gower write the Drews etc. What do you mean by L.P. Road—Little what? [Obviously Long
Pond Road] From your abbreviations; it takes minutes to figure them out.
Now as to funds. It is more important to us to get that bridge over than say do work in the Gulf.
It may be that if necessary it will be wise to let some projects which you have in mind go. We
must use discretion and do the most important. As I see it you have only 2 jobs left--Moxie and
the Third West Branch location. They should be at the top of your list, not the bottom. I don't
know what the other jobs are that you have in mind and I realize you know the situation but I
can't see the other work so much.
Now just let this Shelter affair take its course.
I could pay out of P.A.T.C. funds for the bridge the cost of otherwise boating across. We have
$5.50 left in Me. A.T. Treasury. I could forget our overexpenditures in Maine and ask the A.T.
for the $10 A.M.C. contribution. This leaves about $10 short.
Please take time to tell me if there was a number on that ax. Sending 2 paint brushes.
As ever
July 29, 1935. James W. Sewall to C. G. Reed
Dear Reed:
Enclosed is copy of letter from M. H. Avery with regard to suggestion from Frank King as to
location of trail in that vicinity. I note that he also suggests keeping the trail back where there
will not be immediate operations.
cc: Avery, Ray Viles
July 29, 1935. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
For the bulletins and booklets, I am very much indebted to you but it is with regret that I learn
from your letter of the 15th that you can not spend a few days at Foss & Knowlton at the end of
the trip. Perhaps another time, we can get together as I believe we have many interests in
common and could spend an enjoyable few days together.
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I shall eagerly anticipate the two maps also mentioned in your letter. The Chamber of Commerce
booklet is still unpublished but the map has been finished and the advertising solicited, so in the
next two weeks the bulletin should be issued. I shall see that you get copies.
July 29, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of the 22nd inst. on my return last night from New Hampshire. I saw Reed
while there and he will be several weeks yet in spotting through the Appalachian Trail south of
Rangeley lakes. I am sending one copy each of the map you enclosed to the four superintendents
who are particularly handling the trail work, and am much obliged for this data.
I am just getting the bridge designs in from Mr. Dort and as soon as I can get an estimate of cost
we will know definitely which way we will have to go but it does not look possible at present to
get sufficient money for the suspension bridge. E.C.W. funds seem to have run out all along the
line and in some states in New England I understand even the machinery is held up on account of
lack of money to buy gasoline. The payment of expense accounts seems to have pretty much
ceased altogether lately but probably that is a Finance Officer matter rather than lack of funds.
I will write you pretty fully as soon as I get cost estimates. Meanwhile I am passing on your
information about the $30. for team hire to the Superintendent at Millinocket.
I received a long letter from Mr. Greene also and he seems to be receiving good cooperation and
getting along well. The men like him and I think he likes them and that is the first step in mutual
help.
July 29, 1935. James W. Sewall to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College Outing Club
Dear Sir:
I have your letter of the 17th Inst. to Mr. Avery. If you can get three or four men with you the
first week In September I think that Mr.Viles would be very glad of your help. I have not been
over in that part of the state recently but I know Mr. Reed is still engaged in spotting out the
proposed route.
cc: Avery, Ray Viles
July 30, 1935. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
It is a no surprise to me that you should be selected to attend the Guides’ Contest. I hope you are
shooting as well as you were the day when we went on our trip.
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1 have had a letter from Walter Greene and he was very enthusiastic over his meeting with you
and liked you very much indeed. I am glad that the two men who have done so much for the
Trail in Maine had such a pleasant meeting.
I understand that the paint for the C.C.C. Camps has arrived at Augusta. When you get back, let
me know definitely how much to send you and I will do so. I will be leaving here around the
23rd of August for our Maine trip.
If you will give me the addresses of the three men suggested for the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club, we can take up their election end notify them. I think it is a mighty good idea.
As I understand the situation, the way the Flagstaff crew is working is the same as you have done
before, that is, you locate the route and do the marking and they come behind you and do the
clearing. This means that the route is selected and marked by you, which, of course, is the very
best thing possible. I just wanted to be clear in my own mind as to how this was working out.
Hence the question. Walter has spent a good deal of time to carefully instruct two competent
boys as to just how the painting should be done. If improperly done, as you know it can be a very
sorry affair. I judge that on the work from the Flagstaff Camp, you intend to keep on doing the
painting, but if you find it advisable to turn this work over, I know that you will have the boys
carefully instructed. There is, however, one matter which apparently we will have to attend to.
Walter wrote me that the Rangeley crew had apparently not gotten very well underway and it
seems to me highly desirable to make arrangements to have the painting of the route here go
along with the trail construct. Do you not think it would be the best plan to have some member
of that crew instructed as to how the painting should be done, and would you be in a position to
see that this is taken care of? Please let me know about this.
I presume that now that there is C.C.C. labor available, you will follow the way which we came
down from Mt. Abraham, the old tote-road which has so much better footing than the Two-Sled
Road.
I am sending you some maps under separate cover. Keep me informed as to what is going on,
particularly in the Rangeley section, where things should perhaps be moving a little faster.
cc Mr. Greene
P.S. There are two other matters which occur to me in connection with your letter. I think it
would be well to make sure that any change in the route from our Guidebook description is
noticed so that we can keep the Guidebook correct. Perhaps the best way to do this would be to
do what 1 suppose would happen in any event--arrange to be informed of any relocation and pass
the word on to me. I rather imagine you would know of the relocation in any event. We will also
want to put in a reference to the side trail to Long Falls on Dead River. Will you look at pages 16
and 22 of the Supplement and tell me where this should go in? 1 suppose the reference would be
“at
m. the blue-blazed side trail leads approximately
m. to Long Falls.” If there is any
particular note which should be made about the side trail, you can tell me that.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

173

1 hope that my suggestion that the main trail be improved before too much work is done on the
side trail to Carry Ponds will be followed out by Mr. Savage's camp. In any event, we will need
to get this data into the Guidebook after the Trail is finished. Perhaps the best way would be for
me to send you the measuring wheel after I finish with it in the early part of September on our
Maine trip. This would also permit you to measure your side trail on Mt. Bigelow.
The first edition of the Guidebook is exhausted and as soon as the C.C.C. work for the year is
over, we want to get out a revision which will contain in one book the Supplement and the
various maps. For this reason, I want to keep the corrections and additions to the Guidebook as
much up-to-date as possible. I anticipate that there should be very little change to make in the
Supplement.
July 30, 1935. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
I appreciate very much your courtesy in wiring me to the effect that the Development
Commission could handle a supply of maps and folders at the Rendezvous. Unfortunately, the
telegram arrived while I was away from Washington, and on my return I have been able to take
the necessary steps to get this material to you. Unfortunately, the edition of the Guidebook - but
not the Supplement - is exhausted. I thought that perhaps an exhibit, with suitable labels, could
be made to the effect that this was material available on the Appalachian Trail in Maine, and
copies of the 1933-34-36 issues of In the Maine Woods, and the booklet on Katahdin, could be
added. The postcards sent you, with respect to the available material, are for distribution. The
maps and Supplement were sent under separate cover, together with one copy of the last
remaining Maine Guidebook. If you can bear in mind to return this to us, it would be helpful. We
very much appreciate your interest in this connection.
I have just completed the rough draft of an article on the Appalachian Trail in Maine, on the
order of the Katahdin booklet. It is my hope that we can induce the Development Commission to
publish this as one of a series of advertising folders on the state. How should I begin the matter?
Should I send it to you to take up with the Commission?
I also enclose two press releases which could be posted with the other material. I think I wrote
you some time age, mentioning the possibility of a story in connection with our Maine trip,
which commences on August 23rd.
July 31, 1935. Myron Avery to Charles Warner
Dear Charlie:
I have sent to you, under separate cover, two maps, one of the entire Trail in Maine, and the
other a two-color map of the Whitecap region. I wanted to explain to you that we have thought it
advisable to use $19.50 of your $25.00 to get out this large scale map of Maine. This is sold and
the proceeds will be available for future work. In addition, we have 500 copies on hand for the
next edition of the Guide-book, which we hope to get out this fall after the C.C.C. work is
finished.
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It is probable that Sewall will not be able to get money for the suspension bridge, but can get
across a log bridge between the dam piers at the West Branch, for about $30.00. In scraping up
the money to meet this which is such an important thing for the trail –in the event that Sewall
cannot obtain it elsewhere, I had thought that we could use the $5.50 toward this.
I have also sent to you a copy of a letter to the Board of Managers, which will tell you of the
latest developments. I feel that the use of these funds is the most judicious expenditure.
I may be in Boston during the next two weeks and, if so, you will hear from me.
August 1, 1935/ Myron Avery to Henry E. Childs, Rumford, N.J.
Dear Hank:
I am much indebted to you for your thoughtfulness in supplying me with a good deal of helpful
information.
At the outset, if we were sure that everybody would assume that our nickname came from
"Patrick" and not "Patricia”, the point of effeminacy would be settled. However, I cannot help
thinking that some of our New England friends might attribute it to the latter.
I am much interested to know that the proposed August Camp plans to Katahdin Iron Works are
materializing. When that event does occur, the A.M.C. can thank the Trail Conference for a
really good map of that section and for a trail system. Incidentally, we have redrawn, on two
tracings the Chairback- Barren contour map in the Guidebook. Lack of funds prevents issuing it
in two colors, as we had planned, but we will have a now improved one-color print made from
the two tracings. There are apparently a lot of developments in this region. The State is spending
$4,000 on the road between Brownville Junction and Katahdin Iron Works. There is something
about a bridge being repaired. Walter Greene had been making inquiries in connection with the
C.C.C. Camp getting supplies, etc. in that way. He said that he was sending me a letter from the
Postmaster at Katahdin Iron Works, giving the latest information. However, it would seem that if
the project has been deferred because of the difficulty of getting into Katahdin Iron Works, that
this is now a thing of the past. I am enclosing a copy of our recent White Cap map.
It seems to me that such a trip would be productive of very considerable additional data in
addition to what we have obtained. 1 have in mind the country around Saddleback, Ebeeme and
Wilkins Mountains. There is some literature on the history of the Iron Works. Dr. Guy
Leadbetter, 4437 Cathedral Avenue, Northwest, Washington, D.C., has some data which he
promised to give me a copy of. I will have to remind him. Philbrick studied the geology there
and {F. C. Hinckley, Hammond St. Bangor Me.} who was promoting the road and camping
project, knows a lot about the history of this section. I hope that when this trip does materialize
that there will be present someone sufficiently interested to develop and record this data.
Perhaps the role will fall to you. If so--and we are alive by that time—we would be glad to place
at your disposal all that we can dig up.
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I am somewhat confused by your reference to statements about the new trail made by young
York. If you mean the relocation of the Hunt Trail, that was measured for us and the data is that
contained on page 4 of the Supplement sent you. I thought at the moment that there might have
been some other trail construction up Katahdin Brook, but I now conclude that you refer to the
relocation of the Hunt Trail.
I know of no other name for the locality except the Slide Dam.
Many thanks for the information about Grafton Notch. I need it. Incidentally, I have been reading
with a good deal of interest the Farrar Guidebook of the Androscoggin Lakes, which contains a
lot of information of 50 years ago about this region. It is worthwhile.
I hope to do the Mahoosuc Range trip by the middle of the month.
cc Greene
August 1, 1935. George Outerbridge to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In conformity with your request in your very kind letter received some time ago, I am sending
you again herewith the tentative schedule of the Kilpatricks, Chas. Hazelhurst and myself for our
trip over the A-T in Maine:
We plan to meet at Louis Wessel’s Arnold Inn, Stratton, the evening of Aug. 15. The next day,
leaving one car there to be picked up at the end of the hike, we will drive in the other car to
Monson, and probably do the bit of trail between there and Blanchard (which we did not do last
year), spending that night at the Thomas House, where we were very comfortable last year. Aug.
17 start hiking from Blanchard, spending that night at watchman’s cabin on Moxie Bald Mt. Aug.
18 Troutdale Cabins; Aug.19 Ralph Sterling’s Hotel, Caratunk; Aug. 20 Pierce Pond Camps;
Aug. 21 Ledge House or Bert Witham’s, Dead River; Aug. 22 Arnold Inn, Stratton. I wrote to the
firewarden on Moxie Bald about ten days ago to ask him if he could put us up and if so, whether
we would have to carry blankets, enclosing a stamped envelope for reply, but have not heard
from him as yet. I am wondering whether the day from Troutdale to Caratunk could be continued
right on to the Pierce Pond Camps, without spending a night at the Caratunk Hotel? If one does
stay there, the new route seems to give only about 3-1/2 miles the next day to the Pierce Pond
Camps, and I thought we might add that to the preceeding day, but of course that will depend on
conditions as we find them on the spot. We may take an extra day at the end of the trip to go on
over Sugarloaf and Abraham to Barnjum if the weather is good and we have the time, but this is
uncertain.
August 1, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
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Thank you very much for your letter of July 29th. Mr. Greene is indeed delighted and thoroughly
appreciative of the cooperation he receives. He writes me long letters, expressing his satisfaction
with the character of the work, the interest of the foremen and the camp superintendents and the
pains they are taking to do a first-class job. Naturally, all the rest of us interested in the trail
project are equally delighted. Walter treats me with some of his handwriting and if his letters
were not so difficult to read, I would pass them on to you so that you would know how
thoroughly satisfied he is with the work.
It there is anything which we can do to convey, through the proper channels, our satisfaction
with the work, and our appreciation, I wish you would let me know.
I am wondering how our Trail Club party will get across the West Branch. I was hoping that the
bridge work might be well underway by September 1st, when we arrive there. Probably we will
have to make arrangements at York’s, to use the canoe which they keep at the mouth of
Sourdnahunk Stream.
cc Greene
August 2, 1935. Everett G. Ham, Troy, N.Y., to Walter Greene
Dear Mr. Greene:
Perhaps you will remember the writer as a sojourner at the “Head” of Sebec Lake some years
ago. I yet have a warm spot for that gem of a lake with which much of my boyhood life was
associated. I have followed with appreciation, as printed in the Observer and elsewhere, your
interest in the development of the eastern end of the Appalachian Trail and wish to tell you how
much good I believe such activity will do. I have enjoyed the Adirondack and Catskill Trails and
the Long Trail so much I can appreciate the value of such trails to coming generations.
Altho I can understand that development of a new trail system is somewhat slow I do believe that
the trails in Maine should be equipped with free or nominal-fee lean-tos where hikers might
legally build camp fires. The thought of cost of accommodations at sporting camps will, I
believe, deter many worthy hikers from using the Maine trails now. In fact, if the new trail were
so equipped with leantos with fire-places I should now be making plans with my Brother to
spend our two weeks of August there.
Our local hiking group had Mr. Torrey with us last winter and he had many splendid Katahdin
pictures to show us on the screen.
Again, with thanks,
August 3, 1935. Myron Avery to Dr. George Outerbridge
Dear Dr. Outerbridge:
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Thank you for your letter of August 1st, giving me the itinerary of your trip. I am enclosing
carbons of letters which I have written.
I think I have already asked that, as in the case last year, your party do us the very great favor of
checking the Guidebook data, particularly between Dead River and the Kennebec, where the
description was written from notes furnished by someone else.
There are only 2 sections of the Trail which give as any concern and the problem arises here out
of the fact that it is known that the C.C.C. are covering the entire route and the local inertia
resulting. One is the short section up the east side of Pleasant Pond Mountain from the railroad to
the fire tower. I have urged Fire Warden Sterling to have this re-cut the same as he did the east
slope last year. The stretch from Blanchard to Moxie Bald is rather inadequately marked, but I
am hoping Greene will have been able to have made his intended trip before that time to improve
the marking. You should have no difficulty in clear weather, as I went over that route last year
with a measuring wheel and the trail data are very exact but it is far from good trail, let alone
what it will be when the C.C.C. finishes the route, and I hope that the promised work will
materialize.
Our supply of the Guidebooks is exhausted and we are preparing a second edition, which will
include the various colored maps and the Supplement. This data will read in both directions and I
have reversed it from memory. However, as we will not cover the reversed section of Blanchard
to Monson, I am enclosing it, with the thought that your party could check it enroute.
It is necessary to carry in food for your stay on Moxie Bald. The fire warden should have enough
blankets for the party, so I think you can rest easy on that score. I do not think you will have the
slightest trouble in continuing on to the Pierce Pond Camps, without spending the night at
Caratunk Hotel.
When you get to Stratton, by all means telephone Game Warden Helon Taylor, for it may well
be that he will have the route from Sugarloaf over Abraham well blazed out by that time, and
can give you some additional help.
I shall be very much interested to hear the results of your trip and it will be a great help to have
you check the Guidebook data carefully, for the C.C.C. work may have resulted in some
additional side trails or changes from the original description.
I believe, under the circumstances and the size of your party, that it would be more desirable to
go to the Ledge House and that you will find more comfortable facilities there than at Witham’s
Farm. I rather strongly recommend this. Since I have no contacts with the Ledge House, I
recommend that you write direct, making your reservations.
If there is anything more which I can do, do not hesitate to let me know.
August 3, 1935. Myron Avery to Ronald Gower
Dear Ron:
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Our Maine Guidebook is exhausted and we hope to issue a second edition in the fall, including
all of the maps and later material. This book should naturally read in both directions and I have
reversed the trail data from memory and plan to check it in the field. There are two sections,
namely from Blanchard to Monson, and Monson to Bodfish Farm, which I will not be able to
cover. I am sending them to you and ask if you will make a very careful check, writing in any
corrections or suggestions which occur to you. The figure above the distance is the mileage for
the corresponding point in the reverse direction. I hope you can do this and will return it to me
as soon as possible, so that we can get started on the work of preparing the second edition. There
is one thing which I particularly wish to know and that is, the location of Wilkin’s Camps. You
will note the indefiniteness of the trail data and we have never gotten that straightened out.
The two sections from Dead River to the Kennebec were written from notes furnished by Taylor.
I would be particularly obliged if you would check these sections, letting me know of any errors.
We had a meeting of our Maine party last evening and I furnished each one with one corrected
copy of the Guidebook and a set of all the maps. This should result in a more intelligent
understanding of the route, as well as greater pleasure in the party. I still urge you to obtain a
Supplement and the new large scale map and Bodfish Siding-Moxie Lake Pond map and supply
each member of the party. It would save the money and overcome the inertia of having to send
for these things and there is no other available map from Moxie to Bigelow. I am sure that the
cost of the trip would easily allow this expenditure. Incidentally, it would help in paying for the
2-color map of the Chairback-Barren Range which is now being printed.
cc: Greene
August 4, 1935. Joseph L. Macdonald, White House Camps, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
A week or so ago two ladies who were travelling the A. Trail intended to go from McDougall’s
to Potters direct, but were forced to come this way and reported the trail under water between the
Mahar Camp Ground and Twitchell Brook. After ferrying them across we investigated and
found the beaver had flowed the trail at one point making it impassible for 50 yards or so.
However I think a short detour would help the situation and would not put any or at the most but
a little mileage on the distance. Should this not be done the party would have to be ferried from
here to Twitchell Brook.
Perhaps Potter has looked into this as they most likely reported it upon arriving there. However
nothing has been done on it up to yesterday.
Should you want this done we will go up and do the best we can to make it passable. Also I
think there are drier routes than the one now used and will look the country over so as to be in a
position to show you a better route when you arrive.
Copy Greene
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August 7, 1935. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [12-page hand-written]
Dear Myron:
This will have to be short. Really haven’t time now, but I know you must be anxious to hear. I
have had a drunken maniac on my hands and have had little sleep. This has happened before, but
not like this and I have told him to get out, which he will do. Yesterday he sobered up, and is a
sick man. Fine fellow when he’s sober, but it’s disease, and when he gets off it’s impossible. I
had had rather a strenuous week, and hoped for a few days rest. I haven’t been able to write,
and things are piled up. I’ll get to work tonight, go thru everything and write you.
It was a fortunate thing I went in. The real idea is that this is a prize crew, if I can help them
along and help their planning, their camps, getting in their supplies. I hope to get them at least to
Berry’s in Sept., and that much is gained. Next year no doubt is allright but I count on no futures.
We want to get everything done that we can. The way the C.C.C.’s are being cut down may
raise a problem. The B-C range is a tough proposition to get thru. I think I’ve helped a lot. First
the best thing ever happened, my going, is that in the swamp on Arnold’s trail, the beavers have
flowed out about a quarter of a mile of trail. It’s a pond now. The place is bad enough any way.
If strangers coming down hit that toward evening it would have been a serious thing. I cut and
relocated the line up on high ground, really got a good line around and an advantage because it
takes some of the trail out of the swamp for the future. I put up a marker at each end of the trail,
also blazed and marked in blue pencil in the blazes what it was and where to go. This will save
any body.
I got to the notch late Friday. Camp in good shape, but only two sticks of wood there. Got
unpacked, and the next day devoted to getting wood, cleaning up, boughs etc., as the pack had
been heavy, wanted an easy day. Monday I climbed to the Judkins sag, worked out a good
campsite for the men on a brook near Dore’s trail, climbed the spur, went over the side trails, and
on up to the Copper Plate. A good day. Blazed the camp site and left a note for MacNeal in a
tobacco can on a stick in the trail at the C. S. Also blazed part of Judkins trail where it leaves the
white line to make it plain thru the bushes there so Mac could pick it up with his men when he
got thru, get his stuff to the Pond. Dore is to pick him up in the motor boat there and take him to
York’s. The next day it rained heavily all day. Stayed in camp. Friday packed up some things,
climbed the sag went over 4th over the knobs, up on 3rd to Monument Cliff. Down to W. C.
Pond trail and down to York’s, quite a jaunt. Felt all right if a bit tired. Wednesday I went to E.
C. Pond up Arnold’s trail from Beaver flowage, over Columbus, putting up four signs, and down
W. C. trail.
Thursday went to Gulf. Met Cole Beatty. Had lunch there, fixed it so he could help men when
they come, decided Hay Brook field a good place for the men to camp. On way back went thru a
terrific electrical storm climbing the ridge on York’s road, got in wet, but O.K. Friday picked out
camp site with Ralph for men, on point opposite camp. Dore, York, and Beatty being good
friends of mine has helped this crew a lot. York put me across, strong head wind. I came over to
the Notch, had a good sleep. Sat. cleaned up, and got to Onawa. Terrible head wind, was hours
getting up and poling up Long Pond Stream. Got to Bodfish after 5 and hired them to take me
home for two dollars. Had to leave the canoe at Bodfish. I made notes and wrote a full report for
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MacNeal. He will move quickly with no waste motion. The Beaver flowage would probably
have cost that crew a day. Mac N. not being familiar might have had a lot of work solving it.
From Dore’s trail there’s a flat to the foot of Barren Spur. It’s bad. Very bushy, and full of dead
falls. On the spur as far as the Cloud Pond line is terrible, couldn’t be otherwise. No use to try
any relocation. I found the only way thru originally. It’s a very narrow summit. It’s full of dead
falls mostly small, and fir bushes. From Cloud Pond line to Copperplate quite good going. Not a
great deal of work. They had cut to C. P. from Slugundy. I saw a little of the work. Great!
From Dore’s line to foot of 4th not bad, some work. The swamp there is really not bad going.
Up and down 4 a long stretch is really fine. Little work here, a good trail. The knobs between
4th and 3rd require some bushing, but not bad.
Third is a long line, generally good. Some new spruce dead-falls. Considerable fir and spruce.
From Monument Cliff to W. C. trail new dead-falls, and two or three bad spots.
Columbus the best trail on the line, not 20 dead falls on the whole long stretch, better cut out; I
had Willie with me on this remember.
Arnold’s trail awful as usual, bushed. They’re great to ask sports to go over such trails not so
many dead falls around E. C. Pond, bushey some dead falls, good footway. York’s trail from E.
C. Pond I did a good deal to last year but there’s plenty of bushes yet, no dead falls.
York’s haul-road some bushes at sides near Pleasant River Gulf, Pleasant River road bushy. The
trails into the Gulf I made really good, the one along the Gulf can be helped some. At present we
only have 50% value of this until we get out some trees that obstruct the views.
There were two cans of white paint at York’s. A pleasant surprise. Don’t know how they got
there. This will be a great help with Mac’s crew. 12 markers there. I put up eight over
Columbus. Luckily saved 4 which I put up to make plainer the line thru the Hermitage. Beatty
says people have become very confused there.
Mac’s crew had a hard job on Dore’s line. Evidently a spotted line painted. That was all.
(Maine!) They have been camping at Dore’s. He’s hauled them in and helped much. Should.
He’s a good fellow in many ways. They are working on Barren spur now. Rain here Monday.
They didn’t go in until Tues. I talked with Mac on phone. They came out Friday. Rules say they
must come out every two weeks.
He will put up signs on Barren. At present all signs are up from Blanchard to Dore’s line. All
the Gulf signs I put up, and two at E. C. Pond, and two on Arnold’s trail in the Columbus E. C.
sag. Met Arnold there. Tell you in next. The other signs I think Mac can put up. He will come
down Sat. Will go over it. All the signs around York’s (Daicy Pond) are put up.
Will take up signs with you tonight. Got nails 6 lbs. from Scales, Guilford. Will mail sufficient
to each camp soon. 10¢ a lb. 10 pennies.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

181

Davidson I saw yesterday. He went to Berry’s, started 2:30 got to Boudreau’s at dark. Joe there.
3 in party. Left next morning over Whitecap. Got to York’s which he liked much. Next day rain.
He went down L. P.in canoe came out at Bodfish. Only had 3 days enjoyed it. Says line thru
swamp at Guy’s camps are getting indistinct on alders. No trouble otherwise. Says bushy on
East branch. Says White Cap on north side, many dead falls and bushey. Other side to P. R. fine.
Met fire warden who told them of a good trail near P. R. which saves a mile. They phoned
Beatty to meet them there, which he did, and they got over well. A mile saved is a help on this
long one. Only a question of time before beaver flow out that Guy’s swamp.
Potter writes two women going over from McDonald’s report beaver have flowed out the trail
near Twitchell brook to a depth of 2 to 3 feet. This must be fixed. I’ve written Potter if he won’t
help a bit, send Oscar over and at least spot and rough clear a line around and put up home made
signs until the C.’s reach it. More tonight.
August 8, 1935. Myron Avery to Joseph Macdonald, White House Camps
Dear Mr. Macdonald:
I have your letter of August 4th and we are, of course, very much appreciative of your interest in
the Trail. We should be extremely glad to avail ourselves of your offer to fix up the trail at that
point. I suppose you would have available a little white paint to mark the detour around the
beaver flowage. Your interest in the project and assistance has been very encouraging to us.
Apparently the ladies reaped their own reward by trying to short-cut our itinerary.
As you know, the C.C.C. is working on the trail and along toward the end of the season the crew
from Katahdin should reach Joe Mary Lake, which is its objective. That would be an ideal time
to have the relocation made. The only disadvantage is having the relocation go through after our
trip when I would have the measuring wheel to get any changes in the route. We are going to get
out a second edition of our Guidebook in the fall and it is unfortunate to have the changes made
afterwards. Probably the best arrangement would be for you and I to look over the relocation,
which could be measured on the short day when we come from Potter's Camps to your Camps.
As we have written you, we will spend the night of August 31st with you and I could telephone
you from Potter’s and we could go back to the trail after the party has gotten to your Camps,
which should be early in the day. I rather imagine that Walter Greene, to whom I am sending a
copy of this letter, will not have an opportunity to get there before our trip, but the time for any
relocation to be made will, of course, be when the C.C.C. comes through and any intended
relocation should be blazed out for them so that they can carefully follow it. Do you think you
would be able to have the relocation which you have in mind spotted roughly, so that we could
measure it and the C.C.C. do the work later over the very course which we have measured?
cc: Greene
August 8, 1935. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
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It has occurred to me that a project which we have in mind should be properly first taken up with
you in connection with your publicity and recreational work for the Maine Development
Commission.
For some time, me have wanted to have available a booklet on the Trail in Maine, on the same
order as the publication on Katahdin, put out by the Maine Development Commission. This
would be profusely illustrated and would have a map of the route. I have just finished the
manuscript of the booklet and have assembled the photographs. My next move is to take the
matter up with a view of trying to induce the Publicity Bureau or the Maine Development
Commission to issue it. I expect to be in Portland on Monday and shall try to talk with Mr. Coe.
You will understand that we are not trying to ask you to help us swing this particular project but
if it is the sort of thing which falls within your province and should come to you, that is the way
me would want to proceed.
Within the next week, you will receive two of our newspaper releases relating to Maine.
August 10, 1935. Robert Moore to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:I have your letter of July 23rd and I wish to say I appreciate very much your obvious courtesy. I
do realize that this is a matter in which you are not particularly interested and cannot be blamed.
On the other hand, the question of the name of this mountain is of vital importance to me and I
intend to fight for the historic name which the footnote of the guide to the Appalachian Trail
itself proves to be so, as far as any records have, up to the present time, developed. I, therefore,
can only say with utmost frankness that I shall not grant the right to go up Borestone Mountain to
the Appalachian Trail in Maine, until that association shows a proper interest in preserving the
historic name until some other name is indisputably proved to be correct.
As to yourself, I trust that you will do all in your power to urge the continuance of the use of the
historic name "Borestone” until some other name is proved to be unquestionably of more ancient
authority.
August 15, 1935. Myron Avery to Ralph Sterling
Dear Mr. Sterling:
I have been away from Washington and delayed in replying to your letter of August 9th. I am
glad to know that the C.C.C. boys are doing such a fine job and that any idea of shifting the trail
location has been abandoned. It would have been very unfortunate.
After the Philadelphia party, there will be this group from Boston. Mr. Gower will write you
shortly with respect to final reservations.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

183

I hope that there will be no trouble on the east side of Pleasant Pond Mountain. Mr. Stubbs,
whom I saw in Augusta, told me that there was a pulp operation going in that region, Does that
affect the Trail?
As our Washington Club of 15 people travel east over the section from Blanchard to Katahdin, I
fear that I will not see you this year.
The fishing at Pierce Fond is certainly attracting a great deal of attention this year.
If the trail work on Pleasant Pond Mountain has not been completed and other conditions permit,
1 think it would be most desirable to have Mr. Martin meet the parties at Troutdale.
cc: Greene, Gower
August 15, 1935. Myron Avery to J. M. Harris, Troutdale Cabins
Dear Mr. Harris:
I am pleased to have your letter of August 8th and to hear from you again. I am also pleased to
note that Bill has cleaned up the Trail, for I know that the job will be finished if he once starts on
it.
Mr. Sterling writes that the C.C.C. are now working between Pierce Pond and the Kennebec
River. When they eventually have an opportunity to do the work over Moxie, we can be sure of a
very good trail and one that will last for a long time. We both know that it is very much needed.
I know that both the Philadelphia party and our friends from Boston will have a very enjoyable
stay at your Camps. I think that there was a board sign sent to you to put up at the Cabins. I
presume that this was duly received and is now in place.
As our Washington Club travels east from Blanchard, I fear that I will not have the pleasure of
seeing you this year.
cc: Greene, Gower
August 16, 1935. Myron Avery to Dan Wight, Fire Warden, Old Speck Mountain
Dear Mr. Wight:
I am sorry that Sunday was such a rainy day and that I did not see you on Old Speck. I did not
see anything at all from the mountain and I was very anxious to get some idea of the country to
the east where the Trail route is being scouted by Mr. Reed at the present time. I appreciated very
much the trip which you made to unlock the tower, for, without it, I would have had a hard job in
telephoning Mr. Lee. I met, at the tower, two fellows, one from Bethel who said he knew you
well and had made some coffee at your cabin. You will probably hear from him.
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There is one thing which I should like to do, which I was prevented from doing by reason of the
fact that I used up all of the trail markers by the time I got to Old Speck. 1 would like to put on
the Trail from the highway a number of the standard Appalachian Trail markers. These should be
placed like highway markers, in the direction of travel; that is, at right angles to the Trail, in a
conspicuous place and about 6 feet from the ground. I wonder if you would find it convenient to
put these up if I sent them to you. I would send about 20, so that you could put up 10 in each
direction. I am particularly anxious to get markers on each side of the main trail past the turn to
the firetower. There also should be one where the Trail enters the woods on each side of the
scrub patch, but this is not so important. Down at the highway it would be well to put up 3 or 4 in
case souvenir hunters remove them. I am enclosing a stamped, addressed envelope, and if you
would let me know about this, 1 can forward about 25 markers and the nails. There should be
about one-half inch of the nail protruding, for tree growth.
I hope to be back in this section at some future time and I will see you then.
August 16, 1935. Myron Avery to Frederick Toppan, Schenectady, N.Y.
Dear Mr. Toppan:
You may recall that some time back you ware good enough to send me a mimeographed copy of
your work on the Physiography of Maine. I recently saw, at the Library of the Appalachian
Mountain Club, a reprint of a published article by you on this subject. I should like to include
this reference in several Maine Bibliographies and if it would be possible for you to forward me
a reprint, it would be of very considerable assistance.
August 16, 1935. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
I duly conferred with Mr. Greaton at Augusta, but I am afraid that he is very much set on issuing
a booklet on the mountains in Maine, which would not incorporate very much of our A.T.
material.
After I left you, I looked over the materiel on exhibit in the publicity rooms and I was rather
sorry to note that our Maine Guidebooks and maps were not displayed. Could they not be placed
where visitors would see them and the maps unfolded, with a warning sign, if necessary, that
such documents are not to be removed? Those maps would be of interest and help to many
people in addition to those who travel the trail.
{Complete set of maps forwarded to you for this purpose.}
August 17, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert Moore
Dear Mr. Moore:
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I have your letter of August 10th. 1 am relieved to know that you do not take exception to my
personal attitude in this matter, but I fear that our correspondence is assuming an unfortunate
trend and that it is high time to either drop the matter or take some constructive steps in it. My
interest has been solely an academic one and my purpose to develop both sides and make a fair
statement of an unsettled issue. With the interest which you refer to as so vital, I am greatly at a
loss to understand why you cannot adopt the suggestion which I regard as so practical, that is, to
refer the entire matter to the Geographic Board. You see that you have the opportunity to make a
very complete statement of your case and propound it from your point of view. A fair
representation of the opposite viewpoint would really be helpful rather than to ignore it. But
there would be no one to urge the opposite point of view. Once the Geographic Board has
established the usage, the official maps and everything else will follow. I am sure that, feeling as
you do in the matter, you must be satisfied that you can convince the Board, and I am very much
at a loss to understand why you will not take the initiative on this matter. It is surely not for us to
do so and were the Trail Conference to adopt the form you prefer, I fear that the effect would be
negligible. Our influence and action in such matters is inconsiderable.
I must say, however, that 1 cannot believe that your willingness to permit the use of the side trail
to Boarstone, depends upon our agreeing with your point of view and advocating it strenuously,
even if we felt that the merits of the controversy were otherwise. By reason of your academic
connections and the stress played upon the freedom of thought and viewpoint in such circles, I
am confident that you would not take such a point of view. I am afraid that were it the case, it
might result in developing a stubborn adherence to the opposite point of view. You know the
independent state of Maine attitude and it would be very difficult to convince anyone who had
looked into this matter--you, I or Mrs. Eckstorm--that the opposite point of view is "indisputably
proved to be correct". I fear we would be hard to convince.
Under the circumstances, may I again suggest most earnestly that we discuss the matter no
further lest it lay the basis for a real misunderstanding, but that you will take the initiative and
forward a statement of your viewpoint to the Division of Geographic Names, U.S. Department of
the Interior, John J. Cameron, Executive Secretary, and ask for a consideration of the question,
pointing out that it is a frequented region and that it will be mapped by the U.S. Geological
Survey in the near future.
August 17, 1935. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
I have been somewhat delayed in carrying out the arrangement suggested in our discussion at
Augusta. I have finally sent to you, under separate cover, a corrected copy of the Guidebook, the
Supplement and five maps. Three other maps—one of the Mt. Bigelow Range and of the Trail
from Saddleback to the New Hampshire Line, as well as the 2-color map of the ChairbackBarren range, now in the course of preparation, are not included. I am enclosing a copy of the list
of contents for the revised second edition of the Guidebook. When you consider all of these
enclosures, you will have an adequate conception of what the second edition will consist of and
will appreciate our problems and the vital importance of such a guidebook to the Trail. What we
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specifically ask in this connection is an arrangement whereby we might sell to the Development
Commission 300 copies of this second edition (price, $1.00), which they could dispose of as it
chose. It is going to be impossible to re-issue this booklet without some such assurance and I feel
sure that the Guidebook requires no further elaboration of its value and merits.
As you told me that you do not propose to reprint the Katahdin booklet, which I wrote for the
Development Commission, it might be very advantageous to substitute the Katahdin text for that
contained in the Guide. As I prepared the material and as it is not copyrighted, I presume that
formal permission is unnecessary, but I would like to know that such a procedure would be
satisfactory to the Development Commission.
Under separate cover, I have sent you the manuscript for the booklet on the Trail in Maine and
some photographs, together with a map of the route covered (which would have to be
a cut). Additional photographs, particularly of the Gulf, are available. (The Gulf photos are not
enclosed.) In addition, there would be available the pictures which Mr. Maxcy may get this
summer.
On reviewing the matter, I feel that this material could hardly be used in connection with a
booklet such as you have in mind on the Mountains of Maine. It was our feeling that the Trail
offered such diversified opportunities and was such a distinct scenic thing in itself that it ought
not to be subordinated in some other booklet, but was worthy of an independent publication. Its
value depends upon the publicity given it and its use in the very near future. The C.C.C. work
will present to Maine an asset unequaled elsewhere. It would seem the part of wisdom for the
State to capitalize and publicize it. Therefore, I hope that our proposal of a separate booklet will
meet with your open-minded reception and that, if you are disposed to go ahead with your
original plans, that it may be possible to issue the booklet which you have in mind and this
publication on the Trail as 2 separate and distinct publications. There is ample precedent for this.
Vermont issued a separate publication on its mountains and lakes, and, in addition, a folder on its
Long Trail. They can be had from the Secretary of Commerce at Rutland. Vermont.
I have taken the liberty of sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Schnurle and I enclose a copy of
my letter to him.
It was a pleasure to have had the opportunity to discuss these matters with you at Augusta and
extremely satisfying to find such a sympathetic and appreciative realization of the value of this
project to the state and of the problems which we are experiencing in our disinterested, amateur
attempts to make a contribution to our native State.
August 19, 1935. Frank L. Brown, Superintendent, Millinocket CCC, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of August 16th received today:
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I think that the best plan is to have York’s Camps ferry the Club across the West Branch, as we
are allowed only so many men out at one time. I do not know how Mr. Sewall will be able to
arrange this extra crew.
The crew which we have now on the trail is camping on Rainbow Lake, quite a great distance
from Millinocket for transporting supplies to them.
I would be very much pleased to do all I can to put this bridge across the West Branch.
Hoping that this letter will give you the necessary information and am looking forward to
meeting your party.
August 19,1935. Osborne O. Heard, Millinocket, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Avery:
Your letter of the 16th just picked up. We have obtained paint at a local store and plan to go on
to Katahdin and begin work on the Sourdnahunk tote road to the Monument Peak as outlined by
Greene. No work has been done on this section by the C’s.
By the way Violet [sic]—Chief State Forester has just sent out a proclamation concerning fires.
No fires even on camp sites. I talked with the local man and have arranged with him for our
work.
Here the heat is terrific—110 degrees at noon today. Violet inspected the Bodfish-Barren
situation the other day. I met him at Little Wilson camp site. Will do our paint on the mountain
so don’t worry on that score.
August 19, 1935. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
Dry weather prevails throughout the State. Herewith I am enclosing a proclamation by the
Governor which declares suspension of the open season on fishing.
Assuming that this ban is on until next Saturday, the Commissioner does not feel that it will have
any effect on your proposed trip to Katahdin provided that members of your party while
traveling in the woods do not smoke or build any fires.
This letter is for your information when it becomes generally known that the woods here in
Maine are closed on account of this drought.
{P.S. This means no smoking or fires at Public Camp Sites.}
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August 20, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
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Dear Mr. Sewall:
1 am very glad to have your letter of August 17th. I have sent to you, under separate cover, 6
copies of newspaper releases which you can pass on to the C.C.C. Camps involved. I hope that
our expression of satisfaction with the work done will he of some assistance.
You may he sure that I shall be most careful in noting the work done and offering suggestions.
Mr. Greene has been in such constant contact with the crews that 1 do not anticipate that I can
offer much of value.
I note with interest that there is a possibility of some financial help on the bridge from the
Penobscot West Branch. My own problem is to get the Trail Club party across. If the State crew
were in that vicinity, I had thought that I could use some of the funds from the Trail Club to help
meet the expense of building the wooden bridge in the guise of a substitute for the transportation
expense. However, it looks as if we shall have to hire a guide from York's to come down and get
their canoe which is on the north shore of the lake [sic]. I leave here on Friday morning and if
there are any developments or you have any suggestions along these lines, I would have to hear
from you by return mail.
You have our itinerary and if you find it in any way possible to intercept our route, I should be
most pleased to have the opportunity to see you.
In connection with some other business, I had an opportunity, through the kindness of Mr. Flynt,
to get to Augusta for an hour or two and talk with Mr. Stubbs and Mr. Greaton, Executive
Secretary of the Maine Development Commission. We are trying to get them to help us issue the
second edition of the Guidebook and a descriptive pamphlet on the Trail in Maine, for which we
have prepared the manuscript. Mr. Flynt has promised to be of all possible help in connection
with the publicity.
cc: Greene
August 20, 1935. Harrie Coe to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We would be glad to comply with your request to have your maps unfolded and on display, but
we have tried this with other publications with a warning sign that such documents were not to
be removed, but human nature is the same the world over and people would ignore the sign,
evidently feeling that any map or other publication on display was for free circulation, so that we
have had to give up that practice.
We have the maps on hand so that when people are interested in the Katahdin section, or the
Appalachian Trail, we can, and do, suggest purchase of them.
August 20, 1935. Letter to Maine Sporting Camp Owners {1 further run of copies for these
envelopes}
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This letter is being sent to the 20 sporting camps along the route of the Appalachian Trail in
Maine.
The first edition of the Maine Guidebook has been exhausted and plans are underway to issue a
second edition, including the Supplement and the five maps subsequently issued. It is hoped that
this Guidebook, which will contain other additional material, will be available in the late fall, to
meet the requests for sales.
A great many inquiries are being made as to the cost of making the trip along the Trail in Maine,
utilizing the sporting camps. It seems, therefore, very desirable to include, in the second edition,
a statement as to the costs to be incurred in making this trip along the Trail in Maine. Attached is
a section which we had thought would accurately reflect conditions. This is based upon the
information obtained from the rates charged the Appalachian Mountain Club and the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club parties on their trips, A statement of costs of the trip in the Guidebook
will be of assistance not only to those who are planning the trip but it will assure the campowners
that the rates which they are charging are the same as are being charged elsewhere.
If there are any errors in this statement and the rates set forth are not satisfactory to you, please
notify the undersigned within the next two weeks, so that a correction can be made. The section
for the Guidebook is set forth in the attached sheet.
Maine Guidebook Editor,
Appalachian Trail Conference,
901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D. C.

COSTS

The principal item of costs for a trip over The Appalachian Trail in Maine, utilizing the available
sporting camps, is for the accommodations enroute. These will be found to compare favorably
with the costs for a similar type of vacation at a resort. For parties hiking over the Trail, the cost
of accommodations, including lodging, dinner, breakfast and packed lunch, is $3.50 per day per
person, with the exception of Berry’s Yoke Pond Camps, Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps,
Troutdale Cabins and Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps, where the cost is $4.00 per day per person.
For parties who wish to make use of canoes for a short time after arriving at camp, there will be
no charge for canoes not engaged by other guests of the camps, unless the canoes are damaged.
There are ferrying charges of 25 cents at Rainbow Lake, Moxie Lake (except guests of the
camps) and the Kennebec River. Arrangements may be made with Dore’s or York’s Camps for
transporting packs to the other end of Long Pond at a cost of
per pack or person.
Ferrying down to the Rainbow Lake Outlet Dam may be had at a cost of
. Persons will
be met by motorboat at the foot of Nahmakanta Lake and taken to the head of the lake, or vice
versa, at a cost of
.
Letter of August 20, 1935, re rates, sent to following people:
1. Earl York, York's Twin Pine Camps, Greenville, Maine.
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2. Bradeen's Kidney Pond Camps, Greenville, Maine.
3. Fred Clifford, Clifford's Rainbow Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
4. Mrs. Robert McDougall, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross, Maine.
5. J. L. Macdonald, White House Camps, Pemadumcook Lake, Millinocket, Maine.
6. Leon E. Potter, Antlers Camps, Lower Joe Mary Lake, Millinocket, Maine.
7. Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
8. Fred M. Chadwick, West Branch Ponds, Kokadjo, Maine.
9. Joe Boudreau, Third West Branch Pond, Care of Chadwick's Camps, Kokadjo, Me.
10. Ralph E. York, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine.
11. W. M. Arnold, Houston Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine.
12. Bodfish Valley Sporting Ranch, Onawa, Maine.
13. Will M. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Long Pond, Monson, Maine.
14. The Thomas House, Monson, Maine.
15. Wilkins Buckhorn Sporting Camps, Monson, Maine.
16. J. M. Harris, Troutdale Cabins, The Forks P.0., Maine.
17. L. 0. Folsom, Rainbow Camps, The Forks P.0., Maine.
13. Ralph Sterling, Pierce Pond Camps, Caratunk, Maine.
19. The Ledge House, Dead River Village, Maine.
20. The Arnold Inn, Stratton, Maine.
August 20, 1935. Myron Avery to Harold Schnurle, Chairman, Executive Committee,
Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Schnurle:
You will receive, under separate cover, two newspaper articles which tell of recent developments
in the Appalachian Trail project in Maine, which I trust you will find of interest and that you will
agree with our opinion that the result will be a very worthwhile asset to the State.
You will recall that some time ago (before this assistance from the C.C.C. materialized), we had
asked the Maine Development Commission to assist in putting this project on a more permanent
basis. Specifically, we suggested that the sum of $250 a year would assure the continuance of
this asset to the State. You will recall that our proposal was not sanctioned by the Commission
and that Mr. Swett was kind enough to explain in confidence to me the obstacles encountered. In
turn, I wrote Mr. Swett very freely as to the exact circumstances and the true situation. He told
me later that he had forwarded this correspondence to you and I am sure that you have read it
and hope that you feel with us that Mr. Stobie’s attitude in the matter is based on a
misconception and unwarranted. I refer to these matters with some hesitation and I do so only to
clear the record.
However, even with the C.C.C. help, we have very considerable problems for maintenance and
much other labor is required on the Trail. For example, we have been obliged to furnish the
paint used for the C.C.C. work and have made, during the winter, some 150 large board signs to
mark the route of the Trail. In addition, it is absolutely essential that we re-issue the Maine
Guidebook, which is now exhausted. Without it, the Trail can be little used. Further, it seemed to
us that, with an asset of this sort, it would be very much worthwhile to have the State issue a
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booklet, telling of the Trail in a general way. In this respect, it would merely be following the
example of Vermont. 1 have sent to you, from time to time, the Guidebook, the Supplement and
various maps, so that you may know the amount of original and valuable material contained
therein.
I happened to be in Maine recently and had an opportunity to discuss both of these proposals
with your Executive Secretary, Mr. Everett Greaton. I enclose a copy of a letter which I have
written to him. I have furnished Mr. Greaton with copy of the material which the revised
Guidebook would contain and the text and photos of the descriptive article on the Appalachian
Trail in Maine, which we hope the State will issue as a booklet. I am enclosing a carbon of the
latter article and I hope that you will find an opportunity to read it, not only to appraise its value
as a State publication but for the information it contains as to the nature of the Trail project.
I appreciate that the material submitted for this booklet is of a slightly different tone than most of
the publicity pamphlets, but in support of this method of approach I would call attention to such
a permanent and valuable publication as Professor Sawtelle’s booklet on HISTORIC
HGHWAYS AND WATERWAYS IN MAINE, published by the Development Commission.
I hope that I have been able to make sufficiently clear the very real necessity for another issue of
the Guidebook and for such a booklet about the Trail. The C.C.C. work is presenting a very real
asset to the State, which should be placed on a more permanent basis in order to conserve and
perpetuate it as one of the features of the State. You will appreciate also, am sure, that neither Mr.
Greene nor I have anything to gain in this connection except a desire to make available to others
some of the things in the State which we so much appreciate.
I have heard throughout the State many expressions of satisfaction with the broad-gauge point of
view with which you approach the problems before the Maine Development Commission and,
for this reason, I am particularly happy that we are able to lay these problems before you.
I regret that I did not have an opportunity to discuss these matters with you personally at
Portland.
cc: Greene, Greaton, Flynt
August 20, 1935. Telegram from Neil Violette, Maine Forest Commissioner, to Myron
Avery
RETEL GOVERNORS PROCLAMATION WILL NOT EFFECT SCHEDULED
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB TRIP FROM BLANCHARD TO KATAHDIN.
August 20, 1935. Myron Avery to Postmaster, Carrabassett, Maine
Dear Sir:
We are issuing the second edition of Guidebook to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, and I am
writing to ask if you will kindly furnish certain information with respect to the approach to the
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Trail at Bigelow Village, which the Trail reaches enroute from Mt. Bigelow to Sugarloaf. Is the
Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes Railroad operating from Farmington and what trains are run
over this road? Has the railroad track been torn up beyond Carrabassett, or how far does it run
toward Bigelow Village?
We would be very much obliged to you for any information which you can give us in this
particular.
{Letter returned with handwritten note dated August 29, 1935: Dear Sir, The Sandy River &
Rangeley Lakes R.R. was discontinued July 1, 1935. Nearest R.R. Point is Farmington, Me.
Railroad track has all been taken up from Carrabassett to Bigelow. A. F. Soule, Postmaster.}
August 20, 1935. Frederick F. Schuetz, ATC, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Avery:
Rec’d. bill of Miss Stephenson and your note regarding payment. Sorry I cannot comply as our
balance is less than the amount of the bill.
Receipts
Maine A.T. Club
Miss Kempt
Boardman
Warner
R. H. Torrey

20.00
56.61
5.00
5.00
28.75

Disbursements
Wibert
Conger
Greene
[?]
Miss Siegal
Miss Kempt
Aeronautical Eng.
Shenandoah
M. H Avery

10.00
10.00
6.42
7.14
20.00
10.00
1.51
6.60
21.78

115.36

93.45
21.91

August 21, 1935. Martin Kilpatrick to Myron Avery. [Hand-written on Arnold Trail Inn
stationery]
Dear Avery:
We have just completed the A. T. from Monson to Bigelow Village and find that the Guidebook
directions are essentially correct and the trail from the Kennebec to Bigelow is in fine shape.
Perhaps I can tell you more by going over our journey.
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We left Monson shortly after noon Aug. 16th and trailed over to Blanchard and then returned
over the trail to Monson, checking the data in both ways. I enclose the copy. The Thomas House
was unable to take care of us so we stayed with Mrs. F. E. French who has three rooms and
serves meals. The fare was good and she would like to be listed in the next edition of the
guidebook. On August 17th we drove to Blanchard and trailed up to Moxie Bald and spent the
night with the fire warden. We had a good time in spite of the heat 98 in the shade at noon and
not under 69 during the night. The trail is fair but might have a few blazes added between miles
seven and eight (page 8 in book). Our plan for the 18th was to drop down to Troutdale and
spend the afternoon paddling to Moxie. The trail down from Moxie Bald is very bad and not
very interesting. Most of the time we were in raspberry bushes or grass up to our shoulders with
no idea where we were putting our feet. If the A.M.C. party plans to travel from Blanchard to
Troutdale in one day I suggest they go down the fire warden’s trail and have Harris meet them
with the motorboat. The best walkers should allow nine hours for this trip—6 hrs. to the fire
tower and three via “Raspberry Run”. We had a wild time on Moxie Pond. After we had passed
the Black Narrows camp—a fisherman discovered a fire between the camps and we put in there
just in time to save the camps and kept the fire under control until George Martin brought in a
crew from Caratunk.
Corrections—page 10—three lines from bottom change “east” to west.
The trail from Troutdale to Pleasant Pond Mountain is somewhat overgrown and needs a few
more blazes. The present instructions should be “when in doubt follow the telephone wire.
George Martin met us at the fire tower and travelled out to the Highway with us and then set us
across the Kennebec. He was very considerate and seemed very friendly. The trip in to
Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps is over the tote road now being improved by the C. C. C. crew
who are encamped near Sterling’s camp. We arrived in time for a canoe trip on the lake with its
fine view of Coburn. From Pierce Pond Camp on August 20th we travelled out to Dead River
and to the Ledge House where the accommodations were excellent. This trail has been gone
over by the C. C. C. crew and the going is excellent until one strikes the improved gravel road
five miles from Dead River. The trail directions are essentially correct.
(Page 15) At 2.83 one might add that a blue blazed trail leads to Mitchel’s Pierce Pond Camps
etc. One should also add that the first right off this side trail leads to a sandy beach on Pierce
Pond affording excellent bathing. Page 16—change 11.06 to 10.06. If one goes to the ledges as
we did the day’s travel includes seven miles over hard road and with the thermometer over 100
that is not pleasant. On going over the map it seems that the trail could be relocated so as to
come out on Highway 16 at the Ledge House and then continue from that point over Little
Bigelow and on to the fire tower. This would eliminate the road walking. Incidentally the C. C.
C. crew is constructing a shelter at Cold Stream. Page 16—change (5 lines and again 2 lines
from bottom) Highway 26 to 16.
Today’s trek was over a really fine mountain as you know and the C. C. C. crew of six are
clearing just below the fire tower. The side trail at 3.81 could be extended to include some caves.
Mr. Blackwell can give you the details. 5.62 (page 18) should read 4.62.
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Page 19—at 7.48—b.b. trail leads app. .25 m. to right to summit of the North Horn. We
explored the Horns Pond and find that the swimming is excellent on the north side. I suggested
that a side trail be cut and a shelter placed on that side. One can dive from the rocks and the
water is excellent. Page 19—middle. Change Me. Highway 26 to 27. Incidentally the distance is
14.58 in the text and 14.38 in the heading. I suspect 14.58 is correct.
I attempted to see H. N. Taylor this evening but he will not be back until morning. I did contact
Forester Savage at the Flagstaff C. C. Camp who seems to be in charge of the work on the
section and he tells me the trail is cut to Sugarloaf but is not cut nor spotted beyond to
Saddleback. I will see Mr. Taylor in the morning and will probably shift our head quarters to
Gorham (Madison House) and start over Old Speckle and the Mahoosucs. If we do this we will
probably continue to Hanover or the Long Trail Lodge if the heat wave breaks. It seems
inadvisable to attempt to go through as the woods are so dry that the possibility of packing our
grub has been eliminated by the recent ban on all fires. The C. C. C. boys are not even allowed a
fire at lunch.
To come back to our own trail in Pennsylvania I note that Mr. Crowder comments on the
distance to the spring. The distance measure by a wheel is .6 m. not .3 m. I do not have a
guidebook here but if it says 0.3 it is incorrect. We will have the completely corrected data in
the fall including all side distances. We also plan to do a little rock work on one trail which
should improve the footway.
I hope this rather lengthy account has given you a picture of the trail from Monson to Bigelow
which adds to your personal knowledge. We want to thank you for your trouble in writing letters
etc.
August 21, 1935. Daniel Wight to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I was very sorry not to meet you when you passed over Old Speck. It is my wish to make your
acquaintance when you are in this section again.
When I came down last nite I found your letter and the A.T. markers. I shall put them up as you
specified, on the trail up the mt. and on each side of the scrub patch on the summit where the trail
branches.
We have had no rain here since a week ago last Sunday so the fire hazard is increasing rapidly.
There are some indications of rain tonite but it is rather hard to predict. Have had but one fire—
on Lake Umbagog shore and it was found and extinguished in about an hour.
August 21, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Stubbs:
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I appreciate very much your thoughtfulness in sending me your letter of August 19th, which
crossed my telegram and the reply received from the Forest Commissioner. The weather would
indicate that Maine is due for a rain tomorrow and the Forest Commissioner’s telegram confirms
my understanding of the situation. Our party is doing no fishing and lighting no fires. In fact, it is
rather unusual that only 2, out of the 14 in the group, smoke at all and then very infrequently.
They understand that there can be no smoking in the woods, and we will have no difficulty on
this score. Please tell this to the Commissioner. I realize as you do what a tragedy it would be to
have a fire break out after the party had passed along the Trail route and I am doing everything in
my power to prevent such a catastrophe.
August 22, 1935. News Release from The Appalachian Trail Conference
CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS MAKING OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO
THE RECREATIONAL ASSETS OF MAINE
A C.C.C. project which will result in giving to the State of Maine a recreational asset unequaled
elsewhere is now in full progress. Some two years ago 175 miles of the Appalachian Trail
extending from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow, were marked by a group of volunteer workers
interested in the Trail project. Old tote-roads and trails were utilized and new sections cut, where
necessary, to form the through route of a high, scenic order. The section of Trail in Maine was,
then, the one uncompleted unit in the 2050-mile Trail which extends from Maine to Georgia.
Appreciating the value of this Trail as an asset of the State and its further use for fire protection,
last winter C.C.C. Forester James W. Sewall, of Oldtown, Maine, recommended to the C.C.C.
officials that The Appalachian Trail be formally adopted as a C.C.C. project for the State of
Maine. This proposal was heartily seconded by the Maine Forest Service under the direction of
Forest Commissioner Neil L. Violette. With the aid of officials of The Appalachian Trail
Conference at Washington, the necessary approvals were obtained, so that this spring the
Appalachian Trail was formally adopted as an item of the C.C.C. program.
Crews have been sent out from each of the four camps close to the route of the Trail. The crew
from the Millinocket C.C.C. Camp, under Foreman Boyle, is working west toward Joe Mary
Lake. The crew from the Greenville Camp, in charge of Foreman MacNeal, has already
completed the section from Blanchard to the base of the Barren-Chairback Range and is now
pushing ahead to meet the Millinocket crew at Joe Mary Lake. The camp at Flagstaff has a crew
working an Mt. Bigelow and another crew working east toward the Kennebec River, following
the route blazed by Game Warden Helon N. Taylor, of Eustis, Maine, who opened the trail from
Bigelow to Mt. Sugarloaf last year. The Rangeley Camp, under Foreman Viles, is cutting a new.
trail on Mt. Saddleback near the Rangeley Lakes. The C.C.C. crews consist of about fifteen men
from each camp, who work on the Trail under the direction of a foreman. The boys are especially
picked for this work and take pride in their assignment as “The Appalachian Trail Crew”. The
work consists of cutting back the bushes, making a wide and clear trail, removing the deadfalls
and putting down logs over the wet places in the route. The paint blazes, which mark the entire
trail route, are being renewed.
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Walter D. Greene, President of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, who has just returned from an
inspection visit of the work of the four camps, has sent an enthusiastic report to The Appalachian
Trail Conference of the excellent work being done on the Trail and the enthusiasm with which
the work is being carried on both by the C.C.C. boys and the Trail foremen. Greene predicts that
when the work is finished, the State of Maine will possess a wilderness trail of a type which will
be unequaled elsewhere. With its peculiar advantages of accommodations in the form of sporting
camps, its beautiful lakes and mountain peaks, and well marked and maintained trails, Maine
wil1 possess an asset which no other state in the east can rival. The Long Trail in Vermont,
extending 260 miles from the Canadian border to the Massachusetts line, has been much
publicized but in Greene’s estimation, the work of the C.C.C. will result in a far superior Trail in
Maine.
To complete the work, Forester Sewall has detailed C. Granville Reed to thoroughly spot and
mark the uncompleted link between Saddleback Mountain and Grafton Notch. It is expected that
Mr. Reed, will be joined later by Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., and a group from the Bates Outing
Club, who last, summer made, a reconnaissance survey of this route. Superintendent Ray Viles,
of the Rangeley Camp, Superintendent Ray Savage, of the Flagstaff Camp, Superintendent
Emmonds Stacy, of the Greenville Camp, and Superintendent Frank Brown of the Millinocket
Camp have afforded Mr. Greene every cooperation in his labors this summer to coordinate the
Trail work.
Forester Sewall has under consideration plans for eliminating a very uncertain water crossing of
the Penobscot West Branch through the building of a short log bridge between the piers of the
old dam.
Members of the newly organized Maine Appalachian Trail Club are very enthusiastic over the
progress being made toward completing the Trail in the State. It is expected that the work will be
finished in 1936. Meanwhile, the preparation of a revised edition of GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE is proceeding, with the hope that the new Guidebook can
be issued in the fall. Two new 2-color contour maps, The White Cap Region and the BarrenChairback Range, have been recently issued by the Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union
Trust Building, Washington, D.C., thus completing the series of maps for the hitherto unmapped
area extending between Katahdin and Moxie Pond. Earlier a one-color map to the entire route of
the Trail between Katahdin and Saddleback was issued.
If the necessary financial arrangements can be made, the Maine Club hopes to have issued an
illustrated booklet on the Trail route in Maine similar to the 23-page booklet on Mount Katahdin
in Maine written by Myron H, Avery, which was published last year by the Maine Development
Commission.
August 22, 1935. Walter Greene to Edgar L. Heermance, Chairman, New England Trail
Conference
Dear Mr. Heermance:
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1 have your letter of August 6th and I am delighted to know that the New England Trail
Conference intends to be more active in Maine. I have felt in the past that, with such a substantial
addition to New England Trails as the Maine unit is, we should receive more assistance from the
New England Trail Conference. We have found it difficult to understand the lack of interest.
I appreciate personally the compliment which you pay me in asking me to serve as State
Chairman for the New England Trail Conference. You perhaps are not fully aware of the way in
which the work has been done in Maine. Until the recent organization of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club, it was carried on by personal contact with Mr. Avery supervising the work. We have
consulted and planned constantly and what is done is carried out under his direction. He has had
the burden of finding the ways and means to carry on the work, while I have been able to do a
substantial part of the field work between Blanchard and Katahdin. In fact, I think it is a little
more than the "close touch with the Appalachian Trail" which you mention. I have spent weeks
and weeks on the Trail. I may say that my connection with the project grew out of my friendship
with Mr. Avery. I presume you are aware of the fact that, but for his activities and interest, there
would have been no work accomplished in Maine to date.
I have so much to do in the way of carrying out our mutual plans for the development of the Trail
in Maine that I feel I cannot undertake the task of acting as State Chairman. First, it would be
adding too much to the heavy load which I am already carrying. Secondly, I have no contacts
with any other projects other than the Appalachian Trail. My transportation facilities are very
limited. Further, I am somewhat at a loss to see how I could be expected to care for newspaper
releases. I have no secretarial services. My letters are in longhand--some of which my friends say
are very bad indeed (the fact that I have had this letter typed is out of special consideration for
you). You are familiar with what the Washington group does in the way of sending out
newspaper releases. It would obviously be impossible for me to handle this, let alone finance it.
I hope that you will not misunderstand my position. It simply is that the Appalachian Trail work
absorbs and continues to absorb all of my energies. I appreciate and value the interest which the
New England Trail Conference now seems to exhibit, in our project and I am hoping that our
work will be to your satisfaction and that you will support us in every way possible. As the
Maine work is coordinated under Mr. Avery, I presume that you would want to discuss the
matter direct with him.
I hope that you will have an opportunity to travel some of the Maine Trail in the near future, for,
with the C.C.C. work, we think we are developing the finest thing in New England.
August 22, 1935. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Yours of Aug 15th received. I suppose you are starting for Maine tomorrow. I should have
written before. I am going to Rangeley this afternoon and will see what I can do about giving
instructions for painting. I can not spend much time there but I can show Mr. Viles so he can
instruct them in a short time. Mr Viles is an old woods foreman so all he will need to know is
your way of marking and he can do the rest.
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I do not see any chance for the trail to be finished from Sugarloaf to Saddleback, via Abram, this
year. The Bigelow crew C.C.C. are still working on the main trail on Bigelow. The other crew I
understand is working between Kennebec and Pierce Pond on the tote road. They have not
started on the Sugarloaf trail yet.
I expect to have three boys (15 to 17 years old) visiting me next week and they want a camping
out trip. If all works well and the weather permits I shall take them and a flock of axes and start
through from Sugarloaf to Barnjum. That will put a hole through anyway.
As for Oct 31st I regret very much that I can not promise to go with you for that is our busy time
of year. You see the hunting season is open then also the trapping season. We work very nearly
day and night from Oct. 1st to Dec. 1st. Anyway I will keep you informed and if I get it
swamped and marked you can follow through by yourself.
1 have finished marking the side trail on Bigelow and the one to the North Horn. I need about a
gallon of blue and a gallon of white paint. Just so to have some in reserve. I received a gallon of
white yesterday but will need that on the Sugarloaf to Barnjum section. I will try to get Phillips
started in the Barnjum to Saddleback end between now and Oct. 1st.
The members I suggested for the Maine Appalachian Club are,
Viles Wing, Chief Fire Warden, Flagstaff. Maine
Frank E. Phillips. Game Warden, Strong, Maine
C. Lloyd Smart, Game Warden, Stratton, Maine
I received the signs O.K. and as I was leaving for Maranacook right away I turned them over to
Herbert Blackwell. I have not seen him since 1 got back but I suppose they are all up. {Blackwell
is fire watchman on Bigelow.}
I liked Walter Green very much. What he has done for the Appalachian Trail makes my little
section seem like nothing at all.
Yes the Flagstaff crew is just improving what trail I have marked and I am well ahead of them as
yet.
There are no relocations as yet. There is one thing I wish to call to your attention tho. The C. C.
C. road (Graveled and good for auto travel) is about one half mile further along on the Trail
going from Dead River to Pierce Pond than it was last year. I have not marked the Long Falls
side trail yet. When I do I will have a sign painted and put it up where it turns off.
I met Mr. Kilpatric this morning and his party. They seemed disappointed that the trail was not
finished over Abram and Saddleback. They said the Bigelow section was in fine shape.
I hope you have a good trip to Katahdin and if you send me the wheel I can get some side trail
data anyway and maybe from Bigelow to Barnjum.
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August 23, 1935. Appalachian Trail Conference News Release
WASHINGTON CLUB COMMENCES 120 MILE HIKE
OVER APPALACHIAN TRAIL
Washington, D.C., August 23. Fifteen members of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club of this
City left here today for a two-weeks’ hike over the Appalachian Trail in Maine which is said to
be one of the finest units of this 2050 mile super-footpath. This is the farthest distance away from
Maine from which so large a party has come to travel the two-year old trail in Maine. The
Washington contingent will arrive at Blanchard by train on Saturday morning, where the hike
eastward to Katahdin commences. The party will utilize the sporting camps along the Trail route,
located at intervals of a day’s hike. This itinerary is via Dore’s Mountain View Camps, York’s
Long Pond Camps, Chadwick’s West Branch Camps, Berry’s Yoke Pond Camps, Potter’s
Antlers Camps, Macdonald’s White House Camps on Pemadumcook lake, Nahmakanta Camps,
Rainbow, and Daicey Lake Camps, respectively. A day will be devoted to the exploration of the
new side trails in The Gulf of the West Branch of Pleasant River, called the “Grand Canyon of
the East". Another day will be devoted to a canoe trip on the Joe Mary Lakes. The party plans to
spend two days at Katahdin, returning to the railroad at Millinocket on September 5th.
The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club is a very active unit in the Appalachian Trail Conference,
maintaining a 260-mile section of Trail from the Susquehanna River to the lower end of the
Shenandoah National Park, with side trails and shelters, for which a 462-page Guidebook and
many maps have been issued. The size of the party has been restricted by the limited
accommodations of some of the sporting camps en route. The proposed trip aroused considerable
interest in this vicinity. The personnel of the party comprises some of the most interested and
active members of the Washington group. It is expected that Walter D, Greene, President of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club will accompany the party over the Barren-Chairback Range
where, in 1933 he practically single-handed opened the Appalachian Trail route. The party will
be under the direction of Myron H. Avery, a resident of Lubec, Maine, and Chairman of the
Appalachian Trail Conference which supervises the development of the entire Trail.
The hikers from below the Mason-Dixon Line are looking forward to this trip with much interest.
Accustomed to the narrow crest line of the Blue Ridge in a hardwood forest, the lakes and
streams in the spruce and fir forests through which the Maine Trail leads, will prove a most
interesting diversion.
The Appalachian Trail Conference also announces that a few days after the Washington group
leaves, a party from the Appalachian Mountain Club will commence a two-day hike over the
Trail in Maine westward toward Mt. Bigelow. A small group from the Philadelphia Hiking Club
started west over the Trail from Blanchard on August 21st.
August 24, 1935. Jasper Haynes, Buckhorn Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
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Your letter of Oct. 22, 1934 at hand. You say in 6 weeks you will send corrected map of my
section. I sent what information I could to Mr. Speyers as you requested.
Will be glad to receive map also to have you visit me.
August 25, 1935. W. L. Arnold, Big Houston Camps, to Myron Avery
Maine Guidebook Editor
Enclosed you will find booklet with rates on the back page.
August 26, 1935. W. O. Wright, Passenger Traffic Manager, Boston and Maine Railroad, to
Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Acknowledging receipt of your letter of recent date, relative to train service between Boston and
Farmington, Me., also Rumford, Me., on October 31st or November 1st:
The only train operating between these points leaves Boston, North Station at 1:20 A.M. E.S.T.
and this train will be in effect on the above dates, except leaving time will be 2:20 A.M., the fall
change of time taking place on Sept. 29th. This train operates daily except Sundays. When our
fall schedule is ready for distribution we will be pleased to forward you a copy.
August 30, 1935. Ron Gower to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:We start tomorrow morning at eight. By that time you will be on the way to MacDonald's. I have
watched you all along, and rejoiced with you when it was a good day, envisaging some of the
views myself which you must have been seeing.
Thanks for the enclosures. They were very helpful. 1 wrote Harris and Walter, just to check up
and make sure all was well. Walter thinks I need a guide to get from the summit down to
Troutdale. Must be tough.
In regard to the enclosed page from your press release. Whadya mean, TWO days?
The enclosed clipping from the Sunday Globe (Boston) of 8/ll/35 will interest you. Now you'll
have to add another page to the Telos yarn.
Mrs. Burrowes was finally prevented by family illness from joining us, but Kate is coming along
again. She's on the Federal Express right now bound for Boston, where we meet her to-morrow
(no, being after mid-night it is this morning).
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Our recent trip to Katahdin was the hottest trek I have ever known. That Sunday it was officially
109 in the shade in Bangor. At Baxter Peak it was 94 in the shade and over 100 in the sun. Yessir,
saw it with my own eyes! Slept out on the Tableland up near Caribou Spring. Enjoyed a
marvellous night, warm, with a glorious sunset, and an equally fine moonrise, which we saw
from Hamlin Peak. Dudley is keeping everything open for you on the night of the 4th. Heard him
turn someone else down who wanted accommodations for that night." No siree!" says LeRoy.
The road from Togue in, is under construction, but passable. Parts of it are very good. From
Togue out you can do 40-50 miles an hour, honest. The Park Service have a nice camp at the old
Depot site. Have rebuilt the bridge over Avalanche Stream and have the new road swamped half
way to the Roaring Brook crossing. The camp is under the control of Mr. Ellingwood, a very
pleasant chap, who is ably assisted by a Mr. Knight, who is becoming well acquainted with the
mountain. He turns thumbs down on the Basin Ponds development, says Sandy Stream pond is
the place. Time will tell.
The old Basin Ponds camp is in tough shape. Starting to lean downhill—- you know what that
means, unless it is shored up. A good deal of vandalism has taken place there, shelves and
partitions being chopped up, even the NW corner of the roof is gone. Stove and pipe still OK, but
all windows gone. The "office" is still intact, however. It surprised me to find the big grindstone
gone. Someone must have wanted it bad.
Went over into the Klondike Pond Ravine. The old trail to the NW Plateau has been named the
"Burton Howe Trail". Who was he. Do I betray inexcusable ignorance in asking? Best wishes to
the crowd.
August, 1935. Distances from Millinocket along Millinocket-Nesowadnehunk Tote-Road,
by L. F. Schmeckebier
Smith Pond
4 miles
Carry between Millinocket Lake and Ambejijus Lake, Spencer’s Camp
Grant Brook
10 miles
Right Fork to Togue Pond Camp and Depot Camps
15.2 miles
Pockwockamus Bridge
16 miles
Abol field
20 miles
Abol Trail
21.5 miles
Hunt Trail (Appalachian Trail) State Camp
25 miles
Road to York’s Twin Pine Camp
27.5 miles

8.5 miles

Distance from Millinocket along road to Depot Camp
Togue Pond
St. John Trail
Windy Pitch
Depot Camp

17.5 miles
21.5 miles
22.5 miles
24.5 miles

September 3, 1935. Edward B. (“Ned”) Draper, Canton, Mass., to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
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Dear Myron:
Mighty sorry I missed your call at my office. It’s “long time” and we have many cases to settle.
Int. 1. Where did you go this summer?
2. How are the family?
3. Is everything OK by you?
4. Can you get me a sketch map showing approximate location of new national park in
Wash. Aroos. and Penob. counties in the Grand Lake St. Croix River section. Papers report (by
Sec’y. ??) 78,000 acres acquired. Frank Hinckley’s toll road thro scenic K. I. Works has struck
the snag caused by Frank’s sudden demise.
I hope Baxter’s “The Sovereign State of Maine is not for sale” comes true.
Pulpwood business still sick but it’s a good time to buy right kind of land in right location.
Your Ktdn. brochure is a wonder. Keep it up.
Ran the new road West of Ktdn. last fall, sadly, because it claims the last glorious wild spot in
the State.
Good luck Myron
(Advise on your next date in Boston. I’ll meet you.)
September 4, 1935. Everett F. Greaton to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have been very much interested in looking over the material you have sent. I shall take up this
matter with the Commission at the next meeting and will then let you know.
P.S. Can the Appalachian Trail be travelled by horseback?
September 10, 1935. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
Your letter of August 22nd was forwarded to me at Lubec. I have just returned to Washington
and have an opportunity to reply to it.
Our trip over the Trail was extremely successful. The weather worked out very well and the rain
did not trouble us. The C.C.C. have done splendid work in the eastern part of the state.
1 have a letter from Kilpatrick, praising the condition of the Bigelow section of the Trail, so that
we can feel very much satisfied with that.
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I have instructed the paint manufacturer to send you a gallon of blue paint and you should have
that within the next week. As to the white paint, as you have a gallon on hand, I am waiting just a
bit to find out if the C.C.C. Camps have received their white paint which was supposed to have
been delivered to Augusta a long time ago. Our finances are running low and if we can avoid
purchasing any more white paint, I should like to do so. I will hear from Mr. Sewall about this
very shortly and, in any event, it will not be permitted to hold up the work, for if you find that
you need some immediately, I can get it to you within 2 or 3 days. So, if it is satisfactory to you,
we will see if the C.C.C. have obtained their paint so that we can use that.
I have sent to you, from Lubec, the measuring wheel. You can look at the meter and see if it
arrives in good order. You know about setting it back to zero and if you will make the same kind
of a sketch as you did last fall on the links that you measured, I can easily translate it into the
Trail description.
Since the Guidebook is exhausted, I am busily working on the second edition and hope to have
all of the manuscript for the Trail, reading in both directions and including the maps available for
the final copy, within the next 2 weeks. The book is printed by a new process, which
photographs typed sheets, rather than having it set up in type. This is very much cheaper. I had
hoped originally that the second edition would get as far as Me. Highway 4. I have concluded
now that the wisest plan is to have the second edition go as far as Sugarloaf, so I shall need to get
from you, as soon as you can give it to me, the measurements from Bigelow Village to the cone
of Sugarloaf. I am enclosing a rough outline of some Trail description for the next section, which
1 have prepared and which will show you the points at which measurements can well be taken.
While we would like to have the new book cover as much as possible, in view of the situation as
set out in your letter, don’t you think it is best to have the limits from Katahdin to Sugarloaf? We
can issue the new data as a Supplement when the book appears. This means that I should have
the measurements for the Bigelow side trail and also for the side trail to Carry Ponds, if one was
cut. I will need to have you tell me about where the side trail to Mitchell’s Camps goes off from
the Appalachian Trail, as well as the side trail to Carry Ponds, so that I can get that in the data.
I have just found out that the train service to Carrabassett has been discontinued and that I can
get no farther than Farmington. So I am wondering, if you were busy, just how I would be able to
get to Bigelow Village to go over that section of the trail and get out again.
The Secretary of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club is taking up the election of the people whom
you proposed.
There is only one thing about which 1 have not been able to get very much information, and that
is, the amount of work which has been done on Saddleback by the crew over at Rangeley. As I
wrote you, I think it very important to get this crew started on painting the trail which they cut,
and as you plan to see Mr. Viles to talk with him about the marking, you can find out just what
the situation is here. I imagine that this camp has done less on the Trail than any other. It seems
to me that it would take all of next year before the Trail as it now exists is completely gone over
by the C.C.C. In addition, we will have the work remaining west of Saddleback. I have written
Mr. Sewall to find out how Mr. Reed progressed with the exact location of the route between
Saddleback and Grafton Notch.
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It is very important, as you know, to have the signs put up in a conspicuous place, where they
will attract attention. We have noticed that so many people, in putting up signs, overlook this and
nail them at some convenient tree, where they are not seen and do not serve their full purpose. I
found a number of instances of this on checking the signs put up in eastern Maine and our party
was able to put up those which had not been previously attended to.
This is a rather long letter, but you will appreciate that I am having my troubles and will have
them, in getting out this second edition of the Guidebook and it would help me very much if you
could let me know at once as to what side trails actually have been cut which should be included
in the data. I cannot state the distance on the entire Trail until we have the figures for Sugarloaf
or as far beyond as may be open and traversed. I am hoping to hear from you in the very near
future.
Since we have the C.C.C. available on Mt. Abraham, I presume that you intend to follow the old
tote-road-down to Barnjum instead of the Two-Sled Road.
September 11, 1935. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [10-page hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Well I went into Boudreau’s on Tues. 3rd. I must be patient and explain that where the leaves
fall which will be about the middle of Oct. I won’t be here. Also the days are getting shorter for
effective work. Also I prefer to take a trail thru when the conditions are the same, as when a
person is travelling it. Also I’m “leery” of Burns’ ideas. Well it’s thru I’m glad to say. What at
first looked to me to be a hopeless job, turned out the opposite. We have a relocation that cuts
out the entire mile of swamp and alders and what is more it’s good going and hard ground, also
one comparatively easy for the crew to clear. I judge this new line will save the crew at least
three days work. I was desperate to solve this as I went over the line to Guy’s camps the first
day. It is such a wretched stretch and never could be kept open. The alders would be in again in
a year or two, and it must be hell in a wet season. It wasn’t done quickly tho, and was a problem.
The actual work wasn’t so hard, it was trying to find a feasible way thru. I determined not to be
hurried in this and it took time.
I was in there five days in all, one lost by a heavy storm. The C. C. C.’s hauled me in on the
road, and I got to Chadwick’s. Had a talk with him. He was in bed. That leg was a bad break. I
went around to Joe’s by the trail, as I wanted to look it over. It’s marked plainly enough, but it’s
a tough stretch from the camps at Whitecap’s foot to Joe’s. The C’s are going to have a hell of a
job bushing that out. I can tell MacNeal just what he is up against now. Got to Joe’s about four.
He and Jesse were out with a couple of sports. Staying for the night. They were glad to see me.
I started the next morning Wednesday for Guy’s camps. I looked the country over as I went and
it didn’t look any too promising to the right. I took your painted line thru the camps and
followed it to where you stopped in that alder sag. I wondered why Charlie kept going to the
south when W. B. Pond was west. It looked a hell of a hole ahead. I had no intention of going
that way. I beat it back a ways to where you turned left, and pushed thru the short stretch of
alders across a spring brook and came up immediately on another knoll. I scouted this all over in
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various directions and found traces of an old road, with quite good going, got off this finally and
went over a flat for a ways scouting and zig zagging some, but following either an old game trail
or road, and finally came to a bog with a small pond. There was a knoll to the north of this but it
looked rough. Across to the south I could see a long hard wood ridge about ½ m. away. This ran
N.W. and S.E. and it looked to me, as if it was the only way. To get to it and follow it to where
it would hit the line, I pushed along the left side of the bog over a rough rise and started for it,
but ran into the hell hole you went thru. I didn’t go far, it was getting along so I got back to
camp.
That night we got the tail end of the big storm. It blew great guns and the rain lashed the
windows and roof, but I felt snug and happy in that nice warm cabin. Jesse had gone to
Greenville for supplies and didn’t return until Friday evening, so Joe and I had a good visit
together. A wonderful character that old fellow. Rained Thursday cleared in the afternoon. Joe
told me to keep to the right of the bog pond and try to get thru that way over the knolls. He knew
the country years back. Friday I went to Guy’s and to the bog pond, and up on the knolls found
good going, short boggy sag, but not wet bog, crossed this following game trails then up on
another knoll, scouted good going and came off that on a flat (hard ground tho) and found a good
way thru that by zig-zags, finally came up on another knoll, the last, found foot way on this
crossed small brook and finally burst thru into old trail well below that beaver flowage corduroy.
All this took considerable scouting and figuring tho. The growth is mostly small fir, but not
thick. In fact lots of open ground on this line. Not so many deadfalls and I kept out of old dri-ki
and slash. I had small spotted, and now went back and blazed thoroly as far as that the bog cord.
It was then time to get back to camp.
Saturday I started over the new line, and completed the marking to Guy’s. Had lunch then took a
30 ft. chain I had brought and measured it. That was a cute job alone. Going back and forth, and
trying to untangle the line frequently. However I got it done finally about 5 and hustled for camp.
The result is enclosed, and I bet it’s right to a few feet. It’s just about as long as the old line. It
was Sat., the C’s could not haul me on Sunday, and there is no good phone connection from
Joe’s, so I concluded to go across to Berry’s. I wanted to see that section also Charley and I had
brought a little paint. Jesse wanted to go aways and as he was very human this time was glad to
have him, altho he threw a fit and wanted to go home because I wanted to paint a few extra spots
from the Conley trail to the relocation. He painted that, I could do nothing with him in ‘33 and it
is badly done and needed more marking. He went over the new line, didn’t say a word, when we
reached the Great Northern Camp on the E. B. and were having lunch I asked him what he thot
of it. He said great! Couldn’t have done better myself, which is praise from Sir Hubert or
whatever the hell his name was. He left me here and I ambled along and got to Charley’s about
4, and enjoyed the trip.
A fine trail from Guy’s. I spotted and painted that stretch you spoke of up from the East Branch,
also used up the rest of the paint at junctions etc. If we could cut out the mile from Conley’s trail
to the relocation we would have a nearly perfect section but that can be much helped altho it’s
terrible footing now, and will always bush up again. The relocation the C’s ought to do in a day
and will stay open. No bushes only firs. It’s well marked they will have no trouble following it.
It cost something tho six days going and coming, but Charley only charged me 2.00, same as Joe.
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It’s well worth it tho. Charley and I had a great visit. His evident friendship for me I take as a
real tribute. The table there is much improved. Good cook. There was no one there.
I phoned Stacey and they got me home Monday. He was pleased when I told him of the work to
be saved the crew. Infantile paralysis case in the Greenville camp, all quarantined. Mac’s crew
were to be called off end of this week. I’m going in Sat. to Dore’s, and down the lake to a nice
little camp Judkins has hidden away near York’s side trail. Will stay 4 or 5 days. Just want to be
in the woods these wonderful days. Will be with them and see results, but I’m not going to work.
This is on my own. May go over to the Gulf and look out the Indian Head thing. I know now
it’s further up the Gulf. I phoned Dore. He is out for supplies Sat., and I’ll meet him at Bodfish
and he will haul my pack in, will get a boat and go down the lake.
He says Mac is on 3rd Mtn. now. York’s side trail was terrible and held him up. These 8 miles
of side trails have delayed the main line. If Mac gets them to York’s he will do well. The rest
will go over to next year. The Millinocket crew should go as far as Boudreau’s. Their stretch
was short and not hard compared to Greenville crew. We can talk this over when I get home. I
had a card from Boyle, who as I asked him to do went after the paint question. Brown told him
they had received no paint. Stacy said they had theirs. Flagstaff also something wrong. I at
once sent him two qts. I had here to Kokadjo c/o Boynton. This ought to carry him thru. He said
he was almost out. I have a pint of that thick stuff in the shop and nearly a qt. hidden near
Slugundy to paint from there to Bodfish which I will do before I leave. Ron reports all O.K. at
Bodfish. Liked it.
By the way will the fact that the relocation is made allright, and the measurement and data in
your hands in time, discourage any more fretting or long range trail work. Good mind to send
you the letters you wrote about it. Also the signs. The fact the C’s were not in the picture at the
time is the sole cause of the situation you had to meet. I grant Nahmakanty was spelled
incorrectly. I had always spelled it that way. Locals do and I did not notice the H until I had
finished. Don’t think it will cause any panic. If they tell people where to go. Sometimes where
the signs go up, the trees will not grow in the right spot for us. All the signs were correct as to
copy furnished. I’ll send you Smeck’s [Dr. Schmeckebeir, PATC] letter to me about them as
soon as I get time to answer it. I shouldn’t have given York’s son those signs, I can see, but he
seemed to know the mtns. and was an intelligent lad.
I had a letter from Jack today. He wants to have me around during his week up here. I go to Joe
Mary about the 23rd. If he will go there to Potter’s it will be a wonderful break. No one I would
rather have with me. I write him tomorrow. He couldn’t find a better place for his vacation.
Feeling O.K. Really enjoyed the trip up there. It was nice weather. Finest time of the year. Joe
and Charley are always a joy to me to meet. Have been working on the wood-pile. Days are
getting short. It was great to know you and the party had such a wonderful time. Don’t see how
App. people can fail to be impressed tremendously with Maine and what they see of it from the
trail. Ron wrote me he got to Troutdale 5:40 just made it, said the 3 ½ miles this side of it in
burnt land is terrible. This ought to be relocated. It will always be bushed for years. Couldn’t
the fire warden’s trail be used. I don’t know the country of course. Didn’t want to. Wonder
how the crew down there are going and when they finish. Haven’t you heard? I don’t want to
butt in on Taylor’s territory. Have they made good progress? I wrote Sewall today a report of
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my trip, and spoke of the Millinocket paint situation. I wrote this last night, had hoped to cover
all things, but must write to Jack. Will write tonight. All my best.
Greene’s Chaining Records. [Greene attached to the previous letter two pages of hand-written
records showing his count with the 30-foot chain, apparently in 150-foot sections. I have
approximated his apparent tallies.]
Each mark represents 30 feet, each group represents 150 feet.
Beginning at right turn into Guy’s camp yard, leave camp yard at 360 feet, go up on 1st knoll at
630 feet, then off 1st knoll at 1,050 feet, where he left the painted line. Cross spring brook on big
pine log at 1,110 feet, and cross 2nd knoll at 1,500 feet, leave 2nd knoll at 1,800 feet and take a
sharp left turn, then a sharp right turn at 2,010 feet and another sharp right turn at 2,190 feet.
Head up on 3rd knoll at 2,550 feet, pass small bog pond on left (south) at 2,610 feet and go off 3rd
knoll into boggy sag at 2,760 feet. Head up 4th knoll at 3,090 feet then off knoll at 3,360 feet and
take a sharp left turn at 3,450 feet. Take a sharp right turn at 3,660 feet, cross a small spring
brook at 4,410 feet and head up 5th knoll at 4,500 feet, coming out into old trail at 4,860 feet.
Believe distance from where the relocation comes into old trail to corduroy over Beaver flowage.
[Looks like Avery calculated the results as 5,010 feet, but Greene shows 32 groups plus 60 feet,
so 32 x 150 + 60 = 4,860.]
Logan Brook on left going north 810 feet.
On second knoll is fine view of Boardman, Jo Mary, Shanty range, and White Cap.
This is another gain over old line.
Logan brook crossing was too far back to chain too.
September 11, 1935. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton
Dear Mr. Greaton:
A reply to your letter of September 4th has been delayed by my being, as you may know, in
Maine in conjunction with a trip of 14 members of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club over the
Trail from Blanchard to Katahdin. It was a thoroughly enjoyable experience. The out-of-state
visitors were loud in praise of the manifold attractions of the Maine link of the through Trail.
I am very glad to know that you have found the matter which I have sent of interest and are
taking it up with the Commission, and that I shall hear from you after the next meeting. We hope
for favorable responses.
Parts of the Appalachian Trail in Maine can be readily traveled by horseback, but there are
sections where this would be impossible, and it would require a rather careful survey with this in
view to specify exactly the portions which could be ridden over and those which could not.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

209

We were delighted with the work being done on the Trail by the C.C.C. in the way of improving
and clearing it. It is the finest thing of its kind which I have seen.
cc Greene
September 11, 1935. Myron Avery to Neil Violette
Dear Violette:
In view of the interchange of correspondence following the Governor's proclamation restricting
the lighting of fires, I wanted to report that these regulations were fully complied with on our trip
and that there was no building of fires or smoking by any of the party en route.
The trip was very successful and greatly enjoyed by the Washington people to whom the country
and its surroundings were a decided novelty. We found the work of the C.C.C. to be an almost
unbelievable improvement in the trail and the only difficulty on our trip was the delay in the
arrival of the truck which was to take us to Millinocket, caused by the heavy storm and new road
construction. In this connection the patrolman stationed at Togue ponds was particularly helpful
to our party and enabled us to take means to get the truck, which was stuck, out of the mud so
that we made our train connections. Our party wishes to have commended his courtesy and
assistance. We are very much pleased with the trail conditions and with continued improvement,
expect to find increased travel over it.
Copy to Fire Warden, Togue Pond Camps
September 11, 1935. George Fernald, Boston, to Appalachian Trail Conference
Gentlemen:
I got one of your Appalachian Trail Guides last year one day when I was in Washington, also a
blue print entitled "Katahdin East Branch Pleasant River". In looking this map over last evening I
noticed that you show the trail to the fire tower on Wadleigh Mountain starting from the head of
Second Roach Pond. As I happen to have a small camp near the vicinity of Penobscot Pond, I am
fairly familiar with that particular territory. The fire Warden’s trail does not start from the head
of Second Roach Pond, but follows in the tote road to Penobscot Pond; then swings around the
head of Penobscot Pond; then follows around almost to the Town line, which cuts across
Wadleigh Mountain, and keeps just to the left of the Town line and of the small pond which you
show on the map right up to the fire tower.
I thought you might like to have this called to your attention as this fire warden's trail is a well
defined trail and is not in the location which you show it.
Incidentally, I agree that the Farrar Brook trail, which you show as obscure, is at least that. I tried
to follow it one day last fall while I was at my camp and the beavers have obliterated any trace of
it a part of the way.
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If you are interested in tracing the fire warden's trail, I will send you a rough sketch showing
approximately where it goes.
September 11, 1935. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps
Dear Mr. Clifford:
In the haste of getting away from Rainbow Lake, I did not have the opportunity to tell you how
thoroughly the Trail Club enjoyed the stay at Rainbow Lake. We felt that you did everything
possible to make our visit pleasant and it was with real reluctance that the group got under way
the next morning. They were particularly pleased when I brought out the trout which you gave
me to carry along for lunch. We really had had a shortage of fish on the Trail and this was a thing
which the people had expected to find rather plentiful.
We duly put up all of the signs and you may be sure that I feel, as you do, very pleased over the
condition of the Trail down Rainbow Lake and that we all greatly appreciate your assistance to
the C.C.C. boys.
September 12, 1935. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Yours of Sep't 10 received and will answer in part right away. Glad you had a good trip to Maine.
You were sure in good luck as far as the weather was concerned.
I talked with Mr. Savage last Saturday evening. He has no paint as yet. Mr. Viles is also still
waiting for paint. I am going to Rangeley tomorrow and will take him over the gallon of white I
have on hand. I shall also give Mr. Savage the gallon of blue to use on the side trail around via
the Carries unless I hear different from you. He has that nearly finished but the painting. The
Carratunk to Pierce Pond crew finishes this week over there and I understand start on the
Sugarloaf trail next week. The Bigelow crew are working on the Stratton side trail now
somewhere around the first ledges.
Mr. Savage wants to put his side trail from Pierce Pond to East, Middle and West Carry Ponds
then over Round top Mt. cross near the Ledge House and up onto Little Bigelow and from there
onto Bigelow. I myself think that is a grand idea but it calls for a lot of work. I should rather see
the Sugarloaf to Saddleback trail finished first. Mr. Savage said he hoped to get to the top of
Sugarloaf this year.
Mr. Viles has a very fine trail from the highway to the top of Saddleback on his side. I was
talking with a Mrs. Mason and party the other day and they said it was in fine shape. His crew is
now working south west of the highway towards Summit. I think if when you hear from Mr.
Sewall you find that the C.C. C. have not received their paint you had better send me another
gallon for Mr. Viles as he wishes to keep the painting along with the other work.
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I will get the data on the Sugarloaf trail as soon as possible after the wheel arrives. Also the side
trail on Bigelow and the Carries. I will do Sugarloaf first. I guess that is all the dope I can give
you at present but will write again as soon as I see Mr. Viles. I did not get any more done
between Sugarloaf and Abram. My boy campers did not show up. I intended to get in there next
week but if the wheel shows up I will measure Sugarloaf first.
September 15. P.S. I did not get this mailed so have more to add. I have seen Mr. Viles. He says
he has about 10 miles done south west of highway no. 4 besides the trail onto Saddleback. I gave
him the gallon of white paint you sent me last. He says no C. C. C. paint has arrived as yet and
he wants to get on with the painting.
Inclosed find data for Sugarloaf. I did that yesterday. The lumber road you start on at Bigelow is
new this year and passable for trucks. The other lumber works further up are old and will not
show up much in a year or two. The 5 mile mark is as far as there is any trail at present.
I will do the side trail on Bigelow as soon as I get time and send that along, too.
September 12, 1935. Myron Avery to Shailer Philbrick
Dear Shay:
Your letter of September 8th was a great disappointment. It is so far below the usual Philbrick
form that I am not doing the customary thing of taking it to Frank and Jack to read, for their very
great entertainment.
We are having a session tonight to discuss the changes in Maine and the developments which I
found on our very successful and thoroughly enjoyable trip from Blanchard to Katahdin. The
C.C.C. are making the finest trail which I have ever seen. Walter has repainted over Moxie Bald
but I do not think that the Cs will hit it until next year.
To explain very briefly, we are putting out the second edition of the Maine Guidebook, reading
in both directions. It will be about double the size of the first book and will contain the chapter
on the geology of the trail. We are having it typed and will print the thing by the planograph
method. In all, there will be 8 maps and two of them will be two colors. The Barren-Chairback
map has so many changes on it and additions that it was impossible to use again the old map.
Further, when you have contours, a one-color map is very unsatisfactory. Therefore, we decided
to try and put this out in two colors. One of Wesleysmith’s men tried to make two new tracings
as we only had $10. for the work. So you will see the difficulty. The blueprint sent you was a
combined blueprint from these two tracings. The trails and streams are on one tracing and as
unfortunately we had the work done on a large scale on tracing cloth, the register is far from
perfect. However. since the contours are on the separate tracing, there is not the danger of
confusion that comes from the use of a three-color project which is out of register. Very few
people realize that the streams are not exactly right in relation to the contours. You will realize
the terrific handicaps we experience in getting these things out. It is a case of doing the job on a
shoestring and it is only the amount of volunteer labor which makes this possible. The other
maps which I had sent to you show what has been accomplished and so, since we appreciate your
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reluctance to criticize the map and knowing how much good talent is going idle, we are mailing
you two tracings and hope that you will do the best you can to adjust any errors. This story about
being busy doesn't impress any of us very much, and we are almost disposed to suggest that the
fair ladies of Hamilton be given a week's rest while you stay home for a few evenings and really
do a bang-up job of making two first-class tracings on celluloid, so that we won't have the
registration trouble. It is a tragedy to have such talent available and go unused. We are struggling
here with proof reading and, at the same time, are getting out a Guidebook to the Southern
Appalachians. So why not give us a most delightful surprise by making 2 good tracings and we
will turn out a first-class two-color map. However, we shall have to have at least the corrected
tracings within 10 days. So don't fail us on this score. I am only sorry that we could not have a
personal session on this for with the persuasive Schairer and the eloquent Jackman, I have no
doubt but what our map will be forthcoming immediately, although our dignity might suffer in
the process.
When are you coming east, so that we can tell you what has happened in the good old State?
September 12, 1935. Accounting for the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club Maine Trip, by
Myron Avery {Original to Jackman, Copy [?]}
In account with
POTOMAC APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB—MAINE TRIP
CASH RECEIVED
(Excluding deposits returned of Gordon Durr and Warren Watson. Note: Latter donated to Trail
Club.)
May 24, 1935
May 24, 1935
June 20, 1935
June 20, 1935
June 20, 1935
June 25, 1935
June 25, 1935
July 2, 1935
July 10, 1935
July 11, 1935
July 16, 1935
Aug. 13, 1935
Aug. 15, 1935
Aug. 15, 1935
Aug. 17, 1935
Aug. 18, 1935
Aug. 20, 1935
Aug. 20, 1935

Jean Stephenson
Marion Park
W. C. Dean
Mark Taylor
Mary Dorsey
Wm. J. Koebel
Harold McCoy
Ruth Lenderking
Harriet Caspari
E. H. Walker
Anna Michener
Ruth Lenderking
Mary Dorsey
Wm. J. Koebel
W. C. Dean
Marion Park
H. D. McCoy
Alice Stuart
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$10.00
10.00
20.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
45.00
45.00
45.00
90.00
45.00
45.00
50.00
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Aug. 21, 1935
Aug. 23, 1935
Aug. 22, 1935
Aug. 19, 1935
Aug. 19, 1935
Aug. 19, 1935
Aug. 19, 1935

Egbert Walker
Alice Stuart
M. H. Avery
Mark Taylor
Anna Michener
Harriet Caspari
Jean Stephenson

Total cash received – 14 people @ $55 per person

45.00
5.00
55.00
45.00
45.00
45.00
45.00
$770.00

(Received $7.25 for Orville Crowder used in paying his expenses)
CASH EXPENDED
August 10, 1935
Adhesive Tape
August 15, 1935
Epsom Salts, Aspirin, Iodine
August 15, 1935
Band-Aids
August 16, 1935
Candy, etc. sent 5 camps as per Voucher No. 1, attached
Purchase of Guidebooks, etc. from A. T. Conference (Voucher 1-A)
Telegram to Maine Forest Com.
August 24, 1935
E. C. Simpson – Transportation, Blanchard to Bodfish
(Voucher No. 2)
August 24, 1935
Dore’s Camps – Boat to York’s from Dore’s (Voucher No. 3)
August 25, 26, 1935 York’s Camps (2 nights) (Voucher No. 4)
Paid caretaker at Hermitage for ferrying and guiding (no receipt)
August 27, 1935
Boudreau’s and Chadwick’s (Voucher No. 5)
Paid boy for ferrying (No receipt)
Paid boy for ferrying
August 28, 1935
Berry’s Camps (Voucher No. 6
Paid Waitress Berry’s Camps (no receipt)
August 29 and 30
Potter’s (Voucher No. 7)
Paid to Waitress
August 31st
Macdonald’s (Voucher No. 8)
Sept. 1, 1935
Nahmakanta (Voucher No. 9)
Sept. 2, 1935
Clifford’s Camps – Ferrying (Voucher No. 10)
Sept. 3, 1935
York’s Camps and Ferry West Branch
Sept. 4, 1935
Chimney Pond – Expenses (Voucher No. 12)
Sept. 5, 1935
Transportation to Millinocket
Supper Togue Ponds (Voucher No. 13)
President [Present?] for Fire Warden Foss
Check tax, 17 checks at $.05 each
Paid waitress, Togue Ponds
Paid C.C.C. Truck drivers
Sending Measuring Wheel to Stratton
Postage
Total
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$ .36
.92
.25
6.74
21.00
.95
12.00
52.00
98.00
2.00
45.00
1.00
.50
58.00
2.00
98.00
2.00
42.00
$56.50
63.50
48.00
35.00
15.00
10.50
.70
.85
2.00
3.00
1.00
.50
$679.27
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Balance to account for

90.73
$770.00

Enclosed is check for $90.73, representing final balance due from trip leader.
Under circumstances as too ample payment was required to insure payment of all expenses, I
recommend that a $5 refund be made by the Treasurer to each of the 14 people on the trip. The
result will then be a net profit of $20.73.
M. H. Avery
September 13, 1935. Myron Avery to Charles W. Blood, Boston
Dear Mr. Blood:
I am obliged to you for your letter of September 4th in answer to my letter of August 16th. I did
not expect to put you to the trouble of having to answer my comments which, as you know, I
made merely thinking that some of my observations might be helpful in handling a situation
which is difficult because of its location. Many of the matters which I referred to I assumed you
would hear from the Trail crew or from some other source.
Recent newspaper accounts of prosecutions for violation of the Governor’s proclamation which
banned the lighting of fires during the recent drought led me to comment again upon the shelter
situation. Undoubtedly the action of the late owner in granting the Club permission to build the
shelter should work as an estoppel - at least as far as A.M.C. members are concerned - if it
attempted to prosecute under the statute which imposes a fine of $10.00 for lighting fires without
the owner's consent. Whether the estoppel would operate in favor of non-Club members, who
used the shelter, I think would be subject to serious doubt. However, there is nothing in this
consent which in any way relieves the liability of the non-resident who lights fire, even with the
land owner's permission, while camping without a guide in an unorganized territory. It is against
this situation that I suggested that a warning should be given or an attempt made to have the
Forestry Department declare this a public campsite. Since this does not involve going to the
owner for permission, it does not bring into play the Biblical situation which I think you
correctly quote. I do feel, however, that in holding out that these shelters are available for use,
the Club is remiss in not warning that their use does violate the Maine Statute with possible
consequences.
You may be right about negotiating the cliffs on Mahoosuc Arm, as my available time was
limited to two half days, but this was better than nothing. However, I was climbing and I am sure
that my difficulties were due entirely to the nature of the trail. Incidently, we have just returned
from a trip with fourteen members of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club over 130 miles of trail
from Blanchard to Katahdin. As you may know, five spur crews of the C.C.C. are working on the
Trail and the sections which they had finished, to my mind, made the Maine section one of the
outstanding links in the east. The entire Trail in Maine has been adopted as a C.C.C. project and
when the uncompleted section in Maine is eliminated by the C.C.C. work, if the project
continues--as we hope--there would be an opportunity of improving the Mahoosuc trail as far as
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the New Hampshire line. This is a matter in the future and I merely mention it for your
consideration. I wish you could have an opportunity to see the very fine work which has been
done in Maine on the Trail.
September 13, 1935. Myron Avery to Ruth Hardy, Editor, Appalachia
Dear Miss Hardy:
I presume that you duly received at Wonalancet my reply to your last letter and understand that I
am awaiting your further directions in the matters which we have discussed. I find that I can not
locate here my carbon of Philbrick’s article on the Geology of the Trail route in Maine, and 1 am
asking if you will be good enough to send it to me tor a few days. I shall be able to send it back
to you very promptly if you wish.
We are busily engaged in getting out the second very much expanded edition of the Guidebook
to the Trail in Maine, and you will recall that I said we should like to have permission of
Appalachia to reprint, for this limited circulation, the article on the Geology, if is used. For this
reason, it would be of considerable convenience if you could tell me what decision you have
reached in the matter.
Our trip over the Appalachian Trail in Maine, with our party from the Trail Club, was extremely
successful. The work done by the C.C.C. on the Trail makes it, to my mind, one of the finest
units in the east. Everyone was highly enthusiastic over the results.
September 13, 1935. Myron Avery to Keith D. Wilson
Dear Mr. Wilson:
This is a continuation of our conversation at Bodfish Farm. For publicity purposes and other use,
we have been trying to build up a collection of photographs on the Appalachian Trail route
through Maine. I have been wondering If you would be good enough to let as have an
opportunity to see the aerial photographs of the Trail route which you told me of at Bodfish Farm.
I could then determine whether or not these photographs would be helpful to us in our work. For
your convenience, I am enclosing postage.
September 13, 1935. A. H. Jackman, Chairman, Excursions Committee, to Miss Caroline
Whitney, Recording Secretary, Appalachian Mountain Club
My dear Miss Whtney:
I wish to express, for the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, its appreciation for the courtesy and
assistance rendered to our party traveling the Trail from Blanchard to Katahdin in a two weeks’
trip, while traversing the knife-edge of Katahdin. Appreciating a difficult experience in crossing
the well-known peak above the Chimney at Katahdin, your Mr. Herbert C. Towle was of
considerable assistance to our party. The courtesy and friendliness with which Mr. Towle
assisted our party created a most pleasant impression of the Appalachian Mountain Club on the
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group who were visiting this region for the first time, and we wish to have the Council of the
Appalachian Mountain Club informed of Mr. Towle’s very courteous assistance in this
connection.
Copy to Mr. Herbert C. Towle
September 13, 1935. Myron Avery to H. S. MacNeal
Dear Mac:
1 am enclosing copy of a letter which I have written to Mr. Sewall and I have gotten off to you
under separate cover the various publications which I was to send. If you do not receive them all
and if there are others which you wish that were not included, please let me know.
It will help greatly if you will bear in mind to let me know of any additional side trails, etc., or
changes in the route. From the Guidebook description you can approximate easily where they
would come in.
By the way, some of our people heard the boys singing an Appalachian Trail song. Unfortunately
we neglected to try to get a copy of it and find out to what music it was written. Would it be too
much trouble to have it written off so that we could use it with our song sheets. The boys may be
interested in some of the Trail songs which are set out on the enclosed sheets.
I am planning to call on McGregor within the next two weeks--just as soon as the rush of
business after this vacation tapers off.
With best regards from all of your friends in the Washington Club,
September 13, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
In your letter to me recently you asked that I send you any criticism which I noticed of the C.C.C.
work on the Trail after our trip from Blanchard to Katahdin. 1 am very glad to say that we can
have no criticism but only all praise for the work. Fortunately, at Long Pond I had the
opportunity of discussing the work and our views in this connection in great detail with Mr.
MacNeal. Fortunately, Mr. MacNeal was able to go with us over the new trail which he had cut
from Long Pond to The Gulf and to investigate the side trail system to points in the Gulf cut by
Mr. Greene. Consequently, we feel very familiar with the work done in that section.
It also happens that I have had reports from very experienced representatives of other outing
Clubs about the sections which we were not able to cover personally and on which the C.C.C.
had worked. Our party began at Monson but did not cover the section of Trail between Slugundy
and the side trail to Dore's Camps. With that exception, I think we have seen all of the work
performed to date.
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As far as the Trail work itself is concerned, we have no suggestions. The clearing of bushes and
interfering trees and removing of deadfalls has been very complete and thorough. The necessary
bridging of streams has been done. The result is a very fine foundation for a trail of a high order
which will lessen future maintenance problems. I was particularly concerned with the marking,
for to my mind this is the most important phase. With a wilderness such as we have in Maine and
the maintenance problems, it is absolutely essential that the marking should be adequate and at
the same time so skillfully done as to avoid any criticism. I was extremely pleased to find that
our views and practice in this connection had been put in practice very thoroughly and that the
marking everywhere was entirely adequate. There is a tendency which manifested itself
occasionally to have a number of blazes within a very short space. This is a condition which I do
not think will repeat itself and I am rather loath to mention it lest the result be a swinging over to
the other extreme. It is not a case of having the consecutive blazes too closely spaced, but merely
a number of trees which are close together.
I did think that in the painting, the section from the West Branch, at Clifford’s to Rainbow Lake
had not been repainted by Mr. Boyle’s crew and I strongly urge that this be repainted. As Mr.
Boyle’s crew was away over Labor Day, unfortunately we did not have an opportunity to talk
with him. The other sections of the Trail worked over by Mr. Boyle were painted in a very
commendable fashion. Further, the paint blazes on Katahdin were renewed by a volunteer from
Baltimore, so that this problem is eliminated. We put in mile markers, which are numerals
painted either on trees or on rocks. In addition to enabling the traveler to orient himself with the
Guidebook, they are helpful in indicating the speed at which the person is walking and we want
to make every effort to have these numerals permanently marked. Therefore, I had meant to ask
you to have the foremen instruct their crews to watch for these markers and repaint then as
conspicuously as possible, preferably in two places, so as to avoid their loss. In cases where
numerals are painted only on the tree, they had better be painted also on the rocks and vice versa.
The foremen will note that the arrow points back to the northern section, which is the zero mile
stone in each case.
I had been told that the Millinocket crew had built a lean-to on the West Branch but I did not find
it as we came along the Trail. If this has been done, I would greatly appreciate Mr. Boyle’s
letting me know exactly where it was built, so that I can note it in the Trail data. This is, of
course, one piece of information which we are most anxious to have.
I looked over the Nesowadnehunk Damsite with considerable interest. I had failed to realize how
narrow the water span was here. Has there been any progress with respect to having the State
taka over the burden of putting in this bridge, or have you come to the conclusion that you will
have to resort to a temporary timber affair?
There is one matter which I should like to ascertain, and that is whether or not the titanium oxide
paint has been obtained and will be distributed to the camps. To check on the type of paint, I
wonder if your purchasing agent could advise from whom it was obtained and under what
specifications. As nearly as we can find out, all of the paint used has been that supplied by the
Trail Conference through Mr. Greene and as our supply is running out, I thought it advisable to
ask you to have your assistant check up on this matter of the paint being supplied to the various
camps.
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We are proceeding now to issue the second edition of the Guidebook which will read in both
directions and include all of the supplementary material as well as the maps issued. I am sorry
that we cannot delay this until all of the Trail work has been finished, for the C.C.C. activities
involve many improvements such as the location of additional springs or opening of side trails to
viewpoints as well as some slight changes in the route. I know that the crew foremen give careful
attention to the Guidebook description and it would be most helpful if blanket directions could
be issued to have any additional features along the route or changes reported to me so that
notation could be made in the Guidebook description. Everyone will appreciate our desire to
have this as accurate as possible.
I have been thinking over the geographic limits which the second edition will cover and I have
concluded that we will have to restrict it to Barnjum just beyond Mt. Abraham and perhaps to
Bigelow Village. I had hoped that the route might be finished to Maine Highway 4 west of
Saddleback, which would make a very fine division for the book. It seems to me that it will be
close to the end of next year before all of the now marked trail can be gone over by the C.C.C.
and then we have the problem of the uncompleted link.
If you have any suggestions as to the scope of this second edition, I should be very glad to have
them.
In addition to the paint, there is one other matter which I shall have to ask if you attended to. Has
Mr. Reed turned in any report of his explorations for his route? If so, it seems to me that it would
be highly desirable to include in this Guidebook a generalized account of where it is planned to
have the Trail in the uncompleted section go. Mr. Reed, I presume, will report this in sufficient
detail so that it could be transcribed into a generalized statement of the projected route. However,
in view of the necessity of getting out the Guidebook within the next two months, we should
have this report at once so that we can put it in proper form and have Mr. Reed check it over. 1
hope it is not asking too much to have this matter looked into.
I am sending several carbons of this letter so that you can distribute it to the various camp
superintendents and camp foremen. There is only one section as to which we have some
uncertainty as to the progress made, and that is the camp working out of Rangeley. We know that
they are working on the Trail near Saddleback but have not had a report as to whether they have
completed the route between Maine Highway 4 and Saddleback and are pushing east over the
mountain. Can you obtain for us, without too much trouble, from the Superintendent at Rangeley
an exact statement of the progress of the work?
I am hoping that this second edition of the Maine Guide will prove to be a very creditable
publication and this is my reason for checking up at this time on these matters which will
materially improve the publication.
If there is any way in which our feeling of appreciation of the excellence of the Trail work being
done by the C.C.C. and their interest and zeal in this connection can be adequately expressed, I
wish you would advise us.
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I regret very much that a delay due to a storm and the bad road from Depot Camps to Millinocket
so delayed our party that I did not have the opportunity that I had expected of calling on
Superintendent Brown in Millinocket.
I am still hoping to have the opportunity of talking with you about these matters in person some
time in the near future.
Copy to Walter Greene, H. S. MacNeal, Mr. Brown
September 13, 1935. Myron Avery to E. M. Hamlin, Milo, Maine
Dear Mr. Hamlin:
Does the American Thread Company happen to have a map which I noticed recently in Maine
entitled “Copy of that part of Bowdoin College not owned by Moosehead Investment Company
and H. and W. — L-33 - American Thread Maine Mills”? If not, can you advise me where it
might be possible for me to obtain this map?
I am sending you, under separate cover, a blueprint of a map made of the Barren-Chairback
Range which may be of interest to you. We hope to issue this map in the very near future as a 2color map.
Some fourteen members of our Potomac Appalachian Trail Club at Washington went over the
Barren-Chairback Range on a recent two-weeks' trip along the Appalachian Trail in Maine. This
party felt that the virgin spruce and fir on the crest of this Range was one of the most impressive
forest types seen on the entire trip and all expressed the hope that any future lumbering
operations would not reach up so far as to remove the strip of virgin timber along the crest of the
Range.
September 13, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have sundry news and also sundry requests.
In the first place the Governor and Council have set aside $1500 for us from the State Contingent
fund to buy material for the suspension cable bridge across the West Branch at Sourdnahunk.
The Army has agreed to a 10 man crew being put out there to do the building. I have written
Amherst asking for authority to go ahead and use the necessary men but have not heard from
them as yet. That is the only thing which is holding us up.
I visited parts of the trail out of Flagstaff and Rangeley this last two weeks and with some minor
criticisms I think it is going along all right. I do not expect this trail will be completed this year
but we can finish it next summer; also there will be certain parts to be improved on which we can
undoubtedly use men to advantage even although they have been over it this summer. It occurs
to me that where we are building shelters you will want to keep watch and indicate as soon as
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possible where we should put additional ones, if more than six or eight people are apt to stop
there at one time.
There was no paint at Rangeley at all and we have not been able to get any from the Government
as yet for this camp. It is terribly slow and we do not know what becomes of requisitions. We
cannot buy ourselves but have to order through some sort of central supply department. In view
of all that the C.C.C.is doing is it not possible for you to send a supply of white paint to Ray
Viles, Superintendent at Rangeley. He plans, if he gets paint, to put a couple of men painting the
trail from the top of Saddleback as far west as he goes. His crew is now 12 miles west in the
neighborhood of Summit. It will be there building a shelter for about two weeks and then he
plans to move it around to the South Arm road and work from that base.
The Flagstaff crew is split; the main body building the blue trail now across the old Arnold Carry
but they will diverge from that and build a blue trail along the top of Little Bigelow Mountain to
join the white trail on Bigelow. A smaller crew is working up on Bigelow and will shortly be
building the shelter near the Horns. I told Savage, the Superintendent, that I thought two shelters
would be in order here. If this is not right let me know immediately.
Now there is one other thing and that is that we seem to have no foreman or engineers who have
ever put in a cable suspension bridge. I can get a man from the American Steel & Wire Co. for
$10. a day and his expenses. I doubt as the appropriation will let us do that. We do not want a
man very long but I think that if we could get such a man to come over for say a week after they
get ready to put the bridge up It would be an extremely paying proposition. Is it unreasonable to
ask you to move to get me about $100. to defray this expense? Let me know immediately what
you can do.
We have been able to borrow horses from the Great Northern Paper Co. free and also to get
cooking outfit, etc. from them, without cost, for this small extra crew.
I hope to hear from you in due time as to your trip, particularly with criticisms on performance.
{Copy Taylor, Greene, Schuetz}
September 13, 1935. Myron Avery to A. R. Ellingwood, Supt. C.C.C. Camp, Old G.N.P.
Depot Camps, Millinocket
Dear Mr. Ellingwood:
1 presume that the boys duly reported to you that they were able to get Crawford's truck out of
the mud and that we reached Togue Ponds in good order. We are certainly greatly indebted to
you for your courteous assistance. Otherwise, we might have missed our train, which would have
been extremely unfortunate.
I have sent to you, since my return, some of the Trail literature. We are busily engaged in
preparing the second edition of Guidebook to the Appalachian Trail in Maine and I should like
very much to get an accurate statement of the distance from Millinocket to the Depot Camps. I
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have the speedometer reading from the railroad station to the forks of the road as 15.2 miles.
According to my calculations, it should be 8.8 miles farther to your headquarters and 1.7 miles
farther by the road to the Roaring Brook terminus. I have also stated that lean-tos are being
constructed at the Roaring Brook terminus and that 2 additional lean-tos are being built below
the road beside the brook at Katahdin Stream campsite.
You will appreciate that we wish to be as accurate as possible on these details and if you could
find it possible to have the distances checked by the speedometer on one of the trucks, from the
forks of the road to the Depot Camps, within the ten 10 days, it will be very helpful to us.
Please remember me to Mr. Knight, whom I presume has also seen the material which was
forwarded. If you have any use for further maps or guidebooks, please do not fail to call on us.
Again thanking you for your courtesies,
September 16, 1935. E. M. Hamlin, ATCO Land & Lumber Company, Milo, Maine, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Replying to yours of Sept. 13.
We are enclosing herewith copy of our Land Plan L-33, showing that part of Bowdoin College
not owned by the Moosehead Investment Company and H. &. W. at the time the map was made.
We shall be pleased to receive blueprint of the map of Barren-Chairback Range, which we are
sure will be of interest to us. We note what you say about the virgin spruce on the crest of the
Barren-Chairback Range and will bring this matter to the attention of our officials.
September 16, 1935. Edgar L. Heermance, Chairman, New England Trail Conference, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am glad to report that the Steering Committee of the NETC has approved our purchase of fifty
copies of the revised Maine guidebook at $1.00 each.
September 16, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of the 13th inst. Meanwhile I learn that the government paint has finally come
and is being distributed this week, so you can eliminate the paint from my recent request. Do not,
however, eliminate financial help for getting a construction engineer on our bridge for about a
week.
After the season’s work is over I will send you the locations of whatever shelters we have built.
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With regard to the uncompleted link on the trail. You may figure that we will do something
between Mt. Bigelow and Saddleback; then Viles crew picks up the trail at Saddleback and it
will be pretty well done, I suppose, to the highway running to the south arm of Lower
Richardson Lake. Of course it is spotted all the way through.
I suggest that at one of your meetings you pass a vote of appreciation of the work done by the
C.C.C. on the trail this year, naming the Rangeley, Flagstaff, Greenville and Millinocket camps,
and that you send a copy of this to the Camp Superintendents; and also that you send a copy to
Mr.Fechner.
I also believe that you should express appreciation to Governor Louis J. Brann and to his Council
for their cooperation in furnishing us material for the bridge.
{Copy Greene, Taylor, Sawyer, Schuetz}
September 17, 1935. MEMORANDUM TO THE DIRECTORS OF THE MAINE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
It has been suggested that the following people should be elected members of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club for distinguished service rendered to the Trail project in Maine.
These people are as follows:
Viles Wing, Chief Fire Warden, Flagstaff, Maine.
Frank E. Phillips, Game Warden, Kingfield, Maine
C. Lloyd Smart, Game Warden, Stratton, Maine.
These men have worked with Game Warden Taylor in opening the route of the Trail west of Mt.
Abraham which is to be improved by the C.C.C.
Roy H. Flint, Augusta, Maine. Mr. Flint is the Publicity Director for the Maine State Planning
Board and is well known for his work in publicizing the recreational features of Maine. He is
very such interested in the Trail project and is in a position to help materially along publicity
lines.
K. S. Boardman, Securities and Exchange Commission, Washington, D.C. Mr. Boardman has
just completed a map of the Mt. Bigelow Range, which will be used in the second edition of the
Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
L. F. Schmeckebier, 1444 Belmont Street, N.W., Washington, D.C
C. P. Thomas, 804 Bonifant Street, Silver Spring, Maryland. The board signs on the Trail were
made by Mr. Schmeckebier and Mr. Thomas and as this work involved very considerable labor,
both these men should be made members of the organization.
The manuscript for the second edition of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine is now
being placed in final form. This book will be produced by the photographic process of printing
which will greatly decrease the cost. It will have the Trail data in both directions and contain the
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supplementary material and various maps which have been issued. It is expected that the book
will be made available within the next three months. There is sufficient underwriting in sight,
arranged by Appalachian Trail Conference officials, to insure its publication.
At a later date we will make a report on the work on the Trail during the summer which has been
carried on by the C.C.C. working in five sections. The reports of the Potomac Appalachian Trail
Club, Appalachian Mountain Club, and Philadelphia Trail Club parties as well as individuals
who have been over the Trail indicate that the work which is being performed is extremely
satisfactory. All of the wooden signs which were made last year have been placed on the Trail.
If I am not advised to the contrary in the next ten days, I will assume that the election of these
members meets with the approval of the Board and I will proceed to notify them accordingly.
Sincerely yours,
J. F. Schairer Secretary Maine Appalachian Trail Club, 2801 Upton Street, N.W., Washington,
D.C.
Sent to:
Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Mr. Robert G. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Augusta, Maine.
Mr. A. H. Jackman, 2805 Que Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Mr. Shailer S. Philbrick, 34 Millville Avenue, Hamilton, Ohio.
Mr. Helon N. Taylor, Eustis, Maine.
September 17, 1935. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Inclosed find the data for the side trail on Bigelow.
I did that yesterday. I did not draw any sketch. I think you can get it better from the Gov’t map
than any sketch I could draw. This is a very interesting piece of trail to me with many view
points and many ups and downs.
I find that the bear are using the trail quite a lot around Cranberry Peak Pond and the lumbered
over sections each side. I found where the cubs had climbed many of the small spruce and fir that
I had painted spots on and had chewed the spots or the tree above and below. I think they like
our shade of blue.
There is a crew of nine C.C.C. boys working on this trail. They were on the first ledges yesterday.
Should be at the cave by tonight. They are doing a fine job. Clearing the brush out about twelve
feet wide and limbing up but not cutting the larger trees.
I made a mistake on the Sugarloaf data. The starting point should be Highway 27. 1 believe I had
it Highway 16.
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I hope to get some more done on the Sugarloaf to Abram section done before Oct first. By the
way, I could see snow on Sugarloaf yesterday. Will let you know what progress I make.
Let me know when you are to arrive in Farmington in Oct. and maybe I could arrange to meet
you there and take you back even if I could not make the trip with you.
September 19, 1935. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
I have been delayed in answering your very good letter of September 12th. I am certainly much
obliged to you for all the news you have sent me and I am glad to note that the wheel arrived in
good order and that you were able to get the measurements to Sugarloaf. I am finishing up the
manuscript for the Guidebook and it is being copied. For this reason your trail data on Sugarloaf
came in at just the right time, for it gave me the total distance. I am hoping that things will work
out so that I can get the same data for the blue-blazed trails, although I realize how busy you are
at this time of the year, and if we cannot get it, we will simply include it in the Supplement.
I have taken your data and your diagram which are very excellent, and give me a very good idea
of the situation, and have converted them into the regular trail description. I wish you would
check it over carefully and correct me at any place where I have misunderstood you or have not
put in something which you regard as important.
There is one thing that I am particularly anxious to know. Does the lumber road leave Highway
27 at the point that we saw last year where the sign marked the entrance to the Trail? If not, how
far from where the old trail was does the new trail begin? According to the trail description, this
trail starts beyond the second branch of Carrabassett River. If the beginning has been changed, I
should know the distance between the old and the new trail so that I can correct it on the other
sections. It will help a great deal to have this information.
It was certainly fine that you could furnish Mr. Viles with the paint. I have just had a letter from
Mr. Sewall, saying that at last the paint showed up at Augusta and that it was being distributed
this week so that every camp should have all that it needs. I am having, however, another gallon
of white paint sent to you at once. If you require any more, please let me know. I am enclosing
copy of a letter from Mr. Sewall dated September 13, and my answer to him. Apparently the
Rangeley crew has done a good deal more than we had been advised and if Mr. Savage is able to
get to Saddleback, it will mean quite an extension of the Trail. The only regret is that he will be
unable to measure it so as to get it in this edition of the Guidebook. However, if there should be a
route roughed out and my plans work out, undoubtedly the C.C.C. truck could meet me at
Farmington and take me back from Maine Highway 4 so that I can include these two sections at
any rate.
I feel, as you do, that it is highly desirable to get this trail from Sugarloaf and Saddleback and I
have written Mr. Sewall that way. Of course, since they are doing the work, we can hardly be too
insistent.
There, is one thing more which I wish you would do, and that is, to tell me exactly, perhaps
drawing it on one of the maps, just where this blue-blazed side trail to the Carry Ponds takes off
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of the main A.T. There seems to be some desire on the part of those who travel the Trail to get
rid of the dirt road along the Dead River and it may be that it is this reason which makes them
feel that the side trail is particularly important.
I am interested to note the Bigelow crew is working on your side trail. I imagine that a good
many hikers might go from Pierce Fond to Middle, East and West Carry Ponds and over Round
Top and on to Bigelow. That would make quite a substantial relocation and probably an
improvement, although the section you and I went over seemed to me real good traveling.
I understand that the blue-blazed side trail to Mitchell's Camps is about one-third of a mile. Do
you think this is nearly correct?
My last question is about the Dead River Road. If you will look at the Supplement, you will see
that we say that one turns off at Murtha's Camps and that it is five miles to here from the post
office. How far does the road go? I thought that it continued from the turn of the trail about half a
mile to the head of Long Fall. You will note in the trail data a reference to a trail going to the
foot of Long Falls. I presume the road does not go that far.
As I look over this letter, I see that there are about five points on which I have asked for
information. I am sorry to have to put you to this trouble, but you will see that I need to have this
in order to finish getting the Guidebook set up and it will help me if you will let me hear from
you as soon as you conveniently can.
September, 1935. Undated Report by C. Granville Reed, Emergency Conservation Work
[CCC], Augusta, Maine
DESCRIPTION OF ROUTE LOCATED FOR APPALACHIAN TRAIL
Starting at Grafton Notch on State Highway No. 26, where Trail leaves the road for Old Spec
Mountain Fire Tower, proceed towards Upton 1.7 miles in a Northwesterly direction to the first
farm house. There is an old logging road leaving the field directly behind the barn in an Easterly
course; follow the road which is well spotted marked with blue crayon about 1-1/4 miles; thence
take a yellow section line for about a mile following the same course easterly. Just before
crossing a six foot brook by a beaver dam the trail turns nearly south and follows up bank of
brook about another mile; thence turning due east leads up to the South Peak of White Cap
Mountain, locally known as Baldpate or Saddleback. This trail up to the summit is fairly thick
growth. When top is reached proceed in an easterly direction over the Saddle in barren and open
land to the North Peak; trail line is well marked by rocks and spotted trees.
Follow trail from here down over the North Peak in a northeasterly direction to a blue town line;
follow town line 1/2 mile north to where old logging road turns easterly then follow old logging
road which is well marked with [A.T. Symbol] with blue chalk to old dam on Frye Brook.
There is a good tote road from here re down to Frye Brook Bridge. Located a shelter around 3/4
of a mile down the brook from the old dam. There are some very interesting falls and gorges on
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Frye Brook. Distance from end of fire trail to Old Spec Mountain to Frye Brook Bridge about 10
miles.
Cross Highway on Frye Brook Bridge and directly behind a board camp (occupied) follow a
good tote road about three miles past Surplus Pond to an old set of lumber camps on Mountain
Brook. Just before coming to the lumber camps, turn and go down Mountain Brook (trail well
marked) about two miles.
Cross Mountain Brook by an old beaver dam and follow well spotted trail in an easterly direction
to George Leonard’s [sic, Learned’s] Camp on C Pond. From George Leonard's Camp on C
Pond take trail used by Leonard to Sawyer's Notch (shelter located about two miles south of
Leonard's Camp at a cold spring).
At Sawyer’s Notch trail leaves old tote road and goes in a westerly direction to the South Arm
Road crossing Black Brook on an old beaver dam. After reaching the Highway that goes to the
South Arm follow highway that goes in the direction of South Arm 1.3 miles to where an old tote
road goes about West. (Road well marked)
Follow up this tote road which follows up a brook about 2-1/2 miles to the end of old lumber
works. From here the trail goes through a saddle between Elephant Mountain and Blue Mountain.
Trail continues on to the head of Bemis Brook. (Shelter located here) Continue down Bemis
Brook to the railroad at the Summit. From Summit follow an old trail to Long Pond, Sabbath
Day Pond, (shelter located here) and into an old trail that leads to the Highway Road No. 4,
going into Rangeley. Cross the road directly, follow trail to Sandy River Pond then up by Piazza
Rock (Shelter located here) to Saddleback Mountain.
The trail is all spotted plainly and marked with blue chalk. Turning points all marked so that
anyone can pick them up easily.
There is a crew of men working on the trail; at the present time two shelters have been built; one
at Piazza Rock and another at Sabbath Day Pond. Trail is marked thus: [A.T. Symbol and # sign]
with blue chalk. No side trails were spotted on either Elephant, Mt. Blue or C Pond Bluff. These
side trails are easy to locate but to cut a trail to anyone of the above mentioned is quite a difficult
problem as there is very dense growth with much blow down.
I looked over the possibility of locating the trail over Bemis Mt. and over Elephant Mt. but the
cutting of the trail in my estimation was a difficult proposition.
In the main I tried to locate the trail in a fairly easy country to cut and at the same time in order
to take in as many scenic spots as possible.
Respectfully submitted.
(Signed) C. G. Reed
September 19, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
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Dear Mr. Sewall:
I received your letter of September 16th before I had an opportunity to reply to your letter of the
13th. In the interval you have received my long letter of September 13th which covers several
matters and reports the very satisfactory condition of the Trail.
I am glad to say that Mr. Helen Taylor had been able to supply Mr. Savage with a gallon of blue
paint for the side trail from Pierce Pond around the Carrys and that he had also taken a gallon to
Mr. Viles at Rangeley. While our paint supply is exhausted, I am glad to say we are making
arrangements to get the paint in the hands of the C.C.C. Camps. We have endeavored to keep
them supplied so there would be no loss of effort, as it was most desirable to have the painting
continue with the Trail work. It is the least that we could do and we are making every effort to
accomplish that.
I have practically finished the work of preparing the manuscript for the second edition of the
Guidebook and I shall add one section on list of campsites along the Trail. I can leave this until
the book is practically ready for printing; then I shall have to check up with you again. As near as
I can find out, in addition to the Bigelow shelters, there have been shelters built by the Rangeley
Camp at Piazza Rock and Sabbath Day Pond. I am not clear whether the Millinocket Camp has
built any.
I could wish that things had turned out a bit differently for me so that I might have gotten into
Maine at the very end of the C.C.C. work and measured all of the completed trail so as to make
the Guidebook cover as much as possible. As I read your letter, we have a completed strip of
about 15 miles extending west from Saddleback in this uncompleted link. Mr. Taylor writes that
Mr. Savage hopes to get to the top of Sugarloaf this year. It would seem to me desirable to
concentrate on the through trail and that it would be extremely satisfactory if we could connect
Sugarloaf and Saddleback in order to gain the advantage of having the continuous section and
take in what the Rangeley crew has done. I appreciate the fact that the local foremen know the
conditions far better than I and that there may be a very practical reason for the Flagstaff crew
working on the blue-blazed side trails rather than pushing the section between Sugarloaf and
Saddleback. However, I would like to ask that the suggestion be seriously considered. Game
Warden Taylor at Eustis feels as I do the wisdom of finishing the through route.
This blue-blazed side trail, which I understand leaves Pierce Pond and probably follows the old
overgrown trail shown on the topographic sheet to East Carry, then by Middle Carry and then by
West Carry Ponds over Round Top to Mt. Bigelow, is a very decided improvement on the route,
as it would eliminate 5 miles of the Dead River Tote-road which is now passable by cars. The
latter does give, however, some fine views of Bigelow and between Pierce Pond and the toteroad passes through good country. On the other hand, on the blue-blazed route there are
accommodations at the Carry ponds and the Ledge House while there is only a farm house the
other way. I know that a number of people have suggested that it would be very desirable to
carry the through trail this way. As you will recall, I originally felt and still feel that it was very
unwise to revert to the original route by which we went south down the Kennebec River and
thence to East Carry Pond. However, the picture is decidedly changed, as the white trail would,
in any event, continue to Pierce Pond, which I most strongly recommend. Under such
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circumstances, if I am correct in my understanding of how this blue-blazed trail runs, it might be
a most desirable relocation for the through trail to have it go this way from Pierce Pond rather
than by the Dead River Tote-road. However, there is a tremendous amount of work involved in
this change and it would seem to me most desirable to consider this as an improvement for
another year and at the present time concentrate on putting the route through between Sugarloaf
and Saddleback, for it would seem to me that it would take all the rest of the season for a very
large crew to finish this blue-blazed trail.
I realize that I have been rather long in discussing this, but the situation as I think I understand it
is radically different from our discussion of the route here when the project first came up and I
am suggesting for consideration that it might be highly desirable to change the main trail
completely rather than make this a blue-blazed side trail. However, I should think that it would
be more advantageous to do this another year.
You may be sure that in due course the suggestions of the last part of your letter of September
16th will be adopted. At the Trail Conference in June there were several resolutions along this
order and copies duly sent to the appropriate authorities, including Mr. Fechner. You will have
noticed from the news releases sent out that the work by the C.C.C. Camps, which were
specifically named, was particularly commended.
I have read with much interest the report of Mr. Granville Reed of his location of the Trail and I
gather from his report that a good woodsman could follow the route as Mr. Reed has marked it. I
want to include in the Guidebook this generalized description of the uncompleted section but in
the opposite direction from what Mr. Reed has written it. I have, therefore, taken his description
and changed it to read in the other direction. I wish you would pass it on to him and ask him to
check it over carefully and return it to me as soon as possible. He can write in any corrections or
changes.
I will particularly have to ask Mr. Reed to fill in the description from Baldpate down to the
highway where I have left an inch of space, as I find it difficult to reverse his route here. I hope
he will check this over most carefully, as it is obviously difficult to reverse his report as we have
to for use here.
I should like to make a suggestion with respect to your proposal for additional shelters on
Bigelow. A number of hikers have suggested the advisability of a shelter on The Horns Pond
where the eight mile blue-blazed side trail to Stratton leaves the A.T. This is a most desirable
locality and I think would be preferable to building two shelters in The Col. Mr. Taylor strongly
recommends it. [Actually, Sewall did recommend two shelters at Horns Pond, not the Col.]
I am enclosing several copies of this letter which you can send on to Mr. Savage. I am also
sending a copy direct to Mr. Taylor.
{Copy Schuetz, Sawyer, Greene, Taylor}
September 19, 1935. Harold G. Bailey, President, Bates Outing Club, to Myron Avery
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Dear Mr. Avery:
Last week-end four of us from the Bates Outing Club returned from a week in the woods near C
Pond. We have left behind us a well spotted and completely bushed out trail three-fourths of the
way up "C" Bluff, and the remaining distance to the thirteen hundred foot summit is blazed—two
days work will complete it.
Concerning our trip, we were late in starting because of the ban on camping and fishing
throughout the state. However, with that lifted we were on our way to Rangeley Monday,
September 9th. Dr. Sawyer earlier in the summer had contacted with Mr. Sewall who had
advised us to get in touch with Ray Viles, Chief Forester of the C.C.C. camp at Rangeley.
At Rangeley Viles gave us the choice of cutting east or west of George Learned’s camp on the
AT or putting a side trail up "C” Bluff. He would have liked us to paint and mark a twenty mile
section of the completed AT on Saddleback, but the paint and markers were not available.
Reached Andover late that night and were on "C” Pond the next day. Mr. Learned who also came
out with us told us just where the trail should go, and we spent a whole day in thoroughly
scouting the face of the bluff. The next two days we spent in cutting, and on the last day Dr.
Sawyer came in to visit us. He is pleased with the trail, and there’s no doubt one might go up in a
tuxedo and not get dirty or scratched.
This side trail branches off from the regular AT about a quarter of a mile east of Learned’s camp.
It then goes down to the Pond’s edge, skirts the east end, and then starts north and up the bluff. A
ledge about fifty feet wide and running diagonally down the face of the bluff afforded the place
for the trail.
It is not too steep or rocky, but very interesting. At several places along the trail we ran out little
trails to good viewpoints, and at the 800 foot level where we stopped cutting there is a splendid
view--in the east is Tumbledown and in the west there is Mt. Washington, the White Mts., etc.
Early in the summer I visited Viles for the first time. He has just run the AT down Saddleback. I
followed it for a mile to Piazza Rock where he has built a very good lean-to, fireplace, and table.
As you remember, last year we scouted east to Long Pond, coming out on the Rangeley Road on
the south side. Viles, however, when I first saw him said he was going to run his Trail north, on
the east side of the road, and thus cross the road at the northern end on the Pond and a few miles
nearer the village. Last Monday (the 9th) he told me he has his men now about a mile or so west
of Summit. I struck some of his scout’s (Reed) marks while going into "C" Pond, and Dr. Sawyer
also struck a few while coming in from Frye Bridge to meet us.
I hope our work will be of some aid to the AT. It was a question in mind whether to cut on the
spotted section of the AT around "C” Pond or put the side trail up the Bluff. But when Viles told
me he wasn’t going to have time to cut this side trail and George Learned strongly advised there
should be one, I decided that was our work.
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If possible this fall, we shall try send another small party to finish it to the summit, and I think
you can depend on us for its maintenance (and some of the AT proper when it is finished).
What about coming up to Bates this winter? We’d all like to meet you and see your slides. You’ll
be welcome here at any time. Please write me and come up whenever you can.
{Copied to Sewall, Heermance, Taylor, Viles, Greene}
September 19, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The following statement has arrived from Mr. Viles, Superintendent at Rangeley:
“The trail is completed from the top of Saddleback to the Main Highway (Route 4). (Shelter
completed at Piazza Rock). From Main Highway (Route 4) to 1 mile west of the Summit (Shelter
completed at Four Ponds). There is about 4 mile between Main Highway and the Summit that
will have to be fixed up a little. Fairly good trail at present. Trail from the point 1 mile west of
the Summit through to the South Arm Main Highway, and a Shelter at the foot of Elephant
Mountain will be completed during the next three or four weeks.
“This four miles is supposed to follow our truck trail to Sunday Pond, consequently I have
skipped this section, but the old Four Ponds Trail leads in about the same direction that our trail
is supposed to follow, and is in good condition, and can be used as a connecting link until our
truck trail reaches Sunday Pond. "
{Copied to Sawyer, Greene, Taylor, Bailey, Schuetz}
September 20, 1935. Robert G. Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have lost Mr. Violette. He was stricken with very sudden heart failure at his summer camp
on Lake Maranacook last Monday evening. His funeral took place last Thursday morning. He
was a man who had been associated with the department for over twenty-two years, and who had
worked his way up through the ranks. Everybody realizes now that he can never be replaced. I
am enclosing a couple of newspaper clippings.
For the time being Mr. George H. Gruhn has been appointed Acting Forest Commissioner. The
land owners have expressed satisfaction with the way in which the duties of this department have
been conducted, and they have informed the Governor that they would dislike to see the present
organization broken up, so we are looking forward with some confidence to the future.
Mr. Heermance has written to me regarding the appointment of a Conference Chairman for
Maine. I am going to suggest to him the name of Professor Sawyer of Bates College. He is
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widely acquainted with the territory through which the Trail passes, and sincerely interested in
the work.
September 20, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
In my other letter I did not go into the matter of financial help for the Construction Engineer.
It strikes me very hard not to be in a position to meet your wishes in the matter. You and the
C.C.C. Camps have been so thoroughly cooperative that it leaves us with a feeling of not doing
our share, if we are unable to respond. The sad fact is that our Trail Conference treasury is
entirely empty. I had expected, partly through the medium of the local Trail Club trip, to be able
to find practically the $30 which you thought you might need if a log bridge was built. However,
the $100 is beyond us. I am taking the matter up with all of our authorities with the hope that
some means might develop of raising the funds. I have, however, very little expectation that
anything will materialize. Our new contributions will not come in until the spring of 1936 and
the Maine work has made such a heavy drain that if we were to pledge this sum for that from this
source, we should have no other facilities for any other work in Maine.
I only hope that you will appreciate the situation and will not have the feeling that we have not
done our share or responded when called upon.
Although it may not amount to much, we have friends who have contacts with the American
Steel and Wire Company and if you thought it would be advisable, we could make efforts to see
if some more favorable arrangement could not be worked out.
Please keep me informed of the developments and I will write you if I see any ray of hope in the
situation. Also, if things should work around so that this expense could be covered by the State
appropriation, please let me know at once.
{Copied to Schuetz, Greene, Taylor, Sawyer}
September 21, 1935. (Mrs. E.C.) Gladys B. Cookson, Cleveland, Ohio, to Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery:
I have the loan of about twenty-two 8 x 10 photos. This also being particularly adaptable for
slide making.
Because of this I am sending you a revised list, still with the hope that you can offer assistance.
My talk is completed, merely needing general revision, depending upon what pictures I can
obtain etc. My hope unless a “bigger” way presents itself, is to talk to school children and older
groups. As this is advertising, in a way, I believe if I am successful it might be for Maine a
profitable venture, judging by the interest of friend—who have never been there.
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My home was in Mass. My husband is a Maine man, a University of Maine graduate, and has
been a teacher in the Cleveland school system fourteen years.
Thanking you for any assistance with this list that you can offer, I am most grateful,
On the Appalachian Trail up Katahdin which follows the Route of the Old Hunt Trail
Fort Knox—Bucksport
Daring river men at work on spring log drive
Covered bridge near Orono
Wiscasset, Colonial Doorway
Old Powder House, Wiscasset
The Executive Mansion & the Dome of the State House
Fort Western (preferably showing both sides of it)
Knife Edge, Katahdin
Katahdin from Chimney Pond
Kineo or Kineo & Kineo Mt. or both (these, each is of course a different view) or Cliffs of Kineo
The thrill of swift waters (Rangeley)
Quiet Waters on the Rangeleys
Ice boating
Saddleback Mt.
Booth Tarkington’s Boat Study—Kennebunkport
Fire Lookout Station
The Pepperell Mansion—Kittery
Navy Yard—Kittery
York Harbor
York Jail
Surf at Ogunquit
Perkin’s Cove—Ogunquit
Shore Drive—Kennebunkport
Deep Sea Fishermen
“Smelt City” on Saco River
Portland Head Light
Casco Bay & Islands
The Longfellow House, one of many places to be visited in and around Portland (this is title
of this view)
Desert of Maine—Freeport
Home of Pearl of Orr’s Is.
Lillian Nordica House—Farmington (house)
Aerial View of Boothbay Harbor
Monhegan Is. (was a rendezvous etc.)
Owl’s Head at entrance of Rockland Harbor
Camden Mts. & Inner Harbor
Bar Harbor & Frenchman’s Bay from Arcadia Nat’l. Park
Driveways have been carefully located to preserve landscape beauty—Arcadia
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Plant life in great variety attracts hikers—Arcadia
Low Water—Eastport
September 22, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letters of the 19th and 20th inst. Of course I am sorry that we cannot get the $100.
although I realized the probable condition of the Treasury. Can you raise the original $30. of
which we talked or any more than that?
Where you have friends who contact the American Steel and Wire Co. is there any way you
could get a contribution from that company direct, or could you get them to carry the cost of the
engineering up to $100, separate from the bill for the bridge materials, say for two years and the
Club pay $50. yearly?
I am simply searching around trying to find some way of raising this money and hope that you
can do something.
With regard to your letter of the 19th inst. I am writing Savage urging that he attempt to
concentrate more between Sugar Loaf and Saddleback. I expect to see him this week and will
talk about it.
I have sent the report through to Reed and asked him to check it and send it back to me and I will
forward it to you.
I am writing Savage also about the desirability of changing shelter location.
We expect to be started hewing material for the West Branch Bridge this week. I want to get all
the stuff there and the hewing done before we start putting it up.
{Copy Greene, Taylor, Heermance, Jackman}
September 23, 1935. Myron Avery to Ray Viles, Rangeley C.C.C. Camp
Dear Mr. Viles:
Mr. Sewall has just sent me a copy of a report which you have sent with respect to the completed
trail at Rangeley. I enclose a letter from the Bates College Outing Club, which may be of interest
to you, and copy of my reply to Mr. Sewall.
In connection with this Guidebook, it is necessary for me to have the exact location of these
shelters, and I am enclosing a blueprint with the request that you have them indicated and return
the map to me, with very specific data as to where the shelters have been built, so that I can
correctly put it in the Guidebook.
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I understand that Mr. Taylor has furnished you with paint and that, in addition, the State supply
has arrived.
Do you contemplate building any additional Shelters this year which I should note in the Trail
description, and how far do you expect that the trail work will be carried on before you have to
close up camp?
September 24, 1935. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Yours of Sept. 19th received. I can find no correction to make in your trail description. Except
that it started at Highway No 27 instead of No 16 and that was my mistake. The lumber road
leaves at the same place as our trail of last year and follows our trail for the 300 feet mentioned.
Another gallon of white will be plenty of paint for this year I think. I have a gallon of blue and
that will make me about 2 gallons of white. I have 3 quarts at Bigelow Camp and some at
Barnjum. Someone took the quart I had on top of Sugarloaf.
I feel as you do that we can not say too much when it is the C.C.C. who are doing the work. I
have not been over the side trail to the Carries but I have it from Ray Savage that it leaves the
main trail at Pierce Pond Camps and goes over Bates Ridge to East Carry and then follows the
old main trail to Middle and West Carries and follows the tote road to Dead River. Over Round
Top to Ledge House and Little Bigelow is as yet only a suggested trail unless they have started
on it since I talked with Mr. Savage last. I shall try and see him this afternoon and if the side trail
via the Carries is finished I will try to measure it right away so you can get it into the guide book.
I sent you the data on the Bigelow side trail Sept. 17th so you should have it before now. If you
have not received it let me know and I will send you another copy.
Yes I should say Mitchell’s Camps was about one third of a mile off the main trail. I did not
know that there was a blue trail to these camps but that was probably cut by the C.C.C. since I
was there last year.
The Long Falls road goes to the foot of Long Falls. We continue on the auto road 0.78 miles
further than when I sent you the data last year. Inclosed find sketch. I was on Sugarloaf yesterday
and cut trail to the foot of Spaulding Mt. Fred L. Hutchins of Stratton went with me and we put
in a hard day. This is rather hard country part of the way. Mr. Hutchins is very interested and
says he will go with me and camp out and finish to Abram. He has also painted some signs for us
and I would like to propose him as a member of our Maine Appalachian Club. He was watchman
on Tumbledown Mt. when you were there on telephone line some years ago.
Mr. Savage said he expected to get to the top of Sugarloaf, not Saddleback this year.
I guess that is all I can think of for now will write again as soon as I have seen Mr. Savage.
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P.S. More about Fred Hutchins. He is an expert woodsman, an artist and sign painter, a
photographer and a writer of no mean ability. I think such a man could be of great assistance to
us.
Leave Highway No. 16 at Dead River P.O.
5.00 Pass old Murtha Camps on right.
5.78 Turn right off gravel road and follow old Dead River Dam tote road.
Gravel road to left goes to foot of Long Falls. About ¾ mile.

[The following is a description of the last mile on the Bigelow Range Trail to Horns Pond.]
5.66 Turn sharp left.
5.68 Turn sharp right.
5,71 Swing left. Ascent becomes gradual.
5.86 Flat ahead.
5.88 View Point. Horns loom up ahead. Turn sharp left.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

236

5.89 Turn sharp right. Descend gradual.
5.91 Swing left. Flat ahead.
5.95 Descend gradual.
6.00 Flat ahead.
6.08 Ascend gradual.
6.18 Descend gradual.
6.36 Flat ahead.
6.39 Turn sharp left. View point 50 ft. to right. Fine view of Horns Pond, the Horns and to the
south
6.41 Swing right. Sharp descent.
6.49 Flat ahead. Enter lumber works. Follow two sled road. Horns Pond on left.
6.67 Junction of blue side trail and white main Appalachian Trail at Horns Pond.
September 24, 1935. Myron Avery to Harold Bailey, Bates College Outing Club
Dear Mr. Bailey:
I am very pleased indeed to have your letter of September 19th. Dr. Sawyer had written me
earlier in the summer that he hoped that in the fall the Club would be able to make some
contribution to the trail work. I think your choice of the side trail up "C” Pond Bluff was very
well advised. In keeping with our standard practice, it should be marked by blue paint blazes. If
Mr. Viles does not have a supply available remaining from what Game Warden Taylor furnished
him, we can send you some, so that the marking can be done as the work is completed. I am
enclosing copy of a letter from Mr. Viles, showing the present status of the trail. I am also
sending out a report to the Board of Managers, which will contain some items in connection with
the Maine work, and I will forward a copy to you.
I went over, this summer, the section of the trail between Katahdin and Blanchard, worked on by
the C.C.C. and, to my mind, it is an extremely fine job. With such a trail, maintenance will be
comparatively slight. When the work is finally finished, I trust that the Bates Club can take a
share of the responsibility for maintenance in Maine.
I still hope to make my long delayed visit to Lewiston.
I read with much interest your account of last year’s trip in the Intercollegiate Outing Club
Bulletin.
Assuring you of my appreciation in writing to me and our satisfaction with the work which you
have been able to accomplish, and counting on your continued support, I am,
September 24, 1935. Myron Avery to J. W. Hunt
Dear Mr. Hunt:

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

237

Will you kindly send one gallon of white paint in the sealed quart cans to Helon N. Taylor,
Eustis, Maine, and one gallon of white and two quarts of blue paint to Walter D. Greene, Sebec
Lake, Maine? The bill should be made out to the Appalachian Trail Conference.
{Copy Greene, Taylor}
September 24, 1935. Myron Avery to H. S. MacNeil
Dear Mac:
We have sent a note to Mr. McGregor and I will drop in and call on him as soon as he telephones
me that it is convenient.
We are getting out the second edition of the Maine Guidebook, with revised maps, and I am
quite busy with that. I wanted to ask two things of you. The first is that when the work on your
section closes up, you drop me a note, telling me of any changes, additions or improvements
subsequent to our being there. The second point relates to the change of the Trail on Whitecap
which shortens the distance by 1 1/2 miles and which the caretaker at The Hermitage took us
over. As I wrote you, we are writing the Guidebook description for this new route, and it is, of
course, important that the paint blazes should correspond with the Guidebook. So, in the event
that the work does not reach this far, I hope very much that, at the end, it will be possible to have
the blazes and markers taken off of the old Pleasant River Tote-road and where the Trail turns
into the woods, and the paint put on the new location, even though it is not cleared until next
year. Where the new route turns off from the old below the White Brook Camps, the markers and
paint blazes should be taken off for, say, one-half mile, to avoid any confusion here. The turn
into the new trail from the old trail with the telephone wire at this point, should be most carefully
marked.
September 24, 1935. Myron Avery to Tracey W. McGregor, Washington. D. C.
Dear Mr. McGregor:
A short time ago, while going over the Appalachian Trail in Maine, we spent considerable time
with Mr. H. S. MacNeil, who has charge of a C.C.C. group which is doing work on the Trail in
Maine. Mr. MacNeil made a trip of one day with us and we greatly enjoyed our contacts with
him. Mr. MacNeil told me that you were a very close friend and that he would like to have us
call on you at Washington and write him of our meeting.
As I go home by the Mt. Pleasant car, it would be a very convenient matter for me to drop in
some afternoon around 6 o’clock if this would be convenient for you. I can be reached by
telephone at District 2200, Branch 2792.
Undated letter from Arthur Comey to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
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In accordance with my previously expressed intention, I am having a blue print of the mountain
and trail map of Maine, recently completed, sent to you (at my own expenses) as soon as it can
be secured, doubtless, within a few days. You will note on this map that within the limits of
what is possible, pictorially, the Appalachian trail route is emphasized.
The Planning Board appreciates continuing to receive from you from time to time maps and
other material as they become available. Just how this mountain and trail map will be used
depends somewhat upon the future activities of the Board. I regret I could not speed it up
enough to have it included in the first annual report now in press.
September 24, 1935. Myron Avery to Maine Planning Board, Augusta
Dear Sirs:
A short time ago, at the request of Mr. Comey, you were kind enough to send me a blueprint of
your map showing the principal mountains in Maine.
I have studied this map and I fully appreciate the very considerable amount of work involved. It
is of interest to note how the mountain groups are in two or three sections, which makes more
difficult the inclusion of all of the peaks. I have noticed, in looking over the map, one or two
minor omissions, which I am sure you would wish to have called to your attention, not as a
criticism but for the purpose of making this map as correct as possible. The following mountains
along the route of the Appalachian Trail, which are covered in our Guidebook map, copies of
which were sent to you, were not on your map:
Third, Fourth, Roaring Brook, Big Houston, No. 4 Mountain (with firetower), and Indian. There
is also a blue-blazed side trail, 4.2 miles to Joe Mary Mountain.
The greatest number of omissions, which may have been due to a lack of space, were in the
group around Katahdin.. Close to Katahdin I did not notice Mt. Coe or O-J-I. There are a number
of other peaks north of The Traveler, such as Bald Mountain, three peaks of Bill Fish,
Matagamon and Trout Brook Mountains. To the east of The Traveler, there was omitted Burnt,
Lord, Center, Black Brook and South Branch Mountains. These are all shown on the blueprint
prepared a number of years ago by Mr. Henry Buck and myself, which I am sure Mr. Comey has
access to, if all of these peaks are not shown on the Appalachian Mountain Club’s map of the
Katahdin region. In addition, there are a number of peaks along the East Branch, such as
Lunksoos, Daicey, Hunt and Whetstone. There is a fire tower on one of these peaks.
Again thanking you for your kindness in forwarding the blueprint and trusting that my
suggestions will be of some assistance…
September 24, 1935. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
My dear Avery:
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You were lucky to have the weather breaks on your Katahdin trip. No, I was not in the Katahdin
country at the time you came through, though I was at Dudley's with five members of the
Planning Board two weeks before. We had a weird trip over the knife edge enveloped in clouds
in which the winds opened up holes from time to time to reveal great depths either side of the
trail; rain and sleet drove us forward to the St. John Trail and we ate in a pouring rain around a
fire in the white birch growth at Avalanche Brook, and were we soaked! Frankly, it was an
exciting trip which I thoroughly enjoyed.
Write Kenneth Berry, Press Herald, Portland, Maine. Did you ever see a clipping covering our
talk with him? I saw nothing in the Press Herald of the next day or in the Express of the day we
met him.
Last Saturday night I had a fine talk with Herbert Swett relative to the work you are doing. Swett
is well impressed with the importance of trail development in Maine and I am sure is doing all he
can with the Commission and is willing to do more. Cultivate his acquaintance. Of the other
member, he shares your opinion; with no cooperation to be anticipated from that source.—.
Don’t lose your enthusiasm.
Mail your press notices two to three days in advance of date set for release. Inclosed is a copy of
the heading we use which is getting results.
The enclosed list of daily and weekly papers you can copy and return to me, if it serves your
purpose. Cultivate the weekly papers and try to make your release dates coincide with the
publication date of the majority of these papers, which you will note is Thursday. Thus the
maximum publicity may be obtained. A weekly paper would like to get your material on a
Monday or Tuesday in order to put it in type for Thursday or Friday’s issue.
Your mailing list, I assume, includes the names of our Congressmen, the Governor, State
Planning Board, members of the Maine Development Commission, Ex-Governors Baxter and
Brewster, newly elected Park Commission, Forest Commissioner, and Fish and Game
Commissioner.
Have been away quite a bit lately and your letter was neglected.
September 25, 1935. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Well I had a talk with Mr. Ray Savage. His crew is working near Middle Carry now and he says
it is pretty tough going through the lumber works around West Carry. He also says that he is
going to continue over Round top, cross Bog Brook on the dam at the Ledge House and go onto
Little Bigelow from there and thence onto Bigelow. He is going to do all that this fall with that
crew. Then the other crew is going to finish the blue trail on Bigelow, build two shelters at Horns
Pond and finish onto Sugarloaf.
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So I don’t see as there is anything more I can do as to measuring and so on right now. Not until
this Ledge House trail is finished.
Mr. Savage said he ran out of blue paint and so is painting this trail white for the time being. He
thought maybe in the end it would turn out to be the main trail anyway. I think myself it is a
grand idea.
The Carry Ponds, Ledge House trail leaves at Pierce Pond Camps (Sterling's Camps) and it is
about one third mile from the main trail (present) to Mitchell’s Camps. I was not so sure on these
points when I wrote yesterday. I hope this makes all clear for your guide book. If there is
anything more I can tell you let me know.
[Separate page] Confidential: I can see the hand of Blain Viles in all this. Mr. Viles is one of our
wealthy timberland owners in this state. Ralph Sterling is one of the Viles pets. The C.C.C.
boys while working on the A.T. improved his tote road from Kennebec River to Pierce Pond
Camps. Put in corduroy, widened it out and made a first class tote road of it. Mr. Viles owns
land around the Carry Ponds. Probably where the camps are at East Carry. Mr. Viles owns the
Ledge House and land around it. Therefore you can see why all these changes. Mr. Viles is not
interested in Sugarloaf or anything over that way.
Another thing. If the C.C.C. gets all finished up on these different projects there will be no more
use for a C.C.C. Camp in this section. Therefore they like to keep things hanging.
September 25, 1935. Ray Viles, Chief Foreman, Rangeley C.C.C. Camp, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
With Reference to Yours of the 23rd, in regard to verification of trail and shelters completed, and
to be completed this summer.
I am inclosing the map you sent, with the trail and shelters marked. This map does not show
about four miles of trail that is completed. The trail not shown starts at Piazza Rock (shown as
shelter on map) and travels generally North East. Starting at Piazza Rock the trail goes to Ethel
Pond (About one Mile) passes Ethel Pond on the West shore and continues to Eddy Pond (About
one mile) turns by the East end to an old shelter on the North shore, turns right within sight of
old shelter and continues in an North Eastly direction to the top of Saddleback Mountain.
In regard to shelters, one is built at Piazza Rock, one at Sunday Pond and one at the foot of
Elephant Mountain, on the South East corner.
There are several proposed side trails to be put in on the completed portion, but I am leaving
these until next summer and trying to complete the Main Trail as far as possible.
You will find the Trail marked on the map with Schedule marked in the corner.
All of the above distances are approximate.
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Hoping this letter and map will give you the information that you require. If there is anything
else I can do to help, please let me know.
September 26, 1935. Ruth Gillette Hardy to Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery:
Please forgive all my delay in returning the “Geology”. When I finally heard from the Lewiston
Journal that they had printed it, I put it up to my Committee. This is rather a slow process for we
are too scattered. But all I heard from was unanimous that we do not reprint, so I am returning it.
I regret this, for the article is most interesting. With it I find a map but no illustrations. Is that
right?
I find also some fine photographs of the Smokies. As we are printing nothing on that subject in
this issue I am returning them, but may call upon you if we have an article on this subject to
illustrate for another issue?
I gave the Telos article to Ronald Gower to get his judgment, for one thing, and because of the
likelihood, for another, that he would see you in Maine this month to talk it over. He agrees with
me in liking the material and admiring the amount of work you have done, but in hoping you will
cut it somewhat as indicated on margins, and expand it elsewhere to give a more forcible
conclusion. The total ought to be somewhat shorter, say 3000 words to suit Appalachia’s needs.
Trusting that you will revise it, so that we may have it during the winter for the first 1936 issue. I
am keeping the pictures and map that accompanied it. The November, 1935, issue is now on the
press, after no end of delays.
For that, I have taken the liberty of copying your note on the Appalachian Trail in Maine from
your report on the condition of the Trail received in August and of signing your name to it. I
should have written you long ago for permission. It seemed to me clear, succinct and adequate.
I can still delete it in the page proof if you object to this procedure, but I sincerely hope you will
let it stand.
The notation, regretting the omission of your name from the Committee list in the December
1934 issue has been sent in as received from Mr. Blood.
Do let me know when next you are in New York and come and see me.
September 26, 1935. George Fernald to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I return the map which you enclosed and have noted with red pencil in dotted lines the
approximate location of the trail in to Penobscot Pond over to Wadleigh fire tower, and have
crossed out the trail as shown from the head of Second Roach to Wadleigh as this does not exist.
I have also crossed out the road from Penobscot Pond to the automobile road as that location is
wrong. It follows the line of the fire trail as I have shown. There is a fair trail from the head of
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Second Roach running around through some lumber camps to the automobile road at the foot of
Second Roach which I have noted in dotted red pencil lines. There is no camp now at the head of
Second Roach, as far as I know. I have noted the location of my camp on Penobscot Pond by a
red cross, just east of the town line. The little pond which you show below runs south into
Penobscot stream, as I have noted in red and not north as you have shown. The pond at the foot
of Wadleigh Mountain runs to the head of Muskrat as I have shown, and not into Penobscot
stream as the map shows. I have shown this approximate location in red. I have followed this
brook down to the mouth so that I know it empties into an arm of Muskrat. I have also suggested
a change in the trail which you show from Wadleigh Pond running south. This trail swings down
into the old camp site at the head of Muskrat which you show and then there is an old road which
I have kept cleared out, as shown in dotted red lines, following the stream up to Turtle. I have a
spotted line from my camp down to this old road, but it is hardly distinct enough to put on the
map.
You ask me about the Farrar Brook trail. I do not know that I can qualify as an expert on that.
Last fall, when I tried to get over to Female Pond (which I finally succeeded in doing) I got back
to my camp about 9:30, which is not good woodcraft. At the lower end, near Female Pond, I
found a very fair road which I assume is the old tote road, at approximately the location which
you have shown. Where I got into trouble was about on the line between Female Mountain and
Wadleigh Mountain, where there was a strip of dead water and some little brooks coming in
from Wadleigh, where the beavers had been working, and the whole place was a swamp making
it impossible to follow any trace of a road. Farther to the southwest I struck an old road which a
trapper working in the vicinity uses; I am not sure whether that was the old tote road or a
remnant of one of the hauling roads when the Great Northern worked through there. There is an
old spotted line from the upper end of one of these roads over to the road which I have shown
around Second Roach; also another branch over to the head of Penobscot Pond.
I expect to be at my camp the first two weeks of November, if all goes well. If you are in Boston
after that date, I certainly should be very glad to talk with you.
September 27, 1935. Harold Bailey, Bates College Outing Club, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks a lot for your recent letter!
At a meeting of the Outing Club Directors last night it was voted to send a party of men on the
week-end of October 5 and 6 to “C” Pond. It will be their job to finish the side trail from the 800
foot level to the summit of “C” Bluff.
I have just written Mr. Viles asking if he has any of the blue paint left. Should his supply be all
used up, I’ll write you immediately.
We have a request to make. When we send this party to “C” Bluff, we would like to erect two
signs, one at the start of this side trail and the other at the summit of the bluff. Would you object
to our doing this? The signs would be printed as follows:
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“C” BLUFF TRAIL
Bates College Outing Club
May I hear from you soon, and this time I shall send you a report immediately after the trip to
Andover.
September 28, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I return in duplicate Reed’s re-writing of the first route description which you sent me.
I do not know as you want this but I will send it along.
September 28, 1935. Charles W. Blood to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In connection with the Statute prohibiting building of fires by non-residents in unorganized
townships, I have been looking at the map and apparently the only shelters which the
Appalachian Mountain Club has in Maine are Carlo, Full-Goose, and Speck Pond. These
three are in the towns of Riley, and Grafton. In your letter you state that Riley is organized and I
had assumed that Grafton was also organized. If I am correct in this the Statute apparently does
not apply to any of our shelters.
September 28, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of the 26th inst. with regard to depleted treasury. This is the age of depleted
treasuries. I have talked with a local engineer who has put up some cable bridges and have
thought that instead of getting a man from the American Steel & Wire Co. we would have him
go up. He will work for $6. or $7. a day and his expenses. I can move him up there and back so
there will be no particular travel expense and I also can furnish a transit for nothing. With this in
mind supposing he spends ten or twelve days on the work, then we can cut our $100. down to
say about $75.
Supposing you send me personally what money you can get and I will pay this direct to this
engineer and we will try to take care of the balance out of the amount allowed by the Governor
and Council. The engineer's name is Ralph M. Bassett, Old Town, Maine. I will render you an
account of anything I pay out.
{Copy Greene, Taylor}
September 30, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
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I am writing you with respect to a problem growing out of the trail route between Pierce Pond
and Bigelow Mountain - particularly its relationship to the Guidebook. The manuscript for the
second edition is finished, and within two or three weeks - after I get the list of campsites from
you - could go to the printer and be out immediately. As our supply is exhausted, there is great
publicity value in having the book available as soon as possible.
The information which I now have is that the trail, which originally started as a side trail from
Pierce Pond, past East, Middle and West Carry Ponds, will now go over Roundtop and Little
Bigelow Mtns., rejoining the other route at the saddle below the East Peak of Bigelow. 1
understand that Mr. Savage had started to paint this blue but, as the paint ran out, he had changed
to white, thinking that this might well be finally chosen as the through route. I traveled that
section last summer and I understand that Mr. Savage is finding tough going around Middle
Carry Pond where he is now working. This is easy, compared with the slash and lumbering
around West Carry and Roundtop.
Then he has to cut through the dense spruce and fir on Little Bigelow. So despite the size of the
crew and the energy with which the work is being carried on, it would hardly seem possible to
complete this link this year and get it measured and ready for the Guidebook. Accordingly, if we
changed the route and made this the main Trail, we would be unable to get out the book until
next summer. This route has the advantage over the present trail in avoiding 6.8 miles of the dirt
road at Dead River Village, in taking in Little Bigelow Mountain and going directly by the
Ledge House. The accommodations on the other route are at a farmhouse, but, except for the dirt
road it is an excellent route and, as there has been a shelter built at Cold Stream I would not want
to see it abandoned. So, under the circumstances, 1 concluded that the most desirable procedure
here - although we are reluctant to do it as a general matter - would be to have 2 alternative
routes—both white blazed. We would call one route the Dead River Route and the other the
Arnold Trail. The through route and the measurements will go by the Dead River Trail, for
which we have the data, and if the Arnold Trail is not completed it would not interfere with the
publication of the book. We would make reference to the Arnold Trail in the appropriate sections
of the through route description and, at the end of the book, add a chapter on the Arnold Trail.
Game Warden Helen H, Taylor will furnish me with the trail data and measurements as soon as
the work is finished for the season and if the route is not completed, the contemplated work can
he described in a general way. This procedure, of course, would not be possible if we decided
now to make the Arnold route the only A.T. route in this region. Of course, as I have pointed out
earlier, the fact that the direct route reaches Pierce Pond in any event and turns south there, meets
the difficulties which I had expressed in earlier letters.
The result of this would be that Mr. Savage would paint over what is now blue by making it all
white and we would prepare appropriate signs to show the alternate routes.
I am sending you a number of carbons to forward to Mr. Savage and 1 have sent copies of this to
Greene and Taylor. I have explained the situation at some length, but it involves a real problem
in issuing the Guidebook and the maps, and I am inclined to think that the alternate route
situation would work out the best now. At some later time, the Dead River route might be made a
side route and have the main trail go past the Carry Ponds, but, at the present--with the problems
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which we have before us--it was my feeling that the most satisfactory solution would be the
alternate routes. I realize, of course, the superiority of the Arnold route as now laid out.
As you see, I am in a quandary in this connection and I would be very glad to have the benefit of
the reactions of yourself and Mr. Savage to the situation.
cc: Greene, Taylor
September, 1935. Consecutive List of Signs for A.T. in Maine, North to South. (Second
Revision) {File 24. 2 copies sent Greene, copy File 27, copy Guidebook corrections} [Note:
Arrow placed after “Appalachian Trail” or other leading title indicates sign board with pointed
end in that direction. All other sign boards were rectangular.]
1. On Summit of Katahdin
Katahdin
The Appalachian Trail
A Mountain Footpath Extending
2050 miles to Mt. Oglethorpe,
Georgia
A.T.C.
2. Same place as No. 1
←Appalachian Trail
Katahdin Stream Campsite
York’s Camps

A.T.C.

Section 1
5. Same place as No. 4
Appalachian Trail→
Turn left from road
650 ft. beyond

5.14 m.
7.2 m.

A.T.C.

6. At West Junction A.T. and
Millinocket-Nesowadnehunk Toteroad (5.27 .)
Appalachian Trail→
Turn left from road 650 ft. beyond
A.T.C.

3. At junction old and new Hunt
Trail (3.43 m.)
Appalachian Trail
Millinocket-Nesowadnehunk Tote1.71 m.
road→
3.43 m.
←Baxter Peak
A.T.C.

7. Same place as 6.
←Appalachian Trail
Daicey Pond (York’s)
Penobscot West Branch

4. At east intersection A.T. and
Millinocket-Nesowadnehunk Toteroad (5.14 m.)
←Appalachian Trail
1.24 m.
Waterfall
3.43 m.
Lean-to
5.14 m.
Baxter Peak
A.T.C.

8. At York’s Camps (7.2 m.
←Appalachian Trail
Millinocket-Nesowadnehunk Tote1.93 m.
road
7.2 m.
Katahdin
A.T.C.

A.T.C.

1.93 m.
5.08 m.

9. Same place as 8.
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Appalachian Trail→
Penobscot West Branch
Rainbow Lake
Section 2
13. Same place as 12.
←Appalachian Trail
York’s Camps
Katahdin

10.

11. At .9 m.
Appalachian Trail→
York’s Camps
Katahdin

A.T.C.

12. At 3.2 m. Penobscot West
branch (Cedar Post) South Bank
Appalachian Trail→
West Branch Lean-to
Horse Race Brook
Rainbow Lake
A.T.C.

.9 m.
8.1 m.

½ m.
app.
2.25 m.
4.8 m.

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

3.15 m.
8 m.

3.2 m.
10.4 m.

14. At Horse Race Brook (5.45 m.)
←Appalachian Trail
3.05 m.
Clifford’s Camps
A.T.C.
15. Same place as 14.
←Appalachian Trail
West Branch Lean-to
Nesowadnehunk Falls
Daicey Pond

A.T.C.

1.75 m.
app.
2.25 m.
5.45 m.

16. Same place as 14.
Appalachian Trail→
Clifford’s West Branch Camps
A.T.C.
Section 3
17. At north shore of Rainbow
Lake.
Appalachian Trail
8 m.
Rainbow Lake Ferry→
15.2 m.
←Daicey Pond
←Katahdin
A.T.C.

18. At Clifford’s Camps.
←Appalachian Trail
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
Rainbow Lake Dam
Nahmakanta Lake

19. At 3.5 m. Rainbow Lake Dam.
Appalachian Trail
3.5 m.
Clifford’s Camps→
4.6 m.
←Nahmakanta Lake
A.T.C.

22. At 7.6 m.
Appalachian Trail→
Gould Pond

A.T.C.

3.4 m.
3.5 m.
8.1 m.

3. m.
A.T.C. app.
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20. Two Appalachian Trail Arrows
for each end of Dam—pointing
LEFT.

21. At 6.38 m.
Appalachian Trail
←McDougall’s Camps
Rainbow Lake Dam→
(Boynton’s Camps)

23. At 8.1 m. McDougall’s Camps.
Appalachian Trail→
Nahmakanta Tote-road
Nahmakanta Lean-to
Maher Campground
A.T.C.
Wadleigh Farmsite→
Prentiss Valley Road→
A.T.C.

1.72 m.
2.88 m.
A.T.C.

24. Same place as 23.
←Appalachian Trail
Rainbow Lake Dam
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
Clifford’s Camps

A.T.C.

7.45 m.
7.52 m.
12.05 m
2.82 m.
6.02 m.

4.6 m.
4.7 m.
8.1 m.

SECTION 4
25. At 1.57 m.
←Appalachian Trail
Macdonald’s Camps
26. Same place as 25.
Pollywog Pond →

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

12.22 m.

.16 m.

28. Same place as 27.
Prentiss Valley Trail→

29. Same place as 27.
Wadleigh Pond→

27. At 2.87 m. Lower Left Corner
of Field
Appalachian Trail
Wadleigh Farmsite
Nahmakanta Tote-road
4.58 m.
A.T.C.

30. At 5.12 m.
Appalachian Trail→
Maher Campground

31. Same place as 30.
←Nahmakanta Lake

34. Same place as 33.
Appalachian Trail→
McDougall’s Camps

32. Same place as 30.
←Appalachian Trail
Wadleigh Valley Trail
MacDougall’s Camps

A.T.C.

.25 m.

5.12 m.

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

35. At 7.45 m.
Appalachian Trail
←Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
Maher Campground→
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A.T.C.
33. At 6.14 m.
←Appalachian Trail
Prentiss Valley Road

A.T.C.
36. Same place as 35.
←Appalachian Trail
Katahdin

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

31.25 m

SECTION 5
37. At 12.05 m. Maher Campground
Appalachian Trail
←Pemadumcook Lake
1.3 m.
←Macdonald’s Camps
4.67 m.
Nahmakanta Lean-to→
12.05m
Nahmakanta (McDougall’s) →
A.T.C.

41. At 4.4 m.
←Appalachian Trail
Potaywadjo Ridge

38. Same place as 37.
Appalachian Trail→
Potaywadjo Ridge
Lower Joe Mary (Potter’s)

42. Same place as 41.
Appalachian Trail
←Potter’s Camps
Maher Campground→

39. At 2.54 m.
Appalachian Trail
Potaywadjo Spring
←Potter’s Antlers Camps
Macdonald’s Camps→

A.T.C.

3.36 m.
5.9 m.

3.36 m.
3.84 m.
A.T.C.

40. At 4.28 m.
Two Appalachian Trail Signs
pointing LEFT and RIGHT.

A.T.C.

.66 m.

1.5 m.
4.4 m.
A.T.C.

43. At Potter’s Camps
←Appalachian Trail
Pemadumcook Lake (Macdonald’s) 7.2 m.
41.75 m
Katahdin
A.T.C.
44. Same place as 43.
Appalachian Trail→
Joe Mary Mtn.
Kokadjo Road
Yoke Ponds

A.T.C.

7.75 m.
11.1 m.
14.05 m

SECTION 6
45. At 2.7 m.
←Cooper Pond Dam

A.T.C.

¼ m.
app.

50. Same place as 49.
Appalachian Trail
←Lower Joe Mary (Potter’s)
Kokadjo Road→

7.85 m.
3.25 m.
A.T.C.
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46. At 2.85 m. (Blue-blazed)
←Cooper Pond

A.T.C.

47. Same place as 46.
Appalachian Trail
Yoke Ponds (Berry’s) →
←Lower Joe Mary (Potter’s)

.2 m.

11.2 m.
2.85 m.
A.T.C.

48-1/2. At Cooper Pond Campsite
3.5 m.
Joe Mary Summit→
A.T.C.

49. At 7.85 m. (Blue-blazed)
←Appalachian Trail
Cooper Falls

A.T.C.

25 yds.

51. At 11.1 m. B Pond-Kokadjo Rd.
←Appalachian Trail
.9 m.
Crawford Dam
11.1 m.
Lower Joe Mary (Potter’s)
52.85m
Katahdin
A.T.C.
52. Same place as 51.
←Appalachian Trail
Yoke Ponds
Berrys Camps
53. At 13.9 m. on Sand Road
entrance to Berry’s.
←Appalachian Trail
Berry’s Camps
White Cap Mtn.
54. Same place as 53.
←Appalachian Trail
Crawford Dam
Lower Joe Mary (Potter’s)
Katahdin

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

2.95 m.

14.2 m.

3.7 m.
13.9 m.
55.65 m

SECTION 7
54-1/4. At 1.07 m.
Little Boardman Mtn. →

54-1/2. At 1.3 m.
Appalachian Trail
←Berry’s Camps
East Branch→
55. Same place as 54.
Mountain View Pond→

1-1/2 m.
A.T.C> app.

57. Same place as 56.
←Appalachian Trail
2.96 m.
East Branch Dam
6.1 m.
Third West Branch Pond
(Burns and Boudreau’s Camp)
A.T.C.

1.3 m.
1.95 m.

58. At Burns and Boudreau’s
Appalachian Trail→
Berry’s Camps
Yoke Ponds

1-1/2 m.
app.

59. Same place as 58.
←Appalachian Trail

A.T.C.

A.T.C.
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A.T.C.

56. At 3.25 m.
←Appalachian Trail
Yoke Ponds

A.T.C.

White Cap Mtn.
Pleasant River Road

A.T.C.

4.8 m.
11 m.

3.25 m.
SECTION 8

60. At 2.3 m.
←Appalachian Trail
White Cap Mtn.
Long Pond (York’s)
61. Same place as 60.
Chadwick’s Camps
First West Branch Ponds→

64. At 4.5 m.
←White Cap Summit
65. Same place as 64.
Appalachian Trail
←Third West Branch Pond
Pleasant River Road→
Long Pond→
66. At 11 m.
←Appalachian Trail
White Cap Mtn.
67. Same place as 66.
The Hermitage→
Long Pond→
Katahdin Iron Works

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

2.5 m.
11.7 m.

1.6 m.

62. Same place as 60.
Appalachian Trail→
Burns and Boudreau’s (Third West
2.3 m.
Branch Pond)
A.T.C.
63. At 3.7 m.
Appalachian Trail
White Cap Summit→
←Boudreau’s

1.1 m.
3.7 m.
A.T.C.

.3 m.

4.5 m.
6.5 m.
9.5 m.

72.
←Lower Jaws
73.
←Upper Jaws

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

.15 m.

.49 m.

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

6.8 m.

.7 m.
3. m.
6 m.
A.T.C. app.

74.
←Indian Head Trail

A.T.C.

75. Same place as 74.
Pleasant River Road
←Appalachian Trail
Little Lyford Pond
(McLeod and Call’s Camps)
West branch Ponds
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A.T.C. app.
68. At the Hermitage
←Appalachian Trail
Long Pond
Chairback Mtn.
Columbus Mtn.
69. Same place as 68.
←Pleasant River Road
Screw Auger Falls Trail
Gulf Hagus Trails
Head of the Gulf

70.
←Screw Auger Falls Trail

71.
←Hammond Street Pitch

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

2.3 m.
6.1 m.
6.1 m.

1.06 m.
2.25 m.
3.24 m.

75-1/2. At Indian-Head Trail on
Gulf Hagus (same place as 74)
←Pleasant River Road
1 m.
Head of Gulf
A.T.C.
76. At York’s Camps
←Pleasant River West Branch
Road
Gulf Hagus Trails
White Cap Mtn.

.13 m.

.25 m.

77. Same place as 76.
←Appalachian Trail
East Chairback Pond
Chairback Mtn.
West Chairback Pond

2.3 m.
3.36 m.
– 4.55
m.
9.8 m.

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

1.9 m.
3.8 m.
5.05 m.

78. Same place as 77.
←Via Appalachian Trail over
Columbus and Third Mtns. Back to 8.5 m.
York’s Camps
A.T.C.

SECTION 9
79. At 1.75 m.
←East Chairback Pond

80. Same place as 79.
Appalachian Trail
←Long Pond
Chairback-Columbus Sag→

85. Same place as 84.
Appalachian Trail
←Long Pond
Long Pond via Side Trail→

A.T.C.

1.75 m.
1.55 m.

4.9 m.
3.6 m.
A.T.C.

86. At 5.6 m.
Monument Cliff—Third Mtn.
First Blaze here 1932.
A.T.C.

A.T.C.
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81. At 3.3 m.
←Chairback Mtn.
Extraordinary view
82. Same place as 81.
←Long Pond
Arnold’s Camps
(Big Houston Pond) →
83. Same place as 81.
Appalachian Trail→
Columbus Mtn.
Dore’s Camps

84. At 4.9 m.
←West Chairback Pond
91. Same place as 90.
Appalachian Trail
←Pleasant River Road
Bodfish Farm→
92. At 9.8 m.
←Viewpoint South

93. At 9.8 m.
←Spring and Viewpoint

94. At 10.3 m.
←Cloud Pond

.5 m.

87. At 5.7 m.
←Viewpoint (Benson Mtn.)

A.T.C.
3.3 m.
2-1/3 m.
app.

88. At 6.6 m.
York’s Camps→

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

100 yds,

1.9 m.

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

.7 m.
8.75 m.

.15 m.

11.1 m.
8.35 m.

89. Same place as 88.
Appalachian Trail
←Long Pond
Dore’s Camps→
Bodfish Farm→
90. At 8.8 m.
Dore’s Camps→
96. At 14.68 m.
←Slugundy Falls

6.6 m.
5.45 m.
10.55 m
A.T.C.

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

3.25 m.

.23 m.

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

.2 m.

A.T.C.

.2 m.
A.T.C. app.

97. At 14.75 m.
3.6 m.
Dore’s Camps—Long Pond→
2.4 m.
←Bodfish Farm
A.T.C.
98. Same place as 97.
Appalachian Trail→
Barren Ledges
Barren Mtn.

A.T.C.

99. At 17 m.
Appalachian Trail
←Barren Mtn.
Boarstone Mtn. →
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Monson→
95. At 13.1 m.
←Barren Slide

A.T.C.

15.05 m

A.T.C.
SECTION 10

100. Special sign for Borestone at
2.05 m.

101.
←Borestone Mtn.
103. At 2.8 m.
←Appalachian Trail
Slugundy Falls
Barren Mtn.
104. At 2.8 m.
Appalachian Trail→
Little Wilson Falls
Monson

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

102. At 2.05 m.
Appalachian Trail
←Barren Mtn.
Little Wilson Falls→
2.05 m.

5.5 m.
8.75 m.

108. At 4.95 m.
←Little Wilson Falls
A.T.C.

2.45 m.
12.1 m.

109-A. At Beaver Pond
←Beaver (Packard) Pond

105. At Little Wilson Bridge 3.6 m.
Appalachian Trail→
Jim Whyte’s Lookout
Big Wilson Cliffs

109-C. At Moose Pond
←Moose Pond

106. At 3.7 m.
←Little Wilson Falls

.3 m.

4.95 m.
9.95 m.
A.T.C.

109-B. At Prescott Pond
Prescott Pond→

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

109. Same place as 108
Appalachian Trail
Bodfish Farm→
←Monson

104-1/2. At 2.8 m.
Two A.T. arrows on railing of Big
Wilson Bridge pointing in opposite
directions.
A.T.C.

Little Wilson Falls

8 m.
3.2 m.

.4 m.
app.
.8 m.
app.
1.65 m.

1.55 m.

A.T.C

A.T.C..

A.T.C.

110. At 12 m.
←Appalachian Trail
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A.T.C.

107. Same place as 106.
Jim Whyte’s Lookout→
Big Wilson Cliffs→
112. At 14.45 m. in Monson
←Appalachian Trail
Site of Savage’s Mills
Little Wilson Falls
Katahdin

Site of Savage’s Mills
Little Wilson Falls

.3 m.
.7 m.

A.T.C.

3.9 m.
7.35 m.

111. At 8.1 m.
Site of Savage’s Mills.
A.T.C.

A.T.C.

6.35 m.
9.8 m.
110.75
A.T.C. m.

113. At 14.9 m. in Monson
←Appalachian Trail
Site of Savage’s Mills
Little Wilson Falls
Katahdin

A.T.C.

6.8 m.
10.25 m
111.2 m

SECTION 11
114. Same place as 113.
Appalachian Trail→
Blanchard
Moxie Bald Mtn.

115. At 4.8 m.
Appalachian Trail→
5.55 m. Monson
17.79 m. Barren Mtn.
A.T.C.
Katahdin

114-1/2.
Two A.T. arrows on each side of
cord-wood cuttings at north end of
Lake Hebron, pointing in opposite
directions.
A.T.C.

116. Same place as 115.
←Appalachian Trail
Moxie Bald Mtn.
Moxie Pond

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

4.8 m.
25.65 m
117.75m

12.98 m
17.5 m

SECTION 12
117. At Blanchard Crossroads.
Appalachian Trail→
12.23m
Moxie Bald Fire Tower (2630 ft.)
16.75m
Moxie Pond
A.T.C.

120. Same place as 119.
Appalachian Trail→
4.85 m.
Troutdale Cabins at Moxie Pond
A.T.C.

118. At .86 m.
Appalachian Trail→
Bald Mtn. Pond Dam

121. At Troutdale Cabins
Appalachian Trail→
Moxie Bald Fire Tower
Katahdin

A.T.C.

7.36 m.

A.T.C.
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119. At Watchman’s Camps 11.92
m.
.33 m.
←Fire Tower (2630 ft.)
A.T.C.
SECTION 13
122. At Railroad 1 m.
←Appalachian Trail
Pleasant Pond Mtn.
123. At 4.68 m.
Appalachian Trail
U. S. Route 201→
←Troutdale Cabins

A.T.C.

3.84 m.

6.59 m.
4.68 m.
A.T.C.

124. At Mosquito Tote-road 6.05 m.
Appalachian Trail→
1.53 m.
Pleasant Pond Mtn. (2480 ft.)
A.T.C.
125. At 11.22 m.
←Appalachian Trail
3.48 m.
Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps
19.05 m
Dead River P.O.
A.T.C.

SECTION 15
[There was no Section 14]
126. At Sterling’s Pierce Pond
Camps
←Appalachian Trail
3.48 m.
Kennebec River
148.65m
Katahdin
A.T.C.
127. Same place as 126.
←Appalachian Trail
(Dead River Route)
Dead River P.O.
Mt. Bigelow
128. Same place as 126.
←Appalachian Trail
(Arnold Trail Route)
East Carry Pond
Mt. Bigelow

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

129. (Originally 126) At Dead
River Post Office.
←Appalachian Trail
15.57 m
Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps
19.05 m
Kennebec River
A.T.C.

130. (Originally 127) Same place as
129.
Appalachian Trail→
15.57
4.62 m.
Bigelow Fire Station (4150 ft.)
21.19 m.
A.T.C.

m.
m.
SECTION 16
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131. (Originally 128) at 1.4 m.
←Appalachian Trail
East Peak (4088 ft.)
West Peak (4150 ft.)
North Horn (3831 ft.)
Bigelow Village
A.T.C.

132. At 3.81 m. (Bigelow N. to S.)
Appalachian Trail→
(Arnold Trail Route)
Ledge House
East Carry Pond
Pierce Pond
A.T.C.
133. Same place as 132.
←Appalachian Trail
(Dead River Route)
Maine Highway 16
Pierce Pond

A.T.C.

134. On Arnold Trail at Maine
Highway 16, at Ledge House
Appalachian Trail
(Arnold Trail Route)
Little Bigelow Mtn. →
Mt. Bigelow→
←East Carry Pond
A.T.C.

135. At East Carry Pond
Appalachian Trail
(Arnold Trail Route)
←Pierce Pond
Ledge House→

3.22 m.
3.95 m.
6 m.
13.18m

m.
m.
m.

3.81 m.
19.38 m.

m.
m.
m.

m.
m.
A.T.C.

136. (Originally 129) At Col
Bigelow 5 m.
Appalachian Trail
←Fire Tower
←Maine Highway 16
West Peak→
Bigelow Range Trail→

.38 m.
3.6 m.
.35 m.
5 m.
A.T.C.

137. (Originally 130) Same place as
136.
The Parsons Trail→
2.74 m.
Maine Highway 16
A.T.C.

138. (Originally 131) At 8 m.
Appalachian Trail
Maine Highway 16→
←Bigelow Village

6.6 m.
6.58 m.
A.T.C.

139. (Originally 132) Junction of
A.T. and Bigelow Range Trail
←Bigelow Range Trail
Cranberry Peak Pond
Cranberry Peak (3213 ft.)
The Cave
First Ledges
Arnold’s Well
Arnold Inn, Stratton
A.T.C.

6.67 m.
2.15 m.
3.43 m.
4.42 m.
4.6 m.
4.71 m.
7.27 m.

140. (Originally 133) At Bigelow
Village
Appalachian Trail→
9.96 m.
East Peak (4088 ft.)
Bigelow Range Trail (to Cranberry 6.58 m.
Peak and Stratton)
A.T.C.

SECTION 17
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141. (Originally 134) Same place as
140.
Appalachian Trail→
4.49 m.
Sugarloaf (4237 ft.)
Spaulding Mtn. (3988 ft.)
Mt. Abraham (4049 ft.)
Barnjum Depot Site
A.T.C.

142. (Originally 135) At Junction
Railroad and East Madrid Road
←Appalachian Trail
Barnjum Depot Site
Mt. Abraham (4049 ft.)
Sugarloaf (4237 ft.)
Bigelow Village
A.T.C.

SECION 18
143. (Originally 136) Same place as
142.
Appalachian Trail→
Saddleback Mtn.
Maine Highway 4.
A.T.C.
October 1, 1935. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Flynt:
I am very pleased to have your letter of September 24th. You may be sure that we will follow
very carefully all of your most helpful suggestions. I am returning the list of newspapers, of
which we have had copies made.
I did not see anything in any of the papers of our talk with Kenneth Berry. Also, I was rather
disappointed in the small returns from the two releases which were sent out at that time and
which I sent to you as samples of what we were trying to do. I had thought they had some news
value, and there must have been something wrong with the way we handled them. I had hoped
for better results.
I am still awaiting an answer from Greaton with respect to the booklet on the Trail in Maine.
Meanwhile, we are hard at work in turning out the second edition of Guide to the Appalachian
Trail in Maine.
I recently wrote for the folder on Millinocket, but was told that it had not been printed.
I do not have the personnel of the newly elected Park Commission.
You probably know that the State has authorized the use of $1500.00 from the contingent fund
for building a bridge over the West Branch and Mr. Sewall has asked us to try and find $100 to
meet the expenses of a representative of the cable company supervising the work.
Again expressing my appreciation of your many kindnesses when 1 was in Maine, and wishing
to be remembered to Mrs. Flynt,
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October 1, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert Haynes, Harvard University Library
Dear Bob:
I am enclosing the requested note on the developments of the Trail project in Maine this year. If
it is not satisfactory, do not have the slightest hesitation in returning it to me and I will endeavor
to revise it according to your suggestions.
PROGRESS ALONG THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
by
Myron H. Avery
Chairman
The Appalachian Trail Conference
The 1935 issue of the OLD FARMER’S ALMANAC told of The Appalachian Trail - a master
footpath leading along the crest of the Appalachian Mountains, from Katahdin, a massive granite
monolith in the central Maine wilderness, some 2034 miles to Mt. Oglethorpe in northern
Georgia. By reason of its inaccessibility and remoteness from the mountaineering clubs, which
maintain this amateur recreational project, the Maine link was the last to be undertaken and is
now the only uncompleted portion of the entire Trail. In 1933, as the result of two years of
intensive survey and planning of the route, the Trail was completed from Katahdin to Mt.
Bigelow, a distance of 175 miles.
This note tells briefly of the further progress made in 1934--progress of an outstanding sort.
Upon the recommendation of C.C.C. Forester James W. Sewall, of Old Town, Maine, and the
concurrence of the U. S. Forest Service, the Trail project in Maine was adopted as an item of the
C.C.C. program. Trail crews of 15 boys each, under most capable foremen, were sent out from
the C.C.C. Camps at Millinocket, Greenville, Flagstaff and Rangeley. Bushes and trees were
removed from the trail to a width of 4 or 5 feet, logs cut out, streams bridged, trails cut to
viewpoints and springs, and other improvements made. In conjunction with the improvement of
the Trail, lean-tos have been built at several places in keeping with the plan of establishing such
public campsites at the interval of an easy day’s travel along the Trail. One of the outstanding
improvements on the Trail route was the construction by the C.C.C. of a wire cable bridge across
the West Branch of the Penobscot River at the site of the old Nesowadnehunk Dam. This
replaces an uncertain canoe ferry here.
Due to Game Warden Helen N. Taylor of Eustis, Maine, the main Trail was continued from Mt.
Bigelow--with its twin Peaks and the duplicate and only slightly lower Horns--over the bare cone
of Mt. Sugarloaf, the second highest mountain in the State, to Mt. Spaulding, along the crest of
the dense spruce and fir grown ridge which terminates at Mt. Abraham. From this point, there is
now an uncompleted section of about 20 miles to the summit of the broad dome of Saddleback,
overlooking the Rangeley lakes. From this point, the Rangeley C.C.C. Camp has constructed the
Trail west to the Andover-South Arm Road (Maine Highway 219). From here west to the now
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existing trail in Grafton Notch, near the Maine New Hampshire line, the route has been exactly
located and blazed by C. Granville Reed, under the direction of Forester Sewall. It is expected
that the two uncompleted links of the Trail in Maine will be eliminated within the next year,
resulting in some 260 miles of Trail, which, for variety of lakes, forests, streams, mountains,
available accommodations and campsites, will be without peer in the east. Too much praise
cannot be given to the work of the C.C.C. crews, and particularly, Superintendents Brown,
Stacey, Savage and Viles, and Foremen Boyle, MacNeil and Viles of the C.C.C. Camps.
In the way of further publicizing the Trail, the Appalachian Trail Conference has issued a second
edition of GUIDEBOOK TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE {[Footnote:]
Obtainable from The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington,
D.C., at a cost of $1.00}, containing seven large scale maps of the region, for which hereto no
maps have been available. In addition to the Trail data for the completed trail, reading in both
directions, the Guidebook contains a chapter on the Route of the Trail, Katahdin, Geology of the
Trail in Maine, Bibliography, Summary of Distances, and chapters on The Gulf, Mt. Bigelow
Range, and Arnold side trails.
For the purpose of supervising and placing on a more permanent basis the trail work in Maine,
which had previously been carried on by volunteers, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club has been
organized. The sole requirement for membership in this Club is to have rendered distinguished
service to the Trail in Maine. Its President is Walter D. Greene, Sebec Lake, Maine. The
Treasurer is Mrs. Charles W. Williams, of Washington, D.C., the Secretary Dr. J. F. Schairer,
Carnegie Geophysical Laboratory, Washington, D.C. The overseer of Trails is Myron H. Avery,
Lubec, Maine. The Directors of this organization are Robert G. Stubbs, Helen N. Taylor,
Professor W. H. Sawyer, Jr., S. S. Philbrlck, and A. H. Jackman. Honorary Vice-Presidents are
James W. Sewall, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game George J. Stobie, and the Forest
Commissioner.
October 1, 1935. Letter Report No. 2. THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE, 901
UNION TRUST BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. by Myron Avery
To the Board of Managers of The Appalachian Trail Conference:
My letter of July 29, 1935, to the Board explained the purpose of the series of "Letter Reports",
of which this is the second. We hope through the medium of advising the members of the Board,
at more frequent intervals, of the progress made in the Trail project and a statement of the
problems and difficulties which are before us, to procure a better coordination with the probable
result that many helpful suggestions will be offered. There have been very specific responses to
our first letter.
We have been very much gratified to note a growing appreciation, along the entire Trail, of the
seriousness of our maintenance problems and the manner in which various organizations are
proceeding to place their maintenance work on a better and more systematic foundation. For
example, the Natural Bridge Appalachian Trail Club at Lynchburg, Virginia, recently put into
operation a comprehensive system of inspection and maintenance of its section of Trail at more
frequent intervals. It seems to us that there is, also, a growing realization that, if the Trail project
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is to be generally considered worthwhile and thoroughly worthy of support and recognition, it
must be marked and maintained in a fashion which will call for commendation and be of such a
character that the average individual may travel it with safety and without fear of losing the route.
These are the ever-present problems before the organizations which are maintaining sections of
the Trail.
Following are comments on the various trail activities which have come to our attention during
the past two months.
TRAIL MANUAL
In keeping with the announcement made at the Trail Conference, the third edition of the Trail
Manual has been issued. Copies were sent to members of the Board and to key workers on the
Trail, making a distribution of about fifty copies. There remain for sale about 200 copies (25¢)
and, in addition, the Potomac Appalachian 'Trail Club had printed, at its expense, some seventyfive copies for distribution to its trail overseers. We feel that this publication is a very
comprehensive piece of Trail literature. It is comprised of the original Trail Manual, revised with
the benefit of the experience gained during three years of very active trail work, combined with
Publication No. 7, which is a resume of the history of trail construction and maintenance in the
east, together with instructions on sign painting and a list of where tools used in trail clearing
may be obtained. The publication of this booklet was made possible through the cooperation of
Miss Marion Park and Miss Jean Stephenson, of Washington, D.C. The cost to the Conference;
for materials used and labor in binding the book, was some $20.00. The printer's quotation for
this publication was $65.00.
GUIDEBOOKS
At the present time we are very much occupied with the publication of two of the series of five
Guides to the entire Trail. These are the second edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine and Guide to the Southern Appalachians. The first edition of the former is exhausted and,
as it commands a steady sale, it is most desirable from the viewpoint of Conference revenues that
it be re-issued as soon as possible. The second edition will be a very much expanded publication
containing the Trail data reading in both directions for the completed Trail in Maine between
Katahdin and Mt. Sugarloaf, a distance of 184 miles, together with a detailed article on Katahdin,
a generalized description of the interesting features of the Trail route, and an article on the
Geology of the Appalachian Trail in Maine. It is estimated that the publication will contain about
175 pages, together with seven maps, which have been prepared by the Trail Conference at
various times and cover a region for which no other maps had been available. The second Guide,
which will be somewhat less in volume and with fewer maps, is Guide to the Southern
Appalachians. These books will be prepared by planographing; that is, through the
photographing of the typed sheets. The saving in cost over printing is very considerable and
makes possible the publication of the Guides at this time. For the very extensive amount of
typing involved in the publication of these two Guidebooks, the Conference is indebted to
another volunteer who has arranged to have the manuscript typed for both books. Assistance of
this sort, which is a further illustration of the cooperation afforded The Trail Conference, makes
possible activities which would otherwise be precluded. We fear that it is not generally

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

261

appreciated how much clerical and stenographic work, which is extremely essential to the
activities of this organization, is carried on in such an unassuming manner by the volunteers in
the vicinity of the Conference Headquarters.
The financing of these Guidebooks will be outside of the Trail Conference. For the Maine Guide,
we are indebted to an anonymous visitor who, from his attendance at the Conference at Skyland,
felt that the Trail Conference was making such a very material contribution to the outdoor
activities in the eastern Atlantic states that, wishing to share that activity, he has already made
substantial financial contributions and agreed to underwrite, to the extent of $100 and more if
required, any publication which we should select. Further assistance, as referred to later, arises
out of the action of the Steering Committee of The New England Trail Conference in approving
the recommendation of its Chairman Edgar L. Heermance to purchase fifty copies of the Maine
Guidebook at a cost of $1.00 each, when issued. We have further irons in the fire, which are
expected to take care of the balance of the cost of issuing the Maine Guide. It is expected that the
Southern Guidebook, which will cost less, will be financed through the support of the Clubs in
that region.
MAINE
The development of the Trail in Maine continues to be of absorbing interest. We refer to the
progress stated in our Report of July 29th. Subsequently, with a party of fourteen, from the
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, we have had the opportunity to make a trip over the 120 miles
of Appalachian Trail between Monson and Katahdin. In addition, we have had the benefit of
detailed reports from Professor Martin Kilpatrick, of the Board, who traveled the Trail route
from Blanchard west with a party of four, and also from an Appalachian Mountain Club party
making a similar expedition. The character of the Trail work by the C.C.C. has exceeded even
the expectations aroused by the favorable reports which have been made by President Walter D.
Greene, of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. To our mind, the Maine link, with its variety of
lakes, streams, and mountains, with the benefit of the improved trail resulting from the C.C.C.
activities, will be one of the finest links in the entire system. There can be few complaints of this
work. All trees and bushes are removed to a width of about five feet; logs are cut out and bridges
have been made over streams. No work has been done on the footway, which in many sections is
either old tote-road, lumber road, or woods trail. The result is a Trail of a very high order of
construction in a wilderness setting. In addition, the entire Trail is being repainted. By reason of
the fact that it leads through an utter wilderness, it is of vital importance that the marking on the
Maine link should be unmistakable, even should there be a lapse in maintenance. The
instructions given the C.C.C. crews in marking have been most carefully adhered to and the remarking of the Trail is on a plane with the clearing. The foremen of the various Trail crews are
thoroughly capable and the boys, selected for this work, take very considerable pride in it. In
addition, lean-tos are being constructed along the Trail route. Their value is obvious, a drawback
to the use of the Trail in Maine being the expense of the trip, if sporting camps are utilized
throughout as, under the Maine Guide Laws, a non-resident who camps must employ a Guide
unless he builds a fire at public campsites, such as are now being built by the C.C.C. At the risk
of dwelling too long on the Maine link, we are quoting a recent letter from C.C.C. Forester
James W. Sewall, who originally recommended to the Forest Service that the Trail in Maine be
adopted as a C.C.C. project:
"I have sundry news and sundry requests.
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In the first place the Governor and Council have set aside $1500. for us from the State
Contingent fund to buy material for the suspension cable bridge across the West Branch
at Sourdnahunk. The Army has agreed to a 10 man crew being put out there to do the
building. I have written Amherst asking for authority to go ahead and use the necessary
men but have not heard from them as yet. That is the only thing which is holding us up.
I have visited parts of the trail out of Flagstaff and Rangeley this last two weeks and with
some minor criticisms I think it is going all right. I do not expect this trail will be
completed this year but we can finish it next summer; also there will be certain parts to be
improved on which we can undoubtedly use men to advantage even although they have
been over it this summer. It occurs to me that where we are building shelters you will
want to keep watch and indicate as soon as possible where we should put additional ones,
if more than six or eight people are apt to step there at one time.
There was no paint at Rangeley at all and we have not been able to get any from the
Government as yet for this camp. We cannot buy ourselves but have to order through
some sort of central supply department. In view of all that the C.C C. is doing is it not
possible for you to send a supply of white paint to Ray Viles, Superintendent at Rangeley.
He plans, if he gets paint, to put a couple of men painting the trail from the top of
Saddleback as far west as he goes. His crew now is in the neighborhood of Summit. It
will be there building a shelter for about two weeks and then he plans to move it around
to the South Arm road and work from that base.
The Flagstaff crew is split; the main body building the blue trail now across the old
Arnold Carry but they will diverge from that and build a blue trail along the top of Little
Bigelow Mountain to join the white trail on Bigelow. A smaller crew is working up on
Bigelow and will shortly be building the shelter near the Horns. I told Savage, the
Superintendent, that I thought two shelters would be in order here. If this is not right let
me know immediately.
Now there is one other thing and that is that we seem to have no foreman or engineers
who have ever put in a cable suspension bridge. I can get a man from the American Steel
& Wire Co. for $10. a day and his expenses. I doubt as the appropriation will let us do
that. We do not want a man very long but I think that if we could get such a man to come
over for say a week after they get ready to put the bridge up it would be an extremely
paying proposition. Is it unreasonable to ask you to move to get me about $100, to defray
this expense? Let me know immediately what you can do.
We have been able to borrow horses from the Great Northern Paper Co. free and also to
get cooking outfits etc., from them, without cost, for this small extra crew."
Those who are familiar with the Maine wilderness will appreciate the necessity for some
permanent crossing of the West Branch of the Penobscot. At the present time a guide and canoe
must be secured from the nearest sporting camp, some five miles distant. It is with regret, in view
of the very splendid cooperation afforded by the C.C.C., that I have had to advise Mr. Sewall that,
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as far as I can now see, it will not be possible for us to obtain the appropriation he requires. In
view of the importance of having the trail marking continue along with the construction, we
should have found some way of supplying the necessary paint, even though the Conference stock
is exhausted, probably by borrowing from the local Trail Club. However, a still later letter from
Mr. Sewall advises that the paint purchased by the Government has finally arrived and is being
distributed. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club will endeavor to solve the bridge problem.
The remaining uncompleted link in Maine, and the last section of the Trail to be finished except
the few remaining miles in the Great Smokies, has been blazed by C. Granville Reed under Mr.
Sewall’s direction and the resume of the route (to be included in the Maine Guidebook) indicates
that even this section can now be traveled by an experienced woodsman. There is also a 16-mile
section, extending west from the summit of Saddleback Mountain, which has been completed by
the Rangeley C.C.C. camp but is not yet connected with the Trail at Sugarloaf. It is probable that
all of the next year will be required to complete the work on the Trail in Maine. The excellence
of the C.C.C. work is emphasized by travel over the unimproved sections.
Game Warden Helen N. Taylor, of Eustis, who has been largely responsible for the progress
made in western Maine, furnishes the following note:
"I find that bears are using the trail quite a lot around Cranberry Peak Pond and the
lumbered-over sections on each side. I found where the cubs had climbed many of the
small spruce and fir that I had painted blazes on and had chewed the blazes off the trees
above and below. They must like our shade of blue.”
Harold G. Bailey, President of the Bates College Outing Club, has just reported the following:
"Last week-end four of us from the Bates Outing Club returned from a week in the woods
near C Pond. We have left behind us a well, spotted and completely brushed out trail
three-fourths of the way up "C" Bluff, and the remaining distance to the thirteen hundred
foot summit is blazed--two days’ work will complete it.
It is not too steep or rocky but very interesting. At several places along the trail we ran
out little trails to good viewpoints and at the 800 foot level where we stopped cutting
there is a splendid view--in the east is Tumbledown and in the west there is Mt.
Washington, the White Mountains, etc.
If possible this fall, we shall try send another small party to finish it to the summit, and I
think you can depend on us for its maintenance (and some of the A.T, proper when it is
finished)."
There has been a notable increase in the use of C.C.C. labor in connection with The Appalachian
Trail project. We have dwelt, at perhaps too great a length, on the Maine situation with the view
of suggesting for consideration that it might he most desirable for the Conference (if the C.C.C.
camps are continued and further projects are required) to make an effort to have, for the entire
section, a Trail of the type now being developed in Maine, which should meet with unanimous
approval. Were the entire Trail really put into standard condition, not only would problems of
maintenance be infinitely simplified, but the character of the route and its quality would entitle
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the project to such prestige as to make possible the accomplishment of many things, which as yet
are beyond us.
NEW ENGLAND
At the last meeting of The New England Trail Conference, Edgar L. Heermance, well-known for
his work in establishing the Connecticut Trail system, was elected Chairman of The New
England Trail Conference. Previously a lessening of activity of The New England Trail
Conference had intensified problems in connection with The Appalachian Trail through New
England. Under Professor Heermance’s direction, a very enthusiastic revival of the activities of
The New England Trail Conference promises to be very productive not only of further
improvement of The Appalachian Trail in New England but also of the many other projects
which have been sponsored by The New England Trail Conference, the oldest organization of its
kind in the country. We have had an interesting correspondence with Professor Heermance,
pointing out--from our knowledge--the weaknesses in the Trail project across New England.
Professor Heermance makes, in his letter of August 27th, a suggestion which we regret could not
have been presented to the last Trail Conference for discussion. His letter is as follows:
"Let me express at the start my deep appreciation of the work you have done personally
in putting the Appalachian Trail on the ground and getting it known. This is true for all of
New England, but particularly for Maine. I want to cooperate in every reasonable way. I
am concerned to have the work done, and regard organization merely as a means to this
end.
Making a broad approach to the whole subject, my interest is in trail development in New
England and elsewhere, wherever trails are warranted by the population and workers can
be found. The Appalachian Trail, though important in itself and as a basis for publicity, is
only one of the trail developments needed. It will not serve its purpose until many local
trail systems have been built up around it.”
From this standpoint, I should like to see the Appalachian Trail Conference reorganized as a
Federation of Eastern Trail Clubs, with the function of promoting trail development along the
Atlantic seaboard. Of course, the outstanding difficulty in broadening the activity of the Trail
Conference is the limited amount of assistance available and the fact that matters relating to the
Trail alone consume a very considerable amount of time. Routine matters and the unavoidable
necessary correspondence exact a heavy toll. It could not be handled but for the volunteer
assistance so generously available here. Were the activities of the Conference to be broadened, it
would seem to us absolutely necessary to change its structure by dividing it into separate and
distinct departments, which would oversee such projects as might come within the scope of a
Federation such as that referred to by Professor Heermance. It is well known, of course, that on
the West Coast, in addition to the Pacific Crest Trail Conference recently organized, there is the
two-year old Federation of Western Mountain Clubs, but we are not advised as to the extent of
activity carried on by this group.
As a further instance of Professor Heermance’s cooperation, we have already referred to his
recommendation, which the Steering Committee of The New England Trail Conference has
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approved, for purchasing fifty copies of the Maine Guidebook. In return, the Trail Conference
will sell direct the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in New England.
PENNSYLVANIA
Professor Bingham, of the Blue Mountain Club, writes that he expects to hold this fall a large
public meeting in connection with the placing on the Trail of the first of the Appalachian Trail
markers, which he has designed for use at highway crossings.
West of Professor Bingham’s section, reports have reached us that Dr. Rentschler of the Blue
Mountain Eagle Climbing Club, is conducting a very active campaign among the groups
maintaining the Trail in that region to improve the maintenance. From our travels across
Pennsylvania, we know that, mile for mile. Dr. Rentschler’s problem in these scrub oak areas is
the toughest along the entire Trail. His previous work deserves much commendation and it is a
source of satisfaction to have the maintenance problems in this area so fully appreciated. In
addition, with the exception of the section between Manada Gap and Indiantown Gap, the Trail
in this section from the Susquehanna River to the Lehigh River has been adequately marked by
paint blazes.
SOUTHERN PENNSYLVANIA, MARYLAND AND VIRGINIA
Supervisor of Trails Schairer of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club reports that his Club
Treasurer has apparently caught up with the Conference expenses and has turned off the red light,
so that he is in a position to proceed more aggressively with the ever-present problem of summer
growth in the Blue Ridge Mountains. (Incidentally, we may say--without wishing to discourage
future invitations--from the experience of having held four Trail Conferences, that there is a
considerable expense to the host Club.) With a lessening of its trail mileage through the building
of the Trail in the Shenandoah National Park by the C.C.C. (and it is expected that the northern
and southern sections will be completed this year), the Trail Clubs in this region have been able
to devote more attention to improving the condition of the trails which have been cut. A survey
of side trails is being made and those which have been found to be of little use are to be
eliminated. Enthusiasm sometimes leads to over-trail development, the seriousness of which is
not realized until maintenance problems really set in.
In the Michaux State Forest, a series of five sets of two lean-tos each, have been built by the
C.C.C. Unfortunately, no arrangement has been made for sleeping--except the use of the ground-which is very unsatisfactory in this locality. Accordingly, the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club
purchased and donated wire and frame work so that the C.C.C. have put, into all these lean-tos,
bunks with a wire framework of the type used in some of the shelters along the Long Trail. In
addition, extensive conferences have been held with the National park Service with a view to
designing open shelters and lean-tos for use in the National Parks in the east. Structures of this
type constitute an innovation in the Park facilities. After considerable effort, plans for four such
structures in the Shenandoah area (two closed and two open) have been approved and work is to
commence in the very near future.
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The Virginia Clubs have scheduled a joint meeting in the territory of the Roanoke Appalachian
Trail Club on October 26 and 27, where plans for improvement of the Trail in lower Virginia
will be discussed. Offers of assistance in this section have come from John R. Barnard, who
maintains the scenic Pinnacles of the Dan section, in a very commendable order, who thinks that
$15 will cover the expense of repainting 60 miles of Trail in lower Virginia. With a small aid
from the Trail Conference, the Virginia and Washington Clubs hope to finance this matter, even
though it is beyond their territories. South of the area to which Mr. Barnard refers, Paul Fink of
the Executive Committee has reported that he has been able to complete the repainting of his
section as far as Unaka Mountain.
NORTH CAROLINA
At the Trail Conference, Marcus Book of the Carolina Mountain Club, reported that
Superintendent Broadbent of the Pisgah National Forest had agreed to have the C.C.C. construct
about thirty miles of Trail just east of the Great Smokies which would eliminate a considerable
amount of dirt road and the very unsatisfactory use of a railroad trestle over the Big Pigeon River.
We are taking this matter up now, as it was expected that work would start in the fall.
GREAT SMOKIES
In previous reports we have dwelt upon the very unsatisfactory condition of the Trail in Western
Smoky between Newfound Gap and Deals Gap, where the route is unmarked and had become
overgrown to a point where it could be followed only by experienced woodsmen entirely familiar
with the route. As we made a trip over this section in July with Orville W. Crowder, of the Board,
in company with members of the Smoky Mountains Hiking Club, we are fully conversant with
the conditions. Our statement of the very urgent necessity for work in this section has brought
the following report from Park Superintendent Eakin:
“I was disappointed to learn in your letter of July 29 that you found the trail from Deals
Gap to Newfound Gap in such poor condition. Two mountaineers were sent over this trail
with, as I thought, specific instructions as to what they were to do. I am sending another
outfit over the trail under the charge of an experienced foreman. I am asking Carlos C,
Campbell to go along at least part of the way.”
As the Park Superintendent in this locality is opposed to the use of paint blazes and as the
footway in this section will not indicate the route, and as there is not adequate marking for this
purpose unless this maintenance work is carried out each year, the difficulty in the Western
Smoky will be recurrent. It is a problem, therefore, with respect to which the Smoky Mountains
Hiking Club and the Trail Conference will need to be particularly vigilant. The matter of using
paint blazes has been referred by Superintendent Eakin to the Washington office for a final
decision.
Carlos Campbell reports that he is now placing the A. T. markers along the new Park Service
trail in eastern Great Smoky National Park, which is nearing completion.
PUBLICITY
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At the Trail Conference at Rutland in 1934, in a discussion of the question of publicity for the
Trail, it was suggested that an article should be prepared for the National Geographic. Three of
us collaborated on this, and after a very extensive search, a series of some eighty photographs of
a high grade were assembled. We felt, like all budding authors, that we had produced a very high
type of article, but our efforts were fruitless. The National Geographic’s rejection of the article
was premised on the statement that the subject was of too little interest. We have the article and
wish that some use might be made of it. If members of the Board have any suggestions along this
line, we shall be glad to have the benefit of them.
It will be noticed that plotted on the Socony Map of New England is the Appalachian Trail from
Katahdin to Bigelow. Ned K. Anderson of the Board, has had considerable correspondence with
the National Survey Company with respect to plotting the Appalachian Trail in New England on
its maps. This seems an excellent opportunity for publicizing the Trail and we are proceeding to
take the matter up with the headquarters of the American Automobile Association at Washington
and with the various publishers of road maps in an effort to have the Trail plotted. Suggestions
along this line will be particularly helpful.
We have felt that more help in the way of publicity could be given by the individual members of
the Board by having the Club publications, which they represent, carry a notice of the
appearance of the Trail Manual, Publication No. 5, etc. Hike notice reminders or programs would
be an effective medium.
In earlier reports I referred to our attempts of last year to procure additional local assistance in
Maine. These were two-fold. One was to have the Trail made a C.C.C. project; this was
successful. The other was to obtain an appropriation ($250) from the Maine Development
Commission. I am sorry to say that we did not make the grade on the last project. However,
about two months ago I had the opportunity to see, at Augusta, Maine, a number of the State
officials, with the view of obtaining more active support for the Trail from the State agencies. In
keeping with plans then developed, we have prepared and have submitted to the Maine
Development Commission an extensive manuscript for an illustrated publication on the Trail in
Maine, similar to the 28-page booklet on KATAHDIN which we wrote, last year, for the Maine
Development Commission. The advantages of having the Trail advertised through a State
publication are obvious. Decision on this publication is now pending before the Maine
Development Commission. We also asked the Commission to purchase 100 copies of the second
edition of the Maine Guidebook.
SKYLINE ROADS OR PARKWAYS
There have been no developments in the way of road construction or projected roads subsequent
to my Report No. 2 under date of April 1, 1935. The set-up under the last relief bill is such that
such projects are not facilitated. This condition will afford more opportunity to deal with other
pressing matters and devote more energy and effort toward the improvement of the existing Trail.
CONCLUSION
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It might be that a word of apology for the length of this Report would be in order, but, on the
contrary, we feel that its length reflects the extent of activity along the entire Trail. Since the last
Conference, there has been a degree of cooperation and participation in improvement of the Trail
which makes the work very satisfactory.
As members of the Board will recall, there have been issued two Reports which were sent to the
entire Trail Conference membership. It would seem very desirable, at the beginning of next year,
to send to the Trail Conference mailing list (approximately 500 names) a similar report which
would contain a resume of the proceedings at the Seventh Trail Conference and a general
statement as to the progress since our last Report. This would be particularly opportune, as it
would be at the time when the various constituent organizations send in their contributions and
when interested individuals will be asked to become members of The Trail Conference, in
keeping with the provision made for such membership at the last Trail Conference.
MYRON H. AVERY
Chairman, Board of Managers.
October 3, 1935. Myron Avery to Ray Savage, Superintendent, Flagstaff C.C.C. Camp
Dear Mr. Savage:
I presume that, by now, you have received from Mr. Sewall, copies of my letter of September
30th, with respect to the problem of the marking of the Trail route, and I am hoping to hear from
him in the very near future.
In looking over the maps for the Guidebook, I noticed that the map of the Mt. Bigelow Range
would need to be corrected to indicate this extension. I am wondering if you have looked into the
location on Little Bigelow Mountain to the extent that you would now be in a position to say
where you expect to run the trail. I would like to show it on this map, which I have enclosed. If
you would return it to me corrected, with any other comments which occur to you, I can have
them made on the tracing.
I would appreciate very much, at the close of the season, your writing me exactly as to the
amount of work which has been accomplished, so that I will know the situation.
I hope, at some time in the near future, to have the opportunity to travel the section which your
Camp has worked over and to make your acquaintance. Unfortunately, for this purpose, this
summer my vacation was entirely used up on the eastern part of the Trail, but we had a very
successful trip.
October 3, 1935. Myron Avery to Ray Viles, Chief Foreman, Rangeley C.C.C. Camp
Dear Mr. Viles:
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I am very much obliged to you for your letter of September 25th, which gives me the information
which I require. I am proceeding to correct the map and as soon as this is done, I will send it to
you so that you can see if I have correctly plotted the information, you have given me.
I am enclosing a copy of the Advance Sheet of the Rangelev District and I would like to have
you plot on same the route of the Trail to Maine Highway 4 and, if you will, across the entire
map. 1 particularly would like to know just exactly where Piazza Rock is located; also, where the
truck trail to Long Pond is to be built. I understand that eventually the Appalachian Trail will
follow this, rather than the existing route to Long Pond.
I understand that the paint has been delivered to the camp and that Mr. Taylor has told you about
our system of marking with paint blazes so that the work which has been done by the C.C.C.
Camp can be finished by adding the paint.
I would very much appreciate your letting me know at the end of the season just what the final
status of the work is.
I hope, at some time in the near future, to have the opportunity to travel the section which your
Camp has worked over and to make your acquaintance. Unfortunately, for this purpose, this
summer my vacation was entirely used up on the eastern part of the Trail, but we had a very
successful trip.
October 3, 1935. Robert G. Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The Town of Riley is unorganized, and practically all of it is owned by the American Realty
Company.
The Town of Grafton was once an organized Town, but is now unorganized and practically all
owned by the Brown Company.
October 3, 1935. Telegram from W. W. Cody to Myron Avery
LETTER REPORT TWO RECEIVED I CAN SUPERVISE INSTALLATION OF
PENOBSCOT SUSPENSION BRIDGE HAD PLANNED TO BUILD IT MYSELF IF NOT
DONE OTHERWISE IF OFFER ACCEPTED WANT BLUE PRINTS AND PLANS SOON
POSSIBLE APPROXIMATE TIME FOR WORK
October 3, 1935. Charles Warner to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Your letter inclosing report of conditions of the Appalachian Trail work is received this morning.
I am reading it with much interest. That you have been able to interest and secure the cooperation of so many people and groups of people is to my mind a remarkable achievement and a
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tribute to the tremendous amount of work that you and a few others have put into the project. I
hope that in time to come it will be more fully appreciated by the public at large.
I was in Boston yesterday and saw Ronald, but for a few moments only. He has been very busy
with his business since our return from Maine. I suppose however that you have heard from him
and had an account of trip from Monson to Bigelow. You know that almost at the last moment
we gave up railroad transportation and drove up by auto. It really worked out much better.
Another one of the party had his car so we were enabled to plant a car, in many instances, at the
end of the day's hike and thus get back to our packs. It helped us out a lot on the Bigelow Range.
On the whole the trail was perfectly adequate, the poorest being between Bald Mt. pond and
Moxie Pond through that burned-over area. You know of the slip-up at Wilkins Camps. As we
had cars it was no trouble to use Early's Camps at Willimantic. He took care of us finely and we
enjoyed his camp. It also gave us an opportunity to spend an evening with Walter Greene.
I note what you say about being in New England about Nov. 1st. We shall hope to see you. There
is a matter I would like to suggest to you and I will speak of it now.
Since our very delightful visit with you "Patsies" at Skylands I have been wondering if some
plan could not be worked out that would enable us to show you people a little hospitality up in
this country. Wouldn't some of you be interested in a little trip to the White Mts. in winter when
they are really white? Perhaps an ascent of Mt. Washington over the snow and ice. I haven't
thought it through but in any event we would want to play host to some extent. Four or five from
your Club and an equal number from ours would make a nice group.
Transportation,- Boston to Boston---Autos.
Headquarters,- Pinkham Notch Camp.
Time,- Sometime between Nov. 1st and April 15th.
Duration;- Two or more days in the Mts.- perhaps over a holiday.
All very sketchy and tentative but submitted in the hope that something may come of it.
I note your warning as the approaching need for funds. When the call comes I shall be glad to
respond.
With all good wishes,
October 3, 1935. Myron Avery to George H. Fernald, Jr., Boston, Mass.
Dear Mr. Fernald:
Thank you very much for your most interesting letter of September 26th. I have sent, under
separate cover, a blueprint with the corrections. Please advise me if these are not satisfactory to
you.
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I am interested in the spotted lines to Second Roach and the head of Penobscot Pond, but
presume that they are not such as should be shown on the map.
I most certainly hope to have the opportunity to talk with you about this region when I am in
Boston.
October 3, 1935. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
My dear Avery:
Enclosed you will find the personnel of the New Maine State Park Commission.
No, I had no knowledge of the $1500 cable bridge at Sourdnahunk Dam and was surprised last
Monday to find the trail freshly painted to the old dam and continuing on the opposite side.
I shall be interested in having on file a copy of your second edition of the Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine.
The Millinocket Folder has been written and proof submitted and should be available in ten days
to two weeks. You are to receive copies from the Augusta Press.
Perhaps if your news releases are short, three-quarters of a typewritten page, and mailed more
often, you will receive better publicity.
Your letters are interesting and a pleasure to receive.
P.S. I enjoyed four days at camp last weekend but clouds prevented any climbing.
October 5, 1935. A. H. Jackman to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
1 have before me a copy of your letter to Mr. Avery of September 22, and his answer of
September 26. He has been called out of town on business, and has asked to see what I could do
about getting an engineer to supervise the construction of the cable bridge across the West
Branch.
Mr. Smoot, the Washington representative of the American Steel and Wire Co. has signified his
desire to cooperate with us in any way possible providing of course his company is assured that
they will get the order for the cable. He tells me that in all probability the cost of sending a man
to Maine to supervise the installation could be included in the cost of the cable if the bids have
not already been made and accepted. However, he will have to communicate with his New York
office. In order that he may do this intelligently, will you please give me the following
information at year earliest convenience?
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1. Is any part of the $1500,00 alotted for the purchase of other material than cable? If so, how
much is available for cable?
2, Where were the bids for cable taken? If bids have not been taken, when and there will they be
taken?
3, Has the award been made?
4, What is the amount of the order? (feet of cable required, size, and specifications )
5. When will you want cable installed?
6. If American Steel, and Wire Co., sends a man, to what railroad station in Maine will he go?
(This will help the company figure cost of transportation for him.)
7. I have stated that a man sent to supervise the construction will be met at the railroad and
transported to the job; that he will be boarded and lodged on the job; and that he will be returned
to the railroad. In that way the only expense incurred by the cable company will be transportation
by railroad, and loss of one man’s time to the company. Am I correct?
Please write me at my business address:
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Co.
632 Investment Bldg.
Washington, D.C.
In the meantime I shall see what sort of tentative arrangements can be made with the cable
company, but of course anything final must await your answer.
October 7, 1935. Raymond Savage, Supt. C.C.C. Camp P..56, Flagstaff, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reference to your letter of Oct. 3, have drawn a line on your map showing where trail begins at
head of West Carry Pond and ends at Old Man’s Head on Bigelow.
I have spotted out this trail all the way but a mile and am going to finish it this week if I can
spare the time. I have a crew of men working on the trail now from Ledge House to West Carry
Pond and after looking this trail over I think it is a far more scenic trail than our main trail is at
present, so I instructed my foreman to paint this trail white after we had run out of blue paint
thinking in the future you would want this for your main trail.
I am expecting to get this trail completed through to Old Man’s Head this fall if winter does not
overtake us too soon. When I have finished all work this fall, I will send you a copy of it so you
can complete your maps.
{Copy Helon Taylor}
October 7, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I have your letters of Sept. 30th and Oct. 1st and 3rd. on my return from a trip.
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With regard to making alternate routes between Pierce Pond and Bigelow Mountain I think that
is the way for you to handle it. I am forwarding your letter to Savage.
With regard to the $75. or thereabouts for the bridge, there is no great haste in this. I suppose that
we should have it within one or two months.
With regard to obtaining cable, etc. for the bridge and obtaining the services of an engineer. All
cable and other fixtures have already been ordered from the American Steel & Wire Co. by Mr.
E. W. Conners, and we expect it to be on the ground shortly, and I have employed an engineer to
help put the structure up. I am writing Mr. Jackman.
I am sending the blueprint of the Rangeley district to Reed and asking him to send it back as
quickly as possible after putting the trail on.
October 7, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Enclosed please find proposed route of trail from Sugar Loaf to Highway No. 26 as drafted by
you and corrected by Mr. Reed.
October 7, 1935. James W. Sewall to A. H. Jackman
Dear Sir:
I have your letter dated Sept. 5th.
The order for the cable and other parts of the bridge have already been put in to the American
Steel and Wire Co. and I have obtained the services of a local engineer who has done some
suspension bridge work, to help our foremen get started and to do a good job.
I am very much obliged for your interest but I think that we are already now if the cold weather
doesn’t shut down too quick.
October 7, 1935. Roy Flynt to J. F. Schairer, Sec., Maine Appalachian Trail Club
Dear Mr. Schairer:
The “surprise value” of your notification of my election to the membership of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club was 100%. Frankly, I am both pleased and honored and shall welcome
any opportunity to help the Club achieve its objectives.
Enclosed is a check for $5.00 to help meet the $100 expenses for the supervision of the $1500
bridge over the West branch, or for any other purpose.
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Are you in need of separate stationery for the New Maine Appalachian Trail Club? If so, I may
be able to help finance it.
P.S. Perhaps the enclosed from “The Rotarian” may be of interest:
“Make no little plans; they have no magic to stir men’s blood and probably themselves will not
be realized. Make big plans; aim high in hope and work, remembering that a noble, logical
diagram once recorded will never die, but long after we are gone will be a living thing, asserting
itself with ever-growing insistency. Remember that our sons and grandsons are going to do
things that would stagger us. Let your watchword be order and your beacon beauty.—Daniel
Burnham.”
October 8, 1935. Harold Bailey to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The side trail up "C" Bluff is completed!
Last week-end I took four other Bates men up to C Pond with me, and we spent two days
finishing the job we started a month ago. This side trail is now completely bushed out to the very
summit. It is well blazed, and the blazes are marked with light blue paint. Also, where the trail
skirts the edge of the pond we constructed one or two bridges and put down some logs where it
might be wet in the spring time.
There is a sign ("C" BLUFF TRAIL—Constructed and Maintained by the Bates College Outing
Club) placed at the entrance to the trail, and also another one at the summit.
Perhaps I’m showing too much enthusiasm about this little side trail, but to me and those that
have worked on the construction, it seems to be one of the most interesting of the short mountain
climbs in this section.
The walk around the edge of the pond has its own beauty. Then you enter a growth of large, tall
pine trees just before starting on the upward climb. As you climb up to the halfway mark you can
always look off in the distance, and in several places we have cleared out spots from which there
is an excellent view in all directions.
At the halfway mark one strikes into some woods for fifty feet and then the trail runs snug up
against the face of the cliff for a short ways before starting on the upward climb again.
At the three quarter mark there is also another large cleared area. From here on one stays most of
the time in the timber till the summit is reached.
I wrote Ray Viles before going on the trip, asking him if he had any blue paint. His reply was in
the negative and it got here so late I did not have a chance to write you. However, the Bates Club
managed to scrape enough for the paint job. (It wasn’t much; only a quart)
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It is with a great deal of appreciation that I thank you for mentioning our club in your recent
report to the Board of Managers, and I hope this letter and information will repay you
sufficiently.
Wish you were up here to appreciate the coloring of the foliage in Maine now, but it’s getting
colder every day. Last week-end on our trip we struck snow and a little hail. Incidently, last
week-end we had another trip on our schedule. Over forty men and women went up
Tumbledown, and this coming Sunday we are sending a party of about sixty up Spec there in
Grafton Notch.

October 8, 1935. A. H. Jackman to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
The Washington representative of the American Steel and wire Company has notified me that the
contract for cable and fittings necessary to build the bridge over the West Branch has been let,
that it will amount to about $1,100 and that the company will furnish the services of an engineer
to supervise construction at the rate of $15 a day.
Mr. Avery told me that the whole $1,500 was available for the bridge, so apparently our problem
is solved, I believe that this contract was let through the office of Frank I. Brown, U. S, Forest
Service, Augusta, Maine, and he may be able to give you some additional information.
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If my facts are incorrect, and the problem of getting an engineer is still to be solved, please write
me at once.
October 11, 1935. J. P. Boynton, Mgr., American Art Post Card Co., to S. S. Philbrick
Dear Mr. Philbrick:
In the Maine Book, 1934 issue, published by B & R Railway we notice on page 26 a very lovely
Photo entitled “Joe Mary Mountain from Cooper Pond” taken by you.
We would be pleased to know if you could furnish us with an unmounted Photo of this subject
for our General Maine series of cards which is distributed throughout the State.
October 11, 1935. Everett Greaton to Walter Greene
Dear Mr. Greene:
Mr. Harrie Coe sent me your letter of October 5th. I was very much interested in reading it
through. I was appointed Executive Secretary of the Maine Development Commission last
Spring. I have been connected somewhat with Maine’s recreational business for the past five
years.
I heartily endorse your thoughts contained in the letter. I am tremendously interested in hiking
trails and mountain climbing. Both of these are contained in my general plan of developing the
state recreationally. We have already made recommendations to the W. P. A. for a project along
this line. I have for some time been making a careful study of our mountains, gathering data,
taking pictures and during the winter we will compile a general mountain booklet.
Our next year's advertising will lay stress on this form of recreation. A new folder that we are
now preparing has a chapter on mountain climbing.
I am in constant touch with Arthur Fogg of Portland and last winter attended the banquet of the
Eastern States Mountain Club. I have personally climbed a few mountains this summer, the last
one being Sugar Loaf in Crockertown Plantation. I trust that this bit of information will be
pleasing to you.
I should appreciate any suggestions that you may care to offer and would be very glad to have
you call at our office any time you are in Augusta.
{Did I send you this letter.} [Apparently a note from Greene to Avery]
October 14, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Enclosed please find Mr. Reed’s sketch of the trail location in the Rangeley country. He says that
this is the best he can do in putting it on.
I was at the West Branch Bridge site this week, taking up an Engineer in order to locate the
bridge footings. There has been quite a little hunting to do to get the heavy timbers for the towers.
They had to find two pieces 35 ft. long which would hew out 12" by 14" and that country has
been pretty much culled for logs. The smaller stuff they can find quite readily. We have changed
the length of cables a little bit on account of configuration of the ledge on the north side of the
river but no other change in design is being made.
Costigan, who has charge of the job, says that it will take him two or three weeks more to hew
the rest of his timber.
Both Costigan and the Engineer seem to feel that it will be wise to haul our cable and other
material from the outside in to the bridge site this winter, but not to put the bridge up until the
spring. The reason for this delay would be the weight of the cable as the road is more of a winter
one than a summer one and possibly we could do our transporting better on the snow. I have not
quite determined what to do but may decide to follow this advice.
A serious matter is the possibility of the Millinocket camp being closed up permanently
sometime this month or in November by reason of a shift in the number of C.C.C. camps.
Millinocket is making every effort to hold the camp and may succeed. If the camp is shut we will
have to get a detail from Patten to come over and do the bridge work. If we did the work this fall
I would try to make some arrangement to hold Costigan in charge of it as he is a good man, even
if we had to raise money from the state to do it because he will be automatically dismissed when
the camp closes, unless he can be put into some other camp which is of course possible.
If, however, we do not build until spring and he does not get into one of the other camps, we
would have to use some other foremen, but I think there is a man at Patten who could carry it out
all right.
I went up to the Chimney Basin as a sort of side trip and because I wanted to see what the Park
Camp had been doing this summer. I have no authority over Park Camps but like to keep in
touch with their work. I thought that the park crowd had decided to make their major
concentration area at Basin Ponds but I found on discussing it with the Superintendent that they
are now in favor of making their concentration at Sandy Stream Pond for fear of breaking up the
primitive condition of the landscape at the Basin Ponds. They propose stopping their road at
Roaring Brook and having a foot trail go in about half a mile to Sandy Stream Pond, making a
parking ground at Roaring Brook, which you will recollect is a scant two miles above the Sandy
Stream Depot, where their camp is. It rather seems to me that it would be more sensible to put
the automobile road across Roaring Brook and over to Sandy Stream Pond and make the
concentration area, parking ground and all, then from it a trail can be put somewhat
southwesterly to cut the present Chimney Basin trail, and those who want to walk up the
mountain can leave direct from Sandy Stream Pond to do so; while those who do not can stay at
the camps which will undoubtedly be developed at Sandy Stream Pond, where there is also a
chance to make a good swimming beach, with a little labor.
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This program would keep the mountain in its primitive state with primitive shelters at the
Chimney Basin and possibly along the trail up to the Basin. I am a little afraid of too wide spread
scattering of shelters on account of fire danger. I think that you should carry in your mind the
idea of an Appalachian Mountain Club hut at the Chimney Basin, in conjunction with Roy
Dudley. It seems to me that if the Club could develop the Chimney Basin and the Park Service
the lower concentration area it would make rather an ideal setup.
{Later: McNeil not build until spring, but get everything ready.}
October 15, 1935. Arthur Comey to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
You may know that I always believe in giving the devil his due,- be that as it may, I certainly
congratulate you on the fine progress now being made, and recently made, in Maine on the AT.
Likewise, I always like to rejoice over seeing things come through the only way that I believe
can be right in the long run,- and this is certainly the case with Maine. Now that enough spirits
have been found to organize an intra-state club, and that the state authorities as well as the local
owners up and down the line are favorably interested and active,- and how!- the trail is going
through right so as to stay. The CCC work is particularly fortunate, to back up the vigorous
volunteer efforts.
Likewise, as to Guidebooks: I heartily enthuse over the present arrangement by which the NETC
sells the ATC Guide to Maine and the ATC sells the NETC Guide to N E (that is, especially
Mass. and neighboring states). I also heartily endorse your praise for Heermance’s vigorous
chairmanship. I tried to get him to take it three years ago, and have been working on him ever
since, until he succumbed and took it. May I venture a hope that eventually a new edition of the
all-New England Guidebook will be issued, possibly under joint auspices and editorship. This
might fittingly celebrate the actual completion of the AT in New England.
May I inquire also as to your views as to another guidebook detail? Now that the ATC Guide to
the AT in Maine carries so much about Katahdin, speaking privately, what do you think is the
appropriate way eventually to deal with the duplication between it and the AMC Katahdin
Guide? If you favor a subsequent edition absorbing all the side trail material for Katahdin in the
AT Guide, I should like to scout around a bit and see just what reactions would be forthcoming
hereabouts.
Is a cash contribution from me called for to assure my continuing to receive the pamphlets, maps,
letter reports, etc. of the ATC?
I do not know what you think of the Mountains and Trails map prepared by the staff of the
Maine State Planning Board. The Development Commission, with whom we have at times had
mutual assistance, as for example their publication of our map of Canoe Routes in their Fishing,
Hunting and Camping pamphlet, might be induced to find it suitable for inclusion in the
projected pamphlet on the AT in Maine. I believe these pictorial maps are better suited to general
publicity than the more engineering type that I would naturally draw.
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October 15, 1935. George Fernald to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 3rd inst., also revised blue print which I have looked
over. As far as I can see, the lines are now correct.
I shall be very glad to see you in November, if you are in Boston, although, as I wrote you, I
expect to be away until the 18th.
October 15, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
I have found your letters of October 7th on my return from a trip. I am leaving for several days
again, but I think that we must have $40 or $50 available. Mr. Roy Flynt sent in a check for
$5.00.
I have received a copy of Mr. Jackman’s letter to you of "September 5th" and I note that the wire
has already been ordered so that it is impossible to effect any reduction in cost in that way.
We should have this money together within the next ten days or so, and we will all be pleased to
be able to help in this connection.
October 15, 1935. Myron Avery to Raymond Savage, Flagstaff C.C.C.
Dear Mr. Savage:
1 have your letter of October 7th, returning the map, which gives me the information which 1
need.
I presume that you have instructed your foreman to paint over that section of the trail which is
now blue, so that it will all be white.
We hope that the weather conditions will permit you to reach Old Man’s Head this fall. We are
holding up the Guidebook until this trail is finished, so that we can describe this route. Game
Warden Taylor is planning to measure it as soon as it is done. I hardly think there will be any
possibility of my getting there this fall.
When the Camp finishes work for the season, I would be greatly obliged if you would let me
know exactly what trail work was completed, so that I can have a clear idea of the situation.
This side trail from the Ledge House may change the reference in the Guidebook to the existing
blue-blazed side trail to the Old Man's Head, in that the new route may go by it.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Game Warden Taylor.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

280

cc: Taylor
October 15, 1935. Myron Avery to Harold Bailey, Bates College Outing Club
Dear Mr. Bailey:
I appreciate very much your writing me in detail that the trail up C Bluff has been completed. I
have read your account of the route with much interest and I hope to see this trail within the next
year. Your letter comes in time to insert the trail on the map which we are preparing to go with
the Second Edition of the Maine Guidebook.
I know that I shall be in Maine on December 20th but that, of course, is during the vacation
period. There is a possibility that I may be in the State the last part of October. I am very anxious
to have the opportunity to bring the slides on the A.T. and the moving picture reel an trail cutting,
to Lewiston. I had also hoped that I might have a couple of days over a week-end to look over
the completed Trail between Saddleback and the South Arm Road.
I will let you know immediately as my arrangements develop and I hope this year to make the
trip as to which I had considerable correspondence with Professor Sawyer last year and which
did not materialize.
cc Professor Sawyer
October 17, 1935. Charles T. Russ, President, Colby Outing Club, to Appalachian Trail
Conference
Dear Sir:
I understand you have information regarding the Appalachian Trail in Maine. I am enclosing 50
cents for a copy of your booklet on that subject. I understand also that various Outing Clubs
have at various times helped in making this trail possible by volunteering construction crews.
Would you please advise me what our organization could do if anything, and whom I could get
in touch with.
October 17, 1935. Myron Avery to W. W. Cady, New York
Dear Mr. Cady:
I have been away from Washington and delayed in replying to your telegram. I shall be here very
little of the next month.
Mr. Sewall's requirements were an Engineer who had had actual and considerable experience in
construction of wire cable suspension bridges. He has, in the foreman and superintendent of the
C.C.C. Camps and other personnel, experienced mechanics and workmen but he was asking for a
specialist. This was the situation as outlined in my letter to the Board. Mr. Sewall has now
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obtained the services of an engineer who has done the required suspension bridge work and will
supervise the job and aid the foreman. If the cold weather does not come too quickly, the work
will be completed this fall. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has provided the necessary means
for completing this work.
October 17, 1935. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
With further reference to our previous correspondence with respect to the proposed pamphlet
"The Silvered Aisle" on the Appalachian Trail in Maine, and my suggestion that the
Development Commission purchase 100 copies of the Second Edition of the Maine Guidebook,
in order to permit its publication.
Within the next three weeks, we shall be ready to undertake the publication of the Guidebook if
the essential financial arrangements have been made. The Guidebook will probably have close to
200 pages, as well as 7 maps. This purchase of 100 copies would assure our being able to issue it.
If we do not have this support, I do not know how we can get the book out. For this reason, I
hope that the Development Commission can let us have its answer in the near future.
In the event that the publication "The Silvered Aisle" is to be issued, there would be a number of
changes and corrections to be made in the manuscript which I previously sent you.
In connection with the appropriation made from the State Contingent Fund of some $1500.00 for
purchasing cable to build a foot-bridge along the Trail route over the West Branch, Forester
Sewell found himself without means of securing the services of a competent engineer. He asked
us to help and we have raised the amount of $76.00 by contributions necessary for this purpose.
It might be very much worthwhile to point this out to the Development Commission as another
indication of our contributions to the State's recreational program.
October 17, 1935. Myron Avery to Raymond Viles, Rangeley CCC Camp
Dear Mr. Viles:
I am very much obliged to you for your care in plotting the Trail on the Rangeley Sheet. As soon
as our new nap is completed, which I hope will be within the next 2 or 3 weeks, I will send you a
blueprint so that you can advise us of any errors or corrections.
There is one thing further which I should like to ascertain. Do you expect to finish, this fall, this
road as far as Four Ponds, which is to eventually go to Houghton? How far is it now done?
There is a possibility that, if snow does not come too soon, I may have a chance to spend a weekend measuring and getting the trail data for the section of Trail which you have built. I have a
great deal of office work, however, and it may be that, by the time I can get to New England, it
will be too late. If the thing materializes, I would have to leave Boston Friday evening and be
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back there on Monday. What would you suggest would be the best train connection - to come to
Rumford?
I shall be very glad to get word from you as to the extent of the work done, when the operations
for the year cease.
October 18, 1935. Myron Avery to Arthur Comey
Dear Arthur:
Thank you very much for your fine letter of October 16th. You are frank, as always, and I
appreciate it. You have not commented on the fact that you were also a member of the intrastate
Maine Club.
No one can fully appreciate, except, perhaps, you and I, how many of our problems have been
solved by Forester Sewall, particularly with the landowners in Western Maine.
I have now the manuscript for all the Maine Guidebook. It will be about 200 pages and I think
very inclusive; there will be 7 maps. Since the Maine Development Commission will not reprint
my publication on Katahdin and I thought it worth perpetuating (you will overlook any personal
connection with it), I have decided to substitute it for the present chapter in the Guide. Your
suggestion of this Guidebook absorbing the side material for Katahdin is new and I had not
thought of it as I had supposed the A.M.C. would want to hold on to this publication. It is,
however, a very logical step and if it did not impose too heavy a financial burden upon us,
particularly with respect to the 3-color map (which should be revised), I think the scheme might
be excellent. Why not, as you suggest, scout around and see what the reaction is to the plan? It is
obviously too late to do anything which we had for this edition. Gower is, of course, the present
mainspring in getting out this publication. Without him it might be more of a problem. His views
might be controlling. I should expect that the Club would want to continue issuing it. It may be a
tender spot and we don't want to appear to be seeking it.
Under the present arrangement, your name is on the A.T. mailing list and I have made it a point,
personally, to see that all of the material, particularly with respect to Maine, came to you.
However, at the beginning of the year, when the individual Trail Conference membership matter
is taken up, you may feel disposed to continue your connection in that capacity.
As you know, we are trying to get the Maine Development Commission to issue a booklet on the
Trail in Maine. I have taken it up with Mr. Greaton and submitted a manuscript and photographs.
Perhaps the Planning Board can issue some pressure in that connection. If you expect to be in
Augusta soon, let me know.
I will certainly be in Boston during the next two or three months. In fact, I have a case now listed
for trial for the last of October, which I hope will go over. I have two trips to make to
Jacksonville within the next two weeks and I am rushed with office work.
We have experimented here with the Shenandoah Park area pictorial maps and I am having one
sent to you.
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Schairer and I checked the Maine map and sent back to the Planning Board a number of
suggestions.
I fear that with respect to the Trail in Maine, there is still required much missionary work in
connection with the Development Commission, particularly the Commissioner of Inland
Fisheries & Game, whose influence is hardly with us.
October 19, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letters of the 11th and 15th inst. on my return from the woods. With regard to the
camp sites I think that I had better get a complete list of descriptions from each of the
Superintendents, which I will send you. I am writing them today.
With regard to the bridge we have decided to only hew our timber this fall and by use of snow
get the cable and heavy stuff in over the road. On top of that decision is the very strong
probability that we will lose both the Millinocket and Flagstaff camps within a short time. This
will mean that we will have to build the bridge by a detail from the Patten camp. I am awfully
sorry to lose these two camps, they had so much work of a valuable nature to the state to do, but
there seems to be no recourse although everything being done possible to save them.
I visited the trail at two places this last week; both at Carrabassett and at South Arm. I have told
Savage to try to get the section between the Ledge House to Mt. Bigelow, over Little Bigelow,
cut before the camp goes out. He will try to do this. Viles of Rangeley has his trail crew now
camped on the South Arm road. They have got a shelter to build near there and are going to try
to cut through to C Pond if they can. It depends on how the weather holds. I told Viles if the
weather breaks badly he would have to pull the men in. It is getting cold now in the high country
but we have had a beautiful fall for the past two weeks. Mild days and sharp nights. Ideal for
work.
I have gone to some engineering expense and any time you want to send me a check I will take
care of it. No hurry, however.
I have been thinking over the matter of upkeep and maintenance. Don’t you suppose we can get
the four Maine colleges that is, Bates, Bowdoin, Colby and the University of Maine, to each take
a definite section of the trail and have it put squarely up to them to have their Outing Clubs
become members of the trail conference and be responsible for that section of the trail. Let me
know what you think about this, although you probably have already thought it out ahead of me.
If you want me to move in it I will take it up with such parties as you recommend. I would want
to get your suggestions as to the different parts for each college to take over.
{Copy Greene, Heermance}
October 21, 1935. Everett Greaton to Myron Avery
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Dear Mr. Avery:
“The Silvered Aisle” will probably not be published by the Maine Development Commission.
As to the purchase of the 100 copies of the Maine Guide Book I should have to write you after
the next meeting.
{Copy Greene, Flynt}
October 21, 1935. Ray Viles to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
With reference to yours of the 17th, I wish to inform you that the so-called Houghton Road will
not reach Four Ponds until some time during next summer.
At present the Houghton Road is built to a point about 1 1/4 miles from the Main Highway
(Route 4).
Hoping this will give you the information that you require.
PS: Following is all the information I can give you in regard to the best train connections.
Train leaves Boston 2:20 A.M., arrives Portland 6:07 AM, Leaves Portland, 7:00 AM, Arrives
Farmington 10:25 AM, Bus connections to Rangeley. Returning Monday. Bus leaves Rangeley
to connect with train at Farmington. Train Leaves Farmington 1:35 PM, Arrives Boston 7:20 PM.
I think it would be much better for you to come here instead of Rumford, as you would be much
closer to the Trail. Should you miss connections anywhere after you get into this state, I would
be glad to come and meet you, or if you can find any better connections than the above, by my
meeting you some place, please let me know and I will meet you, at the place designated.
October 22, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
Your letter of October 19th was of much interest to me.
With respect to the expense in connection with the bridge construction, as I am in Washington
very little of the time this fall, to avoid any delay I have arranged to have the matter of collecting
the contributions looked after by the Secretary of the Maine Club, Mr. Schairer, and you will be
hearing from him within two or three days in this connection.
I had hoped that, this fall, I would have an opportunity to make a flying trip from Boston to
travel and measure the newly completed section of trail from Saddleback to South Arm, as well
as check up on the work of the Rangeley Camp, with which, by reason of its being the fartherest
away, we have had the least contact. 1 will not know until the end of the month if there is any
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possibility of this and weather or snow may beat me to it. I would like very much to do it,
however.
The manuscript for the Maine Guidebook awaits only the chapter on the Arnold Trail. It will run
about 200 pages and I think will be a most creditable publication.
The story of our efforts in connection with maintenance of the trail in Maine is a long one and I
wish I could have the opportunity to tell you about it in detail. I am hoping to be able to take the
lecture on the trail and the movies on trail cutting, to the Bates College Outing Club this fall and
I believe that a very definite arrangement can be made here. The difficulty with most college
outing clubs in maintaining trail--which calls for organized and systematic supervision--is the
great fluctuation in interest. This is the unfortunate aspect of relying on the college outing clubs.
The Bates College, however, due to the presence of Professor Sawyer, has a continuity which I
have not seen in other Maine clubs. It is very active generally, in addition to the work which it
has done on the trail route in Maine. In keeping with Sawyer’s suggestion, we have more or less
kept in abeyance the question of the Bates Club taking over a section of trail to maintain, until I
could make my long-delayed trip to Lewiston. (Their area would be immediately east from
Grafton Notch.) I fear that the Bowdoin Club would be of little help. I spent some time with its
leading member, Jack Holden, at the Conference In 1934. His interest is primarily in skiing and
the club hoped to get a cabin at Weld Pond, but nothing has been heard of this project for the
past year. Holden was interested in the trail and did make a trip or two to Baldpate with the view
of trying to locate the route here. Your son would be in a position to indicate better than I the
present situation of the Bowdoin Club. Of the Colby organization I know nothing. I did have
some correspondence with W. Evans Page, who was President of the Maine Club and I know
that a Mr. Percival Sayward had taken him and one or two other members of that group over
some sections of the Trail, with a view of stimulating interest.
We really have not only given considerable thought but have made strenuous efforts to provide
an adequate program of maintenance in Maine. This was the purpose of organizing the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club so as to have the general supervision of the Trail cared for by some
organization rather than individuals. I think that the problem will have to be met by developing a
system whereby we can have, annually, sufficient sums to insure sections of the trail being
worked over periodically by people who would be employed for this purpose. I think that Greene
too believes this would be entirely feasible. With this in view, last winter, through Mr. Herbert
Swett we made a very vigorous presentation of the advantages of the trail as a recreational asset
of the State, to the Maine Development Commission and asked for an appropriation of $250.00.
Our correspondence with Mr. Swett was rather extensive and the stumbling block appeared in
the person of the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries & Game. His attitude, I am at a loss to
explain. He seemed to express the opinion that his Department had done a great deal and had
received no credit. We have been at great pains to see that everyone who contributed to the Trail
in Maine received proper recognition and, to be very frank., Mr. Stobie’s attitude toward this
project had been decidedly cold and far from cooperative. Mr. Stobie seemed to advance the idea
that no maintenance was required, as the fire and game wardens would look after the project.
Practically, you know how futile this is. We were obliged to explain the situation fully to Mr.
Swett. We have placed the entire matter again before Mr. Schnurle, who is the Chairman of the
Executive Committee of the Commission, but our inside sources indicate that until Mr. Stobie
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becomes more enthusiastic, our chances of obtaining help from the Development Commission
are rather negligible. I made an effort, when I was last in Maine, to see Mr. Schnurle. We have
tried, through other sources, to make an impression upon Mr. Stobie--so far without result. I have
the feeling that if we could only induce the Governor or Mr. Stobie to openly advocate the
project we would have our maintenance on an assured basis.
This is rather a long story. However, since you have brought up the matter, I wanted you to know
that we have been active on this end of the problem and will continue to be so. There is enough
enthusiasm and support, both physically and financially, to carry the project through the critical
years, but both Greene and I were looking far ahead and wished to see this on a permanent basis
and recognized as an asset of the State. Other states spend money on similar trail projects of far
lesser merit.
As you will see from the above, our problem is to reach either Mr. Stobie or the Governor. If you
have any suggestions along this line, they will be most welcome. If you find it necessary to go
into the particular angles of the problem presented by Mr. Stobie’s attitude--which may be a
thing you will readily understand anyway--we can send you our correspondence with Mr.
Schnurle.
I am very sorry to hear that the Camp at Flagstaff may not be continued, for there is a great deal
of work between Sugarloaf and Saddleback. This is a very difficult section and I suppose we
would have to get it cared for next year by the Rangeley Camp.
cc: Greene, Heermance
Professor Heermance:
There is no present problem involved in this correspondence, but I felt that it was a matter which
it would be well to have you know of, so that you would be aware that we were planning for the
future in this connection on a permanent basis, as well as trying to take care of our present
problems. I am enclosing copy of letter from Mr. Sewall so that you will be kept fully aware of
developments in Maine. Both the Millinocket and Flagstaff Camps have worked on the trail this
year. We would be left with the Greenville and Rangeley Camps; the latter is particularly
needed for the uncompleted section.
October 23, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
I am very much obliged to you for your letter of October 14th, which I found on my return from
New York. As I am leaving for Jacksonville, I am answering it rather hurriedly. I appreciate all
the information you have given me.
All of the manuscript for the Maine Guidebook has been typed and we are waiting now only the
chapter on the Arnold Trail. As soon as the route can be finished, Mr. Taylor will measure it.
The book will run about 200 pages.
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1 appreciate, of course, that you are in a position to determine the wisdom of delaying the
hauling of cable until the winter, but with all of the hectic changes and uncertainties these days, I
have the feeling that it is highly desirable to accomplish, as soon as possible, everything which
can be done. If the Millinocket Camp does not reopen next year, there might be a very real
difficulty. I shall be interested to know what you decide to do and, personally, I should like very
much to see the bridge in.
I have been keeping in close touch with the work done by the C.C.C. crew on the east side of
Katahdin. I am wondering if you ever saw the proposed plan of development which Mr.
Sylvester, the landscape architect prepared. 1 thought it was a very commendable piece of work.
If you have not seen it, I have copies of it and would be glad to forward it to you.
The present Camp Superintendent, I think, had the idea that Sandy Pond might be a better
terminus than Basin Ponds. There is one consideration, in determining the terminus of the road
and the principal campsite, which I consider of extreme importance. That is, the nearness to the
mountain. Obviously, the plan of development should keep people away from Chimney Pond
where facilities are very limited. If the campsite is at Sandy Stream Pond, this will be so far away
from the mountain and involve such an extent of additional walking, that it would fail to be of
maximum usefulness. For this reason, I felt that Basin Ponds--with a good trail to Chimney
Pond--was near enough and it has sufficient space for the required developments. I believe that,
to control the situation and change the present conception of Chimney Pond as the base of
Katahdin trips, that the Basin Pond Campsite is essential.
I am one of those who feel most strongly that the Appalachian Mountain Club, of which I am a
member, should extend its White Mountain Hut system to Chimney Pond. Incidentally, I am
enclosing a folder of its White Mountain Huts, which may be of interest to you. Unfortunately,
the powers in the Appalachian Mountain Club have not been receptive to this suggestion. Mr.
Gower made no progress in his efforts to arouse interest after his talk with you and Mr. Baxter
last summer. So it seems as if a hut of the A.M.C. type would have to be handled by the State or
some concessionaire.
My guidebook description has been prepared with the statement that the bridge is in place. I am
going to have to add an explanatory note, I guess.
cc: Greene, Gower
Newspaper article of uncertain date
Two Maine CCC Camps Ordered Discontinued
Camps at Millinocket and Flagstaff to Be Closed with Work Projects Unfinished
MUCH ACCOMPLISHED
Official notice that the C. C. C. camps at Flagstaff and Millinocket are to be discontinued on or
before October 31 has reached the office of Edward W. Connors, Junior Administrative Officer
for the emergency Conservation work in Maine.
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Mr. Connors said yesterday that the Millinocket camp will be moved to Ellsworth. There is a
rumor emanating from official sources that one Ellsworth camp will be moved to California. If
this move comes about, it will be the greatest distance over which a C. C. C. camp has been
transferred on record.
The destination of the camp at Flagstaff is still unknown.
The work of these two camps has consisted mostly of the building of truck trails, roads, lookout
stations, bridges, and other conveniences suited to the needs of forest fire fighters or tourists.
Two notable construction projects completed by the Flagstaff camp crew were the Bigelow
Mountain trail and fire tower, and the Bog Brook fire protection trail, which was recently the
means of getting fire fighters to a blaze in that section which threatened the whole township.
At the Millinocket camp, part of the work will be left unfinished. There still remains about 1 ½
miles of road to be built in order to connect the trails which have been in the process of
construction by the Millinocket camp on one end and the Katahdin camp on the other, the socalled east-side trail. It is expected that this work will be completed by boys from the Katahdin
camp in the spring. The Millinocket boys will also be forced to leave their work on the
preliminary construction of a suspension bridge across the West Branch at Sourdnahunk which
was financed by a sum of $1500 set aside from the contingent fund by the Governor and Council.
This bridge will be 206 feet in length between the towers, and wll be part of the Appalachian
Trail when completed. C. C. C. work on the bridge will probably be completed by members of
the Patten camp, said Mr. Connor yesterday.
October 24, 1935. Roy Flynt to J. F. Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club
Dear Mr. Schairer:
Enclosed is a clipping regarding the CCC camps discontinuance which may interest you.
Robert Stubbs, this morning, did not know how the abutments would be completed but I think
Sewall will be able to get it done by some other camp.
Enclosed is a sketch contributed by Francis O. Merchant, artist, a Maine boy from So.
Thomaston, a member of the Maine State Planning Board. I think you will like this but if not I
will try to work out something from the sketch which you sent.
Did you intend to use the slogan “AS GOES MAINE—SO GOES APPALACHIA!” I thought
you put this on as a suggestion but personally I would not favor it. {Marginal note “NO”}
The letter head will be having my early attention but have waited until this morning’s
announcement of George H. Gruhn’s appointment by Governor Brann (clipping enclosed).
Robert Stubbs said that confirmation could be anticipated by the Governor and Council, so it
seems safe to put this material in type.
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A line cut for the letter head would cost about $2.50 to $3.00, but if you do not have funds
available, perhaps I could look after this as well as the letter heads. If the quantity that you want
printed is not too great; in the latter case I would be glad to stand ½ of the expense. Please feel
entirely free to write me frankly about this. {Marginal notes: “We pay”. “1000 cost?”}
In Patten, last Tuesday, I talked with John Gardner of the Huston Clothing Co. who is interested
in the Maine Appalachian Club and would like to be identified with it. The CCC’s have extended
the road from Shin Pond 10 miles toward the east branch and will eventually reach it. Think
they are within 4 miles of it now. This opens up new possibilities for trail work for the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. This could be an extension of the Katahdin Trail. Robert Stubbs, this
morning thought favorably of the idea.
I am sending the copy of this letter to Mr. Avery so that you and he can check up on any features
you wish. Will send a proof of the letter head within a few days.
October 24, 1935. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Harold Bailey tells me that you may be able to visit us late in this month (that would mean next
week) and I certainly hope that you can come and bring your slides; if not then, then sometime
later this fall, I hope.
We are getting considerable interest stirred up among our Outing Club members regarding the
A.T., and I think we can make it permanent. The boys have cut a very interesting and
spectacular trail up “C” Pond Bluff that I believe is a good job for a beginning, and if the C.C.C.
get the trail through to Old Speck, our Club should be able to maintain a considerable stretch of
it. The C.C.C. boys however have thus far encountered only comparatively easy going, and I’m
afraid, judging by what has been done this summer, that their progress will be discouragingly
slow from Summit to Surplus Pond.
I was on top of Old Speck Mt. a week ago, and could get an uninterrupted view of Elephant and
Blue Mountains. There is no doubt in my mind that Elephant is much higher, and I see no reason
now for putting a trail on Blue; at least, not until such time as we build trails solely for the fun of
it, and not primarily to get somewhere.
October 25, 1935. Frank L. Brown, Supt., Millinocket C.C.C. Camp, to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
With regard to your form letter to all Superintendents of Oct. 21 the following work has been
done on the Appalachian Trail by this Camp.
Trail swamping started at State Camp Ground, Katahdin Brook, 5.47 miles from Monument Peak.
At 5.6 miles a footbridge was built over Katahdin Brook; at 5.8 miles a footbridge was built over
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the outlet of Grassey Pond. At Nesowadnahunk Toll Dam on a jutting rock below Big Niagara a
lunch ground was constructed and the spring was cleaned, rocked and boxed in.
At Little Niagara, the lunch ground and fireplace was swamped and made over. About one-half
mile above Sourdnahunk Dam and the proposed foot-bridge over the West Branch, a log lean-to
for 8 people, fireplace, lunch ground and latrine was constructed.
Another spring cleared for lunching at 1.8 miles from Clifford’s Camps, trail swamped and
clearly marked leading about 1/4 mile to shore of lake and spring. At 3.4 miles from Clifford’s
Camps, a lean-to for 8 people, a fire place, lunch ground and latrine was constructed. At 7.6
miles from Clifford’s Camps, the trail to Could Pond [Not sure what this pond was] was cleared
but not painted with the side-trail blue.
At 5.12 miles from MacDougall’s camp at the foot of Wadleigh Valley, a short side trail, well
marked, was swamped about l/4 mile to the shore of Nahmakanta Lake. This is not painted but
well spotted. At 7.45 miles from MacDougall’s Camps turn left to Nahmakanta Lake about 300
yards a lean-to for 8 people, fire place, lunch ground was built. A side trail also crossing the old
dam and over to 4th Debsconeag Lake, about 1-1/2 miles was cut and well spotted but not
painted.
The whole trail from the State Camp Ground at Katahdin Stream as far as about one half mile
from ruins of old Mahar Camps, at 12.05 miles from MacDougall’s a distance of about 30 miles
was completed and cleared back ten feet and all overhanging branches pruned from larger
growth. Rock stepping stones were put across swampy places and small brooks wherever
available, and the whole trail well spotted and painted with white paint and the trail insignia put
up at about l/4 mile intervals . Also rocks that were prominent were painted with a white trail
insignia. About two miles of short side trail was constructed.
October 28, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letters of the 22nd and 23rd Inst. I have been at Millinocket all the week helping get
ready to close the camp and trying to arrange so that we would finish our grading work at
Windey Pitch which we will have to do by using men from the Patten camp as the Millinocket
men go out Thursday of this week, abandoning that camp and going to Ellsworth. Of course
practically all of our supervisory personnel are discharged automatically as the Ellsworth camp is
a park camp and not a Forest Service one.
With regard to the bridge, Fred Costigan who is in charge of that did not come in Friday night as
usual and I take it that he is pushing along his hewing so as to complete it by today or tomorrow.
He will skid up this material and we will leave it until spring. Materials are also beginning to
come in from the American Steel & Wire Co. and we have arranged to put them in the Great
Northern Paper Co. storehouse at the foot of Abol Hill. I also spoke to some of their men about
the company hauling the stuff in this winter on the snow. Fortunately General Connor was at
Togue Pond while I was there and we will be able to get a side camp out of Patten next spring to

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

291

build the bridge so I do not worry about it in its eventuality. I am awfully sorry to lose the
Millinocket camp, which has been doing not only good and important work but a great deal of it,
but that is of course beyond my control.
I do not like to bother the Governor with questions of maintenance now where they have given
us this money to get the bridge material. I think that is enough for one year. After we get the
bridge up I think that we could take it through to him. I do not understand Mr. Stobie’s attitude
as he is highly interested as a rule in wild land development. lt must be that there is some
prejudice of which we do not know. I do not know Mr.Stobie well enough, however, to be of
much value in that matter.
I am very Interested in your reaction to the present park plan of the development at Sandy
Stream Pond in lieu of the one at the Basin Pond. There doesn't seem to be any final and fixed
policy with this park business and it is hard to keep up with their gyrations and plans which
develop. If you have a spare copy of Sylvester's plan you had better send it to me. I think that if
Mr. Gruhn, Acting Forest Commissioner, made a final decision on the matter that very probably
the park people would assent to it. After all this is a state park and not a national one. I am an
amateur in such things and realize it and prefer to take the best advice that we can get. I think
that Sylvester is an abler and more experienced man than the landscape architect that we had at
the camp this summer, although this latter man was sincere and highly interested. As a matter of
fact he never got his appointment as a landscape architect at all because about all their
appointments were held up and he had to do his work after he had enrolled as an ordinary C.C.C.
employee.
With regard to using the colleges, why not let Sawyer, who is in touch with that sort of thing, try
to formulate a scheme with the other colleges if it is at all practicable and try to get a setup and
then if that setup breaks down why we will mend the breaks in time? This is a suggestion only.
I enclose map of the Rangeley camp work showing the trail and shelters. The shelters are 8 ft.
deep and 12 ft. long, standard Adirondack shelters with fireplaces built of rock. The trail is
completed from the point shown on the map south of Bemis Mountain to the South Arm road.
You will note the location of the shelters as indicated by the circles.
You will notice the legend for the map written in the white space of Rangeley Lake. Will you
please return this map to me as soon as you have gotten done with it. I want it to keep with their
projects, and please send it back as soon as you can.
P.S. I also enclose copy of report by the Superintendent of the Millinocket camp of the work
done on the trail from that camp.
October 28, 1935. IMPRESSIONS OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE by W.
Clark Dean, Washington, D.C. {Copy put in File of Articles for Publications Oct. 28, 1935.
Copy Greene, Dean}
{[Footnote:] Mr. Dean, of the Bureau of Construction and Repair, Navy Department, was a
member of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club party of 14 people, led by Myron H. Avery,
which in August 1935 traveled the Appalachian Trail from Monson to Katahdin. The Potomac
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Appalachian Trail Club at Washington, D.C. is a prominent member of the Appalachian Trail
Conference and maintains some 240 miles of the Appalachian Trail in the Blue Ridge Mountains.
This article records Mr. Dean’s impression of the Trail in Maine as contrasted with the Southern
Appalachians.—Editor}
It seems inconceivable that less than 24 hours by train from Washington, D.C., lies the vast
wilderness of central Maine, a region where profound solitude reigns with only nature’s music
and not a discordant man-made sound. Even the weird, maniacal cry of the loons, which
Theodore Winthrop wrote of as “the cry of despair of a being exiled from the happiness it had
never known”, added to the enjoyment of this forest primeval.
Our trip had been wisely planned to start over the Appalachian Trail from Borestone Mountain,
where we had a magnificent view of the promised land, to its logical climax of Katahdin.
Starting out in the crisp glorious sunshine we gradually built up, during the two weeks, sufficient
endurance to conquer with ease the majestic and rugged mountain marking the northern terminus
of the Trail. Fitting, too, was the wild raging storm, in the midst of which we spent the last night
at Chimney Pond beneath the sheer cliffs of Katahdin. It seemed as though Pamola were
manifesting his displeasure at our invasion of his domain or negotiation of the Knife-Edge.
The stage properties were well chosen to insure a perfect show. To begin with, Walter D. Greene
mysteriously appeared from the woods in his slightly exaggerated guide’s regalia shortly after
we left the Blanchard Railway Station and finally LeRoy Dudley, at Chimney Pond, related his
personal relations with that austere spirit of the mountain, old Pamola, who inhabits Katahdin.
The Trail led through dense, cathedral-like forests of spruce, fir and white birch, all strange to us
of the Blue Ridge lands. The deep mosses and pine needles cushioned our way as a mattress.
Then on cloud-drenched mountains the lichens grew so luxuriantly that they seemed like little
trees. The crimson bunchberries and snowberries on delicate vines all gave the impression of a
fairyland or of Christmas. Beautiful too were long park-like stretches of mature hardwood forest.
The timid wild animals, deer, porcupines, foxes and raccoons, only occasionally showed
themselves but there was ample evidence of their presence. By flashlight, at night, we could see
the glow of their eyes. There must have been a vast population of these inhabitants within the
scope of our 75-mile views from some of the lofty mountains.
A most delightful feature of the route of the Trail in Maine is the opportunity for canoe trips at
the end of each day's travel. Outstanding with its extraordinary views of the Katahdin Range,
was our canoe trip over the long-renowned Joe Mary Lakes.
The Trail in Maine has been adopted as an item in the C.C.C. project and 6 crews of 15 boys
each under capable foremen are enthusiastically working on the Trail. It was a real pleasure to
meet those crews on the Trail and make known our appreciation of the splendid results of their
work. It is a Trail which we shall be very happy to travel until the end of our days and an
inspiration for the great Appalachian Trail project.
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The Trail also led over many abandoned tote-roads, frequently through swampy stretches where
jumping from root to rock or over rotted and floating "corduroy" is necessary. Here hobnail
shoes would have insured a safe landing for the ankle express. In fact, web-footed amphibian
marines would feel much at home in this region of myriad lakes and streams, where canoeing
and swimming are in order. I recall seeing certain strong hearts swimming the ¾ mile stretch of
Appalachian Trail across Rainbow Lake and a limited number - one to be specific - diving into
the lake at 6 A.M. He was presumably tuning up for the usual 6:30 start on the Trail.
Our fly dope proved unnecessary and was soon dispensed with. Likewise, the pocket compass
and emergency ration were superfluous; the latter was consumed the last night in camp. No one
was lost, thanks to excellent leadership and the well-marked trail. We stopped practically each
mile to paint or repaint mile numerals on a rock, which permitted the party to close up and get a
little rest or eat blueberries.
All were eager to reach camp, invariably situated on a lake where various recreations awaited us.
These camps are somewhat alike in type in that they usually consist of a group of small log
cabins immaculately fitted out with all conveniences, including a comfortable bed. The
diminutive sheet-iron wood stoves, all charged with white birch logs and bark ready to set off,
were always welcome. A central dining and lounging room was not the least of the attractions.
No one was late when the dinner bell rang, for we were reasonably sure of delicious trout,
salmon, hot muffins and blueberry pie, to say nothing of the inevitable doughnut. Many a
discussion has led to no unanimity of opinion as to which camp was the most attractive-- all
things being considered. Of one thing we are sure and that is, each member of the party has
resolved a return for a longer stay.
After two weeks of this existence, oblivious to the occurrences of the outside world and mindful
only of the pleasures and rewards of each day’s travel, we were indeed loath to return to
"civilization". The joy of such surroundings and ripening friendships can be realized only by
those who, too, have sojourned in the wilderness.
October 28, 1935. Raymond Savage, Flagstaff C.C.C. Camp, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In regard to work being completed on the Appalachian Trail, this year. The route is finished from
the Kennebec River by Pierce Pond, Beaver Brook to C.C.C. Truck Trail, to main highway,
across Bigelow Range by Stratton Brook Pond to Bigelow Station which is on main highway
from Stratton to Kingfield. The work ends here.
The other trail from Pierce Pond over Bates Ridge via East Carry, North end of Middle Carry,
South end of West Carry over Round Top Hill to the Ledge House. There is one mile completed
on South side of Round Top. No work has been attempted on the Little Bigelow route.
One shelter completed on Cold Stream on the Beaver Brook route. It is nine miles from Pierce
Pond to this shelter, and six and one-half miles from shelter to Dead River Postoffice.
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Blue Trails: three and one-half miles completed from Stratton via Cranberry Peak route. There is
about two and one-half miles of this incompleted.
{Copy: Greene, Taylor, Sewall, Heermance}
October 29, 1935. Ronald Gower to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Enclosed the trail data corrections. Should have sent these before, but my work piles up so when
I leave that it takes me weeks to catch up.
Sorry about the slides—my fault, altho Miss Meserve said that your letter to her indicated no
haste, so I put it off, thinking I had plenty of time.
Shall be glad to have you stay with us on your proposed trip to Boston, and at that time will go
over the details of our trip. I feel very strongly that the Bald Mtn.-Troutdale section should be
relocated enough to take it out of the impenetrable raspberry bushes (head-high a good part of
the way) and into such “islands” of unburned green timber as exist, and there are quite a lot of
them. Maintenance in the raspberries is going to be next to impossible.
Briefly we felt Little Wilson to Monson excellent; Monson to Blanchard good; Blanchard to
Bald Mtn. Pond mostly good; Bald Mtn. Pond to Moxie Bald poor; Bald Mtn. to Troutdale
mostly awful; Troutdale to the lower slopes of Pleasant Pond Mtn. poor; the rest of this section
over the Mtn. and down to the automobile road to Caratunk good; from the western end of the
ferry to Pierce Pond is, of course a drag road and is at present being made into a wheel road;
Pierce Pond to Dead River wonderful, and the trail over Bigelow likewise. New shelter on the
section at Cold Brook will sleep 8 or more—nice. Taylor’s blue blazed is mostly well located to
and slightly beyond Cranberry Peak, where he seems to have lost heart and taken to such slash as
he could find, avoiding the pleasant green woods, then he comes to himself again and the end
nearest the Horns Pond is quite pleasant. I feel that this bit could be relocated in spots without
much effort or trouble.
We “discovered” Bill Early’s camps down near Sebec (about 6 miles from Monson) and think
they are O.K. We are all done with Wilkins. Bodfish did the best they could—OK for small
party. The prize place for comfort and coziness is “The Ledges” at Dead River and how they
hang on the nose bag!!
{Copy sent Greene, Sewall}
October 29, 1935.
DEVELOPMENTS ALONG THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE DURING 1935
by
Myron H. Avery, North Lubec, Maine
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{[Footnote:] “Mr. Avery is Chairman of The Appalachian Trail Conference, an association of
outdoor clubs in the east engaged in the building of this super-trail, and Overseer of Trails of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club. Articles by Mr. Avery, describing extensive explorations in the
region north of Katahdin, and, more recently, on the region traversed by The Appalachian Trail,
have appeared in the 1928, 1929, 1933, 1934 and 1935 issues of In the Maine Woods.”}
The last three issues of In the Maine Woods have told the story of the Maine link of that 2050mile super-trail, The Appalachian Trail, extending along the crest of the Appalachian Mountains
from Katahdin to Mt. Oglethorpe in northern Georgia. First, the story was of plans and of
possible routes; then, with the fruition of these cherished plans, of the gradual extension
westward, with much toil and labor, of this "silvered aisle" through the central Maine wilderness,
so that by the spring of 1935 the white blazes had reached the summit of Mt. Sugarloaf, Maine's
second highest mountain, 184 miles distant from Katahdin.
During 1935 it had been planned to continue the improvement of the completed Trail under the
direction of Walter D. Greene, President of The Maine Appalachian Trail Club, and to extend the
Trail westward along the densely forested trailless Mt. Abraham and Saddleback Ranges, where
Game Warden Helen N. Taylor of Eustis had pioneered the route. In that year. however,
occurred an event of paramount importance in the development of the Trail. Upon the
recommendation of James W. Sewall, C.C.C. Forester for Maine, with the support of State and
Federal Forest Service officials, and the activity of Trail Conference officials at Washington,
D.C., the Appalachian Trail project in Maine was adopted as an item of the C.C.C. program.
Work was immediately undertaken. Trail crews of 15 men each, with experienced foreman, were
sent out from the C.C.C. Camps at Millinocket, Greenville, Flagstaff, and Rangeley. The existing
Trail was widened, bushes and trees cut out, down logs removed and bridges built where
necessary. Side trails were cut to viewpoints, springs and points of interest. Emphasis, on the
Maine Trail, had originally been placed on the marking (white paint blazes)--essential in this
wilderness where straying from the route could become a very serious matter. Accordingly the
Trail was repainted. The trail work was most carefully and thoroughly done. The C.C.C. boys in
the trail crews were a picked lot; this job was considered an honor assignment and the boys took
considerable pride in their work. The result has been the development of a wilderness route of
outstanding excellence. For construction, marking, available accommodations, scenic
opportunities, and variety of mountains, lakes, streams and forest, Maine’s "silvered aisle" has
few rivals in the East. The C.C.C. work has given the State an outstanding recreational asset.
With all this improvement, now is a very opportune time to travel the Trail in Maine.
Perhaps the major improvement on the Trail route will be the elimination of the very uncertain
ferrying across the Penobscot West Branch at the old Nesowadnehunk Damslte. Here, financed
by a State appropriation with contributions to defray the engineering expenses, a 207 ft. wirecable suspension bridge is being built across the old dam piers. The foundations are in place and
during the winter the cable will be brought in on the snow, to be installed by the C.C.C. in the
spring. This much-needed structure will be a great boon to all who frequent this locality.
On the south side of Katahdin, the C.C.C. at the old G.N.P. Depot Camps, under the supervision
of the National Park Service, has extended the automobile road from Windey Pitch to its
terminus at Roaring Brook, a distance of 25.2 miles from Millinocket. From here, Chimney Pond
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in the Great Basin of Katahdin is 3.3 miles; the Trail between these points has been much
improved.
The trail crew from the Millinocket Camp, under the direction of Superintendent Frank L. Brown
and Trail Foreman Louis Boyle. has standardized the Trail from the Millinocket –
Nesowadnehunk Tote-road, at the west base of Katahdin, to the Mahar Campground on
Nahmakanta Stream, a distance of 31 miles; the improvements in the vicinity of Rainbow Lake
were notable. Open, lean-to shelters were built by this camp along the Trail on the Penobscot
West Branch, l/2 m. above the cable bridge at Nesowadnehunk Damsite, and at the foot of
Rainbow and Nahmakanta Lakes, respectively, thus providing camping facilities at intervals of
in easy day’s journey for a 4~day trip south from Katahdin.
The Greenville C.C.C. trail crew, with Emmonds Stacy as Camp Superintendent and Hugh S.
McNeil as Foreman, did very extensive work from the Piscataquis River at Blanchard to the East
Branch of Pleasant River. The two three-mile blue-blazed side trails from the Barren-Chairback
Range down to Long Pond were also standardized. These trails were originally cut to permit the
hiker to divide into a two-day traverse, the difficult primeval spruce and fir crest of this range.
A three-mile side trail was also cut from the north shore of Long Pond to The Head of the Gulf,
thus affording a circuit of the Gulf Hagas Trails on the West Branch of Pleasant River.
From the Flagstaff C.C.C. Camp, two large crews under Camp Superintendent Raymond A.
Savage and Foremen William Smith and Edwin Dahl worked over the main Trail from the
Kennebec River to Bigelow Village on Me. Highway 27, in addition to completing the
standardization of one-half of the 7-mile side trail along the Mt. Bigelow Range, from The Tarn
or Horns Pond to Stratton. A lean-to was built at Cold Stream, a branch of Dead River. A major
contribution, however, was made by this Camp in the form of an alternate route to Mt. Bigelow
from Pierce Pond, a famous fishing ground just west of the Kennebec River. This route leads
over Bates Ridge through an attractive region, past East, Middle and West Carry Ponds along the
historic old Arnold Trail across the "Great Bend" of Dead River. From the Carry Ponds, this
alternate route will cross Roundtop and Little Bigelow Mtns. - the latter a miniature of the main
range--and rejoin the original route at the col at the east base of Mt. Bigelow’s East Peak (4068
ft.). A traverse of the loop, both forks marked by white paint blazes, will, in itself, be a three-day
trip of much interest. At the close of the 1935 season, in the alternative route there remained
uncompleted a one-mile section on the south side of Round Top Mtn., just east of Me. Highway
16 at the Ledge House, and the trail over Little Bigelow Mtn.
The contribution of the Rangeley C.C.C. Camp under the direction of Camp Superintendent Ray
Viles, was the construction of new trail from the broad open summit of Saddleback Mtn. with its
Saddleback Jr. and The Horns [sic, should be “The Horn”] overlooking the broad expanse of the
Rangeley lakes, west across Me. Highway 4, past Long and Four Ponds and up Bemis Brook
Valley, and across the saddle between Old Blue and Elephant Mountains to the Andover-South
Arm Highway (Maine 5). Lean-to shelters, much needed in this little-frequented region, were
built at Piazza Rock, Sabbath Day Pond and at the head of Bemis Brook on the shoulder of
Elephant Mtn. Side trails were constructed to the extensive boulder caves and to Piazza Rock, an
enormous projecting flat slab covered with a mature tree growth; these features are on the west
slope of Saddleback. A side trail is to be constructed to the summit of Elephant Mtn. from the
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magnificent dense primeval spruce-covered saddle to the south which the Trail crosses. In all,
twenty-seven miles of new trail were constructed by the Rangeley Camp. Its marking, however,
is not completed.
In addition, at Mr. Sewall's direction, the remaining uncompleted portion of the Trail, past C
Pond and over the mountain, variously known as Baldpate, Sunday River Whitecap or
Saddleback, was definitely located by C. Granville Reed; this route was marked and blazed so
that it can be followed by an experienced woodsman.
The Bates College Outing Club, which in 1934 had made a reconnaissance of this region, has
already anticipated the completion of the through route by the construction of a blue-blazed side
trail up the precipitous spectacular slopes of C Pond Bluff; the work was directed by Professor W.
H. Sawyer, Jr. and President Harold D. Bailey of the Outing Club.
Thus there now remain, along the entire 2060-mile Trail, only two short gaps in Maine. Those
are the twenty mile sections Mt. Sugarloaf to Saddleback Mtn. and from the Andover-South Arm
Road to Grafton Notch, and the completion of the alternative Arnold Trail route. The elimination
of these gaps, as well as the improvement of the Nahmakanta Lake-East Branch Pleasant River
and Kennebec River-Blanchard sections, which were not worked over in 1935, are items for the
1936 C.C.C. activities. The removal of the C.C.C. Camps from Millinocket and Flagstaff will be
a handicap but these projects will be completed by the Rangeley and Greenville Camps.
Another improvement in the route was the installation of some 150 large, white, board direction
signs, giving distances and localities, prepared by members of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club—Dr. L. F. Schmeckebier and C. P. Thomas of Washington, D.C. and printed by Walter D.
Greene. Signs for the trail beyond Mt. Sugarloaf are now being made by the same people.
It has been interesting—and an indication of its practicability—to note the ready acceptance by
experienced local woodsmen of the use of paint blazes in marking the Trail; the term “white lines”
and “blue lines” have become a part of the local vocabulary.
For the purpose of supervising and placing on a more permanent basis the trail work in Maine,
which had previously been carried on by volunteers, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club has been
organized. The sole requirement for membership in this Club is to have rendered distinguished
service to the trail in Maine. Its President is Walter D. Greene, Sebec Lake, Maine. The
Treasurer is Mrs. Charles W. Williams, of Washington, D.C.; the Secretary, Dr. J. F. Schairer,
Carnegie Geophysical Laboratory, Washington, D.C. The Overseer of Trails is Myron H. Avery,
Lubec, Maine. The Directors of this organization are Robert G. Stubbs, Helon N. Taylor,
Professor W. H. Sawyer, Jr., S. S. Philbrick and A. H. Jackman. Honorary Vice-Presidents are
James W. Sewall, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game George J. Stobie, and the Forest
Commissioner.
Last year’s In the Maine Woods described the guidebook literature and maps, recently made
available for the central Maine wilderness. All of this material has been included in the new
second edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, recently issued by The
Appalachian Trail Conference.
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The second edition, while of the same general page size, appearance and style, contains 220
pages, three times as large as the 1933 edition. The new edition fully describes the route in both
directions so that the traveler may journey south from the northern terminus of the Trail or, if he
chooses, travel north with Katahdin as the culminating point of his journey. For the two
uncompleted twenty-mile portions of the Trail, there is a generalized description of the route,
which has been roughly blazed. The extensive side-trail systems at Katahdin, Gulf Hagas,
Potaywadjo Ridge, Joe Mary Mtn., Little Wilson Region, the alternate Arnold Trail Route and
the Mt. Bigelow Range Trail--all parts of The Appalachian Trail system—are also described in
detail in both directions. A Foreword furnishes much helpful Information as to conditions to be
experienced along the Trail; the approaches to the Trail, shorter trips, and available
accommodations are thoroughly treated. The features of the route are described in the chapter,
Along the Appalachian Trail in Maine. The Guide contains a very comprehensive chapter on
Katahdin, Maine’s outstanding mountain. A novel feature is an authoritative chapter on the
geological history of the Trail route. A summary of distances and a very useful index complete
the book.
This Guide is the first account of the Maine wilderness since the famous Guidebooks, published
over half a century ago by Lucius L. Hubbard and C. A. J. Farrar, respectively. Perhaps its
greatest value lies in the series of 7 new maps of the trail route. There are 2 large maps covering
the entire Trail and 5 smaller large-scale maps of the route. The White Cap Region and the
Barren-Chairback Range Maps are contoured and in two colors. As no accurate, recent maps
have been hitherto available for this region, this feature of the book will be of particular interest
to fishermen, hunters and others who frequent the wilderness of central Maine. The Guide may
be obtained at a cost of $1.00 (postpaid) from The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union
Trust Building, Washington, D.C.
October 30, 1935. James W. Sewall to Harold Bailey, President, Bates College Outing Club
Dear Mr. Bailey:
I have your good letter of the 29th inst. 1 think you must have worked out a very attractive and
important piece of trail.
I wrote Mr. Avery some little time ago with regard to maintenance of the trail after the C.C.C.
gets done with it, suggesting that possibly an Outing Club from each of the colleges In Maine
could take a section of the trail. From his reply apparently the Bates Outing Club is about the
only really active one along those lines. 1 wish you would talk this matter over with the other
men in your Club and let me know what you think of your Club at least taking a portion of the
trail for maintenance, probably from the New Hampshire line eastward as far as you think you
can handle it. If this got going by your group it might have some good effect on the other
colleges, if that method is decided to be used by the Appalachian Trail Conference.
[Hand-written note:] {“Mr. Avery: Possibly I am over-stepping here—Sorry if so—and won’t
repeat!”}
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October 21, 1935. Myron Avery to Charles T. Russ, Colby College Outing Club
Dear Mr. Russ:
I have been delayed in replying to your letter of October 17th by reason of my absence from
Washington. There has been sent to you, however, some publicity material which will give you
some information as to the Trail project in Maine. I think you would find it very helpful to obtain
copies of the 1933, 1934 and 1935 issues of IN THE MAINE WOODS from George M.
Houghton, General Passenger Agent of the Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, Bangor,
Maine ($.10 each). These will tell you the story of the trail work.
Up until this year, the trail work in Maine had been carried on by interested individuals, with
some financial support from the Appalachian Trail Conference, which is a federation of outing
clubs in the eastern states engaged in promoting the Appalachian Trail. Subsequently, the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club was organized. It is composed of all of the people who have helped in
the trail work.
We have had considerable contact with the Bates College Outing Club in this connection, and its
President, Mr. Harold G. Bailey, can tell you from first-hand knowledge of the Trail project. Last
year, his group scouted the uncompleted section of the trail east from Grafton Notch [sic. Not
accurate. They scouted only from the B Hill Road to Route 4.] and this fall they recently
completed a side trail to C Pond Bluff, where the C.C.C. Camps are continuing the Maine trail. If
you are in Lewiston or have any other opportunity, I think you would find it profitable to get in
touch with Mr. Bailey, to whom I am sending a copy of this letter.
Progress on the Trail this year and the C.C.C. work is described in the release which was sent to
you. There still remain some sections of the old trail to be worked over, as well as the section
between Mt. Sugarloaf and Mt. Saddleback and Maine Highway 219 to Grafton Notch, to be
completed.
We are engaged at the present time in getting out the second edition of the Guidebook to the
Trail in Maine. It will be very comprehensive and will contain a number of new maps. This will
furnish complete information on the Maine trail.
I think that if your program permits, you will find that it would be of much interest to your group
to travel some of the sections of the Trail in Maine. By reason of the C.C.C. work, this is a
particularly opportune time.
Of course. we are very anxious to increase the number of organizations and individuals
participating in the Trail work in Maine and there is ample opportunity for further groups to take
over sections of trail for maintenance or otherwise assist the project.
I trust that 1 have answered your inquiries and shall be very glad to furnish more specific
information.
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1 am hoping to have the opportunity to meet with the Bates Outing Club some time this fall, to
show the lantern slide lecture which we have on the entire Appalachian Trail, as well as some
motion picture reels on Trail Cutting.
cc Mr. Bailey
Undated 1935. The Long Brown Path by Raymond H. Torrey. [A regular column by Torrey
in the New York Post]
Improvement of the Appalachian Trail in Maine by the Civilian Conservation Corps seems to
have been guided in a manner which has not detracted from the wilderness qualities of the path,
according to a report recently made by Myron H. Avery, chairman, to the board of managers of
the Appalachian Trail Conference.
Trail Only Five Feet Wide
“To our mind," says Mr. Avery, “the Maine link, with its variety of lakes, streams and mountains,
with the benefit of the improved trail resulting from the CCC activities, will be one of the finest
in the entire system. There can be few complaints of this work. All trees and bushes are removed
to a width of about five feet; logs are cut out and bridges have been made across streams. No
work has been done on the footway, which in many sections is either old tote-road, lumber road
or woods trail.
“The result is a trail of a very high order of construction in a wilderness setting. In addition the
entire trail is being repainted. By reason of the fact that it leads through an utter wilderness, it is
of vital importance that the marking on the Maine link should be unmistakable, even should there
be a lapse in maintenance. The instructions given the CCC crews in marking have been most
carefully adhered to, and the remarking of the trail is on a plane with the clearing. The foremen
of the various trail crews are thoroughly capable, and the boys selected for this work, take very
considerable pride in it.
“In addition, lean-tos are being constructed along the trail route. Their value is obvious, a
drawback to the use of the trail in Maine being the expense of the trip, if sporting camps are
utilized throughout, as, under Maine guide laws, a nonresident who camps must employ a guide
unless he builds a fire at public camp sites, such as are now being built by the CCC.”
Penobscot Bridge Needed
Mr. Avery quotes from a letter from CCC Forester James W. Sewall, who originally
recommended to the Forest Service that the trail in Maine be adopted as a CCC project. Mr.
Sewall says the portions on which the CCC is working will be finished next summer. Mr. Sewall
refers to the problem of a wire bridge at the trail crossing of the west branch of the Penobscot,
now passable only by canoe, secured with a guide from the nearest sporting camp, five miles
distant.
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He says he has no one in his forces who has experience in making a cable suspension bridge,
and says his appropriation cannot be used for an expert, who could be obtained at a cost of about
$100 for the job. Mr. Avery had not, at the time his letter was sent, been able to find this money,
and will no doubt be glad to hear from any one who knows the necessity of some permanent
crossing of the West Branch at the best point for the route of the trail and who would be
interested in contributing to this project. Mr. Avery can be addressed at the United States
Shipping Board, Washington, D. C.
Uncompleted Maine Link
The remaining uncompleted link In Maine, Mr. Avery reports—the last section of the trail to be
finished, except the few remaining miles in the Great Smokies—has been blazed by C. Granville
Reed, under Mr. Sewall’s direction, and will be described in a new edition of the Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine, soon forthcoming.
It can now be traveled by an experienced woodsman. There is also a sixteen-mile section,
extending west from the summit of Saddleback Mountain, which has been completed by the
Rangeley CCC Camp, but is not yet connected with the trail at Sugar-loaf. Mr. Avery says that
all of next year will be required to finish the trail in Maine.
A new difficulty in maintaining paint blazes is reported by Game Warden Helon N. Taylor of
Eustis. Me., who has aided greatly in the work. Bears are eating them off, he says. He wrote Mr.
Avery: - “I find that bears are using the trail quite a lot around Cranberry Peak Pond and the
lumbered-over sections on each side. I found where the cubs had climbed many of the small
spruce and fir that I had painted blazes on and had chewed the blazes off the trees above and
below. They must like our shade of blue.”
October 31, 1935. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
Thank you for your letter of October 21st. Under the circumstances, I presume that you will
return the manuscript and the photographs to me in the very near future.
1 trust that the Commission will fully appreciate the very extensive expenditure of Federal funds
in the C.C.C. activities on the Trail and the necessity for further publicizing this work for which
the Guidebook is indispensible. I will send a draft of an announcement which we propose to
send out if we are able to get the necessary financial help for the publication of the Guide; this
will indicate to you its scope.
We sent last year letters to the Commission, advising of the direct financial return already
accruing to the State from the Trail. If this point is not established, please afford us an
opportunity to resubmit the data.
cc: Flynt, Greene
October 31, 1935. Myron Avery to J. T. Boynton, American Post Card Company
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Dear Mr. Boynton:
Mr. Philbrick has referred to us your letter of October 11th, with respect to the photograph of Joe
Mary Mountain, since the photograph in question belongs to the Appalachian Trail Conference.
Incidentally, the Conference has a number of very fine views of Maine scenery along the route of
the Appalachian Trail. We would like to know what arrangements you make with respect to the
purchasing of these photographs, as if you are interested in the Joe Mary photograph, we have a
very considerable number which should of use to you.
October 31, 1935. Myron Avery to Wilfred Hennessey, Bangor Chamber of Commerce
Dear Mr. Hennessey:
In keeping with our usual custom, I am sending you material for the 1936 issue of IN THE
MAINE WOODS. You will recall that last year you used three of our articles.
The material which I am sending this year consists of three short articles. Two are stories which I
think you will find particularly satisfactory. They are written from an impressionist point of view,
rather than the factual and geographical basis of our other stories. The third article will keep
readers informed as to the Trail developments in Maine and continues, in that way, the articles of
last year.
I am enclosing an extensive set of photographs and a map of the Gulf Hagas section, which will
make a one-page cut.
You will recall that last year, by reason of press of circumstances, no page proof was sent to us.
As was to be expected, there were, of course, a number of errors which could have been caught
by our proof-reading, and I strongly hope that this year you will not overlook sending the proof
to us.
Will you be good enough to let me hear from you in this connection?
As is customary, I am enclosing a list of people to receive copies of the 1936 issue.
cc Mr. Houghton, Mr. Greene
November 1, 1935. SUPPLEMENT (FIRST) TO LIST ME. GUIDEBOOK OR MAP
PURCHASERS. (TO RECEIVE NOTICE OF SECOND EDITION)
G.W. Johnstone, 192 Webster Avenue, Bangor, Maine.
Dr. Morgan Cutts, 1916 McElderry St., Baltimore, Md.
Robert L. Blanchard, N.Y. Athletic Club, 160 Central Park S, New York City.
Terris Moore, 86 Buckingham St., Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Johnson Shipman, 143 Franklin Ave., Flushing, N.Y.
E. M. Davis, 803 State Street, Madison, Wisconsin.
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Mrs. W. T. Hilles, Bayside, Ellsworth, Maine.
Samuel Steuart, Jr., 2074 Ryer Avenue, New York City.
Guilford R. Courdes, 125 Henry St., Brooklyn, N.Y.
H. P. White & Company, Farmington, Maine.
Ralph F. Tenney, 79 Peterson Place, Lynbrook, N.Y.
F. G. Thompson, Milo, Maine.
A. N. Williams, Stratton, Maine.
Thomas L. Maynard, 21 Rumford Avenue, Rumford, Maine.
C. N. Ayres, Box 32, Saugus, Massachusetts.
Joseph M. Tatem, Deerfoot, Onawa, Maine.
Sidney Davidson. Care of Carter Ledyard & Milburn, 2 Wall St.. New York City.
J. K. Folsom, Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
Howard Carlson, 35 Wall St., New York City.
Chauncy L. Brown, Lincoln, Maine.
Harrie B. Coe, Mgr., Maine Publicity Bureau, Portland, Maine.
J. H. Brackett, 2630 Webster St., Berkeley, California.
Alfred C. Nickols, Jr., Owasippe Scout Camp, Michigan.
Osborne 0. Heard, 3940 Lowndes Avenue, Baltimore, Md.
F. B. Clapp, Box 199, Duxbury, Mass.
Wm. E. Masten, Passaic, N.J.
Donald Williams, Canton, Maine.
Robert S. Monahan, U.S. Forest Service, Woodsville, N. H.
I. P. Gammon. Jr., 1521 Beacon St., Brookline, Mass.
W. T. Barry, Lee, Massachusetts.
J. T. Johnston, Henry W.T. Mali & Co., 257 4th Avenue, New York City.
James M. Robbins, Newark, N.J.
J. K. Folsom, 384 Spring St., Portland, Maine.
Mary Barbara Dee, Jamaica Plains, Massachusetts.
George R. Green, Pennsylvania State College
George R. Quimby, Rangeley, Maine.
Robert W. Moore, Box 28-A, R.D. 1, Pasadena, California.
James W. Sewall. Old Town, Maine.
Miss Mary Jo Kempt, American Civic Assn., Union Trust Bldg., Washington, D. C.
Francis P. Farquhar, 2728 Union St., San Francisco, Calif.
Mr. George R. Learned, Andover, Maine.
M. H. Avery, U.S.S.B. Merchant Fleet Corp., Washington, D. C.
Perceval Sayward, Monadnock St., Dorchester, Mass.
W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Dept, of Botany, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
R. H. Crawford, Togue pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Oliver Cobb, Katahdin Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
J. L. Macdonald, White House Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Joe Boudreau, Third West Branch Pond, Kokadjo, Maine.
J. B. Dodge, A.M.C. Pinkham Notch Camps, Gorham, N. H.
Arthur M. Fogg, Pres. Eastern States Mountain Club, 63 Pleasant Ave., Portland, Maine.
A. H. Jackman, Northwestern Mutual Ins. Co., Investment Bldg., Washington, D. C.
J. F. Schairer, Carnegie Geophysical Laboratory, Washington, D. C.
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McLeod and Call, Little Lyford Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Sherman’s Camps, Big Lyford Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
E. M. Hamlin, American Thread Co., Milo, Maine.
Louis Wessel, Arnold Trail Inn, Stratton, Maine.
Harry W. Davis, Fire Warden, Monson, Maine.
Earle York, York's Twin Pine Camps, Greenville, Maine.
Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
W. L. Arnold, Big Huston Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine.
Chadwick's Camps, West Branch Ponds, Kokadjo, Maine.
J. C. Maher, Trout Brook Farm, Shin Pond, Maine.
Leon E. Potter, The Antlers Camps, Joe Mary Lake, Millinocket, Maine.
Mrs. Robert McDougall, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross, Maine.
Ralph York, Long Pond Camps, Milo, Maine.
Clifford's Rainbow Lake Camps, Greenville, Maine.
G. J. Stobie, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries & Game, Augusta, Maine.
Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, Wilson St., Brewer, Maine.
Neil L. Violette, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.
R. H. Torrey, 99-28 193d St., Hollis, Queens, Long Island, N. Y.
Walter D. Greene, 3823 212th St., Bayside, Long Island, N. Y.
S. S. Philbrick, 5130 Sherman Ave., Evanston, Ill.
Edgar L. Heermance, Conn. Forest & Park Assn., 215 Church St., New Haven, Conn.
Will Dore, Long Pond Camps, Monson, Maine.
E. B. Draper, 126 State St., Boston, Mass.
Ned K. Anderson, Brae Burn Farm, Sherman, P. 0., Gaylordsvllle, Conn.
W. R. Williamson, The Travelers Insurance Co., Hartford, Conn.
Appalachian Mountain Club, (The Library), 5 Joy Street, Boston, Mass. (2 copies.)
The Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. (2 copies.)
Ronald L. Gower., 155 Oakleigh Road, Newton, Mass.
Charles H. Warner, Fall River, Mass.
Herbert Blackwell, Watchman, Mt. Bigelow, Stratton, Maine.
Robert O. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Augusta, Maine.
Herbert Martin, Patrolman, Maine Forest Service, Caratunk, Maine.
Ralph Sterling, Caratunk, Maine.
J. M. Harris, Troutdale Cabins, P. 0. The Forks, Maine.
Helon N. Taylor, Game Warden, Eustis, Maine.
Frank E. Phillips, Kingfield, Maine.
Harris B. Coe, Sec’y., Maine Development Commission, Longfellow Square, Portland, Maine.
Perceval P. Baxter, 191 Pine St., Portland, Maine.
Prentiss & Carlisle, Inc., Merrill Trust Bldg., Bangor, Maine.
LeRoy Dudley, Stacyville, Maine.
Bradeen's Kidney Pond Camps, Greenville, Maine.
The Library, Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine.
The Library, University of Maine, Orono, Maine.
The Library, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
K. S. Boardman, Securities & Exchange Commission, Washington, D. C.
H. G. Avery, North Lubec, Maine. (2 copies.)
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A. C. Comey, Abbott Building, Harvard Square, Cambridge, Mass.
Mary Dorsey, 410 West 20th St., Wilmington, Delaware.
Ruth Hardy, 35 Garden Place, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Orville W. Crowder, 4137 Vermont Ave., Baltimore, Maryland.
Ernest A. Dench, Hohokus. N. J.
Roy H. Flynt, Augusta, Maine
Robert P. Hazzard, Gardiner, Maine.
Tobias L. Roberts, Bar Harbor, Maine.
John Clark Scates. President, Westbrook and Co., Westbrook, Maine
Harold Schnurle, Cape Elizabeth, Maine.
Arthur G. Staples, Lewiston, Maine,
Herbert L. Swett, Skowhegan, Maine.
Frank P. Washburn, Augusta, Maine,
George J. Wentworth, Kennebunkport, Maine.
{See Me. A.T. CCC Camps for additional names.}
November 1, 1935.
LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
{Copy Greene, Kempt, Schairer (revised copy) 11/1/35; 2/29/36, Page 2 revised to include new
members.}
Name
Avery, Myron H. (Overseer of
Trails)
Baxter, Percival P.
Blackwell, Herbert
Boardman, K. S.
Coe, Harrie B.
Comey, Arthur C.
Conger, Harold B.
Davis, Harry W.
Davis, Lyman
Dorsey, Mary
Eckstorm, Mrs. Fannie Hardy
Flynt, Roy H. (Publicity
Director
Gower, Ronald L.
Greene, Walter D. (President)
Gruhm, George (Honorary
Vice President)

Address
United States Shipping Board
Merchant Fleet Corporation,
Washington, D.C.
191 Pine Street
Watchman, Mt. Bigelow
Securities & Exchange Com.
Maine Publicity Bureau
Abbott Building, Harvard
Square
1447 Chapin Street, N.W.
401-A West 20th Street
Wilson Street
155 Oakleigh Road
3823—212th St., Bayside, L.I.
New York

City
Lubec, Maine
Portland, Maine
Stratton, Maine
Washington, D.C.
Portland, Maine
Cambridge, Mass.
Washington, D.C.
Monson, Maine
Monson, Maine
Brewer, Maine
Brewer. Maine
Augusta, Maine
Newton, Mass.
Sebec Lake, Maine
Augusta, Maine
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Jackman, A.H. (Director)
Lord, Elwood
Martin, Herbert
Park, Marion
Philbrick, Shailer S. (Director)
Phillips, Frank E.
Robb, Vivian
Sawyer, Prof. W.H. (Director)
Schairer, J.F. (Secretary)
Schmeckebier, L.F.
Sewall, James W. (Honorary
Vice-President)
Smart, C. Lloyd
Stephenson, Jean
Sterling, Ralph
Stobie, George J. (Honorary
Vice-President)
Seavey, Waldo N. (Honorary
Vice-President)
Stubbs, Robt. G. (Director)
Taylor, Helon N. (Director)
Taylor, Mark
Thomas, Charles P.
Warner, Charles F.
Williams, Mrs. Chas. W.
(Treasurer)
Wing, Viles [Error in original]
Winter, Earland S.
Hutchins, Fred L.
Heard, Osborne 0.
Bailey, Harold G.

2805 Que Street, N.W.
5814 Sixth Street, N.W.
2130 Sherman Ave.
1770 Kilbourne Place, N.W.
Bates College
2801 Upton St., N.W.
1444 Belmont St., N.W.

The Conard, 13th and I. St.
N.W.
Commissioner of Inland
Fisheries and Game
Forest Commissioner
Forest Supervisor
Game Warden
1705 Newton St., N. E.
804 Bonifant St.
901 Union Trust Bldg.
Chief Fire Warden
(Game Warden)
3940 Lowndes Avenue,
President, Bates College
Outing Club

Washington, D.C.
Monson, Maine
Caratunk, Maine
Washington, D.C.
Evanston, Illinois
Kingfield, Maine
Washington, D.C.
Lewiston , Maine .
Washington, D.C.
Washington, D.C.
Old Town, Maine.
Stratton, Maine.
Washington, D.C.
Caratunk, Maine.
Augusta, Maine.
Augusta, Maine.
Augusta, Maine
Eustis, Maine.
Washington, D. C.
Silver Spring, Md.
Fall River, Mass.
Washington, D. C.
Flagstaff, Maine
Kingfield, Maine
Stratton, Maine
Baltimore, Md.
Lewiston, Maine

November 1, 1935. MAILING LIST FOR RELEASES ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE. (See also Maine Planning board List of Newspapers, corrected to November 1, 1935.)
Portland Sunday Telegram
Portland Evening Express
Portland Evening News
Lewiston Journal
Waterville Morning Sentinel
Kennebec Journal
Bangor Daily News
Bangor Daily Commercial

Portland, Maine
Portland, Maine
Portland, Maine
Lewiston, Maine
Waterville, Maine
Augusta, Maine
Bangor, Maine
Bangor, Maine
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Biddeford Journal
Bath Daily Times
Houlton Times
The Courier-Gazette
Boothbay Register
Franklin Journal and Farmington Chronicle
The Star Herald
The Independent Reporter
Eastport Sentinel
The Old York Transcript
Ellsworth American
Bridgton News
Calais Advertiser
Oxford County Citizen
Fort Fairfield Review
Camden Herald
Millinocket Advertiser
The Piscataquis Observer
Guildford Register
The Lubec Herald
Kenneth Berry, Portland Press Herald

Biddeford, Maine
Bath, Maine
Houlton, Maine
Rockland, Maine
Boothbay Harbor, Maine
Farmington, Maine
Presque Isle, Maine
Skowhegan, Maine
Eastport, Maine
York Village, Maine
Ellsworth, Maine
Bridgton, Maine
Calais, Maine
Bethel, Maine
Fort Fairfield, Maine
Camden, Maine
Millinocket, Maine
Dover-Foxcroft, Maine
Guildford, Maine
Lubec, Maine
Portland, Maine

*****
R. H. Torrey, 99-28 193 St., Hollis,
E. A. Dench
Robert G. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor
Harrie B. Coe, Maine Publicity Bureau
Helon N. Taylor
Walter D. Greene (2 copies), 3823-212th St.
Roy H. Flynt
F. F. Schuetz, 50 Church Street
Ronald L. Gower, 155 Oakleigh Road
James W. Sewall (6 copies)
Professor W. H. Sawyer, Bates College
Ruth Gillette Hardy, 35 Garden Place
Edgar L. Heermance, Connecticut Forest & Park Assn.
H. G. Avery

Queens, Long Island, N.Y.
Hohokus, New Jersey
August, Maine
Portland, Maine
Eustis, Maine
Bayside, Long Island, N.Y.
Augusta, Maine
New York, N.Y.
New York, N.Y.
Old Town, Maine
Lewiston, Maine
Brooklyn, N.Y.
215 Church St., New Haven, Ct.
North Lubec, Maine

rd

MAINE DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Governor Louis J. Brann
Augusta, Maine
Robert P. Hazzard
Gardiner, Maine
Tobias L. Roberts
Bar Harbor, Maine
John Clark Scates, President, Westbrook Trust Co.
Westbrook, Maine
Harold F. Schnurle
Cape Elizabeth, Maine
Arthur J. Stobie, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries & Game
Augusta, Maine
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Herbert L. Swett
Frank P. Washburn, Commissioner of Agriculture
George J. Wentworth
Everett Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine Dev. Comm.
Owen Harding, President, Maine Guides Assn.

Skowhegan, Maine
Augusta, Maine
Kennebunkport, Maine
Augusta, Maine
Bangor, Maine

MAINE STATE PARK COMMISSION
Austin W. Keating
Belfast, Maine
Raymond Rendall (Secretary)
Alfred, Maine
Fred A. Gilbert
Hampden, Maine
Forest Commissioner (Acting) George H. Gruhn
Augusta, Maine
Inland Fisheries & Game Commissioner, Geo. Stobie
Augusta, Maine
November 4, 1935. Ray Viles, Chief Foreman, Rangeley CCC Camp, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I wish to inform you that I have taken my crew off the Trail for the winter.
The Trail is completed to a point about five (5) miles from the so-called South Arm Road.
In regard to you coming here this fall, if you could inform me about a week before you intend to
start for Maine, it would give me time to notify you if the conditions were so as to make the
traveling bad, which I would be very glad to do.
November 5, 1935. Alfred Mullikin, Associate Consultant, Maine State Planning Board, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I want to thank you for your kind letter of September 24 offering constructive criticism of our
"Principal Mountains of Maine" map.
We have made a careful examination of the names of mountains mentioned in your letter and
also the trail to Jo Mary Mountain. The reasons why these were omitted were because no
accurate location could be made in some instances; no official heights established, or that they
were too low to be classed as principal mountains. Mt, Coe, (#291) and O-J-I, (#301) were
omitted due to lack of space.
Matagamon Mountain is known to the Forestry Department as Horse Mountain. The latter name
was used on the map (#294). Center Mountain was already on the original map (#55). The
mountains which have been added are those shown on the legend from #287 to #306 inclusive
and are as follows:
287 Bald

297 Indian
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288 Bill Fish
289 Black Brook
290 Burnt
291 Coe
292 Daicey
293 Fourth
294 Horse
295 Houston
296 Hunt

298 Lord
299 Lumksoos
300 Number 4
301 O-J-I
302 Roaring Brook
303 South branch
304 Third
305 Trout Brook
306 Whetstone

Professor Comey suggested {Aug. 21, 1935} that we send you the map 5-B-67, "Principal
Mountains of Maine" at his expense. We did not realize that you were so well informed on their
location, but want to thank you for your kind assistance in helping us to make the map more
useful. Our funds are so limited that we are not able to send copies of maps to interested people
at this time.
{Avery note: Map is in map folder Maine 2B.}
November 5, 1935. Everett Greaton to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am returning your manuscript together with the photos. I am very sorry that the Commission
was unable to publish this booklet. Perhaps another year we can so arrange our funds to be of a
little more assistance to the Appalachian Trail System.
We are all aware of the very fine work the club is doing in Maine.
November 6, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
1 am very much obliged to you for sending me your letter of October 30th addressed to Mr.
Bailey, President of the Bates Outing Club. More power to you in getting groups in Maine
interested in maintaining the Trail. The more that we can do along this line, the better.
With two cases up for trial at Boston, 1 am quite sure that I will have the chance to get to
Lewiston and I rather think that Professor Sawyer has been holding the matter of the
maintenance assignment in abeyance until we could show the slides and arouse more interest in
the club. I have to be in Boston on November 8th, but on account of the football games,
obviously there will be no opportunity to do anything at that time, so I have written Ray Viles
that, unless there is snow on the ground or other conditions prevent, I will be at Farmington
Saturday morning and will use the week-end to go over that section of the Trail. The Rangeley
Camp is the fartherest away and I am particularly anxious to see what it has accomplished, as
well as to measure the trail and obtain the data here.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

310

Incidentally, I had an inquiry from the President of the Colby Outing Club. We may well be able,
during the coming year, to arouse interest in these college groups, although, as you are aware,
outing clubs, without some permanent contact--such as the Bates Club has--are very uncertain
maintenance sponsors.
The withdrawal of the Millinocket and Flagstaff Camps will be a very considerable handicap to
us next year. As I look over the trail situation, I see the following links which have to be
completed:
Mt. Sugarloaf to Mt. Saddleback. (The five miles from Bigelow Village to Mt. Sugarloaf are
now marked but were not worked over by the C.C.C. this summer.)
Andover-South Arm road to Grafton Notch. (The section between Sugarloaf and Saddleback is
going to involve a very considerable amount of hard labor and is somewhat inaccessible. The
only way that I see to handle this will be to get a detail from the Rangeley Camp.
There still remain the following sections of existing trail to be worked over:
Kennebec River to Blanchard. The section on Moxle Bald Mountain, east side, requires a great
deal of labor. Conditions on the west side of Moxie Bald, due to the fire, are extremely bad. The
growth of raspberry bushes and grass along the old road, following the Moxie fire, make it the
worst spot on the entire route. I do not see, however, how it is going to be possible to make any
relocation, even adopting Mr. Gower's suggestion of using the "islands” of green timber. These
are so few that their use would involve a material change of route, as well as the loss of a worn
footway (the old road). I really don't see how we can improve this section, but, of course, I have
made only one trip over it and a trail foreman might find some other way of handling the
problem, such as coming directly west to the Narrows on Moxie Pond from where the trail
reaches Moxie Bald from the east and making a side trail out of the half mile along the ridge to
the lookout tower. The other section is from Nahmakanta Lake to Third West Branch Pond. If
Mr. MacNeil was able to reach the East Branch of Pleasant Rivet this fall, instead of stopping at
Third West Branch Pond, he cleared the worst of this section, but the remainder should be gone
over. Therefore, it would apparently require either two crews from the Greenville Camp next
summer or one crew to work those two sections.
I am fully in agreement with the opinions expressed in your letter to me of October 28th. It is
very difficult to understand why we cannot arouse more enthusiasm in the Maine Development
Commission, since we have been so successful with other agencies. I am enclosing a copy of a
letter which I have written to Mr. Greaton, the Executive Secretary of the Commission. The
reason for my adopting this mode of presentation of the problem will be obvious. Our other
efforts have been unproductive and this approach cannot be any less effective. The key people
seem to be the Governor, Mr. Schnurle, The Commissioner of Inland Fisheries & Game, and Mr.
Greaton as the working member of the Commission.
Perhaps in time we may make progress along this line; at any rate, it is well for all of us to know
the situation.
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I am sending a copy of this letter to Greene, Taylor, Mr. Flynt, and to Mr. Heermance, of the
New England Trail Conference, as they all will be thinking of our problems in this connection.
cc: Greene, Taylor, Flynt, Heermance
November 6, 1935. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
Can you give me the address of Mr. Robert Maxcy, the photographer who was to take some
pictures for either the Development Commission or the Publicity Bureau last summer?
{18 Glenwood Avenue, Portland, Maine}
November 6, 1935. Myron Avery to H. S. MacNeil
Dear Mac:
I presume that you received my letters and the literature which you asked be forwarded. I did not
get any reply from the people you wished me to see in Washington, and, in the interval, I have
mislaid their address. I am sorry as I would have liked to have done this for you.
We have received the completed reports from the Flagstaff and Millinocket Camps. I am
enclosing the last, which may be of interest to you. We will be getting out the second edition of
the Maine Guidebook very soon and you will have a copy around the first of the year. I want to
put on this map the new road which is being built past the Wilson Ponds. Would you put on the
location of the completed road and indicate where it is expected that it will go?
There are two questions I wish you would let me hear from you about. Was the relocation over
Whitecap made and the old trail markers destroyed? The same query applies to the relocation
between Boudreau’s and Guy's Camps. I need to know so that I can have the guidebook correct
on this point.
I saw Walter in New York last week. He was starting south on a month's trip and none too
pleased with the prospect.
November 6, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert Maxcy
Dear Mr. Maxcy:
You will recall our meeting at Augusta last summer and that I was to send you a copy of our
Whitecap map for use on your expected trip into the Gulf of Pleasant River. I duly sent this to
you, but 1 found, just a little while ago, that it had been returned for lack of a correct address. I
am sending this letter in the same fashion, but as it is first-class mail, you may receive it.
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Will you let us hear from you and tell us whether or not you made your trip and if you procured
any photographs this summer?
cc: Flynt, Greene
November 6, 1935. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
1 duly received the Millinocket booklets and I presume that I have you to thank for forwarding
them. I have read them with much interest. It is a very commendable job and we appreciate the
publicity given the Trail. 1 am checking the road distances with the data which we have for the
second edition of the Guidebook.
I am enclosing a copy of a letter from Mr. Brown with respect to the C.C.C. work from Katahdin
south, which may interest you.
We wish very much that we could get out an illustrated booklet on the Trail in Maine. I have sent
you a copy of a letter to Mr. Greaton, indicating that the Maine Development Commission will
do nothing along this line. I had thought of submitting the same material to the Bangor &
Aroostook Railroad, since it, at one time, published a booklet on Katahdin. It occurred to me that
this project might be one which the Maine Appalachian Trail Club could carry through for the
sake of the resulting benefits. If I sent you the manuscript and the pictures, would you be in a
position to give us a rough quotation as to the cost of putting out such a booklet?
The Maine Development Commission seems to be our eternal stumbling block. I am enclosing a
letter which I have written to Mr. Greaton. I hope that I have not erred in expressing myself as I
have, but it may produce better results. We have certainly nothing to lose which we have gained
in the past.
We are looking forward with much interest to the letterhead of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club. Shortly, we will take up with you the matter of the substance of a newspaper release for the
second edition of the Maine Guidebook.
cc Greene
November 6, 1935. EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM J. L. MACDONALD, WHITE
HOUSE CAMPS, PEMADUMCOOK LAKE—November 6, 1935
"Was up the road the other day and saw the C.C.C. outfit got within l/2 mile of the Mahar
Campground, and made quite an improvement on the trail before being called off. I was under
the impression that they were taking them off because the State Forestry Dept. was pulling out
their boat early and they were dependent on it for transportation. I suggested if such was the case
that I’d gladly have used my boat and bateau and transported them for nothing a couple of trips
but they told me they were being disbanded and transferred to Ellsworth. It is too bad as I'd have
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liked to been able to help and see the trail cut through to Potter’s. Up to where they had left off
the work done was good and they built a leanto on Rainbow and one at Nahmakanta lake.
"I am going to start in on the trail from the Mahar Campground down and trim it out good and
wide as has been done above. I appreciate both the business and also the nice class of people
traveling the Trail to do all I can to make it good on this end.”
cc: Sewall, Greene, MacNeil
November 6, 1935. Myron Avery to Raymond Savage, Flagstaff CCC Camp
Dear Mr. Savage:
I found your letter on my return to Washington and I am much obliged to you for writing me and
furnishing a summary of the work done by the Flagstaff Camp. This will be very helpful.
I have learned, to my regret, that the Flagstaff Camp is to be discontinued and I suppose that,
when you wrote me, your season's work had been finished and that there will be nothing more
done by this camp. I am hoping that, next year, we can arrange to have a detail from some other
camp complete the alternate route over Little Bigelow Mtn. and work on the main trail from
Bigelow Village to Saddleback, which is, in itself, quite a considerable job.
I presume that the shelter at The Horns Pond, which was discussed, was not built. Am I correct
in this?
Will you give me the names of the two foremen of the trail groups from the Flagstaff Camp, this
summer? I should also like to know how much of the alternate Arnold route has been painted
white and what remains blue and has not been painted over.
I expect Mr. Taylor will have an opportunity to measure what has been finished on the Arnold
Trail in the very near future, and we shall issue the second edition of the Maine Guidebook then.
I wish you would let me have your permanent address so that we can send you a copy when it
appears.
I hope, if weather conditions do not prevent, to have a chance to see the completed trail near
Rangeley this week-end.
cc: Mr. Taylor
November 7, 1935. Osborne Heard, Supervisor of Trails, Mountain Club of Maryland, to
Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
Yesterday I mailed you my photographic record of our vacation in Maine and New Hampshire.
This is my working record. Indicate on the sheets what you want copied and I’ll c/o them in my
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spare moments. I have the equipment at home. I’ll copy them at cost. I can make lantern slides
of a sort. Prefer keeping my miniature negatives here as they are delicate little things that won’t
admit of rough handling.
Before sending the copies of Katahdin by infra red light I would like to re-touch a bit and copy
the print. Are you in a great hurry?
Some of the miniature negatives can be jumped up to 11 x 14 for exhibition as they are all
developed for fine grain. Let me know your wishes.
November 10, 1935. Raymond Savage, Flagstaff, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Am sorry to say that the Flagstaff Camp has closed. Men stopped work on projects Oct. 20th so I
didn’t have time to finish the Trail over Little Bigelow. There is about one mile from Ledge
House to West Carry that isn’t finished on the North side of Round Top. We did not have time
to build shelter at Horn’s Pond.
There is about 3 mi. painted blue from Pierce Pond over Bates Ridge. The rest of it is panted
white. The names of two foremen that had charge of Trail work this summer are Edwin J. Wahl,
Flagstaff, Me. and William Smith of Skowhegan, Me.
I presume the Rangeley CCC camp will continue Trail project in this section next year.
I am in great favor of seeing this trail project put through. It is a great piece of work to be proud
of for the country. First for recreational purposes. Then it makes a great fire line over a range of
mountains that is hard to reach in case of fire.
My permanent address is Stratton, Maine.
November 11, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
I am enclosing a copy of report from the Millinocket Camp, which may be of interest to you.
I have compiled a list of the lean-tos built by the C.C.C. on the trail route. You will see that 7 in
all have been built. I presume that you will list those in the next edition of the folder on
Campsites, which you compiled, and I am wondering if anything further in the way of having
signs put up at these campsites is required to make the lean-tos public campsites within the
exception of the Guide's law. In fact, 1 am wondering just what the required procedure is.
I was very pleased to learn from Mr. Flynt that Mr. Gruhn will probably be the next Forest
Commissioner. We all hope that things will remain as they have been, to further emphasize that
the Forestry Department is free from political control.
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November 11, 1935. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
Last week I checked the Millinocket booklet with the data which we have for the Maine Guide.
We have obtained our Katahdin road measurements from various sources. One of our members
measured from Millinocket to the road to York's last year. Other than that, I have no knowledge
of where the data came from.
I don't know how much of the compiling of the distances you may have done. I thought, however,
you might be interested too in noting the differences between the publications. I am enclosing
one of your folders on which I have indicated the differences. We may have an opportunity to
check some of these measurements in the near future.
I shall be glad to have your comments in this connection.
November 11, 1935. Myron Avery to Frank L. Brown, Superintendent, Millinocket C.C.C.
Camp
Dear Mr. Brown:
I have learned with a great deal of regret that the Millinocket Camp is to be discontinued. This is
particularly unfortunate as there is much useful work which it could accomplish.
Mr. Sewall has sent to me a copy of your summary of the trail work. We were very pleased to
note that 3 new lean-tos have been built. Was the one on the West Branch constructed at the time
of our trip along this section before Labor Day? If so, we did not see it. How far from the Trail is
the lean-to on the West Branch, and is the lean-to at Rainbow Lake Dam at the same locality as
the C.C.C. Camp there? You will appreciate that we have to have exact information to describe
the location of those structures in the Guidebook.
I would like to put these lean-tos on our map. Will you kindly mark in exactly where they are
and make any other corrections on the map which occur to you?
We are putting the Guidebook in final form, it would help very much if you could return this to
me within the next ten days.
November 11, 1935. Myron Avery to Map Department, Standard Oil Co. of New York
Gentlemen:
We are very pleased to note on your 1935 road map of New England that you have plotted the
route of the Appalachian Trail. There have been some changes in the route, particularly west of
the Kennebec River and an extension of the Trail south from Mt. Bigelow (which incidentally is
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4150 feet in height). There are a number of mountains south of Mt. Bigelow which the Trail
traverses, such as Sugarloaf (4,257 ft.), which might well be shown on the map.
We presume that you would like to show the Appalachian Trail route, which extends from Maine
to Georgia, on other maps. If you will indicate to whom they should be sent, we will be very glad
to forward copies of Guidebooks which will enable you to determine the trail route or we can
plot the trail on such maps as you may care to forward. Perhaps the best arrangement would be to
do both.
November 11, 1935. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton
Dear Mr. Greaton:
In my letter of October 31st, I indicated that I would send you a copy of the proposed
announcement of our second edition of the Maine Guidebook (if and when published), so that
you could know its scope. This is enclosed. I have in mind, of course, the proposed purchase of
100 copies by the Maine Development Commission. This is a vital issue as it means the
difference between our being able to issue this publication or its not being available. Without a
Guidebook, the Trail is of little use.
Last week, at New York City, I saw Mr. Walter D. Greene, President of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club, and he showed to me your very interesting recent letter to him, in which you
expressed not only your own interest but that of the Maine Development Commission in
furthering the recreational use of Maine's mountains, particularly the development of hiking
trails and mountain climbing. I noticed with interest that you said that you were working on a
project of this nature and were also writing a booklet on hiking. Your letter to Mr. Greene stated
that you were on Sugarloaf Mountain this fall. You perhaps noticed that this was a part of the
Appalachian Trail and that there was no trail here--the second highest mountain in Maine--prior
to 1933, when it was cut solely as a part of the Appalachian Trail and for that specific purpose.
Those of us, who have been responsible for developing the Trail project in Maine, naturally are
most interested in having the project rest upon a permanent basis with as much official State
sanction as possible. You are undoubtedly aware of the booklets on the Long Trail in Vermont,
which have been issued by that State as a part of its publicity literature. Starting from a
shoestring, the Trail project in Maine has grown tremendously. The value of the C.C.C. work on
the Trail this summer--a contribution by the Federal Government--to the State's recreational
resources, is almost beyond measure, and the Federal Government, in return, might well expect
the State to take measures to publicize and provide for the permanent existence of its
contribution. I am writing to you, very frankly, of my reaction to and impression of the situation
and the feeling of bewilderment on the part of myself and associates at our seeming inability to
interest the Development Commission in the project. I hope that it will be appreciated that my
only purpose is the advancement of the project.
Were there a lack of interest by the Commission in the hiking possibilities in Maine, the
explanation would be readily apparent, but your letter to Mr. Greene indicates that the
Commission is actively working on an independent project. We have obtained such hearty
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support and indorsement from other quarters that we feel that we must be at fault in some way in
our mode of presentation of the problems and requirements of the project to the Development
Commission. We wish you would frankly state to us wherein we have failed. To publicize this
Trail we submitted to the Development Commission, gratis, what we considered a very excellent
illustrated manuscript for a booklet on the Trail. The response was a brief word from the
Commission that the publication would not be used. This is not particularly encouraging, as
some explanation could have been made of the situation. The result leaves us with the feeling
that we will receive no greater support in our efforts to issue the much-needed Guidebook.
We now have in Maine a trail system which is practically incomparable. It is perfectly marked
and maintained, with adequate guidebooks, maps and literature. It has a system of public
accommodations, and a chain of lean-tos, for camping, is being rapidly established. Seven were
built this year by the C.C.C. It would seem the part of wisdom to concentrate on strengthening
and providing for future maintenance of this system, rather than working out independent
projects, such as your letter to Mr. Greene suggests. Of course, there are many interesting
mountains outside of the Trail route but these suffer the handicap of not having the marked trail
system, maps, etc. of the peaks along the Appalachian Trail. Rather than go too far afield, it
would seem most efficient to concentrate, for the present at least, upon the one established
project. Publicity and greater use of this Trail is required and the dissipation of energy over many
projects would result in all of them receiving so little attention or maintenance that they would
eventually collapse.
I wish it were possible for you and some of the members of the Development Commission to
travel this trail for several days, south from Katahdin. I am sure that you would appreciate then
that the support of the Maine Development Commission, as far as hiking and mountain climbing
are concerned, could be most effectively concentrated upon this unparalleled trail system. We
have furnished data to show revenue already brought into the State by reason of the Trail; as an
example, the party of 14 which I brought from Washington this summer, spent $1,000. Our
efforts to obtain recognition and support from the Development Commission have so far all been
fruitless and discouraging. All must recognize the real value of this contribution to the State and
the importance of the active support of the Development Commission. I have written to you
frankly, hoping that you may be disposed to study the matter and help us by pointing out the
factors - if any - which have induced the Commission to withhold its support.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Schnurle.
cc: Greene, Flynt, Sewall, Schnurle
November 13, 1935. Myron Avery to The Maine Highway Commission
Gentlemen:
Can you send to me at the address given below half a dozen unfolded copies of the latest
highway map of Maine? We wish to use them for plotting the route of the Appalachian Trail.
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Your office may recall our earlier correspondence and your promise to plot the route of the
Appalachian Trail on the next edition of the Maine map. When is one contemplated? I suggest
you return to me the map I originally sent you for this purpose, so I may bring it up to date.
We hope very much that this matter of plotting the Trail route will not be overlooked when the
next edition appears. You may have noticed that the Standard Oil Company has plotted the Trail
route in Maine on its Socony Map of New England.
November 13, 1935. H. S. MacNeil to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I sincerely hope that you will excuse me for not writing to you before, I have been pretty busy all
Fall and just arrived home from Seboomook where I tore down two Ex. C.C.C. Camps and
removed them to Greenville.
When I last saw Walter I thought that we were all done on the trail for this year but on arriving in
Greenville and talking with Mr. Stacy, he and I went up to Joe Boudreau’s camps and decided to
go in there and do what work we could from there, which we did. The following work was done
by the Greenville camp this year.
Blanchard to Monson with the exception of about one day’s work.
Monson to the Hermitage. Completed
Joe Boudreau’s to where Blue Line leaves main trail to Lookout Tower and Blue line to
Tower also Blue Line to Chadwick's
Joe Boudreau's to logging camp recently built west of the East Branch of Pleasant River
(About 5 miles) This took in the new relocation between Boudreau's Camps and
Guy's Camps. The relocation over Whitecap was not made nor the markers
removed.
The plans are to go back next Summer to the Hermitage and probably build bridge across the
West Branch and finish that Section first, then start where we left off and continue West until we
get to where the Millinocket crew left off and then go East from Blanchard. This is as
Mr. Stacy and I have talked. Of course there is nothing certain about this as this Camp is apt to
close any time. I sincerely hope not and I hope that you will do all you can to help keep the
Greenville camp going. I think it would be very fine if you could have a talk with Senator Hale
along these lines.
The Greenville Camp is the most centrally located camp in the State. All of our projects are
within a short radius of the camp, the camp is situated right at a rail head. We have one side
camp which is located in Shirley and is plowed out in the Winter by the State Plow. We are so
located that we cover or can cover a good many miles of forest in case of fire. We have had a
good many small fires break out in this section which might have been very big ones had it not
been for the fact that we soon had a large crew of C.C.C. boys on it in a very short time. We have
projects that have been approved that will last for six or seven years. The road project from
Shirley to Lake Moxie is within three miles of being completed. This camp is rated very high for
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work done. Just compare the mileage done on the trail by this camp with what the other camps
did. We covered fifty miles of Main Trail and fifteen miles of side trails. We are interested in this
work and believe it will be a great benefit to the State when completed. We had only fifteen men
on this trail and did not get started until July, 22nd.
I believe that You can do a lot for us in keeping this camp going. I hope that you will give it a try.
Thank you
{Copy Green, Sawyer, Sewall}
November 13, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
I thought you would be interested to know the results of my trip to the scene of activities in the
Rangeley area. I was blessed with the best of weather and, as it was a holiday, fortunately Mr.
Viles had ample time to check the work with me. I measured from Saddleback to Me. Highway 4
-- 9 m.; and the Houghton-Oquossoc road to Me. Highway 219 – 10.1 m. So these sections will
be incorporated into the Guidebook. The intermediate section, of course, has to await the
completion of the Houghton truck trail; so there was nothing to be done here. For the 3 or 4 miles
finished west of the Andover-South Arm Road, Mr. Viles is making a relocation which [will]
afford a better crossing of Black Brook swamp and reduce the highway offset to .1 m.
1 enjoyed the trip greatly, particularly the mile of bare ridge crest on Saddleback with a light
covering of snow. How Abraham looms up from there! Saddleback is great.
I was particularly pleased with the shelters; well located and of excellent design. At Mr. Viles’
suggestion I made out a list of suggestions with respect to the work and enclose a copy for you. I
am particularly pleased that I could make this trip. With the knowledge gained of the country I
feel that I can be of more help with the problems here. Being fartherest away from our A.T.
people, particularly Greene, I felt that this camp might be under some handicaps in trying to
follow our standard practice. The trail is very well located and the work well done. Mr. Viles’
primary problem now is the painting. For guidance of his crew bosses, we painted a model
section.
Mr. Viles has a feeling, as I do, that if the Trail is to be completed, that the Rangeley Camp will
have to finish the Sugarloaf-Saddleback Gap. So we discussed this at some length. What seems
to me to be the real problem is the unfinished work on the alternate Arnold route. Will it hang up
where it is?
Have you any more definite idea as to the amount you will require in the spring for the bridge
engineer? It was the enthusiasm aroused by the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club trip that
provided this; people on that trip so thoroughly appreciated the Trail that they welcomed an
opportunity to "pay back".
cc Greene, Taylor, Stubbs, Ray Viles, Sawyer, Flynt

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

320

November 13, 1935. Myron Avery to The State Highway Commission
Gentlemen:
In connection with the second edition of Guidebook to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, which we
are now issuing, I wish to make the following inquiries:
1. Is the Andover-South Arm Road number 6 or 219? If it is the latter, when was the route
number changed?
2. Have you any data on:
the distance from South Arm to Andover;
the distance from Andover to Rumford.
3. Distances on the Andover-B Hill road; its length from Andover and number, if any.
4. Will the extension of the road from Houghton to Oquossoc be also numbered?
An early reply will be of very considerable assistance to us.
November 13, 1935. Myron Avery to The Postmaster, Andover, Maine
Dear Sir:
Will you kindly inform me if there is a public use operating between Andover and the nearest
railroad station which I judge to be Rumford, and between Andover and South Arm. If so, could
you give me the name of the company operating the bus? Also, is there a public bus operated on
the Andover-B Hill Road?
We wish this information in connection with the Guidebook to the Appalachian Trail in Maine,
which the C.C.C. from Rangeley is now building west from Saddleback Mountain.
Will you also tell me if there is a Mrs. George Fox now residing in Andover?
An early reply, for which I enclose an addressed envelope, will be of very considerable
assistance to us.
November 14, 1935. Myron Avery to The Postmaster, Houghton, Maine
Dear Sir:
Will you kindly give me the full name and address of the proprietor of a sporting camp located at
Long Pond north of Houghton? I think the owner is named Packard, but I do not know the
postoffice. We are preparing a Guidebook to the Appalachian Trail in Maine which is in your
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vicinity and wish to list all available public accommodations near the Trail. Hence, we are
making this inquiry.
I am enclosing an addressed envelope and we shall be very much assisted by a prompt reply.
November 14, 1935. Myron Avery to The Postmaster, South Arm, Maine
Dear Sir:
Will you kindly give me the full name and address of the proprietor of a sporting camp located in
your town? We are preparing a Guidebook to the Appalachian Trail in Maine which is in your
vicinity and wish to list all available public accommodations near the Trail. Hence, we are
making this inquiry.
I am enclosing an addressed envelope and we shall be very much assisted by a prompt reply.
November 14, 1935. Myron Avery to The Postmaster, Bemis, Maine
Dear Sir:
Will you kindly give me the full name and address of the proprietor of a sporting camp located at
in your town? We are preparing a Guidebook to the Appalachian Trail in Maine which is in your
vicinity and wish to list all available public accommodations near the Trail. Hence, we are
making this inquiry.
I am enclosing an addressed envelope and we shall be very much assisted by a prompt reply.
Do you happen to know the full name and postoffice address of the proprietor of Packard’s
Camps at Long Pond near Summit?
[Hand-written reply by Bemis Postmaster, E. M. Quimby:] {“I have made inquiries and the only
information I can get is his home address is either Mexico Me. or Ridlonville Me. [A suburb of
Rumford.] I imagine a letter addressed to Prop. Packard’s Long Pond Camps at either of the
above offices would reach him.”}
November 14, 1935. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter received last night. I have gone over this week's College schedule and find that we
had an out-of-town lecturer last night, another lecture tonight, a debate with Bowdoin tomorrow
night, and a College dance Saturday night. In view of this crowded program, I think it would be
wise to postpone your lecture on the A. T. until a later date. The date you mentioned in
December comes during our Christmas recess when everyone is away. Keep us informed during
the winter of any possible dates you may have so that we may strike a more favorable
opportunity.
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Now in regard to Sessions’ Road: In our scouting trip a year ago last June, we traveled east and
west along a good road following up the right hand side of the brook by the dam which they
were then building, continuing on about a mile before we crossed to the left side of the brook and
swung north around the shoulder of Elephant. Again last December, I went over part of this route
coming in from Houghton across a shoulder of Old Blue to the brook about one half mile above
the dam, and then following down the left side of the brook to Sessions’ lower camp and South
Arm Road. At that time they were cutting pulp across the brook below the dam (i.e. on the right
side of the brook going down) and doubtless had a road in there, though I did not see it. From
your letter I judge that this spring, when they opened the gates to sluice pulp wood down the
brook, they must have washed out the road which we have heretofore used. Mendall Conant,
Game Warden for that territory, may know of a road along the ridge back from the brook, and if
he has any information, I will forward it to you. {I wrote to him this morning.}
The"prominent mountain" which you probably saw most clearly from near Sessions’ lower camp
is C Pond Bluff. I have wondered if the trail from the South Arm Road might go directly to its
base instead of around by Moody’s Mountain.
{Copy Ray Viles}
November 14, 1935. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
My dear Avery:
This will serve to acknowledge your letter of November 6, containing letter to Mr. Greaton and
Mr. Sewall together with your copy of the Maxcy letter and Frank Brown’s letter to James
Sewall.
All of this is of exceeding interest to me, especially in view of the fact that I enjoyed a talk two
weeks ago with Herbert Swett, President of the Maine Publicity Bureau and Executive
Committee of the Maine Development Commission. Mr. Swett is heartily with the work being
done with the Appalachian Trail Conference and I suggest that you send him copies of letters
bearing upon this matter as he recalled your previous letter to him regarding Mr. Stobie’s lack of
interest and cooperation. Swett is a man of action and influence and can help you.
I was interested in your previous letter to Mr. Greaton concerning the guide book and the
illustrated booklet on the Appalachian Trail in Maine. You may recall that Mr. Greaton was not
greatly enthused about this folder as he was preparing a booklet on mountain trails for the
Commission. I failed at the time and still fail to see how a Development Commission booklet
would interfere with the pamphlet that you intend to publish dealing exclusively with the
Appalachian Trail itself.
If you will send me the manuscript and pictures I will be only too glad to give you a quotation on
the costs of putting out such a booklet. It strikes me that Ex-Governor Baxter might be able to
help out financially the publication of this booklet. It would not be too great a task for me to see
him in Portland unless you prefer to write him direct.
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I was somewhat chagrined to find so many discrepancies in the mileage charts on the Millinocket
folder. These distances were received from Chamber of Commerce literature and revised by
personal checks I have made but not absolutely clocked the way they should have been. The
folder you were good enough to check and correct has been placed on file in our office so that
the map may be correct on the next printing. The old distances have doubtlessly been shortened
by corrections of curves and grades in the last three years. Perhaps that holds true also of the
Ripogenus Road as I got a check of 57 miles from Mr. McGinnis at Ripogenus Dam who figures
it is 14 miles from the Dam to Little Sourdnahunk Stream and 43 miles from the dam to
Greenville. Your count shows 56 and probably a checkup would show that as the road has been
straightened in the approach to Grant Farm. In the making of the map we tried to avoid tenths
and to show the mileage in fractions and only approximate distances between important points.
It is a matter of regret however that I failed to check up these distances with you. This was an
oversight for which I have no alibi.
Do I understand that the old Abol Trail has been discontinued and the North Fork used
exclusively? I haven’t been over this trail in years and understand that the old Abol Trail is now
obscured by slash and cuttings making the North Fork the only practical way. This explains the
discrepancies of the distances from Millinocket to the Summit by the way of Abol Trail.
There seems to be much work left to be done on the Appalachian Trail in Maine and I shall be
interested to hear how this work progresses and how I can help to make your work easier.
Have you considered the possibility of having trail work done as a WPA Project? The Maine
State Planning Board is submitting individual project proposals under the head of “Development
of Scenic Sights” looked upon with distinct favor by WPA officials in Washington and Portland
headquarters. I have been doing field work at Moxie Falls, Hellman Cascades, at Allen’s Mills
(6 miles from Farmington) and at the ice caves at Greenwood near West Paris and Bethel.
Our letters addressed to Bob Maxcy at Portland received prompt replies.
{Copy Greene, Sewall, Sawyer}
November 15, 1935. Supplementary List of Signs. (Supplement to List dated September,
1935, Second Revision.)
(Signs to be sent to C.C.C. Superintendent, Ray Viles, Rangeley, Me.) {1 copy File 27, copy
Greene, Guidebook corrections}
Section 15
126. At Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps
←Appalachian Trail
Kennebec River
3.48 m.
Katahdin
A.T.C. 148.65m

129. (Originally 126)
At Dead River Post Office
←Appalachian Trail
Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps
Kennebec River
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127. Same place as 126.
Appalachian Trail→
(Dead River Route)
Dead River P.O.
Mt. Bigelow

A.T.C.

128. Same place as 126.
←Appalachian Trail
(Arnold Trail Route)
East Carry Pond
Mt. Bigelow
A.T.C.

15.57
21.19 m.

A.T.C.

19.05 m

130. (Originally 127) Same place
as 129.
Appalachian Trail→
Bigelow Fire Station (4150 ft.)

4.62 m.

A.T.C.

m.
m.
Section 16

131. (Originally 128) at 1.4 m.
←Appalachian Trail
East Peak (4088 ft.)
West Peak (4150 ft.)
North Horn (3831 ft.)
Bigelow Village
A.T.C.
132. At 3.81 m. (Bigelow N. to S.)
Appalachian Trail→
(Arnold Trail Route)
Ledge House
East Carry Pond
Pierce Pond
A.T.C.
133. Same place as 132.
←Appalachian Trail
(Dead River Route)
Maine Highway 16
Pierce Pond
A.T.C.

3.22 m.
3.95 m.
6 m.
13.18m

m.
m.
m.

134. On Arnold Trail at Maine
Highway 16, at Ledge House
Appalachian Trail
(Arnold Trail Route)
Little Bigelow Mtn. →
Mt. Bigelow→
←East Carry Pond
A.T.C.
135. At East Carry Pond
Appalachian Trail
(Arnold Trail Route)
←Pierce Pond
Ledge House→

m.
m.
m.

m.
m.
A.T.C.

139. (Originally 132) Junction of
A.T. and Bigelow Range Trail
←Bigelow Range Trail
3.81 m. Cranberry Peak Pond
19.38 m. Cranberry Peak (3213 ft.)
The Cave
First Ledges
Arnold’s Well
Arnold Inn, Stratton
A.T.C.
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140. (Originally 133) At Bigelow
Village
Appalachian Trail→
East Peak (4088 ft.)
Bigelow Range Trail (to
Cranberry
Peak and
Stratton)
A.T.C.

9.96 m.
6.58 m.

Section 17
141. (Originally 134)
Same place as 140.
Appalachian Trail→
Sugarloaf (4237 ft.)
Spaulding Mtn. (3988 ft.)
Mt. Abraham (4049 ft.)
Barnjum Depot Site

4.49 m.

A.T.C.

142. (Originally135)
At junction Railroad and East
Madrid Road
←Appalachian Trail
Barnjum Depot Site
Mt. Abraham (4049 ft.)
Sugarloaf (4237 ft.)
Bigelow Village
A.T.C.

Section 18, North to South
143. (Originally 136)
Same place as 142.
Appalachian Trail→
Saddleback Mtn.
Maine Highway 4

148. At 5.27 m. Piazza Rock
Shelter
←Me. Highway 4
Saddleback Mtn. →

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

144. At junction Appalachian Trail
and side trail, just east of tower.
←Fire Warden’s Cabin
←Saddleback Lake Camps
145. Same place as 144.
←Piazza Rock Shelter
←Me. Highway 4
Mt. Abraham→

.75 m
app.
5.5 m
A.T.C. App.
3.73 m
9 m.
A.T.C.

5.27 m.
3.68 m.

149. At 5.27 m.
←Piazza Rock

A.T.C.

150. At Me. Highway 4, at side
road which crosses Sandy River
Pond in .2 m.
←Piazza Rock Shelter
←Piazza Rock and Caves
←Saddleback Mtn. (4,116 ft.)
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A.T.C.
146 and 147. At 5.36 m. (Point left
and right).
The Caves
A.T.C.

151. At Me. Highway 4.
←Piazza Rock Shelter
←The Caves
←Saddleback Mtn.
A.T.C.

5.27 m.
5.36 m.
8.95 m.

Section 19
(Nos. 152, 153, 154 and 155 reserved for Section 19, North to South signs.)
Section 20, North to South
156. Houghton-Oquossoc Road.
←
Summit (M.C.R.R.)
Elephant Mtn. Shelter
Me. Highway 5
South Arm
A.T.C.
157. At 5.65 m. Elephant Mtn.
Shelter.
Me. Highway 7→
←Me. Highway 5

1.18 m.
8.92 m.
10.1 m.
12.1 m.

158. At Me. Highway 5.
←
Elephant Mtn. Shelter
Summit (M.C.R.R.)
Me. Highway 7

A.T.C.

4.50 m.
8.92 m.
10.1 m.

5.65 m.
4.45 m.
A.T.C.

November 15, 1935. Roy Flynt to J. F. Schairer
Dear Mr. Schairer:
The Planning Board has been on half time and 1 have taken the occasion to be North as much as
possible during the last two weeks, thus having no opportunity to answer your letter of October
21 until today.
I should be glad to print 1000 letterheads using a Maine made paper if possible of the same grade
as the Appalachian Trail Conference letterhead is printed on. We will bill you for the cuts which
will not exceed $3.00. Proof of the letterhead will go forward within a few days together with a
sample of the paper for your approval, the color of ink, etc.
Are you going to need envelopes to go with the letterhead? Or have you Appalachian Trail
Conference envelopes available. It is quite important that we know what you plan to use for an
envelope before we suggest the kind of paper. 500 envelopes, which constitute one box, in the 6
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1/2 inch size, would cost $3.75. The large official size envelopes in 500 lots would be $4.75. If
we printed 500 of each kind the cost would total $7.00.
I note with interest that you have added my name as Publicity Director, and if you feel that I am
competent to undertake this work I will do my best.
John Gardner of Patten was interested in side trails from Katahdin to East Branch Mountain and I
believe his enthusiasm could be shared by Professor Comey, Associate Consultant of the Maine
State Planning Board who has made extensive pilgrimages into this remote wilderness.
November 15, 1935. Everett Greaton to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
You perhaps drew a little different thought from my letter to Mr. Greene than was intended.
There is no lack of interest, among members of the Commission or in fact anybody in the State
in the Appalachian Trail Project. I think you will find this evidenced in the help you got from the
Governor and Council.
Members of the Development Commission are thoroughly interested in the whole project, but we
just have not the funds to put into anything of this type at the present time. We will probably this
winter issue a mountain climbing booklet instead of re-issuing Mount Katahdin and the
Appalachian Trail System will be given planey [plenty?] of space in this booklet. In fact we have
just sent to press a new folder on Maine and we call attention to the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
We have in our plan of development of the State recreationally, mountain climbing. I think this
shows our interest in this form of recreation. I feel quite sure that you will see that the reason we
have not been able to help you is not because of lack of interest, but because of available funds.
{Copy Green, Flynt, Sewall, Sawyer, Swett}
November 15, 1935. Myron Avery to J. L. Macdonald, White House Camps
Dear Joe:
I am pleased to hear from you again. We are very sorry that you have had any trouble over the
telephone bill. As you surmise, this is the first we have heard about it and both Bill Koebel and I
assumed that the instructions to reverse the charges had been carried out. I have passed the bill
on to Koebel and he will have it adjusted at once. If there should be any further mix-up and you
are again billed, do not hesitate to let me know.
You have certainly held up your end on this trail work and your willingness to loan your boat is
another instance. The Millinocket C.C.C. Camp has been discontinued but we hope next year to
get a detachment from Greenville to finish the work between the Mahar Campground and
Boudreau’s. In anticipation of that, I have made a copy of that portion of your letter and I am
sending it to Mr. Sewall, C.C.C. Forester, and to the boss of the Greenville C.C.C. gang.
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We hope to get that work done next year.
Getting the bridge over the West Branch will be a great help.
We all send our regards and hope to be back another year.
cc: Mr. Koebel
November 15, 1935. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
I am much obliged to you for getting the measuring wheel to me. I left it with Ray Viles so it will
be available when you get a chance to measure that Arnold Trail. I hope you can do this before
snow comes but 1 realize that you are busy night and day now. If the snow beats us, we will have
to get Mr. Savage to give us a general account of the route and draw it in the map.
As a result of this trip I can include in the Guidebook the trail finished by the Rangeley Camp
which covered:
Me. Highway 4 to Saddleback -------------------------------------9 m.
Houghton-Oquossoc Road to Andover South Arm Road-----10.1 m.
For the intermediate section--from Me. Highway 4 to the new Houghton-Oquossoc road--we
can’t get data until the truck trail from Long to Four Ponds is finished and we can tell where it
meets the new trail cut by the C.C.C. from the Houghton road to Four Ponds.
I think Mr. Viles expects that the Rangeley Camp will have to complete the SugarloafSaddleback section. Abraham surely looked great from Saddleback. The 1 mile bare section west
of the tower above timberline was great; for that reason it seems to me highly desirable to
continue east on the bare ridge of Saddleback as far as possible and then along the ridge to where
you planned to cross Orbeton Steam. (I hardly see how with the C.C.C. you can miss that dirt
road because of the cleared fields but it might be possible for the C.C.C. to keep in the woods at
the right angle turn in the road. If Mr. Sewall decides that Rangeley is to do this, I hope you will
see Mr. Viles and tell him about the route.
That camp has done good work but has been handicapped by being by itself and not having the
benefit of knowing how to properly mark the Trail. As a result, what painting has been done, will
have to be worked over. I made a demonstration section and Mr. Viles has in mind now just how
we are doing it. He was mighty nice to me and I enjoyed my visit hugely. My only regret was
that I didn't get a chance to see you but I am hoping to cover that section from Sugarloaf to
Saddleback and perhaps on to Kibby the old farm next summer, and see you then.
Just let me know how the chances of getting the Arnold Trail data are. We will have a real
Guidebook this time. Hope the weather favors us.
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cc: Greene, Sawyer, Stubbs}
November 15, 1935. SUGGESTIONS FOR TRAIL WORK FOR RANGELEY C.C.C.
CAMP
1. Ax crew to cover completed trail to remove small saplings, mainly cherry and birch, to afford
clear width 3 feet (or 4 feet in rapidly ingrowing timber).
2. Double the number of cairns on Saddleback, painting white stripe on top each rock.
3. Chink lean-tos. The roof on Elephant Mtn. Shelter will require more shingles to keep it tight.
4. As entire trail is painted, have A.T. markers put up by paint crew at all intersections and
average 6 others per mile each way.
5. When Piazza Rock and The Caves side Trails are painted blue, have Guidebook description
checked to see if route reads in keeping with work done.
6. From Frye Brook Bridge to Mountain Brook, change trail route from low ground near brook
on tote-road on lower slope Spruce Mtn., as per directions to be supplied by Prof. W. H. Sawyer.
7. If Rangeley Camp in 1936 works on Trail from Sugarloaf over Abraham to Saddleback:
(Flagstaff Camp re-cleared Trail as far south as Bigelow Village but did not work on Taylor's
trail to Sugarloaf, 5 m., from Bigelow Village):
(a) From firetower on Saddleback continue east along open ridge crest, as far east as possible and
continue on ridge as directly as possible to where Trail hits Orbeton Stream coming to there on
torn-up railroad grade.
(Suggest a pooling of knowledge by conference with Helon Taylor and game wardens who have
helped him in this region.)
(b) On Mt. Abraham follow tote-road, not two-sled road, from upper Barnjum Camps down to
Barnjum Depot Camps as per description, both directions enclosed. Copies of Phillips and
Stratton maps, with trail route in this section indicated, enclosed.
8. Greene will send you, during winter, the direction signs on the enclosed list which cover the
now completed sections of Trail. Care should be used to have these in as conspicuous a place as
possible and leave galvanized nails projecting as with markers.
9. Ascertain if Reed marked Sessions' tote-road from lower to upper camps - to see if relocation
can be made here below upper camps.
10. Am sending
5 Quarts blue paint
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3 Quarts black (to paint out white blazes)
Narrow brushes
250 A.T. markers and nails.
----------------------Question still remains of alternate Arnold Trail route from Pierce Pond to Mt. Bigelow started by
Flagstaff Camp unfinished from Roundtop, 1 m. east of Ledge House on Me. Highway 16 over
Little Bigelow Mtn. to meet other trail at east base of East Peak of Bigelow. (Flagstaff crew
completed l/2 of side trail marked from The Horns Pond to Stratton.)
Copy (3) Ray Viles; 1 each to Greene, Taylor, Sawyer, Sewall, Stubbs, Flynt
November 15, 1935. Myron Avery to Major W. A. Beaman, U. S. Geological Survey,
Washington, D.C.
Dear Major Beaman:
I recently saw quite a bit of the territory covered by the Rangeley, Me. Sheet where the C.C.C.
are building the Appalachian Trail. I am reporting these changes for record although I am aware
that it is improbable that any changes can be made on the present photolith.
A major highway is being built (Me. 7) from Houghton to Bemis. On the enclosed photolith is
indicated A.T. trail completed by the C.C.C. A truck trail is being built as indicated.
The outlet of Four Ponds is marked Bemis Brook. It seems to be generally known as Four Ponds
Brook. Bemis Brook flows east from Old Blue and Elephant Mountains as indicated. The present
map labels both brooks "Bemis”.
These developments radically alter this sheet and it is to be regretted that, under these conditions,
the photolith could not be corrected.
November 15, 1935. Charles Ripley, Postmaster, Andover, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Sir:
Replying to your letter of the 13th as follows.
Regular mail service between Andover and Rumford with Bus service two trips daily. H. R.
Richards Con.
Regular mail route from Andover to So. Arm and Middle Dam May 15 to Sept. 30 one trip daily.
Capt. E. F. Coburn Con. No Bus service from Andover to Upton over B Hill but service can be
had at “Andover Garage” H. R. Richards Prop.
The Trail will cross the Andover and Upton road about six miles from Andover at Frye Brook.
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Mrs. Geo. Fox has a residence here but has let her place for the winter and is staying with her
brother John P. Fox, Maplewood, N.J.
November 16, 1935. M. C. Linscott, Map Draftsman, State Highway Commission, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The enclosed sketch will show the mileages you requested.
The Andover-South Arm road is Route 5. This number was added during the spring of 1934
when our route numbering system was revised.
The B-Hill road is not numbered and is not wholly improved.
The extension of the road from Houghton to Oquossoc will be Route 17 when completed. There
is no special program to complete this road so it would be difficult to state the date of completion.
Our supply of unfolded maps is exhausted but under separate cover we are mailing folded maps
and a large scale map. On the large scale section map I would appreciate it if you would plot the
trail so that I could have it the same scale as the base map.
We have noted in our files for revision your request for the marking of the Appalachian Trail.
Before a new map is published the Commission will take up the matter of changes and I am sure
they will be glad to give careful consideration to the question of showing the Appalachian Trail
on the map.
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1935 Guidebook Description {Not proof read.}
SECTION 17
BIGELOW VILLAGE (ME. HIGHWAY 27) TO JUNCTION OF EAST MADRID ROAD
AND ABANDONED RAILROAD TO BARNJUM.
NORTH TO SOUTH DISTANCE MILES
See last paragraph of preceding section.
For map of this section of the Trail see U.S.G.S. Stratton and Phillips Quadrangles.
This section of the Trail traverses two of the finest mountains along the entire Trail route. From
Bigelow Village (1306 ft.) the Trail ascends gradually to the perfectly symmetrical, bare cone of
Sugarloaf, 4,237 ft., Maine’s second highest mountain. Beyond, the Trail descends through dense
conifers some 700 feet and then crosses Spaulding Mountain, 3,988 ft. From Spaulding the Trail
descends to the sag at the base of Mt. Abraham with an elevation of 3,184 ft. It then climbs to the
long, bare rock crest of Mt. Abraham, 4049 ft. This bare rock ridge, with its abrupt southern
terminus, is very impressive, particularly from the west. The Maine Forest Service maintains a
lookout tower here. The watchman’s trail from the east via Rapid Stream is accessible from the
Salem--West Kingfield Road. From Sugarloaf to Abraham the route is through a virgin spruce
and fir growth. From a rocky summit, south of the firetower, the Trail descends steeply through a
lumbered region to the plateau at the abrupt west base of the mountain. From the old lumber
camps on the plateau between Abraham and Farmer Mountains the Trail follows an old tote-road
down to the abandoned Barnjum Depot Camps on Perham Stream. A quarter of a mile beyond, a
road, passable by automobile, is followed west and south to its crossing (1317 ft.) of the now
abandoned Barnjum Branch of the Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes Railroad, approximately 1/2
m. north of East Madrid. Accommodations are obtainable at farm of Maurice Roderick, East
Madrid, the first house on road west of Barnjum Depot.
This section of the Appalachian trail was opened in 1933-4 by Game Wardon Helon N. Taylor,
with the assistance of Game Wardens Phillips and Smart. There was no prior trail to Sugarloaf,
and Mt. Abraham hithertofore was accessible only from the east. By reason of the climbing, this
section is particularly strenuous. Sources of water between Bigelow Village and the upper
Barnjum Camps are infrequent; a canteen should be carried.
This section of the Trail commences in Bigelow Village at Maine Highway 16, just west of
crossing of the highway over second branch of Carrabassett River.
From highway (0 m.) follow trail up north slope of Sugarloaf. Trail ascends gradually. At m. it
eases into burned-over land, known as "The Barrens, which extend to near the crest. Reach bare
rock summit of Sugarloaf (4237 ft.) at
m. with magnificent panoramic view. From the
summit the Trail bears southwest through a dense growth of spruce and fir. Cross two
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intermediate summits and reach lowest point (3480 ft.) between Sugarloaf and Spaulding at
m.
Ascend steeply, reaching crest of Spaulding (3988 ft.) at m. Trail descends to sag (3184 ft.) at
north base of Mt. Abraham at
m. From sag ascend. At
m. leave woods and emerge
on bare rock ridge of Mt. Abraham. Follow rock crest southeast. Cross North Peak at
m.
Reach Forest Service Tower (4049 ft.) at
m. (Worn watchman’s trail comes in from east
from Rapid Stream; watchman’s cabin is approximately 2 m. from tower. The panoramic view
here is superb.)
From firetower continue southeast on bare rock ridge. At bare summit, at
m., turn sharp right,
descending from crest toward old lumber camps, visible on plateau at west base of ridge. Trail
soon comes into lumbered region. Follow old roads and trails southwest toward camps. Turn
sharp left from old road at
m. and 50 yds. beyond, at
m., reach old tote-road (0
m.) in front of lumber camps. Turn sharp right at camps into old tote-road; Farmer Mountain is
directly ahead; splendid view of Saddleback. At .1 m. cross to left bank of Betsy Branch.
At .2 m. take left fork. (Right fork is two sled road rejoining Trail at 2.42 m.) At .26 m. pass
cross-road (splendid view of Mt. Abraham here). Ten feet beyond crossroad, take right fork.
Descend gradually. At 1.06 m. pass through old campyard; use care in following road through
alders beyond. Descend more steeply. At 2.38 m. cross brook flowing into Betsy Branch. Cross
Betsy Branch at 2.42 m., where brook has washed out the road, with two-sled road (left at .2 m.)
coming in on right. At 2.7 m. come into open field of former Barnjum Depot Camps at end of
railroad grade. Turn right and cross brook at 2.8 m., immediately turning left. (Opposite is locked
game warden's camp.) Cross Perham Stream at 2.87 m. and ascend worn tote-road. Take right
fork at 2.97 m. (runaround coming in on right at 3.l m.). Ascend. Come into old field and pass
between old buildings at 3.3 m. (Splendid view here; cars may be driven to this point.) At 3.72
m., at crest of road over Mecham Hill, pass on left house of Maurice Roderick, P.0. East Madrid.
(Accommodations are available here.) Road turns sharp left (south) at 4.72 m.
At 6.47 m. reach abandoned grade of Perham Branch [Actually, the Barnjum Branch] of Sandy
River and Rangeley Lakes Railroad. (The rails and ties have been removed.) The Appalachian
Trail turns sharp right on the railroad grade. East Madrid is approximately l/2 m. ahead and
approximately 10 miles by dirt road via Blethen School from Phillips on Maine Highway 4 and
the Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes Railroad. Accommodations available at Hotel in Phillips.
November 16, 1935. Tracy McGregor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Several weeks ago you wrote me about your visit to Maine and about having met there Hugh S.
MacNeil. I have known Mr. MacNeil since he was a young boy. In fact, he was a sort of ward of
mine during his youth and period of education. I am pleased to know that you found Hugh useful
to you and that you were pleased with him. It is many years since I have seen him, though I keep
more or less in touch with him by letter. Have never had any occasion to have any other attitude
toward him than one of confidence in a young man of integrity.
Am leaving this afternoon for Detroit, to be gone a few weeks, attending to matters in my former
home. Perhaps sometime later I shall have the pleasure of seeing you. {cc: MacNeil}
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November 17, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of the 6th inst. with various enclosures on my return from the woods. I do not
know about the Maine Development Commission. When I see Harold Schnurle as I do now and
then in Augusta I will talk with him about the whole matter. I know him fairly well.
I think that we had best let Prof. Sawyer be the concentrating point for development of the
various outing clubs from the four Maine colleges. Somebody has got to take charge of such a
thing. Won’t you please discuss that with him. I will come in whenever necessary and whenever
he needs me.
With regard to the other piece of trail to be done next year when we lay out our projects for the
coming season I will take care of this. The Rangeley camp can take over the part which was to
have been done by Flagstaff and the Greenville camp will have to take over what was to have
been done by Millinocket, excepting for the foot bridge across the West Branch and that should
be done by a detail from Patten.
{Copy Sawyer, Greene}
November 18, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
On my return, I found your letter of November 17th. The various matters which I have sent to
you will give you a report as to my observations in connection with the Rangeley Camp work. I
have gotten off the supplies to Mr. Viles and I feel sure that my visit will make matters a little
easier in that section.
I think it would be most helpful if you can discuss the matter with Harold Schnurle.
While I would be in Boston for a week from next Thursday, the situation at Bates is such that
there will be no opportunity for me to give the talk on the Trail and we have had to postpone this.
However, Professor Sawyer very kindly arranged to have present the leading members of the
outing club and we discussed the situation. There is a good deal of trail enthusiasm and the setup of the Bates Club affords a continuity which is necessary for any trail maintenance program.
The President of the Club will get in touch with the Colby organization and I am forwarding a
copy of your letter of November 17th to Professor Sawyer, with the suggestion that he and the
officials of the Bates Outing Club can, during the winter, see what can be done to develop active
interest in the Maine groups. With the energy and enthusiasm at Brunswick, I am very hopeful of
results in this section.
As soon as the Trail in the western end is completed, I believe that arrangements can be made for
the Bates Club to take over a section east from Grafton Notch, including their side trail to C
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Pond Bluff. However, this is a matter which necessarily has to await the completion of the Trail
there, but I believe that we have laid the ground work for active cooperation.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Professor Sawyer, to ask if he will take the matter up with
the officials of the Outing Club and see if perhaps, under the auspices of the Bates group,
invitations could not be issued for same sort of meeting of the representatives of the various
clubs to discuss the Trail project in Maine. This, if feasible, would seem to us a very excellent
way of starting matters.
cc Mr. Greene
cc Mr. Sawyer:- I think that the Outing Club would find a trip to Saddleback most attractive.
They could go up by the regular AT. and return the short way by Sandy Ponds, making a hike of
12 miles. Since they went to Old Speck, this ought to be an equally attractive trip.
November 18, 1935. H. L. Boyle, Bangor, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
Enclosed you will [find?] copy of map sent Mr. Brown with the lean-to’s etc. located by ink
markings also a little descriptive legend on border.
The lean-to on the West branch was built about one quarter mile from the proposed foot-bridge
on a little knoll overlooking Sourdnahunk Deadwater near a little spring brook and about sixty
feet from the trail.
The lean-to at Rainbow Lake is at the tenting ground just before you cross the gravel pit coming
east from Clifford’s camp or the head of the lake.
I’m sorry I did not meet your Labor Day party, anything I can do to clear up the summary of the
trail work I made out for Mr. Sewall you may call on me.
I was very sorry we lost our camp and would have been able to finish as far as Potter’s if they
had not shut us off.
November 18, 1935. George Fernald, Boston, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:Replying to your letter of the 16th inst, my office telephone number is Hubbard 7200 and my
house West Newton 1652 R. I shall be very glad to see you when you are in Boston and hope
you will plan to have lunch with me.
I got back to the office this morning from my annual pilgrimage and have a little fresh
information to give you.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

337

November 19, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have notice of the publication of the second edition of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine and I suppose that you should plan to have me sent three copies, one for Rangeley, one for
Greenville and one for this office, when you get around to it. That will give me a chance to go
over it and discuss the matters to be done with the Superintendents.
I note that on the bottom of the card which is sent for subscribing to this guide is a statement
asking if the signer would be interested in information as to membership in the Appalachian
Trail Conference. You might tell me about this membership business when you get around to it.
November 19, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of the 14th inst. and very glad that you were able to go over the trail work from
the Rangeley camp.
I am planning for the Rangeley camp to finish the Sugarloaf to Saddleback piece and for them
also to put out a small side camp to do the unfinished work on the alternate Arnold route.
I don’t know yet about the Bridge Engineer cost for next spring. We are getting our material
stored in the Great Northern Paper Co. storehouse at Abol Hill. When the spring comes we will
make our plans, getting some men from Patten, etc. and I will write you what I need.
I am particularly interested in your sheet of suggestions for trail work dated November 15th. This
is just the kind of criticisms that we want.
{Copy Greene, Taylor, Sawyer, Flynt}
November 20, 1935. Edgar Heermance, Chairman, The New England Trail Conference, to
W. H. Sawyer, Jr.
My dear Professor Sawyer:
We are very glad to learn that you will accept the position of our general Trail Chairman for
Maine. I do not think you will find it particularly arduous. Enclosed is a list of trail organizations
in Maine, with a star beside those that have already joined the New England Conference, a
distinction which is of minor importance.
As to the Mount Desert situation, I do not know how they feel about publicity. It occurs to me
that they might be persuaded to get together on an attractive trail guide for Mt. Desert Island.
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The other college outing clubs are rather ephemeral. There might be a possibility of some trail
development in their respective neighborhoods.
One big feature, of course, is the Appalachian Trail and the unusual tramping territory which it is
opening up. The first problem is to complete the A,T., the second to arrange for adequate
maintenance. You are, I assume, familiar with the details; if not, I can send you an extensive
correspondence with Mr. Avery. A good deal seems to depend on more active cooperation from
the Maine Development Commission. When these problems are worked out, there may be a
chance for further trail development between Katahdin and the New Hampshire border. As to
publicity, Avery has done well on Associated Press releases, but it would be well for Maine
newspapers to carry articles or trail news from time to time. The Development Commission
should be sold on this remarkable addition to Maine's recreational assets; perhaps that would be
an opening to their cooperation in other ways.
Let us know whenever our office can be of service. I suggest that you keep track of postage spent
for the N. E.T.C. and send in a bill from time to time.
November 20, 1935. Myron Avery to Mrs. George F. Fox, c/o John P. Fox, Maplewood, N.J.
Dear Mrs. Fox:
A number of years ago, Mr. Edward B. Draper and I spent a very pleasant evening with the late
Mr. George Fox, discussing his connection with the paintings of the artist Hallowell. As you may
recall, Mr. Draper had extensive lumber operations in the Wassataquoik region between 1910
and 1914 after Mr. Hallowell had painted extensively around 1900. At that time, I was interested
in collecting historical materials in connection with the region. I recall that Mr. Fox showed us a
very fine set of photographs which were taken around 1900 by Mr. Hallowell, in connection with
his paintings. Some time later, we took up with Mr. Fox the matter of obtaining prints from these
negatives and, at Mr. Fox’s suggestion, it was deferred until we would have an opportunity to see
him at Andover. Just recently, I happened to be at Andover and I learned that you were now in
Maplewood, New Jersey. Under the circumstances, I thought it advisable to write to you to ask if
you know the present whereabouts of these negatives and to inquire how we might proceed to
obtain prints.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Draper.
These photographs represent an important item of the history of this region and it was our
thought that the material should be permanently preserved by placing a set of the photographs in
some well-known depositary, such as the Appalachian Mountain Club or the Maine State Library.
cc Mr. Edward B. Draper, 150 Chapman St., Canton, Mass.
November 20, 1935. Myron Avery to Raymond Savage
Dear Mr. Savage:
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I found your letter on my return to Washington. I had an opportunity over the holiday to go over
the trail completed by Mr. Viles from Saddleback to the Andover-South Arm Road, and was
very much pleased with what 1 saw. Mr. Viles expects that the Rangeley Camp will continue the
work left uncompleted by the Flagstaff Camp, and we discussed problems in this connection at
length. If you have the opportunity at some time, I think it would be very fine if you could talk to
Mr. Viles and tell him the situation.
There is only one thing which is holding up our Guidebook and that is the matter of measuring
the Arnold Trail. Helon Taylor was to do this. I imagine that, until the hunting season slacks off,
he will have little opportunity. We may have to ask you to give us a generalized description of
how the Trail goes and an estimate of the distances. In the meantime, will you plot its route on
the enclosed Dead River Quadrangle, indicating by a broken line the approximate route of what
is to be finished?
1 am glad to know that you are so enthusiastic over the Trail project and I feel sure that we will
be able to complete it probably next year. I have written Mr. Sewall about the Rangeley Camp
taking up the unfinished work of the Flagstaff Camp. Finishing the Arnold Trail may be the most
difficult thing to do because of its distance from Rangeley.
November 20, 1935. Myron Avery to Charles Ripley, Postmaster, Andover, Maine
Dear Sir:
1 am very much obliged to you for your detailed letter of October 15th. I have one further
inquiry. Is the address of Captain E. F. Coburn at Andover and can you give me the name of the
proprietor of the sporting camp at South Arm? Is his mail address South Arm or Andover?
November 20, 1935. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr.
Dear Professor sawyer:
Thank you very much for your prompt reply of November 14th. 1 have been governed
accordingly and will advise you when I am in New England and we will hope to strike some
convenient date.
I am forwarding a copy of the last part of your letter to Ray Viles. I am still wondering how
Sessions toted to the upper camp. Do you use the words "right" and "left" in referring to the
stream in the direction that you are traveling, or from the head down? I will send to you, under
separate cover, draft of the Trail description for this section in one direction. Our only remaining
problem is to get data on the Arnold Trail from Pierce Pond to Round Top.
November 20, 1935. Myron Avery to American Post Card Co., Attn: J. P. Boynton
Gentlemen:
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I have received your letter of November 5th. We will assemble and forward to you a set of
photographs, with the understanding that the original photographs will be returned to us and the
Trail Conference will be reimbursed at the rate specified in your letter of November 5th for such
photos as are used. It is also understood that where the objects are on the Appalachian Trail, the
title will so specify.
cc Miss Robb: Will you try to get together some Maine prints, particularly those of Mark
Taylor’s collection, so that we can make some money for the Maine Trail Club.
November 20, 1935. Myron Avery to Ernest Lamb, Brookline, Mass.
Dear Mr. Lamb:
You will recall our exchange of correspondence some time ago in connection with the Club in
Maine in which you were interested. We have completed the preparation of our Whitecap map
and 1 am enclosing a copy.
I shall be in Boston between November 22nd and 26th and, if convenient to you, we may have an
opportunity to discuss matters of mutual interest.
November 20, 1935. Myron Avery to Osborne Heard, Baltimore, Md.
Dear Heard:
The photograph album came just as I was leaving town and I found your letter of November 7th
on my return. Incidentally, my home address is 1850 Park Road, N.W. I mailed the album back
to you on Saturday, by insured mail.
As I went over the pictures, it seemed to me that the following numbers make excellent slides: 319; 1-28, and the photograph of the sign on page 51. You are in a better position than I to judge
the quality of these things and if you think there are others which would make good slides, we
should like to have them.
For publicity, I thought that the following would be most useful:
1-28;
1-31;
2-2 to 2-5;
2-13;
3-9;
Page 17, Double Top;
Page 19, Katahdin campsite;
4-5;
Page 20, The Owl;
Page 21, The Cave;
6-34;
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Page 35, Mt. Coe;
Page 7, Double Top Slides;
Page 40, Katahdin Falls;
Page 44, Fairwell to Katahdin;
Page 14, Panorama from Katahdin;
Page 23, Terminus Sign.
I do not know whether you have in mind enlarging these somewhat, for they would undoubtedly
be more serviceable for publicity purposes. Something on the order of 4 by 5 or 5 by 7 is very
serviceable.
As you are making these up for use at your leisure time and at the cost to you, I would say that if
we can have them by the middle of January it would be in ample time for illustration in
connection with the articles which we have prepared. Of course, it would be very fine if you
could do them sooner.
I hope to have an opportunity to talk with you about Maine and many other matters of mutual
interest in the very near future.
November 20, 1935. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton
Dear Mr. Greaton:
I have not received the manuscript on “The Silvered Aisle” and the accompanying photographs. I
presume that its return has been overlooked since your letter to me saying that you were
forwarding it, and I should greatly appreciate having it as soon as you can conveniently locate
and return it.
November 21, 1935. Myron Avery to Charles W. Strong, Campbell-Fairbanks Expositions,
Boston
Dear Sir:
We have had some correspondence with you in connection with an exhibit by The Appalachian
Trail Conference of camping equipment, trail tools, literature, guidebooks, maps, etc. Our
original thought was that this would be in conjunction with an exhibit by clubs in the New YorkNew Jersey District, which are federated in the New York-New Jersey Trail Conference, of
which Mr. R. H. Torrey, 99-28 193rd street, Hollis, Queens, Long Island, New York, is the
Chairman.
The Appalachian Trail Conference at Washington has material for a very interesting and
extensive exhibit, but on further considering the matter, we have concluded that the difficulties
involved in transporting our material and arranging it are such that, with respect to the New York
exhibit, it would be preferable for us to leave the matter entirely with the New York-New Jersey
Trail Conference for such exhibits as the local clubs might prepare. Therefore, with regret, we
are advising you that we will have no connection with the exhibit at New York.
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However, we should like to make very definite inquiries about the Hartford and Boston shows,
as the Maine Appalachian Trail Club wishes to have there an exhibit of literature, photographs
and maps relating to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. Will you kindly give us the dates of these
exhibitions and an approximate estimate of the space available and information as to whether the
material could be mounted after being sent from here and the amount of assistance available for
displaying the material, in the event that we were obliged to pack it and send it to you for
mounting.
We are most definitely counting on participating in the Boston and Hartford shows and, when the
information requested is received, we will push the matter vigorously.
If you have a local representative with whom we should be in touch for each of the shows, will
you kindly advise us of his name? I have particular reference to your letter of July 28th to Miss
Robb, which I have seen after dictating the above.
cc Warner, Dench, Schuetz, Robb
{Boston Feb 1-8, 16-22, 29-March 7. Talked with Albert Rau, Boston man in charge.}
November 22, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
I have received your two letters of November 19th. I am very pleased indeed to know that you
are definitely planning to have the Rangeley Camp also finish the Sugarloaf- Saddleback link
and the uncompleted portion of the alternate Arnold Trail route. I am also pleased that you found
my suggestions of help.
It goes without saying that when the Maine Guidebook appears, we shall send you a sufficient
number of copies. That is one thing which we shall not overlook. The prospectus was sent to all
purchasers of previous Guides and maps, as well as to all names on the Trail Conference mailing
list. The last explains how you happened to receive a copy of the prospectus. While it was a little
premature, including the prospectus for the Finance Committee Report, it saved postage and
avoided the labor of addressing another set of envelopes. Also, due to the increased size of the
Guide, we may need the advance sales to finance this publication. As I have previously written,
we are awaiting only the data on the Arnold Trail route before sending the book to the
planographer.
I am enclosing the letter of the Finance Committee, which answers the last paragraph of your
letter of November 19th. This explains the financial set-up of the Trail Conference and,
incidentally, our limited resources. This letter was sent to the various clubs and individuals on
the Trail Conference mailing list. It was because this had to go out that we thought it desirable to
alter the Maine prospectus into an advance notice of the publication and include it. I think that
this Finance Committee Letter Report will answer your inquiries.
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I received today from Mr. Flynt, proof of the letterhead for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
and when the stationery is at hand, we shall send you a supply.
November 22, 1935. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
I found your letter of November 14th on my return to Washington.
I have sent to you various enclosures and copies of my observations on my visit to the Rangeley
Camp, which will serve to keep you posted.
You may remember that, after our earliest correspondence with Mr. Swett, we wrote him at
length in connection with the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries & Game’s lack of interest. Mr.
Swett seemed to feel, at that time, that he could do nothing more and that the matter rested with
Mr. Schnurle. However, I am, of course, following your suggestion to send him copies of my last
correspondence with Mr. Greaton.
I believe that the difficulty with the booklet on the Trail is that Mr. Greaton wants to publish his
own pamphlet on Mountain Climbing in the State and is afraid that there will be a conflict
between the two. I have asked for the return of the manuscript and pictures some time ago and
have had to write a second letter. I rather expect to see much of the material in the booklet on
Mountain Climbing. When I send to you the manuscript and the photos - which I will do as soon
as they are returned - we will be delighted to have you take the matter up direct with Mr. Baxter.
I do not see why you should be chagrined between the differences in mileage on the Millinocket
folder and our Guidebook. Our sources of information may be the ones in error. My only purpose
in noting the differences was so that both of us could do anything possible to check up on these
points and, in the end, have the two publications agree. I do not see why you should think that
the Millinocket folder is the one in error and I had no intention of suggesting that the distances
were errors in that folder.
My information is that the "short cut" between the north fork of the Abol Trail was the one that
was reopened by the C.C.C. and is now considered the main route. I do not know the condition
of the other fork.
I have gotten an address of 18 Glenwood Avenue for Maxcy and have written to ask if he
obtained any photos this summer.
I had not considered the possibility of trail work as a W.P.A. project. Of course, we want to
utilize every available opportunity and I think we should follow up your suggestion. How should
we do it? Can you suggest it to the State Planning Board, or how shall we proceed? Please tell us
what to do.
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Apart from the association of matters of mutual interest, I find our correspondence very pleasant
and interesting and I shall be very sure to keep you advised as much as possible as to all
developments on the Trail route in Maine.
November 22, 1935. Myron Avery to Herbert Swett
Dear Mr. Swett:
You will recall our previous correspondence in connection with the Appalachian Trail project.
Mr. Roy H. Flynt, Publicity Director of the newly organized Maine Appalachian Trail Club, has
written me of his recent conversation with you and has suggested that I forward to you a copy of
my last letter to Mr. Greaton, and his reply. Obviously, with the ample budget of the Maine
Development Commission, Mr. Greaton’s plea of no funds is merely side-stepping the issue.
cc Flynt
November 22, 1935. Myron Avery to H. S. MacNeil, Greenville Junction, Maine
Dear Mac:
I am very pleased to have your letter of November 13th.
1 was able to make over the holiday, a trip over the trail route done by the Rangeley C.C.C.
Camp. They have built 3 very fine shelters but have all of their painting to do next year on about
27 miles. This camp will probably take over, according to Mr. Sewall, the uncompleted section
between Sugarloaf and Saddleback, as well as finishing the alternative Arnold route which was
left by the Flagstaff Camp.
There is only one thing about the work that troubles me between Blanchard and Katahdin and
that is, that the Guidebook now being published went on the assumption that the marking was
changed for the relocation on the south side of Whitecap. In fact, the markers go up the old route.
This is an unfortunate situation and I hope that if all goes well you will make a point to get in
there as soon as possible next year and get the change made before there is any travel over the
Trail. This is a very big difference between the marking and the Guidebook and such a
discrepancy serves to discredit the book entirely.
We are hoping that there will be no other camps discontinued in Maine and we shall do
everything possible to prevent such a calamity. We are in constant touch with Mr. Sewall as you
know, and are doing everything that he requests.
I presume you duly received the various literature and reports sent to you. Do I understand from
your letter that you expect to build a bridge over the West Branch of Pleasant River? Mr. Sewall
expected that the Patten Camp would be used to build the bridge over the West Branch of the
Penobscot. We raised for him the funds that he wanted for the purpose of doing some work
which was not provided for by the State appropriation.
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What are your plans for the side trails in the Gulf Hagas?
You will have a lot of work to do in going west from Blanchard over Moxie Bald and
particularly in the burned area on the west side of Moxie Bald. That was a bad fire and the result
was about 9 miles of grass and raspberry bushes along the old tote road. I have written to Mr.
Sewall about the possibility of being able to make relocations which have been suggested here.
One fellow thought that it might to possible to keep in the "islands" of green timber. I doubt this,
however, and the old road does provide a good footway. One thing which seemed possible to me
was perhaps to have the main trail go directly west from where it struck Moxie Bald down to the
Narrows which may be green timber. The half mile south along Moxie Bald (see map) would
then be a blue-blazed side trail. I am sending you one of the topographic maps which covers this
section. There is no map for the region east. It would mean quite a change in our Guidebook
description and the wisdom of the relocation is something that you can best tell when you are on
the ground. If you find that it would be an improvement to do anything here, I would appreciate
your letting us know.
How far has the new road been completed east from Little Wilson Pond? We want to show on
our map the completed road and the contemplated route. Does the Greenville road run by Little
Wilson Pond? I am returning the map so that you can mark in ink the completed section, and
how it makes connection with the Greenville Road.
I enclose copy of a letter which I have received from Mr. McGregor and I hope to see him later
in the year.
November 22, 1935. Elsie Graves, Rumford, Maine, to Myron Avery
My dear Sir:
The postmaster at Andover, Maine, has handed me your letter of November 14th addressed to
him.
I own sporting camps on Lower Richardson Lake, at South Arm, Maine, which is one of the
Rangeley Lakes. These sporting camps are the nearest to Andover, Maine, which is about twelve
miles north of Andover, Maine, and the only sporting camps in that vicinity.
The name of my camps is "Sunset Camps, South Arm, Maine", post office address, Andover,
Maine.
November 23, 1935. Charles Ripley, Postmaster, Andover, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Sir:
Capt. E. F. Coburn [Colman?—Hard to read hand writing] has three places as residence as
follows. May 1 to Oct. 1, Middle Dam, Maine. During the winter, 1620-7th St. North St.
Petersburg, Fla. Spring and Fall, Andover, Maine.
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Proprietor of South Arm Camps is Mrs. E. B. Graves, address from May 1 to Dec. South Arm,
Maine.
November 25, 1935. Ray Viles, Rangeley C.C.C. Camp, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I wish to inform you that I have received the following items for the Appalachian Trail.
250 AT Markers
Nails
3 Qts. Black Paint
3 Qts. Blue Paint
1 Bx. Small Paint Brushes
1 Roll, Maps.
November 26, 1935. Myron Avery to H. L. Boyle, Bangor, Maine
Dear Mr. Boyle:
I was very glad to hear from you and appreciated your writing me in detail. In order to get the
Guidebook reference exact, I have to ask two more questions. Is the lean-to at Rainbow Lake on
the side of the dam next to Clark's Camps, or on the opposite side near the gravel pit? If the latter,
is it on the south end of the lake or in the old clearing where there was, at one time, a lumber
camp just after one turns left around the corner of the lake in going north? I suppose you recall
the campsite on the south bank of the West Branch which was the old ferrying place above the
falls. Is the new lean-to located in this clearing or between this clearing and the place where the
bridge will cross?
We were very sorry that we did not make connections with you on our trip over the Trail this
summer. We certainly feel that you made a tremendous improvement in the route around
Rainbow Lake and were very much interested in the spring at the edge of the lake.
November 26, 1935. W. H. Sawyer to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am enclosing newspaper report {Lewiston Daily Sun, Nov. 26} on a meeting in Augusta
yesterday P.M. which two of the Bates Outing Club members and I attended. The meeting was
sponsored by the Maine Development Commission, and was, of course, for publicity purposes.
The only members of the Commission present were Mr. Greaton, the executive secretary, and Mr.
Doucette, their publicity man. Representatives from the Bowdoin College Outing Club and
University of Maine Outing Club, as well as representatives from several community ski clubs
were there. Mr. Ballard of the National Park Service was also present.
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Considerable discussion was given to ski trails. Mr. Greaton told the group that the Maine
Development Commission has drawn up a plan for the cutting of ski trails in specified localities
in every county in Maine, and has submitted it to the Federal Government for a WPA project; if I
understood him correctly, the proper Maine authorities have O.K'd this plan, but it has not
received approval in Washington, at least as yet.
I took occasion to tell the group that while trails were in process of development there was no
need to wait; that we now have many trails already available for immediate use, and laid
particular stress on the Appalachian Trail, which, because of its width, continuity, and variety of
terrain, offers unusual attraction in its possibilities for winter skiing, as well as for summer
tramping. This of course had little interest for the several groups present, with the possible
exception of the Andover Ski Club, because each is wrapped up in its own community projects,
but I thought it might do some good to bring it to the attention of Mr. Greaton and Mr.
Doucette.
While at the meeting Bailey and I had opportunity to talk with the men from Maine and Bowdoin
Outing Clubs with a view to closer cooperation between the Outing Clubs of the Maine colleges,
including trail work. All were interested and I hope we may develop the interest to a point where
it will be of practical value.
A representative from the Boston Herald-Traveller who was at the meeting told me that they
would be glad to print any trail news that we can send in from Maine at any time.
I have accepted the Trail Chairmanship for Maine in the New England Trail Conference, and am
sending a copy of this letter to Professor Heermance at Yale.
{Copy Arthur Comey, Sewall, Greene, Flynt, Warner, Stubbs. Mary Dorsey, Schairer}
November 26, 1935. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
This will acknowledge with thanks your letter of November 22, received on my return this week,
from Boston, where I attended the meeting of the New England Council. Also, let me
acknowledge the receipt of copies, with much interest, of letters to Mr. Sewall, with suggestions
for trail work for Rangeley, C.C.C. camp, and to Mr. Swett; also carbon of Mr. Greaton’s letter
of November 15 to you and James Sewall’s letter of November 19.
Enclosed is the copy of your letter of November 14 to Mr. Sewall which you asked me to return.
Referring to the matter of trail work as a W.P.A. project, I suggest that you write Alfred Mullikin,
Assoc. Consultant, Maine State Planning Board, asking his cooperation in making one or more
state-wide projects of Appalachian trail improvement in such sections as you and Mr. Sewall
think expedient. I think Mr. Sewall understands the general requirements of W.P.A. projects and
would be able to advise you fully in this matter. If not, perhaps Mr. Sewall should contact Mr.
Mullikin as the Maine State Planning Board has been delegated by the National Resources
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Committee as the agency to draw up state-wide W.P.A. projects. The Planning Board also has
the authority to recommend these projects to the W.P.A. Administrator.
The only difficulty I can foresee is that of a sponsor's contribution either in superintendence or
money to the extent of at least 10% of the cost of the project. I have already taken this up with
Mr. Mullikin and he would be prepared to take action upon receipt of your letter and a visit from
Mr. Sewall.
I, too, find our correspondence most enjoyable and appreciate the up to the minute information
which you are giving me. You would be surprised to know how many times in the past few
weeks I have had occasion to put in a word about the work you and Mr. Green are doing for the
Appalachian Trail Conference
Today, we are having a meeting with Edward B. Ballard, Regional inspector of the National Park
Service and Archer Jordan, Jr., State Director of Writer's Projects, (Headquarters 510 Congress
Bldg.,) Congress Street, Portland, Me., relative to the most efficient methods of gathering data
for use in the American Guide which as you may know is to be published in 5 volumes of 600
pages each embracing historical, industrial and recreational material of all states in the union.
Has the Appalachian Trail Conference made any contacts with the State Administrators of the
Atlantic States relative to data on the Appalachian Trail?
I believe that Mr. Mullikin would be interested in making a state map showing the Appalachian
trail in its present status. This would be useful in connection with a W.P.A. project. I would need
from you rough pencil data on any map you could send me.
P. S. Will you please advise Dr. Schairer that no Forest Commissioner has been appointed. The
Governor has nominated Waldo N. Seavey of Lovell but all of the Governor's confirmations
were held up today by his Council. It is rumoured that Ray Rendall may be nominated.
{Carbons sent Schairer, Greene, Sewall, Comey}
November 26, 1935. Myron Avery to Mr. Sessions, Lumberman, Rumford, Maine
Dear Mr. Sessions:
I am writing to you in connection with the route of the Appalachian Trail which was opened last
summer from Summit over the shoulder of Elephant Mountain down the West Branch of Black
Brook past your lumber camps. From your upper camps, it was the intention of using your
hauling road down to the highway. I came across that a section a short time ago while trying to
measure the route and obtain description for the Guidebook to the Trail in Maine. The trail had
not been painted from the county line down and I thought that the rough marks which indicate
the way possibly were not on the best route. We followed the hauling road down to your upper
camps and continued on the road beside the brook until we came to the sluice. Here the marks
turned left down beside the old washed-out dam and crossed the brook, continuing down the left
side of the brook as you go down the stream, until a short distance above another set of camps,
when it crossed to the other side of the brook. I realized that you ought to have some sort of a
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tote-road to these uppers camps and I did not see how you could have hauled up past the dam. At
the upper camps there was a road which forked to the right through the campyard. At the lower
camps, a road came in from the right, downhill. It occurred to me that when Mr. Reed went
through this section, marking the route intended to be followed by the Trail, that he missed your
tote-road and that there should be some better way to these upper camps than climbing up the
very steep bank at the dam.
We have tried to get some information locally but have been unsuccessful. I have been obliged,
therefore, to write you at Rumford, hoping that the letter reaches the right Mr. Sessions.
For your convenience in replying, I am enclosing an addressed envelope, and would thank you
for a prompt response.
November 27, 1935. H. L. Boyle to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
The lean-to at Rainbow Lake is on the opposite shore from Clark’s camps, just beyond the gravel
pit on the trail going toward Clifford’s.
The lean-to on the West Branch is beyond the clearing at the old ferrying place above the falls. I
considered building thru but the land was cut over for pulp and suitable building material was
very scattering and as you know we had to carry the logs. I’m sorry it escaped your notice on
your trip through and that I cannot give you the exact distance from the bridge my guess is about
1/3 of a mile.
November 27, 1935. John P. Fox, Executive Secretary, Murray Hill Association, New York,
to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
My brother George’s wife, who is spending the winter with me in Maplewood, showed me your
letter of November 30th in regard to photographs taken in Maine by George H. Hallowell, the
artist, and 1 have volunteered to answer your letter.
This summer, when in Andover, I went over all my brother’s prints and negatives, and found a
great many photographs which he and Mr. Hallowell had taken in Maine. There were so many
that I did not know what to do with them, and so left the disposition until another summer. If I
had only known of your interest in them, I would have brought them back with me, but, as it is,
they are rather inaccessible until next Summer. I should be only too glad to make a set of
enlargements of the films, after knowing which you would like.
Are you likely to be in Andover next summer? I am hoping to be there during July and August,
and if you could only be there for only a day, it would be possible to look through the negatives
or prints, and see what you would like. If you are not likely to be there, I can bring all the
pictures back with me, and make enlargements here at home, which you can choose from.
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I should be interested to know just what kind of views you want. Is it simply pictures of
lumbering operations, or would like photographs of camps and camping as well? Do you want
any views of mountains, and do you want views of things in and around Andover, or simply in
the Katahdin region?
I am very much interested in the Appalachian Trail, as made a map of western Maine for the
Appalachian Mountain Club, at the instance of Arthur Comey, about ten years ago. Last summer
I tried to learn something about the plans of the trail through the Andover region, but the men
who were working on it did not spend much time in the town, and I did not see any of them. I
have a cousin, Harry Chandler, who expects to spend a good deal of time in Andover from now
on, and who wanted to get in touch with the Trail officials. Possibly you may have met him at
my brother’s house this Fall.
Let me know of anything I can do, either here or in Andover.
November 29, 1935. Ernest Lamb, Brookline, Mass., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of the 20th., did not reach me until the 22nd., and as you stated that you would he in
Boston between that date and the 26th., I have delayed answering until today.
I was very sorry not to see you and wish to thank you very much for the map of the White Cap
Region. It certainly is a fine piece of work, and as we have had two horseback trips through this
section I am naturally very much interested.
I do hope that I may have the pleasure of seeing you here in Boston, sometime in the near future,
as I have several ideas which I should like to take up with you in regard to foot and horseback
trails through this section.
November 30, 1935. Charles T. Russ, President, Colby Outing Club, to Harold Bailey,
President, Bates College Outing Club
Dear Mr. Bailey:
I've been somewhat delayed in answering your letter due to circumstances. I appreciate your
writing especially since we are just getting under way on what will be our second season.
In regard to the Appalachian Trail we are looking over the ground to see where we can fit into
the picture. I like your suggestion that we both cooperate in this work. I can see no reason why
that couldn't be easily arranged.
I'm sorry that I could not be in Augusta. 1 would like to get together with you sometime. It will
be just as easy for me to get down to Lewiston as it will be for you to come up here to Waterville
so suppose I drop down some week end. Just let me know if that won't be convenient and we can
set some other time. I'll wait for your reply before making a set date.
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We’ve just completed a Thanksgiving Day trip up Squaw Mt. That was the first major
undertaking of our club this season. At Christmas time we are going over to the Adirondacks.
Why can't we get together on that? Perhaps you'd like to send some of your men along with us
and we'll make this an intercollegiate affair. It's to be a five day trip leaving here the eighteenth.
I'll send you the whole dope if you are interested.
We're developing skiing as much as we can this year. This is something new at Colby but we've
gotten off to a big start and intend to go places before the year is over.
My friend Jimmy Carpenter in the D. 0. C. is sending me a copy of the Dartmouth constitution
but I'd appreciate having one of yours too.
Ski heil,
cc:

Mr. Myron T. Avery
Mr. James Sewall

December 1, 1935. Harold Bailey, Bates College Outing Club, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Just a word to let you know the Bates Club has not forgotten you or the work you want us to do
on the AT.
I wrote the President of the Colby Outing Club some time ago, but as yet I have not received an
answer. In writing him I suggested that the Maine Outing Clubs ought to get together and have a
combined trip over some part of the completed AT this year, and I also suggested that perhaps
the combined clubs might be able to take trip to cut or paint part of the trail. Of course that
would depend on a lot of circumstances.
Dr. Sawyer and I went to Augusta the other day to appear before the Maine Development
Commission in the interests of winter sports. Men from all over the state were there, and at this
meeting a Winter Sports Association of Maine was formed.
At this hearing Dr. Sawyer gave a very fine speech in favor of the AT and pointed out that Maine
already has a fine ski trail in the completed sections of the AT. A man from the state forestry
department supported him in that point.
Representatives from U. of Maine and Bowdoin were there, and so we had the chance to corner
them and suggest future work by the clubs. Ted Curtis, Athletic Director at Maine, was heartily
in favor of combined trips over the AT, and I think we can get the other clubs to come along also.
Bowdoin has got the Alpine climbing bug now.
Shall do my best to get cooperation from the other Maine clubs in the future. My only wish is
that this was not my last year at Bates!
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{Copy Sewall, Heermance, Greene, Flynt}
December 2, 1935. Raymond Savage to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Have been away for two weeks, on returning found letter from you. So will give you description
of trail the best I can on maps. I haven’t any Booklets. They are all over to C.C.C. camp. Have
marked off on route mileage between important points. There is no place to stop over between
East Carry Pond and Ledge House. Left hand trail after leaving Pierce Pond takes you over
Bates Ridge to East Carry Pond Camps. You will see that I have marked off 1. mi. west of
Round Top that has not been finished yet.
Hope this information will let you finish your guide book.
December 2, 1935. James W. Sewall to Harold Bailey, Bates College Outing Club
Dear Mr. Bailey:
I have your letter of the 1 inst. and am glad that you are getting these different colleges thinking
about maintaining the trail. Incidently we shall have to get special permission next year to build
any Blue Trails as the Regional Inspector has ruled that all work must be confined to the main
Appalachian Trail only. It may be necessary that Mr. Avery help us out in this permission at
Washington. If, however, the Maine Clubs could handle the Blue Trails we would not have to do
anything. My personal feeling is that the Blue trails are an important part of the system and
should be developed.
I think that it is pretty late to try to do anything this winter because there is snow and hard
traveling in the high country but if you can get some coordination of the four college clubs
perfected so that we could lay out definite sections for them next summer it would be well worth
while.
Is it possible to get the presidents of the four clubs, providing that Bowdoin and Colby can be
organized, together and really sit down to a definite determination of just what parts of the trail
each college should be interested in? I would be very glad to meet with you and the other
presidents at any time and at any place on due notice.
cc: Myron T. Avery
December 2, 1935. Harrie Coe, Maine Publicity Bureau, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am mailing you a copy of our Hotel, Camp and Farm Board booklet. You will find the camp at
Bemis under that heading and the one at Long Pond, Eothen Lodge and Log Cabins, under the
heading of Rangeley. Miss Zimmerman’s winter address is 740 Gerald Avenue, Bronx, N. Y. C.
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Maine Highway #17 goes only as far as Houghton and the new highway from Houghton into the
Rangeley region will not be open for traffic until another year. Packards Camps are on Rangeley
Lake at South Rangeley, and they are shown under that heading.
December 3, 1935. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
My Dear Avery:
George Gruhn's appointment is still held up by the Governor and his Council, so I am wondering
just what you want to do regarding the letterhead.
While this matter is being given consideration, I am taking the liberty of making a new set-up of
the letterhead as the old one is none too pleasing in my opinion.
Regarding the back of the letterhead, I doubt if the cut which you used in the first edition of the
Guide Book would be appropriate for the purpose. Would not a better idea be to work out a large
map of the State showing the Appalachian Trail somewhat in detail after the style of the cut you
are using on your Appalachian Trail Conference letterhead? This could be printed in a tint of ink
so that it would not show through and become objectionable in any way.
Enclosed you will find my subscription for the new Guide Book when it is issued in January.
I shall be interested to see the manuscript as soon as Mr. Greaton returns it to you.
December 3, 1935. Charles Warner to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
The copy of “Trails Magazine” received to-day, so I am confirmed in my expectation that you
made your connection all right the other evening and were at home as per schedule.
Shall enjoy looking over the magazine and shall probably get from it some suggestions that will
be useful.
I am sending you herewith check for 100.00 as per our previous conversations. I hope it will
come in handy at this time.
Thanking you for your interest in my proposed California trip and with best wishes for the
Holiday Season.
December 4, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
I am enclosing a self-explanatory copy of letter of November 26th from Mr. Flynt. I thought that
you would want to survey the situation and determine whether or not there are any phases of the
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Trail work which you feel it would be advisable to submit to the W.P.A. Administrator. You, of
course, have fully in mind your plans for the C.C .C. for next year and, knowing the local angles,
can determine whether there is anything of advantage which can be done in this connection. If
you feel that there is, we shall be governed accordingly. I think it well, however, for us to take
advantage of any opportunities.
The Rangeley Camp writes that it has received the supplies sent to them. I am awaiting the Trail
data for the Arnold Trail from Mr. Savage; when that is received, the Guidebook will go to press.
I think that this covers the Trail matters to date.
You will be interested to know that the Maine Appalachian Trail Club is arranging to have a very
extensive exhibit at the Sportsmen's Shows at Boston, Hartford and New York. When at Boston
last week, I made the preliminary arrangements in this connection. We will have about 100 feet
of space and will feature the Guidebooks, maps and literature on the Maine Trail, together with
such trail clearing tools and equipment as it is possible to exhibit.
1 have sent to you, under separate cover, copies of various letters which will be of interest to you.
cc Mr. Flynt
December 4, 1935. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
We have been thinking about the desirability of issuing some newspaper releases on the Trail
work in Maine. It seems to me that an excellent story would be the results of the C.C.C. work.
This is best summarized in the carbon of an article which we are going to submit to IN THE
MAINE WOODS for 1936, along with 2 other stories. It contains the facts on the Trail route and,
to avoid re-writing it, I enclose carbon of the story.
The other will be a story on the Guidebook, which should be out within a month. The first part of
the prospectus contains the essential facts, and I have thought that the newspaper release might
contain practically this matter--that is, the narrative part of the prospectus, dressed up in
newspaper style.
Would you feel disposed to take this material and put it in the form which you think would have
the best chance of being published? If you will send back an exact copy, we can have it run off
and sent to the newspapers, using our own mailing list and that which you furnished; the
envelopes are already addressed.
Would you advise including both stories in one envelope, or have the releases go out at an
interval?
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We feel that, by reason of your newspaper experience, we can get the best results by furnishing
the facts to you in a rough form and having you dress it up in a form which would be of the
greatest interest to the newspapers.
I presume you are still holding up the letterhead until the matter of the Maine Forest
Commissioner is finally determined.
December 4, 1935. Myron Avery to M. C. Linscott, Maine Highway Commission
Dear Mr. Linscott:
I duly received year letter of November 17, 1935 and the maps sent under separate cover.
I have plotted on the large scale map the route of the Appalachian Trail--both completed and
uncompleted--and the major side trails. I have sent this back to you by separate cover and trust
that I have made the data clear. I have also indicated the names of a number of very prominent
mountains.
I realize, of course, that it is a matter for which the Highway Commission is not at fault, and I am
not expressing any criticism when I say that this map is unfortunately most incomplete as far as
the rivers and lakes are concerned. You will note this in comparison with our large scale map of
the Trail of Katahdin to Blanchard, which is enclosed.
The branches from the G.N.P. Road now extend to B Pond and to the outlet of Big Lyford Pond.
I have indicated the extension, which shows on the two enclosed maps.
When our Guidebook is finally issued, we will try to bear in mind to send you a copy, but
suggest that you check with us in a month and a half if you do not receive it.
December 4, 1935. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
I found your most welcome letter of November 26th on my return to Washington. A carbon of
my letter of this date to Mr. Sewall will explain what I have done in this connection.
You will have noticed that the Trail route - with some errors due to relocations - now appears on
the Socony map of New England. I have obtained copies of the Highway map of Maine and
within the next week, as soon as the Trail route can be plotted, I will send you a map which will
form the basis for making other maps and perhaps can be deposited with the Planning Board or
the Development Commission.
You will note from the carbon of my letter to Mr. Greaton that I am having considerable
difficulty in obtaining the return of the manuscript or the photographs. If you would have an
opportunity to ask his Secretary to make a thorough search, it might result in turning up the
documents.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

356

[The last paragraph was crossed out by hand in the file copy.]
December 4, 1935. Myron Avery to John P. Fox
Dear Mr. Fox:
I am very much indebted to you for your letter of November 27, 1936, and I appreciate the
interest which you have shown.
I have sent to you, under separate cover, a Guidebook which indicates the proposed trail route
and several publications relative to the Trail. I had thought that you could pass some of this data
on to Mr. Chandler, to whom your letter refers as wishing to get in touch with the Trail officials.
The Trail in this section is being developed by the C.C.C. and, next year, they expect to finish
from the Andover-South Arm Road to Grafton Notch. The work there is under the supervision of
Ray Viles, Superintendent of the Rangeley C.C.C. Camp. If there is any more information which
I can supply along these lines, I shall be very glad to do so.
My plans for next summer are very uncertain, but I hope to cover this section of the Trail, which
might put me in Andover. I regard the Hallowell photographs as having considerable value in
recording the geographic and lumbering history of the Katahdin region. It is hard to specify
exactly the type of photograph which we would want. I suppose the most satisfactory procedure
would be for me to look at the negatives or such prints as are available. Our funds are decidedly
limited, and before we made arrangements to obtain enlargements, it might be very desirable to
select those which would be the most valuable. In general, we are trying to get anything of
geographical, pictorial or lumbering interest. I realize that this covers a broad field.
Under the circumstances, I suppose that there is nothing for us to do but to let the matter rest
until next summer. If it does not seem that I will be in Andover while you are there, perhaps it
would to possible for you to send to us a set of the existing prints, or bring the negatives to New
York where I might examine them, as I am frequently in New York.
Both Mr. Draper and I very much appreciate your interest and offer of assistance.
December 6, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of the 4th inst. with regard particularly to W.P.A. work on the Appalachian
Trail.
At this difficult time of year and with the long distances to be encountered from settlements, and
with the difficulty of properly over-seeing such work I advise against it. I do not think we would
get anywhere.
{Copy Flynt, Greene}

A
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December 7, 1935. Myron Avery to Charles Warner
Dear Charlie:
I have your letter of December 3, 1935, enclosing check made out to the Treasurer of the Maine
A.T. Club, in the amount of $100.00. As a matter of formality, I want to acknowledge its receipt-that it is an underwriting of the Second Edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
IN MAINE and that this amount is to be returned to you from the proceeds of the sales of the
books. This will permit our heirs, executors, administrators and assigns to understand the
transaction, for the way my shoulder feels today, I will need one soon.
I had dictated a letter to you an hour ago, saying that I would be in Boston the latter part of
December. I have just had a telephone call, postponing this case. It will come up again, I trust, at
a more pleasant time of the year.
Let me know how your California plans progress, so that we can be of help in any way possible.
cc Miss Kempt
cc Treasurer, Me. A.T. Club
December 10, 1935. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
I have your letter of December 3rd. I am certainly puzzled to know what to do about the
letterhead. The newspaper items which I have seen indicate that Mr. Gruhn will not be appointed.
Hence, I think we will have to wait a little longer. We will be glad to see the new set-up of the
letterhead, and appreciate your interest. I have already sent to you a map on which the route of
the Trail is plotted, and if you think it practicable to work out a cut for the back of the letterhead,
this would be a fine contribution. What do you have in mind in the way of getting it made?
I have sent your check for the second edition of the Guidebook to the Treasurer and you will be
very sure to receive a copy. We are on the last lap, the data for the alternate Arnold Trail having
come in.
The manuscript has just come back from Mr. Greaton. I am having it recopied and brought up-todate, and I will then forward it to you, together with photographs. I should be very glad to have
your comments in that connection.
December 11, 1935. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
At the end of a week out of the Planning Board office while waiting for acceptance of the
Planning Board project by W.P.A., I find your letter of December 4.
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Thanks for sending the article to be printed “In the Maine Woods, '36.” This and the Guide Book
prospectus, a copy which Mr. Schairer sent me, I will work up into newspaper releases for you
and mail as soon as possible. It will be impossible either this week or next but can get this out by
the 27th or 28th of this month if that will be time enough for your needs.
We heard yesterday officially that the Planning Board project is acceptable so the good work that
the Planning Board is doing will be continued until July 1936, at least.
I suggest that each newspaper release be mailed separately, at least a week apart, 10 days, if
possible. Enclosed is my letter to Mr. Schairer relative to the letterhead, also a proof of the new
set-up for your criticism.
December 11, 1935. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks for sending the Socony map with corrections.
I shall be interested to receive the highway map with the trail route re-plotted for use at the
Planning Board and will take this up with the Maine Development Commission unless you are
contacting them direct.
I had lunch with Mr. Swett today and he expressed himself as heartily in favor of all the
Appalachian Trail Conference is doing in Maine. Apparently the carbon of your letter to me
which you mailed to Mr. Swett came up for discussion at the Development meeting because Mr.
Greaton mentioned it at this office yesterday and said the members resented your inference that
Mr. Greaton was “side-stepping the issue.” I wish you would somehow smooth this out as Mr.
Greaton is, I believe, doing all he can to help create a more sympathetic attitude on the part of
the members of the Commission, one or two of whom are not any too enthusiastic in cooperating
with the Conference.
I am convinced, from my talk with Greaton, that he was not stalling and wants to do all that he
can to help but the Commission has so many demands to meet that with a limited appropriation it
is exceedingly difficult to satisfy all parties.
December 12, 1935. Ray Viles, Chief Foreman, Rangeley C.C.C. Camp to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
In answer to your inquiry as to whether the description of the Trail is OK or not.
To the best of my acknowledge [sic] the description is OK.
There is one thing I would like to bring to your attention. At 8 1/10 miles from Route 17 where it
passes by the old dam and sluice way, I will probably make a change next spring. If I do, I will
notify you as to what the changes are.
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December 15, 1935. Harold Bailey, Bates College Outing Club, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
A week ago yesterday Mr. Charles T. Russ, President of the Colby Outing Club, paid me a visit
of several hours.
Besides showing him our equipment and explaining our set-up, we talked over the possibility of
doing work on the A.T. and running trips on the already completed sections of the Trail. He was
very enthusiastic about both, and there should be definite results from the meeting.
In a previous letter I told you that Mr. Sewall had expressed his willingness the meet the
Presidents of the four Maine College outing clubs. On hearing this, Mr. Russ has kindly invited
those representatives to be the guests of the Colby Outing Club at Waterville whenever that
meeting can be arranged. Certainly that would be a central location.
To-day I am writing Mr. Curtis, Faculty Advisor to the U. of M. Club, and to the President of
Bowdoin 0. C., in hopes that this meeting can be held in the early part of 1936.
Several things should result from the gathering. It should bind the Maine Clubs together more
firmly, more joint trips will probably be taken, making these trips on the A.T. could be
emphasized, and Mr. Sewall could actually map out definite sections of the Trail or the side trails
that we could maintain.
Shall keep you informed of whatever develops.
{Copy Sewall, Flynt, Greene, Heermance}
December 16, 1935. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
I have your letter of December 11th, in which you were kind enough to tell me that, at a meeting
of the Maine Development Commission, it was suggested that I had inferred that "Mr. Greaton
was sidestepping the issue.” I am greatly astonished, for I know of nothing to warrant any such
statement. This is one of those meaningless general charges as to which it is impossible to be
specific. In the first place, I do not know what can he meant by "the issue”. Naturally, I would
not be expressing any criticism of Mr. Greaton to his employers. Any such suggestion will have
to he dismissed as sheer imagination,
I did not know Mr. Greaton, or of his connection with the Development Commission until our
very brief interview at Augusta in July, which was arranged by you. At that time, I asked Mr.
Greaton to propose to the Development Commission the publication of a free booklet on the
Appalachian Trail. We sent the manuscript and the photographs to him. I thought that this
proposed publication was of a very high order and right in line with the Commission’s program.
Only recently, the manuscript was returned to me, after Mr. Greaton had advised me some time

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

360

ago that lack of finances prevented the assistance of the Commission. I did notice that, a little
while later, Mr. Greaton was able to assure the ski clubs that the Commission would print for
them a publication on the ski trails in Maine.
The second matter, discussed with Mr. Greaton, which has been pending for over a half year,
was our request that the Development Commission purchase 100 copies of our 260-page Second
Edition of the Maine Guidebook. The prospectus for this has been issued. I might say that I could
have expected a definite answer on this within the half-year period which has elapsed, but we
have come to the conclusion that any assistance from the Development Commission is beyond
realization and we are simply delaying the book until we get sufficient advance orders to take the
place of the assistance which we asked of the Commission. In other words, while we have waited
six months for an answer, we assumed at the time when we made the request, that it would be
"no". Therefore, I am completely at a loss to know how there could be any suggestion coming
from me that Mr. Greaton was sidestepping any issue. I recall that I did write a very frank letter
to Mr. Greaton, copy of which was sent you, in which I asked him if he could not advise us as to
the nature of our shortcomings or the deficiencies in the project which would account for the
incomprehensible seeming lack of support of the Development Commission. To this, Mr.
Greaton wrote me a very pleasant letter, stating the interest of the Development Commission, in
the Club’s (?) accomplishments and regretting the lack of available financial assistance. As the
appropriation has been larger than usual, if this is the situation, there seems little hope. A copy of
this letter went to Mr. Schnurle, but as Mr. Schnurle has never responded to any of my
communications with respect to the Trail project, I am perhaps warranted in assuming that he did
not notice the copy.
From this rather long explanation, in spite of the delay in the two matters to which I have alluded,
you will note that there is nothing which I have done which could lay the basis for any
suggestion that I have criticized Mr. Greaton. Naturally my efforts should be to develop
cooperation and not to create antagonism. If, through the medium of a copy of this letter to Mr.
Greaton, or in any other manner this groundless source of irritation can be dissipated, I should be
very pleased to cooperate in any way. Please advise me.
cc Greene, Sewall
December 16, 1935. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
Thank you for your two letters of December 11th and the enclosure of the same date to Dr.
Schairer. I mailed to you today 2 carbons of the manuscript for the booklet on the Trail in Maine,
together with the photographs. This was so that you could give me an estimate on the cost of
turning out this booklet. You also suggested that you would be glad to take up the matter with
Ex-Governor Baxter. Of course, we should be very pleased to have you do this.
We would like to know what it would cost to issue such a booklet on the chance that, in some
way. It might become possible.
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I have returned to Mr. Linscott, of the Highway Commission, the large scale map with the Trail
plotted on it. I was under the impression that I sent to you also, one of the printed State Highway
maps with the Trail route indicated, as well as the Socony Map of New England. If I did not, I
am afraid that 1 shall have to suggest that you see Mr. Linscott. We shall be very glad to have
you do what can be done with the Planning Board and the Development Commission in the way
of getting the Trail route plotted on their publications. As you are in Augusta and the data are
there, it can be most effectively handled this way.
As we are having a considerable rush at the end of this month, it would be more satisfactory to us
to get out the releases early in January and we will follow your suggestion as to mailing them ten
days apart.
We have sent to IN THE MAINE WOODS, two impressionistic stories on the Trail in Maine, as
well as my story on the progress made in 1936. We have an extremely good set of photographs
to illustrate these articles.
With respect to the letterhead, Taylor’s name is "Helon", not "Helen". I like the latest design and
have no other suggestions.
I am glad to note that you can take care of sending the stationery direct to Taylor, Sawyer,
Stubbs and Sewall. I think that it is advisable to hold the matter up until the Forest Commissioner
appointment is definitely settled, unless it seems to promise to drag out too long.
Schairer has spoken to me about the matter of a return address on the envelope for the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. This presents problem. Naturally, the organization should have an
address on both the letterhead and the envelope but the problem involves complications. If we
use the address of the headquarters of the Trail Conference at Washington, any returned mall
could be easily taken care of, but I think it would be highly undesirable to have a Washington
address for the Club. Would this be feasible--to use the address of Augusta, Maine, and to have
an arrangement with the postal authorities and the City Directory, whereby any mail sent to that
address would come to you and you could forward it to us here? This would take care of returned,
incorrectly addressed matter, etc. We shall be guided by what you think is the most expeditious
way of handling the matter.
For reasons which will be apparent to you, I am writing a letter to you in keeping with your
suggestion with respect to Mr. Greaton and the Maine Development Commission. When you
receive it, you can determine whether you think it is advisable to show the letter to Mr. Greaton
or to pass it on to members of the Development Commission. If you prefer, I will revise it.
While I regard the Development Commission situation as almost hopeless, I certainly am not
going to deliberately create antagonism; however, this inference is so entirely made up of whole
cloth that it is difficult to answer it.
I think this covers all of the matters.
December 17, 1935. Myron Avery to Arthur G. Staples, Editor, The Lewiston Journal

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

362

Dear Mr. Staples:
I have read, with much interest, your editorial in the December 10, 1935 issue of The Lewiston
Journal on “Need of a Special Guidebook of Maine Mountains", in which your correspondent,
apparently a member of the Maine Development Commission, very strongly urges the value to
Maine of a guidebook of the trails and mountains in the state. I note, with further interest, the
suggestion that the "descriptive matter should include a separate chapter on the Appalachian
Trail from Atlanta to Katahdin, with detail on the sections lying in Maine and New Hampshire”.
We are told by historians that Napoleon found, to his amazement and humiliation, within 15
miles of Fontainebleau, a woodcutter who had never heard of the French Revolution or of
Napoleon. I must admit that we, who have been endeavoring to publicize, for the past three years,
the 265-mile Maine Section - completed except for 40 miles -of The Appalachian Trail,
extending 2050 miles from Katahdin to Mt. Oglethorpe in Georgia, have experienced something
of the same sensation in reading this most commendable suggestion. The fact is that this "need"
has been filled for the past two years. In 1933, The Appalachian Trail Conference issued GUIDE
TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. The project and the book itself received
favorable attention from The Lewiston Journal. Except that it might cause some embarrassment
to your correspondent, we would mention that this guidebook, together with various periodical
newspaper releases were gratuitously sent to all members of the Maine Development
Commission. We can only assume a most serious miscarriage of mail matter accounts for the
seeming ignorance of your correspondent of the existence of these publications. This first edition
comprised 72 pages.
Continuing its work in publicizing its contribution to Maine's recreational development, The
Appalachian Trail Conference has distributed 1,000 copies of an advance prospectus,
announcing the second edition with 250 pages of Guidebook data, including eight maps. A copy
of the prospectus is enclosed. This book is three times as large as the first edition. The features of
this Guidebook are fully set forth in the preliminary statement in the prospectus and I need not
repeat them here. We feel sure that an inspection of the book will convince you that it merits
equal rank with the Appalachian Mountain Club's Guidebook, which is suggested as a model.
This volume has grown beyond expectations when the shoe-string arrangements for its financing
were originally made. It is being underwritten by interested individuals, to be recouped from
sales. The Maine Development Commission was asked in July to purchase 100 copies, in order
to make the publication of this book immediately possible. Had the Commission assisted in this
matter, we would not have been forced to wait for sufficient advance orders to defray the cost of
the publication; the book would be immediately available.
1 am enclosing two copies of the prospectus, with the suggestion that one copy be forwarded to
your correspondent.
I may say further that, in our efforts to publicize the Trail in Maine, we submitted, in July 1935,
to the Maine Development Commission, an illustrated descriptive booklet on The Appalachian
Trail in Maine. This would be printed for free distribution. This booklet is of a type similar to the
publication, MT. KATAHDIN IN MAINE, which I wrote for the Maine Development
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Commission and which was referred to in one of your recent editorials in connection with the
purchase of additional land at Katahdin for Park purposes. Unfortunately, the Commission
advised us that no funds were available.
While it may be urged that The Appalachian Trail does not cover all of Maine’s mountains, yet, I
would point out that the trail description includes over fifty peaks along a well-marked and
maintained scenic super-trail of an outstanding order. There are, of course, some interesting
peaks not on the Appalachian Trail but, such as are accessible, are very few in comparison with
the peaks along the Trail route.
1 am enclosing copies of three newspaper releases relating to trail activity in Maine. 1 appreciate
that the length of this letter and the voluminous nature of the enclosures may, to some degree,
defeat my purpose in acquainting you with the progress made--and our difficulties. Your
editorial suggestions command much attention and your commendation of the accomplishments
of The Trail Conference in Maine would be of very considerable assistance. Therefore, I trust
that you will be disposed to aid this project by making use of the material sent you.
1 am sending a copy of this letter to one of the directors of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
Professor W. H. Sawyer, Jr., of Bates College, and to our Publicity Director, Roy H. Flynt,
Augusta, Maine, with the hope that either one or both will be able to call on you in this
connection.
If you will be good enough to assure me that this matter reaches you personally, there are other
phases of this matter which I should be glad to have you know of.
December 17, 1935. W. A. Hennessy, Bangor Chamber of Commerce, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Enclosed is the proof of one of your stories. The other will be sent to you shortly. Owing to the
fact that all our matter for the 1936 book was in the hands of the printer when we received your
contribution I regret that we shall be able to use only two of them. You will recall that a year ago
you said that you would have no contribution for the 1936 issue so after that ultimatum I
hesitated to call upon you. Needless to say we are very glad to have your articles.
December 17, 1935. Roger L. Scaife, VP, Little, Brown & Co., to Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery:
We are sending to you under separate cover, with our compliments, a specially bound copy of
the 1936 edition of THE OLD FARMER'S ALMANAC.
We greatly appreciate your contribution to this issue.
The Almanac is now on sale at all the usual outlet and present indications point to a larger
distribution than in any other year.
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December 17, 1935. Myron Avery to Wilfred Hennessy
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
Will you be good enough to let me know that you have received three articles, map and
accompanying photographs which I sent to you for use in the 1936 IN THE MAINE WOODS,
and that proof will be sent to us in due course?
For your convenience, I am enclosing an addressed stamped envelope.
December 17, 1935. Myron Avery to Little, Brown & Co.
Gentlemen:
You will recall that, at your request, I sent to you, for use in the Maine edition of the 1936 Old
Farmers Almanac, an article on the progress of the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
Will you kindly send to Mr. H. G. Avery, Lubec, Maine, 2 copies of this edition?
December 17, 1935. Myron Avery to Harold Bailey, Bates College Outing Club
Dear Mr. Bailey:
Your letter of December 15th is certainly extremely good news. You are making splendid
progress in getting the Maine Clubs together and we are very much indebted to you.
My Boston case, listed for late December, was put over. This may be to our advantage, as it will
perhaps bring me to New England at a season when the lantern slides can be shown. If there is
any possible way, I shall certainly attend the meeting of the Clubs and I wish you would keep me
advised. It may be that I will at least have some work which will bring me as far as New York.
1 am sending a copy of your letter to Messrs. Sewall, Flynt, Greene and Heermance, as they will
be much interested in the developments and possibly Mr. Sewall or Mr. Flynt can attend the
meeting.
We are now going to press with our 250-page Guidebook. I have sent Mr. Sawyer a copy of the
map we have just made of western Maine. It has the C Pond Bluff Trail on it.
About the first of the year, we shall be sending a report to all members of the Trail Conference
and I shall certainly include the Maine developments.
I am counting on your keeping me informed.
cc: Sewall, Flynt, Greene, Heermance
December 17, 1935. Myron Avery to The Call Studio, Dexter, Maine
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Gentlemen:
Will you kindly send to me, with bill, one 8 by 10 soft finish photo of Boarstone, your Number
B-24-0-52. We wish to use this photograph in an exhibition of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
at the Sportsmen’s Show at Boston, New York and Hartford. If you have other photographs of
scenes along the Trail route which you would like to have included in this exhibition, with a
notation that they are your photographs, we would be very glad to include them. We have
referred to the Boarstone photograph, for which we expect to pay you, because it is particularly
striking.
Will you kindly advise me if you have obtained, during the past two years, any new photographs
of the Maine woods, particularly along the Trail route or in the Katahdin region.
December 18, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
I appreciate your forwarding the clipping from the Lewiston Journal. I am hoping that the action
I took in that connection may be productive of some benefit and publicity.
I note that the Forest Commissioner appointment is still unsettled.
Some time ago, 1 sent you a list of the lean-tos on the Trail route and asked just what was
required to make them official public campsites. I am sure that you will agree with me that we
ought not to leave this loophole, and whatever is necessary to make the new lean-tos built by the
C.C.C. public campsites approved by the Forestry Department, should be done. Is it a matter of
putting up the customary Forest Service signs? If so, can you have instructions given to the local
wardens to do this, or we can arrange to have it done next summer.
As you know, the Appalachian Mountain Club has had, for a number of years in Maine, three
lean-tos on the Mahoosuc Trail west of Old Speck, which forms a part of the Appalachian Trail.
These were built by permission of the Brown Company. They were not included in my list
through an oversight. They are at Old Speck Pond, Goose Mountain and Carlo. Hikers have been
using these structures for many years without being aware of the fact that they were violating the
Maine statutes.
I shall appreciate hearing from you in this connection, as I am sure you will agree with me that
whatever steps are necessary, should be taken.
I appreciate your keeping we informed of developments.
cc Greene, Sewall
December 18, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert Maxcy
Dear Mr. Maxcy:
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I assume that you duly received my letter and the two-color map of the Whitecap region. I am
wondering if you made your proposed trip and if you obtained any photographs. I wish you
would let me know.
We are issuing a 250-page Guidebook to the Trail, with 8 additional maps, and we should like to
keep in touch with you so as to know of any photographs you obtain along the Trail route.
1 am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Greene.
December 20, 1935. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
My dear Avery:
This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of December 10 and the two letters dated December
16.
Regarding the letterhead, I think a decision will be made shortly by the Governor's Council on
the Forest Commissioner appointment. Regarding the back of the letterhead, I shall need to give
this more study before expressing an opinion. If this can be worked out without too much cost it
would be an effective presentation and the cut could be used for other purposes in gaining
publicity for the Trail.
I am in receipt of the manuscript for the booklet on the "Trail in Maine," together with the
photograph. This material I shall take to Lewiston, Friday, to attempt to see Mr. Staples with Mr.
Sawyer, following the suggestion accompanying the carbon copy of your letter to Mr. Staples
dated December 17.
The first of next week I hope to be able to send you an estimate of the cost of printing the
booklet on the "Trail in Maine."
I think your idea of having the envelope bear an Augusta, Maine return address would be
practical. Either I could handle it, or Robert Stubbs in my absence. Robert was in to see me at the
Planning Board this afternoon and we had a long talk about many matters connected with the
Trail. Bob urged me to see Mr. Sawyer and Mr. Staples regarding publicity and, if possible, to
take up with the Gannett papers the matter of publicity for the Trail with pictures to accompany
special articles in January. If I have time in Portland, tomorrow, I will drop in to see ExGovernor Baxter regarding assistance in the publication of the booklet on the Trail in Maine.
Regarding the Greaton matter. I think it would be best to let the matter drop. I am quite sure that
the matter came up at a meeting of the Development Commission when Mr. Swett showed either
a carbon of a letter that you wrote to me, sending him a duplicate or carbon copy, or read a letter
that you sent him. Perhaps some of us Maine fellows can get the Development Commission to
show more cooperation. I talked this over with Robert Stubbs today. I shall be interested to read
the article to appear in "In the Maine Woods."
December 20, 1935. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
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My dear Avery:
Had a long talk with Professor Sawyer this forenoon at his house regarding Maine Development,
Stobie, Planning Board, AT, proposed new Trail Booklet and kindred matters. Following our talk
we visited Arthur Staples at his office. He mentioned receiving your letter and said he had turned
it over to a reporter on the Lewiston Sun who was the one who wrote the article that appeared in
his JUST TALKS. He will undoubtedly communicate with you, Mr. Staples said. He is interested
in the Appalachian Trail and also interested in publicity for the other mountains in Maine not
included in the trail. He suggested that Prof. Sawyer and I contact Mr. Atwood (I believe that
was the name) regarding publicity for the trail and for the Trail Book if the Club should decide to
print it. Prof. Sawyer will see Stanley Atwood as he knows him well, Atwood having been a
student at Bates, show him the Trail Book manuscript and pictures and then mail same to me to
estimate cost of the Book.
I took the Trail Book manuscript to Portland and had a fine talk with H. J. Tewksbury, one of the
editors of the Portland Sunday Telegram. He would like to use a "story" with pictures of the trail
whether you print the book or not. He will also give publicity to the Appalachian trail work in
general. This really is a fine contact as the Telegram has 200,000 readers in Maine. With the
Lewiston Journal and telegram, we should get fine coverage.
Later, I shall contact Atwood, as arranged with Prof. Sawyer, and work out publicity for the Sun
and Journal. Atwood is an ardent lover of mountain climbing and should be a member of the
Maine AT.
Prof. Sawyer thinks we may be able to contact members of the Development Commission a little
later and perhaps get them to take a number of the new Guide books; also to interest them in the
general trail work in Maine.
December 20, 1935. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have carefully read the carbon you sent to me relating to the western section of the A.T. In
Section 6, Me. Highway 4 to East Madrid Road, on page 3, line 5, it says "to left it is 3.2 miles to
Farmington”. The typist evidently left out a figure, probably 6, so it should read 36.2 .
The map is O.K., including two notations I have added. Bailey asks if he may have a copy of the
same, provided an extra one is available.
Mr. Flynt came here from Augusta this morning and I went with him to see Mr. Staples. The
latter says that the "Just Talks” in question was suggested and in fact written by Mr. Atwood of
the Sun, which is affiliated with the Journal. Mr. Staples was not in a particularly interested or
receptive mood and I think we made no progress there, at least for the present. Mr. Atwood spent
two hours with me this evening, going over the material you had sent Mr. Flynt, (which he left
with me temporarily for that purpose) and talking about climbing mountains, which he likes and
has done quite extensively in Maine and New Hampshire. He says that the idea of publishing a
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booklet on Maine mountains is his own, and did not come from the Development Commission.
He expressed willingness to print anything we can give him on the A.T. that is news, and will
ask Mr. Staples of the Journal if he will run a "Just Talks" on the A.T. If you will let me know
exactly what you want, I think we can get cooperation from both local papers. Mrs. Whitney,
who has charge of the Saturday supplement of the Journal is herself much interested in mountain
climbing and hiking and would, I feel sure, run an extensive article on the A.T., with pictures, if
that is desired.
December 20, 1935. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
That was a nice letter you wrote to Mr. Staples and 1 think you will get some results from it. Mr.
Staples is on the Maine Development Commission also, and he is pretty sarcastic some times
about its management. Personally, I think those fellows in that little office sit very close together,
and try to keep all of their pet publicity much within their own reach, fearing lest they lose any
credit which may or may not be due to them. My idea is that a Development board of that sort
should be more of a steering committee.
I called on Roy Flynt yesterday morning, and he said he was driving to Lewiston where he would
pick up Mr. Sawyer, if possible, and call on Mr. Staples with whom he is acquainted. I suggested
that he take along the manuscript for the "Silver Trail" and show that to Staples.
With reference to the lean-tos on the trail, we can get them properly indicated on the ground with
signs and in the camp site folder this spring. I will attend to this if I am still here.
I think, as those lean-tos on the Mahoosuc Trail were established with the permission of the
Brown Company, it would be a good idea to find this permission, if you have a written record of
it, before we approach Mr. King. I do not know whether Mr. King knows that people have been
stopping at these lean-tos or not.
Wishing you a merry Christmas and a happy, Prosperous New Year,
December 20, 1935. Stanley B. Atwood, Lewiston Daily Sun to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Your letter to Mr. Arthur G. Staples, editor of the Lewiston Evening Journal, has been turned
over to me.
I hope to convince you of my sincerity in preparing for Mr. Staples (at his suggestion, following
a talk with me) of an admittedly sketchy plan for a Maine Mountain guide book.
1 am not a member of the Maine Development Commission, though, a supporter in a humble
way.
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I was entirely aware of the guide book and the advance prospectus prepared by the Conference;
also that the Appalachian Mountain Club guide book includes a section on the trail up to Grafton
Notch. And I certainly approve of these publications.
It was, then, with some knowledge of these publications I urged strongly a Maine Mountain
guide, if and when issued, should include everything in Maine. And I still believe it should.
Having been over much of the Appalachian Trail in Maine up to Grafton Notch, and some north
of this point before it was much more than contemplated; and having climbed numerous other
peaks in Maine, I am for inclusion of all and the publication of a book, as I said in addressing Mr.
Staples, that would be good enough to sell and to keep.
I am not sure, but am inclined to infer from your letter you think such a book as I suggest,
particularly if it included Appalachian Trail in Maine information, would interfere with the book
issued by the A.T.C. I sincerely hope I am mistaken in this inference.
It has been suggested to me by the trails chairman of the A.M.C. that organization might
surrender (by deletion from its own guide book) that section of the Appalachian Trail in Maine,
in the event Maine publishes a book to include it.
I agree there are many peaks outside the Appalachian Trail in Maine. I disagree with the
statement that such as are accessible are few in comparison.
In urging that Maine publish all available data on every mountain that can be reached by any sort
of trail (or without one) it was my intention to make the guide serviceable to a variety of
trampers. And not the least numerous are those who must do their tramping on a single day or, at
the most, on Saturday and Sunday. Obviously, if they must use several hours reaching the trail,
several more returning, their field is limited. A fellow-worker on The Sun and myself left here
in the morning, drove to the Ravine House in New Hampshire, climbed Mount Adams and
returned the same day—but it wasn’t much fun.
There are, then, many peaks in this section of Maine which are accessible and which are climbed
frequently. I might mention two—Speckled in Stoneham and Tumbledown near Weld—either
of which presents scenery equal to anything I have seen in New England. Both are far off the
Appalachian Trail.
In conclusion, permit me to assure you of my interest in the work of your Conference and my
desire to cooperate in every way with any organization seeking to improve conditions for the
mountain climbers.
To emphasize, at the risk of repetition: I am well aware of the Conference’s efforts relative to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine but I still think, as originally recommended to Mr. Staples, any
Maine Mountain guide book should include the information outlined.
December 27, 1935. Myron Avery to W. A. Hennessy
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Dear Mr. Hennessy:
Your letter of December 17, 1935 is a very pleasant surprise. Your statement that the magazine is
glad to have my articles is also reassuring, for in the absence of any other comment, I had
thought that, perhaps, they were of little interest.
I fear, however, that there is a misunderstanding. What you referred to as an "ultimatum" was
merely my feeling in late 1934 that there would be no available material for a 1935 article as the
plans of the Trail Conference then stood. Subsequently, the C.C.C. work on the Trail in Maine
was authorized, and the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club made its trip, with the result that
unexpected material became available. This was what I meant to imply, although you may agree
with me that the 1935 situation would have perhaps warranted your interpretation.
I have never known the issue to close so early, as the magazine comes out in March. Under the
circumstances, perhaps you will find it possible to stretch a point and include all three articles.
I thought that the photographs sent you were exceptionally good. I presume that you are using
them as well as the Gulf Hagas map.
I understand that the 1936 issue will be sent to the list of names given you.
I am returning the proof of my article.
December 27, 1935. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Atwood, Lewiston Daily Sun
Dear Mr. Atwood:
Thank you for your very cordial letter relative to Mr. Staples’ editorial on a guidebook for the
mountains of Maine. As obviously, we have a single purpose--to publicize the attractions of the
mountain region of Maine--perhaps something constructive will come out of this correspondence.
I take it that you are under the impression that you are dealing with a poor benighted resident of
below the Mason and Dixon line with a very academic knowledge of the Maine Woods. It
happens, however, that I am a resident of the State (Bowdoin ‘20) and four years summer work
for the Forestry Department took me so extensively over the state that if I have not been on the
peaks you may mention I will [sic] a fair knowledge of it. See the 1928, 1929, 1933, 4 and 5 IN
THE MAINE WOODS.
I am sure that you will agree that anyone reading that editorial would conclude either that the
writer was not aware of the existence of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE-first or second editions--or by referring specifically to other Guides, implied that the Maine
Guides were not of sufficient merit to mention. Reference to the Maine Guidebooks with the
suggestion that their scope be broadened would have been most appropriate.
Our point is that with a definite marked route, maps, guidebook literature, it would be politic to
concentrate emphasis on that system, which is considerable, rather than attempt to stretch the
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project still farther. We have 250 pages on the Maine Trail and are not yet finished. I imply from
your letter a feeling that the Guidebook you have in mind would be even more extensive. Just
how do you expect that book to be prepared, written, edited, maps made, etc? You will have
noted from our last letter our inability to get any aid from the Development Commissioner and
our troubles in financing this issue. What is available has come entirely from without the state.
Instead of proceeding along the lines of an independent project, why not expand the Maine
Guidebook by adding supplementary chapters on the outlying mountains, as the data became
available. We are open to a progressive cooperative plan. Obviously, the officials of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club will have all that they can do to handle the problems of the Appalachian
Trail and the Guide for it. Several years of experience in writing Guidebooks leads me to
emphasize the difficulty in obtaining concise accurate accounts of the approaches and a
description of the route which should be detailed for the unmarked trails on these outlying
mountains. So instead of starting an independent publication, why not advance the suggestion of
expanding the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, throwing behind it all the
publicity and support possible, rather than dissipating activities over several projects? We have
the organization and facilities. The more our Guide contains, the better the book; however, the
Appalachian Trail Conference functioning without adequate support in the State should not be
expected to do more than utilize the data brought to it. Would you care to begin procuring the
data? We shall have to issue a Supplement next fall when the trail in Maine is finished; your
accumulated data could be printed then.
I think, however, it would be some time before the material for the outlying mountains exceeded
the Trail sections.
As to the descriptive matter in the A.M.C. Guide relating to Maine. There is only 10 miles of the
A.T. between Carlo Col. and Old Speck of a generalized nature. There is one chapter on isolated
mountains on which the data is general and far from recent; several of the peaks there referred to
are on the A.T. (Incidentally, speaking of Guidebooks, have you seen our 460-page GUIDE TO
PATHS IN THE BLUE RIDGE?) As to the A.M.C. omitting the Maine section, which is of
small, moment, I presume your discussion was with Frederick Fish, Councilor of Trails, against
whom I should be today trying an admiralty case in Boston except for a postponement. However,
I think that final decision would rest with the Chairman of the Guidebook Committee.
Thus, provided the materiel can be compiled independently, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
and the Appalachian Trail Conference offers you a very workable medium for the realization of
your plan. The result, however, does not rest with us. It is elementary that the more publicity and
support the A.T. project in Maine receives, the more effectively we can expand the scope of the
existing Guides. We have sent Mr. Staples material. We have suggested editorial comment. Thus
we are pointing to a very practical way to go forward with your scheme.
Will you not talk with Mr. Staples and see if the Journal's support can not be aggressively placed
behind the project?
I trust the matter will not rest here.
cc Greene, Sawyer, Flynt
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December 28, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
I had asked Mr. MacNeil to plot on the Whltecap map the route of the road being constructed
from Wilson Pond to the West Branch. Apparently, this road starts at Little Wilson Pond and
only a mile has been finished, so that, with the distance remaining, if it does not appear on the
map, which has been finished and has gone to the printer, I do not think that it will be much of a
loss. Just what is the plan on this road? Will it be continued to Little Lyford Pond, or will the
Pleasant River Road be worked from the dam at Big Lyford to White Brook?
I am quoting MacNeil’s letter:
"I am a little late in answering your last letter but gave the data to our Forester and had
thought that he would mail it to you.
"Of course I do not know just what will be done another season in regards to the Trail
work. I presume if all goes well that I will be on the job but that is all uncertain. I have
not had a chance to talk things over with Mr. Sewall.
”1 would like to get an early start next summer and go direct to The Hermitage and
correct new location and finish that section. Of course you understand that all I can do is
to carry out the orders that I get from Mr. Stacy. I am more than willing to do what you
would like to have done and I think by your taking it up with Mr. Sewall that he will do
the same.”
Since our guidebook description describes the relocated route on the south slope of Whitecap,
and as the trail marking now goes up the old way, it seems to me of primary importance, at the
beginning of next season, to have this relocation job done first, so I am calling it to your attention,
with the suggestion that you will want to instruct Mr. Stacey accordingly.
We are busily engaged in printing the Guidebook.
cc: Greene, MacNeil
December 28, 1935. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
I have received two letters from you, under the date of December 20th, and a letter from Mr.
Sawyer and Mr. Stubbs reporting the results of the interview with Mr. Staples and making
various suggestions. I am answering all of these letters by sending a copy of this letter to the
people involved and to Mr. Sewall. Your letters were extremely encouraging. You people are
certainly very active and it helps tremendously, as you will appreciate, to have local
representatives pushing these matters.
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From these letters, I gather that we should make an effort to have an illustrated feature story in
the Portland, Lewiston and Augusta papers. I am very heartily in favor of going ahead along this
line and I am proceeding to collect all the available photographs.
How do you think we should proceed? Because of its largest circulation, obviously we should
make our major effort with the Portland paper. With the articles in In the Maine Woods (19335), the newspaper releases, and the manuscript for the 1936 issue of In the Maine Woods, there
would seem abundant material from which a feature writer could work up a fine story if he chose
to do it himself. On the other hand, there is the possibility of using a part of the manuscript of
the “Silvered Aisle” for such a story. Our possibilities for publication of this are remote and,
even if much of the material were used in a newspaper story, we could still proceed with the
pamphlet.
The second story, for example, for the Augusta paper, might come out with the actual appearance
of the Guidebook and be based on it. For the Lewiston paper, an article on the C.C.C. work and
the Bates College Outing Club activities, with the situation in western Maine, where Mr. Sawyer
could supply a good deal of information in conjunction with Mr. Atwood’s knowledge of the
region, might prove an excellent subject. Sometime ago, Mrs. Whitney wrote a story on the Trail
in Maine.
I sent you earlier material for the two newspaper releases which we originally planned to get out
in January. We can still go ahead along this line or if the C.C.C. work is to be made a featured
article, you might conclude that it might be unwise to issue a general release on it.
The Bangor & Aroostook Railroad published, some time ago, a pamphlet on Katahdin. I have
wondered if it would be worthwhile to approach them with the "Silvered Aisle", as the railroad
gets a good deal of the business from people coming to the Trail.
I feel that you have made very considerable progress. Even if Mr. Staples was not particularly
impressed, the time devoted certainly improved his knowledge of the Trail project and that, in
itself, is beneficial. I am most anxious to go ahead with the matter of getting out these three
illustrated stories. I have expressed my thoughts as to the way in which we could best proceed,
but from your experience and knowledge of local conditions, you can tell me precisely what we
should do in this connection. If anything needs to be written up, we would be very glad to do so.
I have shown the various letters to the other people in Washington who are interested in the
Maine work and they are all very pleased with the activity and feel that it will be productive with
very very beneficial results.
cc Greene, Sewall, Sawyer, Stubbs
December 28, 1935. Class D Members of the Appalachian Trail Conference
{List “C”. No. of names this list_____. File in A.T. Mailing List. See me about this list.}
Raymond R. Goodlatte
Warwick

Member Green Mtn. Club, N.Y. Branch
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New York
Kathryn Fulkerson
1025 15th Street
New York City
Harry L. Lewis
640 West 153rd Street
New York City
Arthur C. Comey
5 Boylston St.
Cambridge, Mass.
Jean Stephenson
13th & I Sts. N.W.
Washington, D.C.
W. O. Wiley
440 Fourth Avenue
New York City
Mary Dorsey
401-N. W. 20th St.
Wilmington, Delaware
Raymond H. Torrey
99-28 193rd St.
Hollis, L.I., N.Y.
(check to Schuetz earlier)
Fred M. Davis
Box 217
Lynchburg, Va.
Miss Angelique J. Rivollier
394 Central Avenue
Hawthorne, N.J.
Kenneth S. Boardman
Securities and Exchange Comm.
18th and Pa. Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C.
(check turned over in summer)
Charles H. Warner
Fall River, Mass.
F. F. Schuetz
50 Church St.
New York City
Paul M. Fink
Jonesboro, Tenn.
Marion Park
5814 Sixth St. N.W.
Washington, D.C.

PATC

PATC
NY Section, Green Mountain Club
Paxton Rangers Hiking Club
{Mail this one out}

Natural Bridge AT Club
Inkowa Outdoor Club, NYC
PATC
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December 28, 1935. Maine Guidebook Second Edition, Orders
(B. No. of copies this list_____.}
{Is there 1 copy paid for not on this list?}
{See Revised Original last dated 2/29/36}
Joseph K. Folsom
Vassar College
Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
Chauncey L. Brown {3 books}
Lincoln, Maine {Prior to 12/25 payment}
Chester N. Moore
801 Bedford Road
Schenectady, N.Y.
(for Mohawk Valley Hiking Club)
Mr. Roy H. Flynt
Box 46, Augusta, Maine
{Care of Charles Flynt, 921 15th Ave. N., St.
Petersburg, Florida}
Ralph E. Tenney
82 Peterson Pl.
Lynbrook, N.Y.
Bates College Outing Club
c/o W. H. Sawyer
138 Nichols St.
Lewiston, Maine
George B. Gorham
56a Washington ave.
West Haven, Conn.
Frank Place
2 East 103rd St.
New York City
John Richards
St. Paul’s School
Concord, N.H.
R. B. Stringham
369 E. 149th St.
New York City
Stanley B. Attwood
84 Goff St.
Auburn, Maine
Leroy Dudley Cross
21 Columbia St.
Brunswick, Maine
Wm. T. Barry
Lee, Mass. {Prior to 12/35 payment}

State of Maine Publicity Bureau
6 Longfellow Square
Portland, Maine
Mrs. Frank E. Lowe
59 State St.
Portland, Maine
L. K. Moorehead
New Canaan
Conn.
Raymond H. Torrey
99-28 193rd St.
Hollis, L.I., N.Y.
James F. Morton
Paterson Museum
Paterson, N.J. {Hold this}
Risdale Ellis
11 Park Place
N.Y.C. {$9 cash, 16 in checks Rec. by Dec.
30th}
W. R. Westcott
Harvard
Mass.
A. Warren Stearns
Billerica, Mass.
Dartmouth Outing Club
Box 9
Hanover, N.H.
Dartmouth College Library
Hanover, N.H.
2 copies-bill sent
C. S. Hammond & Co.
360 Furman St.
Brooklyn, N.Y.
5 - bill
Harvard College Library
Cambridge, Mass. – bill
W. H. Lowdermilk & Co.
1418 F St., N.W.
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Prof. Geo. R. Green
State College, Pa. {2 C paid}
L. A. Barker
Oakfield, Maine
Walter Woodman Wright
9 Lowell St.
Cambridge, Mass. {Orig. ordered Kat. Bib.,
transferred}

Washington, D.C. - bill
Raymond R. Goodlatte
Warwick
New York
R. S. Monahan
65 Guilford Ave.
Laconia, N.H.

December 30, 1935. Myron Avery to Frederick Fish, Boston
Dear Mr. Fish:
With further reference to our discussion at Boston as to the Maine statutes and the lean-tos on the
Mahoosuc Trail, and my earlier letters to Mr. Blood.
The C.C.C. have built on the A.T. this summer, 7 lean-tos. We are arranging to have the formal
Forest Service public campsite signs put in place next year and to have these campsites included
in the publication of the Forestry Department, listing such campsites. As near as I can determine,
these are the formalities necessary to constitute public campsites within the exception of the
Guides’ Law. During our discussion, you said that you would be very glad to take advantage of
our efforts to have the three Mahoosuc Range shelters made public campsites. My correspondent
in this matter writes "I think, as those lean-tos on the Mahoosuc Trail were established with the
permission of the Brown Company, it would be a good idea to find this permission if you have a
written record of it, before we approach Mr. King. I do not know whether Mr. King knows that
people have been stopping at these lean-tos or not.” Knowing of Mr. King’s activities as the
representative of the Brown Company and the District Fire Warden, his prosecutions of offenses
against the Guides’ law, and the policy of his company to restrict public campsites to islands on
lakes, this sound a bit ominous to me. I think my correspondent believes that Mr. King is not
fully aware of the use made of the lean-tos.
Can you locate this written permission? I appreciate that it may be going back a number of years
and that the records may be with your predecessors. You will note, however, that it is apparently
necessary to produce the permission before progress can be made on the Mahoosuc lean-tos. I
hope that I am very much wrong but I see in the present situation, potential germs of trouble.
cc Mr. Blood
December 31, 1935. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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I have your letter of the 28th inst. The Little Wilson Pond road planned out to go east across
West Bowdoin College Grant probably north of Upper Wilson Pond and between Mountain
Pond and Horseshoe Pond and intersect the proposed road from Kokadjo down Pleasant River to
Katahdin Iron Works all depends on length of life of the Greenville Camp.
However our present plan is to build the Little Wilson Pond road through to the point of
intersection, establish a side camp there, build north to the end of the Kokadjo road construction
and then south to Katahdin Iron Works.
With regard to the project next season, I am now beginning to work out with each
Superintendent these projects and when I get to the Appalachian Trail work I will send you the
ideas which we develop, and get your criticisms and ammendations.
I hope to be at a meeting of the heads of the various college outing clubs at Colby within the next
month or so and will discuss maintenance with them and also get their ideas.
cc Waldo N. Seavey, Forest Commissioner
POTOMAC APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
1935
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL TRIP
NATURE OF TRIP
This trip will lead over the Appalachian Trail in Maine through an absolute wilderness. However,
the Trail is so plainly and carefully marked that, with the slightest care, no difficulty should be
experienced. Straying from the Trail can, however, become a very serious matter and ordinary
prudence is required. Each day’s trip, as listed in the itinerary, is moderate and, with a reasonable
degree of preparation, should afford no difficulty. This same trip--in the reverse direction--was
made last summer by a party of 18, of varying ages and capabilities, from the Appalachian
Mountain Club.
There will also be opportunities for canoeing, without additional expense, at the various camps.
It is possible, for those who wish to make a shorter trip, to go to Greenville and drive over the
Great Northern Paper Company’s road via Kokadjo to Yoke Pond Camps (transportation $5.00
from Greenville; arrange with Berry's Yoke Pond Camps).
Before the trip, there will be a meeting with the registrants to answer questions, etc. with respect
to the trip.
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ITINERARY
Date

Objective

August 2312 Noon
August 24
(Saturday)

Leave Washington, D.C. by Pa.
R.R. train for Blanchard, Maine
9:36 A.M. Arrive at Blanchard.
From end of automobile road at
Bodfish Farm (11 miles from
Me. Hwy. 15 at Monson), hike
over Barren Mtn. to Dore’s
Mountain View Camps (P.O.
Monson, Me.) on west end of
Long Pond
Chairback-Barren Range: Side
trail from Dore’s Cap to A.T.
(3.4 m.) and 8.8 m. on A.T. to
York’s Long Pond Camps (P. O.
Katahdin Iron Works) over
Fourth, Third and Columbus
Mtns.—rough trail through
uncut spruce forest.
Exploration of Gulf Hagas;
return to York’s Camps—see
1935 IN THE MAINE WOODS.
Long Pond to West branch
Ponds over White Cap Mtn.
(3700 ft.)

August 25
(Sunday)

August 26
(Monday)
August 27
(Tuesday)

August 28
West Branch Ponds to Yoke
(Wednesday) Pond Camps, Charles Berry (P.
O. Kokadjo, Me.).
August 29
(Thursday)

Yoke Ponds to Potter’s Antlers
Camps (P. O. Millinocket, Me.)
on Lower Joe Mary Lake

August 30
(Friday)

Climb of Joe Mary Mtn. (18 m.)
or canoe trip on Joe Mary Lake
(at Potter’s Camps).

Miles

Guidebook
Reference

11 ¾ m. (shorter route –
5.9 m.—missing Barren
Mtn., up tote-road to Long
Pond; diverges from A.T.
2.4 m. beyond Bodfish
Farm.)

Pages 43-5
(A.T.C. Bodfish
Siding to Moxie
Pond Map).

12.2 m. (Optional side
trail to Chairback Mtn. 1
m. additional;
extraordinary view.)

Pages 41-3
A.T.C. Map of
BarrenChairback
Range.

8 m.

Page 40 A.T.C.
White Cap
Region Map
Pages 37-40
A.T.C. White
Cap Region Map

15.5 m. to Boudreau’s
Camp (accommodates 8)
on Third West Branch
Pond or 14.8 m. at
Chadwick’s West branch
Pond Camps (P. O.
Kokadjo, Maine).
9.6 m. from Boudreau’s or Pages 33-36
11 m. from Chadwick’s
A.T.C. Katahdin
to Pleasant River
East branch Map.
14.05 m. (no climbing;
Pages 31-32
easy trail—minus 3 m. by A.T.C. Katahdin
car on G.N.P. Road).
to Pleasant River
East Branch
Map.
Pages 31-32
A.T.C. Katahdin
to Pleasant River
East Branch
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August 31
(Saturday)

Joe Mary Lake to Macdonald’s
White House Camps on
Pemadumcook Lake (P. O.
Millinocket, Me,)

7.25 m.

Sept. 1
(Sunday)

Pemadumcook Lake to
Nahmakanta Lake, McDougall’s
Camps (P. O. Norcross, Me.).

13.4 m.

Sept. 2
(Monday)

Nahmakanta Lake to Rainbow
Lake, Clifford’s Camps (P. O.
Millinocket, Me.)

8.1 m.

Sept, 3
(Tuesday)

Rainbow Lake to Daicey Pond,
York’s Twin Pine Camps (P. O.
Greenville, Me.).

8.6 m.

Sept. 4
Daicey Pond over Katahdin to
(Wednesday) Chimney Pond in the Great
Basin. Accommodations at
LeRoy Dudley’s cabin (P. O.
Box Millinocket, Me.)
Sept. 5
Exploration at Katahdin—
(Thursday)
Dudley Trail over Knife-Edge,
Baxter Peak, via Hamlin Ridge
to Depot Camps—by truck to
Millinocket

Sept. 6
(Friday)

9.6 m.

11 m.

Arrive Boston—6.55 A.M.
Arrive Washington—6:05 P.M.

Map.
Pages 29-30
A.T.C. Katahdin
to Pleasant River
East Branch
Map.
Pages 26-28
A.T.C. Katahdin
to Pleasant River
East Branch
Map.
Pages 23-25
A.T.C. Katahdin
to Pleasant River
East Branch
Map.
Pages 20-22
A.T.C. Katahdin
to Pleasant River
East Branch
Map.
Pages 18-19
A.T.C. Katahdin
to Pleasant River
East Branch
Map.
A.M.C. (5 Joy
St., Boston,
Mass.)
KATAHDIN
GUIDE, 50¢;
U.S.G.S.
Katahdin
Quadrangle, 10¢.

ACCOMODATIONS
The sporting camps, which furnish the accommodations for this trip, are unique institutions.
They consist of a group of log cabins, with a central dining hall. By reason of the size of the
party, in some instances the sharing of beds may be necessary. The food will be found to be very
wholesome and the quarters entirely comfortable. With the exception of Rainbow Lake, there are
no "bathtubs” along the route of the Trail; a swimming suit is therefore an indispensable item of
equipment.
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This is in no sense a marathon hike but there is a considerable difference between one day trips
and continuous trail travel, even for moderate distances. To assure the maximum enjoyment of
the trip, we most strongly urge that you take steps to insure being in the best possible physical
condition. Before this trip, take a two-day walk over some section of the Trail--for example-walk across Maryland. If you can do this comfortably, you need have no apprehension of the
Maine trip. We also urge that you make sure that your footgear is comfortable and will not cause
blisters. Do not commit the indiscretion of starting out with a new or unbroken pair of shoes.
(Blisters are the greatest drawback on trips of this sort.) Their occurrence can be largely
prevented by taking simple precautions to harden the skin. Buy an ounce of tannic acid powder
from the druggist. Put it in two quarts of water. Soak your feet tor 15 minutes for a half dozen
times before the trip. (Tannic acid is used in tanning leather and the effect on the skin will be
obvious.)
A most painstaking effort must be made to keep your pack as light as possible. Under no
circumstances should your load exceed 10 pounds. A change of clothing and underwear,
swimming suit, toilet articles, rain suit, socks, flashlight with extra bulb, Guide to Appalachian
Trail in Maine and accompanying maps, cup, compass and matches, are all that are required. We
suggest the advisability of adding a pound to your load in the form of some emergency food--if
the occasion for its use should arise. At the risk of some comment, we recall that our emergency
ration in 1983 was a one-pound can of beans. A liberal supply of band-aids and a first-aid outfit
will complete the essentials. Canteens are not required. There are no poisonous snakes in that
part of Maine. The less you carry, the more energy you will have for the enjoyment of the trip.
Spare clothing can be mailed in to the sporting camps. We suggest that a change of clothing be
sent to yourself - "Potomac Appalachian Trail Club {Party}, Care Berry's Yoke Pond Camps,
Kokadjo, Maine" (reached on the 5th day), or to York's Twin Pine Camps, Greenville, Maine
(reached on the 11th day). Use a cheap, navy duffel bag with a return addressed tag enclosed,
together with estimated postage, so that you can mail back discarded clothing from the camps. It
is advisable to include extra flashlight batteries and a spare pair of shoes - in the event that they
are required - in this spare parcel of clothing. This should be mailed, at least, a week in advance
of the trip leaving Washington, as mall delivery to these camps occupies several days.
All of the sporting camps have long distance telephone connections and telegrams or mail (allow
a week) can be sent to the addressee indicated for the respective camps. Also, from the camps, at
varying expense, arrangements can be made to procure necessary transportation back to the
railroad at either Greenville, Norcross or Millinocket.
At this season of the year, normally, black flies and mosquitoes are gone from the woods. If you
wish to carry fly “dope", we suggest a small bottle of citronella or the more effective remedy of
equal parts of pine tar, citronella and olive oil.
Non-resident fishing licenses are required in Maine.
Because of the nature of the region through which this trip passes, it is understood that all
registrants agree in advance to abide entirely by the decisions and directions of the leader. Their
applications are accepted upon this condition. If weather conditions are unfavorable, it may be
necessary to prohibit smoking on the Trail.
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TRANSPORTATION
The question of transportation - train, bus or private car - has been considered from every angle,
with a view of procuring the most economical transportation, both as to cost and time consumed.
Bus transportation would undoubtedly be the cheapest but would involve a hard ride of 400
miles for two days, each way, thus requiring four days for transportation, as compared with 1 ½
days by train. (The only available train rate for the length of the trip and for a party of this size is
the summer tourist rate, which permits stopovers.) The 10-day excursion rate is a reduction of
only $5.00 from this summer tourist rate. Accordingly, it has been decided to use train
transportation, which does not involve any condition as to the size of the party and, if the number
of registrants warrants, the trip will be run in two sections, following each other at the interval of
a day. The first registrants would form the first group. {The party is limited to 14 by the small
capacity of some of the sporting camps and the probability of a second section is contingent upon
a leader being available.} To reduce costs, day coaches (air conditioned, electric trains) will be
used on the Pennsylvania Railroad from Washington to New York) at Pennsylvania Station the
party will transfer to Pullman cars attached to the Bar Harbor Express. There is a cafe parlor car
on the train from Bangor, Maine to Blanchard, to provide breakfast. Returning from the trip,
Pullman cars will be used from Millinocket to Boston and day coaches from Boston to
Washington via Hellgate Bridge. The train schedule is as follows:
Leave Washington (Pa. R.R.) 12 Noon, August 23rd, on the Judiciary; {change cars at New
York} Leaye New York on the Bar Harbor Express at 5:15 P.M.
Arrive Blanchard 9.36 A.M., August 24th.
Returning:
Leave Millinocket 8:18 P.M., September 5th; arrive Boston 6:55 A.M. September 6th. Transfer
by shuttle train (10 cents) from North Station to South Station.)
Leave Boston on the Colonial Express at 8:00 A.M.; arrive Washington 6:05 P.M. September 6th.
Transportation costs are as follows: Round trip - Washington to New York via Bar Harbor
Express to Blanchard, Maine; return from Millinocket to Boston (North Station) and Boston
(South Station) to Washington via the Colonial Express.
Railroad ticket, round trip, as above………………………….....$49
Pullman, New York to Blanchard:
Lower berth……………………………………………….6.38
Upper berth……………………………………………….5.10
Millinocket to Boston:
Lower berth……………………………………………………….3.75
Upper berth…………………………………………………….....3.00
Two persons may share a lower berth and divide the cost. (These tickets have an expiration date
of October 31st, and 150 pounds of baggage may be checked.)
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Train transportation must be obtained by each individual. Apply at the City Ticket Office, 613 14th St. N.W., specifying that you wish a ticket for the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club Maine
trip, for which Pullman accommodations have been reserved. Do not attempt to purchase railroad
tickets at the Union Station.
From 11 A.M. August 23rd, through September 6th, a total of 10 days and 5 hours of
Government leave is required to make the trip.
For those who wish to make the trip by private car, it is suggested that automobiles be left at
Bangor and that the train be taken to Blanchard, and, on the return, from Millinocket to Bangor.
This obviates the problem of moving the cars from Blanchard to Millinocket. The railroad fare,
each way, is approximately $3.00.
RESERVATI ONS
Preference will be given to applicants in order of registration. There will be no guest fee for
those registered by Club members. To register, send notice, together with, check of $10.00, to M.
H. Avery, United States Shipping Board Merchant Fleet Corporation, Washington, D.C. Final
balance of $45.00 will be due August 19th. Registration fee will be returned on all applications
cancelled by August 19th. Note that each applicant must procure railroad transportation and that
this is not included in the cost of $55.00. The inclusive cost of $55.00 is from train terminus at
Blanchard to Millinocket. Enroute to Blanchard from Washington, each registrant will have to
obtain dinner and breakfast, as well as meals enroute on September 6th.
------------------------M. H. Avery,
U.S. Shipping Board Merchant Fleet Corporation,
Washington, D.C.

No.

Dear Mr. Avery:
I am planning to take the Maine Appalachian Trail trip. Enclosed is $10.00 registration fee. The
balance will be remitted by August 19th.
I am planning to go by train and will procure my own transportation.
Name
Address
Telephone
LITERATURE
Registrants on this trip will be provided with GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE and SUPPLEMENT, which contains a detailed description of the route, together with 4
maps, the A.T.C. Bodfish Siding to Moxie Lake, Barren-Chairback Range, White Cap and A.T.C.
Katahdin to East Branch maps. Articles descriptive of the Trail will be found in the 1934 and
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1935 issues of IN THE MAINE WOODS (10¢; George M. Houghton, General Passenger Agent,
Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Me.). {We suggest that you send for this publication.}
The December, 1934 issue of APPALACHIA contains an article by Ronald L. Gower, on the
Appalachian Mountain Club 1934 trip over this section of the Trail. (APPALACHIA can be
obtained from the Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy St., Boston, Mass. at 50¢ per copy to
members of mountain clubs.) Other literature is referred to in the Bibliography in the Guidebook.
COSTS MAINE TRIP
August 24th – Saturday
Blanchard to Bodfish Farm Transportation………………………………………..$1.25
Dore’s Camps……………………………………………………………………… 3.00
August 25th
Packs, Dore’s Camps to York’s………………………………………………..….. 0.25
August 26th – 27th
York’s Camps – Long Pond (2 nights)……………………………………………..7.00
August 28th
Boudreau’s or Chadwick’s…………………………………………………………3.00
August 29th
Berry’s…………………………………………………………………………….3.25
Packs on Road…………………………………………………………… 0.25
August 30th
Potters (2 nights)…………………………………………………………………..7.00
August 31st
Macdonald’s……………………………………………………………………….3.00
Sept. 1st
Nahmakanta……………………………………………………………………….3.00
Packs………………………………………………………………………0.50
Sept, 2nd
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Clifford’s…………………………………………………………………………..4.00
Sept. 3rd
York’s……………………………………………………………………………...4.00
Sept, 4th
Chimney Pond……………………………………………………… …………….2.50
Sept, 5th
Transportation to Millinocket……………………………………………………..1.50
Millinocket supper……………………………………………………………..… 0.50
Guidebook and Maps…………………………………………...…………………1.00
Candy……………………………………………………………………………...2.00
$47.00
Harriet L. Caspari’s account of the PATC trip.
Saturday, August 24, at 6:50 A.M., Ruth Lenderking and I boarded a train in Bangor to join a
party from the P. A. T. C., which was on its way to Blanchard for a two weeks hike through the
Maine wilderness, eventually reaching the top of Katahdin. At Blanchard we were met by a truck
which carried us to Bodfish farm. On our way we picked up a dilapidated looking personage,
carrying a bucket of paint, who was standing by the road side. The interesting looking hobo
proved to be none other than Mr. Walter Green, President of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
He hiked with us the greater part of the first day and then turned back to continue his wonderful
work along the A.T.
After a delightful climb up Boarstone Mountain, where we had a wonderful view of distant
mountains, lakes and valleys, we descended to a lower elevation for lunch.
Our first camp, Dore’s on Long Pond, was reached in good time for a typical Saturday night
supper of Maine baked beans and brown bread.
Sunday morning found us up bright and early and ready for another day’s hike. Fortunately for
me, and I think for another of the group, we had an optional shorter hike. Bill Koebel and I chose
the shorter, reaching York camp, also on Long Pond, early in the afternoon. After refreshing
ourselves with a bath and a change of clothing we canoed. Along the shore we spied a porcupine.
That evening we all enjoyed one of Mrs. York's famous dinners and then retired to most
comfortable cabins for a good night’s rest.
Monday was a day of choice. Some hiked through beautiful Gulf Hagus in occasional showers,
while others canoed on the lake. Monday evening we again enjoyed York’s camp.
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Tuesday greeted us with sunshine, so bright and early we started off for White Cap, 3797 ft. high,
a hike of 10 miles before lunch. This same evening our party was forced to separate as neither of
the two camps could take care of all fourteen. Again I considered myself most fortunate, as
Boudreau’s camp, which I chose, proved to be just about perfect. It was run by Mr. Boudreau, a
Frenchman, and Mr. Burns, an Irishman, who did everything in their power to make us
comfortable. When we reached camp after a 17 mile tramp we were all so weary that we could
hardly walk, but after a dip in the cold lake we were ready to eat almost anything. Here we just
(to use the common expression) stuffed. The table groaned with food and we afterwards groaned
from fullness.
Wednesday we had 10 miles of rough and wet trail to Berry's camp on Yoke Pond. This was a
most attractive place and to our great surprise there was a bathroom in our cabin.
Thursday we were driven by truck and auto 3 miles down the road to trail entrance into the
woods. This day's hike we lunched at Cooper Brook Falls. Shortly after lunch several of the
party climbed Joe Mary mountain and reached Potter’s camp on Joe Mary Lake several hours
later.
Friday was a day of rest for all from hiking. We canoed six miles down to Joe Mary lake into
Turkey Tail and lower Joe Mary. The view of Mt. Katahdin from the lake that morning was
indescribable. When we entered lower Joe Mary we left the canoes which were poled through the
rapids. A picnic lunch was eaten on the shore and all returned to the camp feeling much
refreshed and rested.
Saturday we were canoed across the upper end of the lake to the trail. Some left earlier and
climbed Potaywadjo Ridge. After a six mile hike we were rowed across Pemodumcook Lake in a
bateau to MacDonald’s camp. After supper two canoes started out in search of wild animals but
all in vain. This was the coldest night we experienced on the trip; the temperature next morning
was 48°.
Sunday we were again treated to a five mile boat ride if we preferred it to a long rough hike.
Three others and myself with all the knapsacks partook of the opportunity and reached
McDougal’s camp on Namakanta Lake early in the day. Here we enjoyed camp life to its
fullness, remaining here until the middle of the next morning. A more delightful camp could not
have been desired.
Monday, after waiting for a number of the party to return from a climb up Sonnebunk
[Nesuntabunt], we started off for Clifford's camp on Rainbow Lake.
Tuesday we were unfortunately reduced in number to thirteen as one of our party was forced to
return home. Much to our surprise and delight a way was found for her to climb Mt. Katahdin
before leaving good old Maine, One of the real thrills of the trip was the experience of crossing
the Penobscot, A native canoed two at a time through a terrific current of water below the dam, I
imagine the feeling was similar to that which one might have in shooting the rapids. That same
afternoon we passed several beautiful water falls. Just after reaching York’s camp on Daicey
Pond and admiring Mt. Katahdin from the porch, who should appear but Orville Crowder,

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—1935—Compiled by David Field—Page

386

President of the M. C. M. He had been expected earlier in the day but by this hour we had given
him up.
Wednesday was the big day of the whole trip, - the climb up Mt. Katahdin and over Knife Edge
to Dudley camp at Chimney Pond. This was an experience never to be forgotten - the climb over
large boulders above timber line, lunch on the mossy plateau, and then the ascent to Baxter’s
Peak with all the thrills of having reached the north end of the A. T. Here we sang the Katahdin
song, took numerous pictures and put up signs. About 2:30 we started over Knife Edge, which
proved a most interesting and thrilling climb. With the great and cautious assistance of the men
in the party we all reached camp in fine shape, but I must say a little weary. At Dudley's camp
we were entertained by Mr. Dudley with his very interesting mountain tales, told in his honest
and sincere manner.
Thursday, our last day, we awakened to a hard rainy and foggy morning. It was considered
unwise to climb in this weather so we sat around camp and amused ourselves until after lunch,
when we started to hike out to meet the truck which was to carry us to Togue Pond for supper
and then to Millinocket where we parted for home.
I just want to add that the whole trip was made a perfect success by the congeniality of the group
and the marvelous care and thought given the group by its leader, Myron Avery.
Account of the PATC trip by Ruth E. Lenderking, Baltimore, Maryland, Assistant
Secretary of the Mountain Club of Maryland
A DAY ON THE TRAIL
Tramp two miles down an old tote-road through woodland glistening in early morning sun with
the smell of the cool damp earth—a tonic with every breath. Your heart keeps tune with the
gurgling brook by your side. Pole across a shallow river in a flat-bottom boat to a grassy camp
amid virgin pines. Follow the quiet guide from his Hermitage along an unmarked trail. Surely,
this is the forest primeval with its murmering pines…bearded with moss. Climb gradually up,
then steeply, turning frequently to gaze at the hills sinking below you and the placid silvery lakes
coming out from behind them. Feel the keen wind cut your face as it whips over the mountain,
hear it whistle through the cracks of the swaying fire-tower. Old pines bend low to the eastward,
clinging to the lichen covered rocks. See the mountains rolling away, fifty, eighty or a hundred
miles, to the north and south and east and west--as dies the echo of a thunder bolt. Descend
quickly, jumping from mossy hummock to twining roots. Pass through a deserted lumber camp,
a wilderness of berry patches, bogs and forgotten lumber roads, reclaimed by nature. Struggle on,
though your muscles are screaming. Suddenly you come upon a garden, then a green lawn and
flowers blowing, clean cozy cabins with dainty curtains. No, you are not dreaming now, but your
dream in those woolly warm beds will be equally pleasing. Here is change and variety. This is
just one day along the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
With light hearts and spirits high, we had started northward from Monson on The Appalachian
Trail. To most of the party--to me at any rate--Katahdin was only a symbol. We had read of it,
had seen pictures of it and sung of its glory but never had the experience of viewing or climbing
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it. True, it was the goal of our trip, talked about and sought for. For the first few days, however,
we were absorbed by the beauty of the lakes and woods immediately surrounding us and
whenever we reached the summits our eyes scanned the horizon, not for Katahdin but for the
twin cones of Mt. Bigelow in the far west.
Day after day expectant eyes peered through stands of virgin timber, tangled masses of berry
canes, rank weeds of boglands, and gaunt stretches of dri-ki for the ever illusive creatures of the
wilderness. Whether it was in the silence of the starry night, the mist of twilight or the warm
bright sun of afternoon, the time was always wrong--or was it the wind? Thousands of fresh
tracks in the soft black loam kept hope alive. Once a "bear cub” turned porcupine and scrambled
up a tree. There was evidence of beaver everywhere. Twice their dams caused detours in the
Trail. Grouse, startled by our appearance, fluttered from the bracken to a safer piece in the trees.
The loons taunted and teased from the lakes. But never would the shy, wild deer, or majestic
moose, or lumbering bear favor us with their appearance.
On White Cap was first pointed out an irregular hazy, outline against the northern sky-line,
possibly Katahdin. The spell was upon us! By the time we passed Joe Mary Mountain the
restlessness incited by that glimpse had reached alarming proportions. Failing to get the
promised view at Cooper Pond, one of the party had climbed a tree, fallen, and nursed the
resulting injuries for several days.
The following day, from the beautiful Joe Mary Lakes, we saw the Katahdin Range stretched
across the horizon, fifty miles away--a sleeping monster. Even now the memory of that view
thrills me. Thereafter from every high point, every lake, every clearing, all eyes turned eagerly
toward Katahdin.
From the western end of Rainbow Lake, I watched the sunset glow on its imposing crest fade to
purple and the whole mass blend, at last, with the immensity of the starry night. It was, I thought
then, my farewell to Katahdin. However, a happier fate brought me to the mountain. At noon the
next day, I stood at its base. What a mixture of emotions gripped me. Such majestic beauty was
appalling and awful! I could now understand why the Indians would not climb its heights. It was
at once challenging and ominous. The eagerness to be off for the top was tinged by a vague,
unreasoning fear.
Soon, we were off, up along the Hunt Trail. The bright sun of September midday gave the
woods a friendly warmth that tempted one to linger. Where Katahdin Stream came rushing
down we yielded to its lure and paused a moment to watch it dash and swirl and sparkle over the
rocks. Before ten o’clock we had reached the shelter, then up and up, past another spring, to the
timberline. As I looked toward the Gateway on the plateau and knew the summit was yet beyond,
that same queer feeling surged over me. Could I possibly make it? This time, to renew my
courage, I drank deeply of the mountain air and the surrounding landscape. Barren and Double
Top Mtns. crouched in the near distance. There was The Owl, that we had watched since Joe
Mary Lakes. Out beyond was the impenetrable forest of the Moosehead Valley. To the east, west
and south lay the hills, studded with lakes and seamed with rivers. Refreshed and heartened we
scrambled up and over the rocks and finally reached The Gateway. Already there was a feeling
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of exultation, the feeling of nearing the goal, of having attained the heights. Katahdin was no
longer only a symbol. It became then a reality.
In a short time we were on the summit. The horizon, a hundred miles away, blended with the
sky. What a marvelous expanse of verdure, silvery lakes, rolling hills and high mountains! “All
these will I give unto you”! Where could such a temptation offer more?
But the mountain itself! Its long sinewy arms stretched out as if to grasp and bring unto itself all
things within and even beyond its reach. Its jagged ridges to the east and sheer red walls to the
north are like the formidable walls of some gigantic fortress. Who would attempt to wrest it from
the spirit of Pamola?
The grey blue shadows of the September afternoon crept stealthily across the valleys, gradually
linking the mountains into a mighty chain and warning us of the fast approaching night. Yet the
sun lingered fondly on the summit of Katahdin as we descended. At the base again I looked back
up to the blaze of glory that spread over its head.
Speeding away from it I turned in the clear green twilight and saw it--as in a dream—immense
and yet ethereal. Then in the white light of the moon there was a last glimpse before a turn in the
road carried us, at last, perhaps forever from its view. So Katahdin has changed from a symbol,
to a reality, to a vision.
Twin Pine Twitterings
To the P. A. T. C. Party
The pathfinders, who came to paint
White blazes on the trail,
To show the way to tenderfeet,
So weary and so frail;
These strong and hardy climbers,
The Heards and Schmeckebiers,
Have softened up your pathway
As did the pioneers.
So stumble into Twin Pines,
And eat before you faint;
Great men like these have gone before,
With markers and white paint.
From the stones
…..
Oh, great Katahdin, what a mountain,
It makes the sweat run like a fountain,
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Great God Almighty, what a wonder,
General Jackson, Hell and thunder.
.....
We have cleared the trail before you
To Katahdin’s rocky peak
We have seen the genial Dudley
Who will furnish food and sleep
Heard has painted all the blazes
On the steep and rocky way
And if you use your eyes and common sense
You will not go astray
May Pamola smile upon you
May the days be clear and bright
May you see the wondrous landscape
And not freeze to death at night.
L. S. P.

THE 1935 MAINE TRIP OF THE P. A. T. C.

With a view to determining the views of those participating in this 115 miles hike from Bodfish
Farm and over Katahdin as regards certain features of general interest a questionnaire was
prepared and the results obtained are indicated below. There were 13 that took the whole trip.
Two of these were not present when the vote was taken. This left 11 voting. In certain instances
and for various reasons certain ones withheld their vote.
These results, it is hoped, may be useful to other members of the club who contemplate visiting
this interesting and delightful section of the A.T. It is considered best however that the results
not be published as comparisons are odious and it is not desired to offend any of the charming
hosts of the 11 camps visited where everything was done to make us comfortable.
Item
1. Most genial host
2. Best Food
3. Best Beds
4. Best Lunch

Vote
Potter (Antlers Camp—Lower Joe Mary Lake)
LeRoy Dudley (Chimney Pond)
Chas. Berry (Yoke Pond)
York (Long Pond)
Boudreau (3rd West Branch Pond)
York (Twin Pines Daicey Pond)
Cliffords (Rainbow Lake)
Chas. Berry (Yoke Pond)
MacDonalds (White House, Pemadumcook Lake)
Cliffords (Rainbow Lake) at Penobscot Dam
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5. Best Camp for long stop
6. Most delightful trail

7. Most disagreeable trail

8. Best canoeing
9. Best swimming

Potter’s (Antlers—Lower Joe Mary Lake)
McDougall’s (Nahmakanta)
York’s (Long Pond)
West Branch Penobscot
Chair Back – Barren Range
Gulf Hagas
Berry to Potter
Up White Cap Mt. (south side)
Knife Edge of Katahdin
Swamp at Boudreau’s
White Cap down (north side)
Lower Joe Mary (Potter’s)
Nahmakanta (McDougall’s)
Daicey Pond (York’s)
Long Pond (York’s)
Rainbow Lake (Clifford’s)

4
4
3
6
3
1
1
4
3
3
1
11
3
2
1
1

“THE FAR NORTHLAND”
Tune – Song of the Isle
1.
It’s the far Northland that's a-callin’ me away
As take I with my packsack to the road
It’s the call on me of the forest in the north
As step I with the sunlight for my load.
Chorus
By Lake Rainbow, Nahmakanta and Joe Mary I will go
Where you see the loon and hear his plaintive wail
If you’r thinkin’ in your inner heart
There’s swagger in my step
You’ve never been along the Katahdin trail.
2.
It’s the flash of paddle blades a-gleamin’ in the sun
Of canoes softly skimming by the shore
It’s the tang of pine and braken comin’ on the breeze
That calls us to the water ways once more
Finish with
It’s the far Northland that's a-callin’ me away
As take I with my packsack to the trail.
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THE SILVER AISLE
by
Myron H. Avery
Overseer of Trails
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
{Copy Flynt, Sewall, Staples 12/13/35; Copy in Feb. 29 original sent Me. C. R.R. Passenger
Agent May 26; Copy Flynt Aug. 2, 1936}
Through the somber-hued spruce and fir forests, across the depths of the Maine wilderness with
its cathedral-like stillness - unerring in its course as a driven arrow - lies a silvered aisle - the
gateway to the finest of Maine's mountains, lakes, forests, and streams. With Maine's poet, those
who travel this course of peace, beauty and solitude may indeed feel that:
This is the forest primeval, the murmuring
pines and the hemlocks,
bearded with moss, and in garments green,
indistinct in the twilight.
Visions of earthly beauty, the joy of contemplation in lonely grandeur and the sense of physical
well-being and mental relaxation, which grow out of exertion, are the lot of those who follow
this shining path through its somber setting. For the white blazes of The Appalachian Trail lead
far distant from the rush and clamor of highways and the wearying complexities of cities and
towns. Time turns backward for a century and it is as if one were retracing the course of his
pioneer fore-fathers. This route through the wilderness is the course of The Appalachian Trail
across Maine. This Trail--the project of hiking clubs in the eastern states--is a master foot-path.
The longest trail in the world today, and perhaps at any time the ridge-crest counterpart of
historic old Indian routes, The Appalachian Trail extends from Maine’s finest peak—the superb,
massive granite monolith which is Katahdin—some 2034 miles south to Mt. Oglethorpe in
Georgia, the southern end of the Blue Ridge Mountains.
The proposal of The Appalachian Trail was originally advanced in 1921 by Benton MacKaye of
Shirley, Massachusetts. Forester, philosopher and dreamer, MacKaye, from his wanderings in the
New England forests, had conceived the vision of a trail, which for all practical purposes should
be endless. He gave expression to his plan in an article, THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL, AN
EXPERIMENT IN REGIONAL PLANNING, in the October, 1921 issue of the Journal of
American Institute of Architects. MacKaye’s proposal aroused interest among the outing Clubs
in the east and The Appalachian Trail Conference was formulated to transform this dream into a
reality. Years of planning, labor, struggle and adversity, culminating in final success, have
witnessed the practical completion of the project. {[Footnote:] A comprehensive statement of the
Trail project, detailing its history, route, guidebook data and bibliography, is contained in a 36page booklet, entitled THE APPALACHAN TRAIL (second edition), obtainable from The
Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C. at a cost of 25
cents.}
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Of all this master trail, the section in Maine was the last to be undertaken and the last to be
completed. With the elimination of the gaps elsewhere in the through route, by 1931, attention
was focused on the uncompleted section in Maine. Here, originally, the project had seemed
impossible of construction. The route lay through an utter wilderness. It was far removed from
centers of population. In Maine there were no outing or mountaineering clubs—as in other
sections--to maintain and develop the Trail. It had seemed as if there was no alternative except to
establish the Trail's northern terminus at Mount Washington in the White Mountains of New
Hampshire. Before, however, abandoning the Maine link, a detailed study was made of a
possible route, and gradually a feasible location of a high scenic order was developed.
{[Footnote:] For a detailed account of the successive marking of sections of the Trail and those
responsible for the work, see GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE (second
edition) and the 1933, 1934, 1935, and 1936 issues of In the Maine Woods (published by The
Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Maine).}
This is not the place to tell of the labor, discouragements and unhoped for assistance but the end
of 1933 saw a completed, marked trail extending 176 miles from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow. Thus
there came into being this contribution to Maine's recreational resources--the work of Maine
residents and of those who were fully appreciative of the unparalleled opportunities which the
Trail would afford. During 1934 the work was steadily pushed forward, advancing and
improving the main trail and developing side trails to interesting localities. The year of 1935
witnessed the outstanding progress in the trail project. On the recommendation of James W.
Sewall, C.C.C. Forester, the Trail in Maine was formally adopted as a C.C.C. project. Crews
from 4 camps, Millinocket, Greenville, Flagstaff and Rangeley, covered the route of the Trail,
widening it, cutting out bushes and logs, renewing the marking, and developing a trail of an
outstanding type. Other states have sponsored through trails. Vermont has its 260-mile Long
Trail, extending from the Canadian border to the Massachusetts line; the White Mountains of
New Hampshire are a network of trails, mainly the result of amateur labor; and Connecticut has
an extensive trail system. But the C.C.C. labor on the Trail in Maine has overcome the
deficiencies attendant upon amateur construction, and sections which might otherwise be narrow,
semi-overgrown or difficult to follow are now an open route - a joy to travel. In its aspect of a
superior quality of construction of a true wilderness route, the Maine Trail is unique. Apart from
its scenic attractions and wealth of lore and history, this is the outstanding feature of the Maine
section of the through trail.
The supervision of The Appalachian Trail in Maine is under the jurisdiction of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, organized in 1935. This organization comprises those who have been
instrumental in developing the Trail in the state, and is unique in that the sole qualification for
membership is to have rendered distinguished services to the Trail project in Maine. There are no
dues. The President of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club is Walter D. Greene; Honorary VicePresidents are Forest Commissioner George H. Seavey, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries &
Game George J. Stobie and C.C.C. Forester James W. Sewall. The Treasurer is J. F. Schairer
and the Secretary, Mrs. Charles W. Williams. The directors of this organization are Professor W.
H. Sawyer Jr., Forest Supervisor Robert G. Stubbs, Game Warden Helon N. Taylor, Shailer S.
Philbrick, and A. H. Jackman. The Overseer of Trails is Myron H. Avery of Lubec, Maine.
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As the Trail in Maine leads through an utter wilderness, often distant many days' journey from
the nearest town or road, admittedly to become lost from the Trail in Maine would be a serious
matter. But let no one who would otherwise undertake this journey, be deterred by any such
consideration; for those responsible for the Trail have devoted much emphasis to its marking. It
is this marking which makes it a silvered route, for throughout the Trail is most conspicuously
indicated by an unbroken line of white paint blazes, which face the direction of travel. On narrow
or less-used sections, these blazes are within sight of each other; on better-worn sections they are
farther apart. As the insignia of the route, this marking is further supplemented by diamondshaped galvanized iron or square metal markers, which bear the ”A.T.” monogram and the
legend “Appalachian Trail—Maine to Georgia”. The titanium oxide paint used in painting the
white blazes not only assures an existence of four to six years for the marking but its luminous
quality aids travel in the evening hours. A further reassurance is a device known as the “doubleblaze”, one blaze placed above another, which calls attention to a turn, thus aiding in preventing
failure to notice a turn from a well-worn route into a more obscure trail. This is the only blaze
symbol adopted for uniform use on the entire Trail. Cairns, piles of stones built so as to be
obviously artificial, and paint on rocks also mark the route where other marking is not possible.
All side trails—to springs or viewpoints or approach trails—are marked by light blue paint
blazes. Large wooden white board signs also indicate the route and the distance at important
intersections. In addition to the external marking, the Trail Conference has prepared and issued
8 maps and a 246-page Guidebook with detailed and measured directions so that the route can be
followed, even if the markers were destroyed through some cause. Were the traveler
inadvertently to make a wrong turn, the absence of blazes would immediately serve as an
unmistakable warning. All that is required on the Trail is ordinary attention to follow the
marking and to avoid unmarked trails. Thus, enjoying its attractions to the utmost, one may
travel the route with a feeling of security.
ACCOMMODATIONS
A unique feature of the Trail in Maine is that, although it leads through an utter wilderness, yet it
is so located that comfortable accommodations may be found at the interval of a moderate day’s
journey. This seeming incongruity of finding accommodations each night on a twenty-four day
journey of 265 miles in the wilderness is explained by the existence of sporting camps, a form of
hostelry peculiar to Maine. These camps, attractively situated on some lake, are comprised of a
group of log cabins with a central dining hall. Rustic yet comfortable, with their interesting hosts,
they add much to the pleasure of travel along the Appalachian Trail in Maine. The available
public accommodations along the Trail in Maine are listed in GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE; see also map of the Trail route. Again the Maine trail is unique in possessing
this advantage.
Thus the traveler along the Trail in Maine, utilizing the sporting camps, may indeed know the joy
of traveling light. His pack will be reduced to the barest personal necessities; ten pounds will
suffice; energy may be devoted to pleasures along the route rather than expended in the drudgery
of being a human packhorse. In the pack there should be found a change of clothing, socks,
underwear, swimming suit, toilet articles, rain suit, flashlight with extra bulb of proper
candlepower, GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE and accompanying maps,
cup, compass, matches and some form of emergency food. A supply of band-aids, if one is
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unfortunate enough to develop blisters, and a small first-aid outfit will complete the essentials.
Canteens are not required. There are no poisonous snakes in that part of Maine. Spare clothing
may be mailed to the sporting camps.
Those who wish a more strenuous, self-sufficient trip will camp out and carry their own
equipment. {[Footnote:] A helpful publication, listing many items of light weight camping
equipment, suitable for use in Maine, is LIST OF CAMPING, HIKING AND TRAIL-MAKING
EQIUPMENT, 32 pp., issued (20¢) by the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, Washington, D.C.}
For the resident of the state this offers no problems. However, a recent amendment to the Maine
Statutes now requires the employment of a guide by a nonresident who lights fires while
camping; the earlier law had been restricted to hunting or fishing. An exception to this law is the
use of public campsites, established by the Maine Forest Service. A continuous series of such
public campsites (lean-to shelters) is planned for the Trail route; 7 were built by the C.C.C. in
1935 {and 5 in 1936}. The existing lean-tos are listed in GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE. As there are not, as yet, however, a continuous series of such public
campsites along the Trail, non-residents, who wish to camp, should communicate with the
Commissioner of Inland Fisheries & Game at Augusta, Maine and advise the Chief Fire Wardens
of their route. (Obtain a Forest Service directory from the Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Me.)
THE JOURNEY
And now with our preliminary arrangements made, and some knowledge of the project having
been acquired, we commence our travel over The Appalachian Trail in Maine. Katahdin, the
Trail's beginning is our starting point.
{[Footnote:] As the Trail data have been prepared to read in both directions, the journey may be
made with equal facility in either direction.}
This is not the place to tell of Katahdin or its manifold attractions; its story has been told
elsewhere in many forms.
[Footnote:] {See MOUNT KATAHDIN IN MAINE by M. H. Avery, published by the Maine
Development Commission, second edition, 1935, 28 pages, illustrated with map, containing a
detailed account of the scenic features of Katahdin, its trails, methods of approach,
accommodations and guidebook data. This publication may be obtained, gratis, from The Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine. The text of this booklet appears in the second
edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE.}
The narrative of this journey commences abruptly at the crest of Katahdin-- Indian for greatest
mountain and well-worthy of its ago-old tribute. While the Appalachian Trail is, in the ideal, a
crest-line route, yet from Katahdin across Maine, there is no continuous mountain range. A series
of some twenty peaks, which the Trail traverses, lie in a general southwest-northeast direction.
To connect these groups into a continuous range requires considerable imagination, yet, in the
famous northeastern boundary controversy, it was this line of peaks which the British asserted to
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be the Highlands between the waters emptying into the Atlantic and those flowing into the St.
Lawrence as the northern boundary of Maine was defined by the treaty of 1783.
We leave Katahdin at its east end between two stone monoliths, termed the "Gateway”, and
descend the Hunt Spur to beautiful Daicey Pond, the location of the first sporting camp to be
encountered on our journey. From Daicey Pond the Trail leads down the worn old road along
Nesowadnehunk Stream to the West Branch of the Penobscot, a dark, rushing torrent as it
gathers momentum for its leap over Nesowadnehunk Falls, with the ominous roar which, some
distance back on the Trail, warned of the river. A cable bridge, built across the old dam piers by
the C.C.C. has supplanted the former uncertain canoe crossing here after the old dam was
destroyed a few years ago.
The crossing of the West Branch has brought us into very close contact with the lumber industry
as now carried on in the Maine woods. It has passed through three stages; the primitive old pine
times, the long logs (spruce) and now the pulpwood (four-foot lengths of spruce, fir and poplar,
or "popple”, as the woodsmen term it).
These rivers form the highways by which the logs were driven to the mills, principally at Bangor,
where the Penobscot meets the tidewater, once the center of the nation’s lumber industry. Cut in
the deep snows of the winter, the logs were "yarded” on the ice and banks of streams, whose
swollen torrents in early spring carried then to the mills. Oftentimes the drives would be "hung"
by low water. Much clearing of streams, removal of obstructions and building of dams to serve
either for water storage or fenders, were required to insure the passage of this uncontrollable
craft. The hardships of the men who broke the jams, ran the logs, "sacked" the rear and stood
waist deep in the ice-cold water from daylight to dark and "camped" beside the rivers in the
melting snows, developed a distinct type - the river-driver-- at his best in white water and where
danger threatened. The story of the river-driver, with all his fortitude, courage and even his shortcomings, has been graphically told by Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm in THE PENOBSCOT MAN.
The early lumbermen who penetrated the Maine wilderness had valued only the white pine. The
primitive conditions under which the pine was cut are told in FOREST LIFE AND FOREST
TREES by John S. Springer. Published in 1852, nothing is known of the background of the book
or of the writer; yet a distinct note of nostalgia for the once familiar scenes of the wilderness
seemingly a thing of the past - pervades the entire book. With the rapid depletion of the
enormous virgin "pumpkin" pine, it was inevitable that the lumberman should turn to spruce,
then considered an inferior species.
]Footnote:] {A most interesting, illustrated history of the cycle of the pioneer logging industry is
THE PENOBSCOT BOOM AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE WEST BRANCH OF THE
PENOBSCOT RIVER FOR LOG DRIVING, University_of Maine Studies, second series, no. 18.
The Maine Bulletin, vol. 22, No. 11, May, 1931.}
Thus, in the second stage, the drives were still long logs but of spruce instead of pine. Then came
the development of the pulp industry in Maine, particularly the growth of the Great Northern
Paper Company with its building of the frontier town of Millinocket and its enormous papermaking machines. Soon it was discovered that the logs, cut in four-foot lengths, could be driven
much easier than the long logs.
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One of the nest famous incidents of those picturesque long log-driving days occurred at
Nesowadnehunk Falls, where we crossed the West Branch. For transportation on the rivers
lumbermen used batteaux, great, heavy, wooden, flat-bottom boats with a pointed bow and stern,
extremely river-worthy craft. The labor of portaging around unrunnable portions of the rivers
was tremendous. Nesowadnehunk Falls were never run. Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstrom in THE
PENOBSCOT MAN tells when those Falls were run once and once only. One May day, shortly
after the Civil War, a crew of four Penobscot river-drivers had carried their batteau around the
falls and were waiting for the second boat, manned by Big Sebattis Mitchell, an Indian from the
Passamaquoddy, and a Penobscot Indian whose name has been forgotten. Big Sebat had been
away from the river for years; but he could not have forgotten that these falls had never been run.
Here was his opportunity to do a "beeg t’ing”. So he persuaded his companion. The astounded
white crew below saw a batteau hover on the brink of the falls, plunge crazily through the
maelstrom at the bottom and sweep out of sight around a bend of the river. Working rapidly, the
Indians succeeded in emptying their half-filled boat and were placidly smoking, with only an
inch or two of water in the bottom, when the white crew reached the scene. This was more than
the pride of the white crew could brook. Painfully they carried their batteau back to the head of
the Falls. Then they too ran the Falls. But their boat was smashed and only two of the crew
reached the shore. Telling later of the Incident, Big Sebattis said:
"Berry much she blame it us” (that is, himself) "that time John Loss”. (Always to the
Indian mind, John Ross, the head contractor of the drive, was the power that commanded
wind, logs, and weather.) "She don’ care so much ‘cause drowned it man, ’cause she can
get blenty of it man; but dose e’er boats she talk ’bout berry hard.”
Regretfully, we leave the West Branch with its vivid past, cross a low ridge and descend to
Rainbow lake, a long, irregularly shaped body of water. Its shores have been burned and the
resulting desolation impresses in an unforgettable fashion the need for extreme care in the woods
- either with campfires or in smoking. Here a canoe ferry - the first of three on the route - is made
across the lake to Rainbow Lake Camps in a wooded oasis in the burned lands.
The third day is an effortless journey to Nahmakanta, most remote in the Maine wilderness. If
anywhere there is peace and isolation, it is at Nahmakanta, encircled by high hills. Even the
loggers have been gone from here for a decade. Nahmakanta is Indian for "lake of the largest
fish", but its piscatorial attractions - which we do not test--fade beside its other allurements.
The next day leads along Nesuntabunt (three-headed) Mountain, around the west shore of the
lake and down the age-old Nahmakanta Tote-road. From the White House Camps, at the head of
Pemadumcook Lake, which we reach at the end of the fourth day, we look over the enormous
lower lakes on the Penobscot West Branch, here a veritable inland sea. In the distance is a
smudge of smoke, where a power boat is towing a boom of logs down the lake. In the days
before power boats, the crossing of these lakes by the early loggers was a Herculean task. A raft
was built on which a capstan was set up. A small boat would then carry an anchor out ahead.
Continuously, day and night, the men trod round and round the capstan, warping the raft down
the lake with the boom of logs in tow.
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The next morning we retrace the blue-blazed trail, which indicates the side trail to the White
House Camps, to the main Trail ever Potaywadjo Ridge with its enormous spring near the
summit, and descend to the picturesque Joe Mary Lakes. Forty miles away, the massive bulk of
Katahdin still dominates the landscape. But to the south another mountain, a perfectly-shaped
dome-- Joe Mary Mountain -- enhanced by its abrupt rise from the level setting of the Lower
Lakes, intrigues our interest. This region was the hunting ground of Joe Mary, a famous
Penobscot Indian. Joe Mary's skill in swimming under water was responsible for his nickname of
the "whale", for which Potaywadjo is the Indian word. Joe Mary Mountain is off the through
route but a four-mile, blue-blazed aide trail leads to its summit. From the exposed ledges on its
northern slope, the entire route of the past five days’ travel lies before us. This mountain is of
much interest to the geologist. On the lower slopes are metamorphosed slates, which were heated
and altered by their contact with the adjacent Katahdin granite. Part way up is the same rock,
lacking the white veins of the injection Hornfels of the lower slope. At the summit is the
Cambro-Ordovician sandy slate unaltered by any contact with the Katahdin granite. At Joe Mary
we break our travel by a day's canoe trip over the chain of the three Joe Mary Lakes with an
unequalled view of the Katahdin Range. The opportunity for canoeing, practically at each camp
along the route, is an added unique feature of the Maine Trail.
Beyond Berry's Yoke Pond Camps, with their many interesting features, White Cap, a huge
mountain mass towering over the surrounding country, is the lodestone toward which our next
day's journey is directed. From the camps at West Branch Ponds is made the long traverse over
White Cap. Here is an enclosed lookout tower, maintained by the Maine Forest Service, one of
some seventy-five towers from which an unceasing vigil is maintained. The panoramic view
from White Cap (3,707 ft.) is superb-- it challenges that from Katahdin. Nestled high on its slope
are ponds, which are relicts of the glacier that covered northern Maine.
The long descent from White Cap leads to one of the most spectacular parts of the Trail in
Maine-- "The Gulf" of the West Branch of Pleasant River. Here the stream is deeply entrenched
in a slate canyon. Waterfalls, sheer walls, fantastic shapes and formations succeed each other.
The Hubbard and Farrar Guidebooks of Northern Maine each devote a chapter to the features of
this locality, but so completely had the region been forgotten and the old trails lost, that the
builder of these side trails in 1934 had to find the points of interest through the description in the
fifty-year old Guidebooks.
From the attractively located Long Pond Camps, our rendezvous after the descent of White Cap,
a tremendous barrier looms across the route of the Trail. It is the Barren-Chairback Range, a
densely forested mountain range of five peaks, extending fifteen miles. The difficulty of carrying
the Trail through this region proved an almost insuperable obstacle to the completion of the
Maine link, when once a feasible route had been determined.
We spend two days in the virgin forest on the Barren-Chairback Range with its delightful trail
and high-lying ponds, breaking the traverse at the Long Pond Camps, reached by a blue-blazed
side trail. As we travel these cathedral groves of spruce and fir, we term Walter D. Greene’s
accomplishment in building the Trail along this range one of the great feats in the annals of trail
building. The second day of travel over this range brings us to Bodfish Intervale, entirely
encircled by mountains. The various terms used for mountain valleys are of interest; in New
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England it is an "intervale", in the Southern Appalachians a "cove", -while in the west a "park",
"hole” or "meadow”.
The next day’s journey leads through the little Wilson region, a forested plain. It has much of
interest. Just beyond the pool at the Forest Service Campground on Little Wilson Stream, we
notice a blue-blazed side trail marked to "Jim Whyte’s Lookout". This is now a ruined cabin on
an open knoll, commanding a wide-spread view. Legend has spun many stories around this
picturesque character. Adventurer - with a lurid past--soldier of fortune--and apparently at home
in every corner of the universe, this man, his fortress and lack of any apparent means of
livelihood, was a mystery to the countryside. Shortly after his death, a well vouched-for story
appeared in the January 7, 1934 issue of The Boston Herald, to the effect that Whyte had used
this as a station in a gigantic opium smuggling chain. Drugs were brought from Canada over the
Canadian Pacific Railroad, which passed near his cabin. Whyte would than carry the drugs to
New York. From the lookout the side trail continues a third of a mile to Big Wilson Cliffs,
another viewpoint. A mile and a third farther, another side trail leads to the fifty-seven foot Little
Wilson fails in a sheer slate canyon. This cascade is one of the best known in the state. Three
miles farther, as we cross Little Wilson Stream, we notice, near the log which serves as a bridge,
a pile of slate, built up like an abutment. This was a support of the bridge on the old stage road
which crossed here and is the sole remains of the once flourishing village of Savage's Mills,
settled in 1824 and abandoned in 1858. The forest has obliterated all traces of the settlement;
from the forest to the village and back again to the forest, the cycle is complete. Beyond, the
Trail leads through Monson, famous for its slate quarries. This is the first town encountered since
leaving Katahdin. Six miles farther is Blanchard on the Piscataquis River and on the Bangor and
Aroostook Railroad.
The second section, into which the Trail in Maine naturally divides, extends from the Piscataquis
River to Mt. Bigelow, a distance of fifty-five miles. From Blanchard an easy day's journey leads
to the fire warden's camp at the top of Moxie Bald Mountain, whose long bare rock ridge is a
notorious target for lightning bolts. The next day's travel leads to Troutdale Cabins on
picturesque, narrow Moxie Pond, the center of an interesting mountain and fishing region. Here a
canoe ferry is made at the Narrows. We cross an abandoned division of the Maine Central
Railroad, another example of reversion to the wilderness in central Maine, and reach the
Kennebec River. Here occurs the last ferrying on the Maine section of the Trail. Shortly beyond
the Kennebec River, at Pierce Pond, long famous for its excellent fishing, as far west as Bigelow
Mountain, there is a choice of routes. The right fork of the oval leads to the flat lands of Dead
River and thence south to the towering mass of the Bigelow Range. The other fork turns south
from Pierce Pond to the most eastern of the three Carry Ponds, which formed the old Indian
portage across the "Great Bend" of Dead River. Known as the Arnold Trail, from the most
western of the Carry Ponds, it traverses little Bigelow Mountain and joins the Dead River route
at the base of the East Peak of Mt. Bigelow. We are now in a historic land, through which
Benedict Arnold made his daring march through the Maine wilderness to attack Quebec in the
dead of winter. Had this expedition succeeded, Arnold might have been the hero of the American
Revolution instead of its despised Judas. The gallantry and the hardship of this march are
graphically told in ARUNDEL by Kenneth Roberts.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine—The Early Years Part IV—Compiled by Dave Field – Page

399

South of the plains of Dead River, with its meandering course, is a group of mountains which,
with the exception of Katahdin and its satellites--the Katahdinauguoh--are unequaled in the state.
Here are at least eleven peaks, averaging 4,000 feet in elevation. All of them--with the exception
of three on which lookout towers have been established by the Forest Service, had been trailless
and little frequented. The outlier of this group to the north is the Mt. Bigelow Range, in interest
easily the second mountain group in the state. It is a long, narrow crest-line range, covered with
dense mature spruce and fir, extending east and west some twenty miles. Its twin peaks are the
distinguishing feature of Mt. Bigelow; slightly lower and offset to the north from the range and
similar in shape are the two Homs. The mountain was named for one of the officers of the
Arnold Expedition, who was reputed to have climbed it. From Dead River Village, the Trail
climbs to the firetower on the ridge-crest east peak of Bigelow, traverses the range for four or
five miles, and then descends to the highway at the hamlet of Bigelow Village in the gap
between Bigelow and Sugarloaf. On the crest of the range, from a high-lying pond, know as The
Tarn, Game Warden Helon N. Taylor has built a 7-mile blue-blazed side trail west along the
crest of the range to Stratton, passing such interesting localities as Cranberry Peak and its pond,
Arnold’s Well and The Cave. Bigelow is well worthy of several days’ exploration.
From Bigelow village, the Trail reaches the perfectly symmetrical bare cone of Sugarloaf, 4,237
feet, probably Maine’s second highest mountain. It then leads south along a densely wooded
crest across Mt. Spaulding to the open summit of Mt. Abraham, with its huge boulder fields and
Forest Service tower. To the south, Mt. Abraham breaks off abruptly to the flat plains below, but
the Trail route, however, bears west across the valley of Orbeton Stream over Saddleback Jr. and
The Horn to the huge dome of Saddleback, overlooking the broad expanse of the Rangeley Lakes.
This is a much frequented region.
Apparently, this region around the Androscoggin and the Rangeley Lakes was far better known
half a century ago, for Farrar’s ILLUSTRATED GUIDEBOOK TO THE ANDROSCOGGIN
LAKES, etc., published in 1887, reveals an intimate knowledge of many interesting features
scarcely known today. Beyond Saddleback, the route plunges again into the wilderness through
a more level section south of Rangeley Lakes and then, from Bemis Brook, crosses a saddle with
a magnificent primeval growth of spruce between the strikingly-formed Elephant and the dense
scrub-grown crest of Old Blue, two little known peaks in this wilderness of west central Maine.
Crossing the picturesque Black Brook Notch, close to the Rangeley Lakes, the route leads over
and past a disconnected series of mountains, by C Pond with its precipitous bluff, reached by a
side trail constructed by the Bates College Outing Club m 1935, to a highway north of Andover.
Here the Trail clears its last hurdle, a striking isolated group of peaks, today generally known as
Baldpate, although for many years, from its appearance as viewed from the west, it was known
as Saddleback. Another name for this group is Bear River White Cap.
From Baldpate the Trail descends into Grafton Notch, through which Me. Highway 26 leads
from the Androscoggin River to the Rangeley Lakes. Here are many interesting features, such as
Screw Auger Falls, the Jail and Moose Cave. From the highway, a short but very steep two miles
leads to Old Speck, once thought to be the second highest mountain in Maine and admittedly one
of the outstanding peaks in the state. Beyond, to the New Hampshire line, is a well-maintained
unit of the Appalachian Mountain Club’s trail system - the Mahoosuc Trail, amply provided with
shelters and over mountains bearing each picturesque names as Mahoosuc Arm, Fulling Mill and
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Goose Eye. Much of this trail is along an open, scrub grown crest with splendid views of the
White Mountains. Its feature is the one mile scramble over and under boulders through the sheerwalled gulch of Mahoosuc Notch. The Mahoosuc Trail reaches the Androscoggin River at
Gorham, New Hampshire, on the Grand Trunk Railroad, affording a natural boundary and
constituting the western part of the Mahoosuc Trail as an approach to the Maine section which
terminates near Carlo Col, at a rather indefinite point in the forested wilderness between Maine
and New Hampshire.
Thus ends our travel along line’s 265-mile section of the Appalachian Trail, which, for
excellence of route and construction, ease of travel and available accommodations and the
rewards of ever-changing and varied vistas, has few rivals in the eastern United States.
APPROACHES AND VARIOUS TRIPS
Railroad and highway crossings divide the trail in Maine into three major sections: the eastern,
from Katahdin to Blanchard; central, Blanchard to Bigelow Village; and western, Bigelow
Village to the Maine-New Hampshire Line. By reason of its character as a through trail,
extended circuit trips - to return to the starting point - will necessarily require some retracing of
the route. The termini of the eastern section, Blanchard and Millinocket, are on the Bangor and
Aroostook Railroad and Me. Highways 15 and 157, respectively. If the approach to this section
is made by automobile, to avoid a circuitous return trip to the starting point of either Blanchard
or Millinocket, automobiles may be left at Bangor and the train taken to either place. Morning
trains, on different branches of the Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, to both towns and a late
afternoon and evening train to Bangor from Blanchard and Millinocket, respectively, permit the
maximum utilization of the available time. The Canadian Pacific Railroad affords access to the
Trail at Bodfish Siding, one-tenth of a mile from the Trail between Monson and Bodfish Farm.
It is also possible, from each sporting camp en route, to reach the railroad at Greenville,
Millinocket or Norcross; arrangements are made with the various camp proprietors. Another
automobile approach is at Yoke Ponds via the Kokadjo-B Pond Road from Kokadjo on the
G.N.P. Co.'s road from Greenville to Nesowadnehunk Stream. The automobile road from
Greenville to Millinocket crosses the Trail at the Katahdin Stream Campsite, 6 miles west of the
summit of Katahdin; the distance to this campsite from Millinocket is 25 miles. (A permit to
cross Ripogenus Dam should be obtained from the Great Northern Paper Company, Bangor,
Me.)
Few travelers will have the opportunity to cover the Maine section in one trip; many will prefer
to traverse it in a series of shorter trips. For this purpose, the following shorter trips in the eastern
section are listed:
1. Millinocket via Katahdin to Millinocket-Nesowadnehunk Tote-road—2 days.
2. Millinocket via Katahdin to Yoke Ponds (Kokadjo-B Pond Road)—7 days.
3. Yoke Ponds (Kokadjo-B Pond Road) to Monson—5 days
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4. Monson to Blanchard—1 day
Other short trips on the Trail can be arranged, by leaving a car at Given’s (formerly Spencer’s)
Camps, 8.5 miles from Millinocket on the Millinocket -Basin Ponds Road, and obtaining
transportation from the Togue Pond Camps to Katahdin or the Katahdin Stream Campsite. From
either Macdonald’s or Potter’s Camps the return trip to Given’s on the Millinocket -Basin Ponds
Road can be made by boat in two hours. From Millinocket to Millinocket, this trip would
consume 6 or 7 days, respectively; by starting at the Katahdin Stream Campsite the trip is
shortened by 2 days. Automobile transportation to Millinocket or Greenville can also be
procured at Clifford’s Camps on Rainbow Lake.
The eastern terminus of the central section, is readily accessible by the morning train of the
Banger and Aroostook Railroad. The western terminus, Bigelow Village, is less accessible; the
Maine Central Railroad at Farmington, some 35 miles south from the Trail at Bigelow Village on
Me. Highway 27, affords the nearest public transportation; there is a mail bus from Farmington
to Carrabassett, some 4 miles from the Trail at Bigelow Village. Other highways afford an
opportunity for shorter trips in this section. Three days west from Blanchard, U.S. Route 201 is
reached at Caratunk on the Kennebec River. Two days farther, at Dead River Village is Me.
Highway 16; a long day's journey across Mt. Bigelow, on the south side of the mountain, is
Bigelow Village on Me. Highway 27. Use of the alternative Arnold and Dead River loops, from
either Caratunk on U.S. Route 201 at the Kennebec River or Dead River Village on Me.
Highway 16, makes possible a very rewarding four day circular trip back to either starting point.
In the western section, from Bigelow Village over Sugarloaf and Mt. Abraham—a strenuous but
feasible day’s trip—a dirt road from Me. Highway 26 reaches the Trail from the north at
Redington Pond. Me. Highway 4, near the Rangeley Lakes, is reached after a moderate twodays’ trip over Saddleback Mountain. The use of a short side road, where the Trail reaches Sandy
River Ponds, shortens this section by 4 miles, making possible a one-day traverse of this section,
although long and hard. An easy days’ journey west from Me. Highway 4, the HoughtonOquossuc Road (Me. Highway 17), now (1935) under construction afford public transportation
for trips in either direction midway this section. Beyond Elephant and Old Blue Mountains, at
Black Brook Notch, is Me. Highway 5 from Andover to South Arm; then one day farther west is
the Andover-B Hill Road. Rumford on the Me. Central R.R., 29.5 miles from the Trail is the
nearest railroad approach. From Rumford a mail bus operates from the railroad to Andover, 10.7
miles from the Trail at Me. Highway 5; during the summer the Andover-South Arm mail bus
over Me. Highway 5 affords access to the Trail at Black Brook Notch. There is no bus service
over the Andover-B Hill Road but transportation may be procured at the Andover Garage to
where the Trail crosses this road, a distance of approximately 6 miles from Andover. It will be
noticed that, west from Me. Highway 4, with the exception of Packard’ Camps, the available
public accommodations are some distance from the Trail and that, west of C Pond, there is no
public accommodation close to the Trail. Beyond, across Baldpate Mountain, is Me. Highway 26,
in Grafton Notch, the most western approach to the Trail in Maine. The nearest railroad approach
is Bethel on the Grand Trunk Railroad, a distance of 18.4 miles from the Trail. Above Grafton
Notch at Old Speck Mountain begins the Appalachian Mountain Club’s Mahoosuc Trail. The
Maine-New Hampshire Line is twelve miles west from Grafton Notch; seventeen miles farther is
Gorham in New Hampshire on the Grand Trunk Railroad and U.S. Route 2.
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COSTS
The principal item of costs for a trip over The Appalachian Trail in Maine, utilizing the available
sporting camps, is for the accommodations on route. These will be found to compare favorably
with the cost of a vacation at a resort. For parties, hiking ever the Trail, the cost of
accommodations, including lodging, dinner, breakfast and packed lunch, is $3.50 per day per
person, with the exception of Arnold’s Big Houston Pond Camps, Berry’s Yoke Pond Camps,
Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps, Troutdale Cabins and Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps, where the
cost is $4.00 per day per person. The rate at Bradeen’s Kidney Pond Camps is $5.00 per day plus
a charge for the use of canoes. The rates above quoted do not apply to the sporting camps
referred to, west of Me. Highway 4; consult camp proprietor.
The accommodations available at Chimney Pond and with the fire wardens or at farmhouses are
not subject to these rates and the amounts paid should be somewhat lower than the sporting camp
rates, depending upon the number of persons.
For parties who wish to make use of camp canoes for a short time after arriving at camp, there
will be no charge for canoes not engaged by other guests of the camps, unless the canoes are
damaged.
There are ferrying charges of 25 cents per person at Moxie Pond (except guests of the camps)
and the Kennebec River. Arrangements may be made with Dore’s or Yorks Camps for
transporting packs to the other end of Long Pond. Ferrying down to the Rainbow Lake Outlet
Dam or to the foot of Nahmakanta Lake, or vice versa, may also be arranged by telephone with
the camp proprietors, at varying costs.
For transportation charges to and from the railroad, write the proprietor of the particular camp in
question. Transportation at Monson or Blanchard can be arranged through C. C. Simpson,
Monson, Me. For cost of transportation from Millinocket to Katahdin or Katahdin Stream
Campsite consult Togue Pond Camps. Millinocket. Me.
LITERATURE
The traveler, who responds to the lure of the white blazes of the Appalachian Trail will require
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE (obtainable from The Appalachian Trail
Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C., second edition, 246 pp. $1.00). This
publication contains detailed trail data, reading in both directions, a chapter on Katahdin,
Foreword, Bibliography and historical references and notes, with large and small scale maps of
the Trail route. The only published Geological Survey maps for the Trail area are The Forks,
Bingham, Pierce Pond, Dead River, Stratton, Phillips and Rangeley Quadrangles (U.S.
Geological Survey, Washington, D.C. 10¢ each).
The extensive of the Trail in Maine is listed in the Bibliography, contained in the Guidebook.
The 1933, 4, 5 and 6 issues of In the Maine Woods (Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, Bangor,
Maine, 10¢ each), contain a series of articles descriptive of the route. The Appalachian Trail
Conference has in preparation an extensive annotated Bibliography of Katahdin. MOUNT
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KATAHDIN IN MAINE, obtainable upon application from the Maine Development
Commission, Augusta, Maine, will serve to familiarize the reader with the Katahdin region.
Mailing Lists. [The 1935 files include 14 pages of mailing lists (Maine State Planning Board,
Maine Newspapers, Members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club) that I have not transcribed.]
Along the Appalachian Trail in Maine. [This was a 23-page first draft of what became the 27page The Silver Aisle. I have not transcribed this first draft.]
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